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Chapter
1

 The
church’s adversary

 


The god of this
world

 


Isaiah
14:3-17 “It shall come to pass in the day the Lord gives you rest
from your sorrow, and from your fear and the hard bondage in which
you were made to serve, (4) that you will take up this proverb
against the king of Babylon, and say: "How the oppressor has
ceased, The golden city ceased! (5) The Lord has broken the staff
of the wicked, the sceptre of the ruler; (6) He who struck the
people in wrath with a continual stroke, He who ruled the nations
in anger, is persecuted and no one hinders. (7) The whole earth is
at rest and quiet; they break forth into singing. (8) Indeed the
cypress trees rejoice over you, and the cedars of Lebanon, Saying,
'Since you were cut down, No woodsman has come up against us.' (9)
"Hell from beneath is excited about you, to meet you at your
coming; It stirs up the dead for you, All the chief ones of the
earth; It has raised up from their thrones All the kings of the
nations. (10) They all shall speak and say to you: 'Have you also
become as weak as we? Have you become like us? (11) Your pomp is
brought down to Sheol, and the sound of your stringed instruments;
the maggot is spread under you, and worms cover you.' (12) "How you
are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are
cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! (13) For you
have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt
my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of
the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; (14) I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most
High.' (15) Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest
depths of the Pit. (16) "Those who see you will gaze at you, And
consider you, saying: 'Is this the man who made the earth tremble,
Who shook kingdoms, (17) Who made the world as a wilderness And
destroyed its cities, Who did not open the house of his
prisoners?”

 


In this
section we want to discuss the biblical truth that Satan is the god
of this world and what the ramifications of that truth are. Many
people ask the question that if God is love then why is there so
much pain and suffering in the world? As we will see in this
section, the answer to that question is that God is not the God of
this world, but rather Satan is. The above quoted passage of
scripture referring to the King of Babylon is in fact referring to
Satan. We know that because the Lord calls the King of Babylon,
Lucifer and describes to us the event that took place when the
Archangel Lucifer made his attempt to become like God. And so in
this passage the Lord reveals a number of truths to us about Satan.
Firstly, we see that Satan is indeed the ruler of this world, for
this passage describes him as the ruler of the nations who makes
the earth tremble, shakes kingdoms, makes the world a wilderness
and destroys its cities. This passage goes on to declare that the
whole earth will be at rest, when Satan and his angels are finally
removed from the earth. And so we can clearly see from this passage
that Satan is in fact the ruler of this world. Secondly, God gives
us some insight into the manner in which the devil reigns in the
earth, for this passage describes him as being a wicked ruler who
continually strikes the people of the earth in wrath, ruling the
nations in anger, shaking kingdoms and making the whole earth
tremble. This passage reveals to us that Satan’s sole agenda is one
of destruction, for it describes his weakening the nations,
destroying their cities, and making the whole earth a wilderness.
We also see that Satan is the one who initiates strife and wars
between nations, for in this passage we see that once Satan and his
angels are finally removed from the earth, the nations declare that
no one attempts to destroy them any longer and the whole earth is
quite and at rest. This brings us to the third truth revealed to us
in this passage, which is the punishment that awaits Satan when he
is finally removed from the earth, for this passage describes
Satan’s decent into the lower parts of hell to suffer torment at
the end of the age. Satan and his angels know full well that they
are already condemned and that they are destined for eternal
destruction. And so their whole agenda for the little time they
have remaining, is to destroy as much as they can and take as many
people with them as they can. And so there can be no doubt that
everything destructive in this world is initiated by the god of
this world, which is Satan.

 


Luke 4:5-7 “Then the devil,
taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of
the world in a moment of time. (6) And the devil said to Him, "All
this authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been
delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. (7) Therefore,
if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.”

 


We have seen
in the previous passage of scripture that Satan is the god of this
world. The question is then asked, how did Satan become the god of
this world? To answer that question we need to go back to the
events that took place in the Garden of Eden. We all know the
account of how the devil tempted Adam and Eve to disobey God by
eating the forbidden fruit of the “knowledge of good and evil”.
Adam’s act of disobedience was in fact an act of rebellion against
God’s rule. And so in effect when Adam rebelled against God he
changed his allegiance from serving God to serving the devil, and
thus he delivered this world into the hands of the devil. Although
Adam had no moral right to do what he did, he did have the legal
right to do it because God had given him dominion over this world
(Genesis 1:26). And so we see that when Adam delivered his dominion
over the world into the hands of the devil, Satan then legally
became the god of this world. The above quoted passage of scripture
confirms this truth to us, for in this passage Satan boasted to the
Lord Jesus that the authority over all the kingdoms of the world
had been delivered to him and that he could give it to whoever he
wished. The Lord Jesus did not dispute Satan’s claim, thus
acknowledging that Satan’s claim was correct. And so we see that
God recognises the authority that Satan holds in the earth, for he
obtained it legally even though it had been obtained through Adam’s
treasonous act against God. So what is the nature of Satan’s
authority in the earth? In other words what can he do and what can
he not do? All authority ultimately comes from God, and when He
gives an individual authority He decides what the limits of that
authority are (Romans 13:1). When God gave Adam dominion in the
earth He gave him authority over all of creation. And so, we see
that Satan uses his authority over creation to initiate destructive
events in the earth such as hurricanes, tornados, etc (Romans
8:19-22). Although Adam’s authority in the earth included every
living creature on the earth there was nevertheless one exception,
for God did not give Adam authority over his fellow man. The reason
for that was because God created mankind for Himself. And so we see
that unlike the rest of creation, the authority delivered to Satan
did not automatically extend to mankind. The reason for that is
because every man born into the earth is created by God with a free
will, and God will not allow the free will of any man to be
overridden in this life. And so in order for Satan to be able to
gain authority over men, he must first get them to submit to him of
their own free will. If however, men do not submit to Satan of
their own free will then he has no authority over them. So how does
Satan get men to submit to him of their own free will? Very simply,
just as he did with Adam, he tempts them to commit sin. The
simplest definition of sin is to disobey God. Sadly because all men
commit sin (Romans 5:12) they therefore change their allegiance to
God and submit themselves to their new god, Satan. And so we see
that through their disobedience to God, all men by default
willingly submit to Satan’s authority. It was for that reason that
the devil tried to tempt the Lord Jesus to commit sin in the
wilderness. The Lord Jesus however was the only man that never
sinned, thereby refusing to submit Himself to Satan’s rule, which
is precisely why Satan couldn’t exercise authority over Jesus when
He walked on the earth (John 14:30).

 


2 Corinthians
4:3-4 “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who
are perishing, (4) whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who
do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them.”

 


In the
passage of scripture quoted above the apostle Paul refers to Satan
as the god of this age, thus confirming the truth to us that Satan
is indeed the god of this world, for the word translated “age” in
this passage can also be translated “world”. Nevertheless the word
translated “age” also reveals to us that there is a time limit to
Satan’s rule in the earth, for God is the one who decrees when an
age begins and when it ends, and this age is very rapidly coming to
an end. There are two more spiritual truths that we learn from this
passage. The first truth we learn is that Satan exercises his
authority over those who are perishing i.e. unbelievers, thus
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