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Dedicated to Eva

and her trusty sidekick, Joel.

You guys rock.

Special thanks to Ron,

for his patient support and editing.

And for making me a slingshot.





















Jerome the Stone yawned
in the cool morning shade.
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Ants marched in and out of tunnels. Worms peeked out of the
damp dirt. Slugs left silver trails, grasshoppers hopped, and lady bugs 
explored. Nearby, a preying mantis watched them with hungry eyes.
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