
		
			[image: Cover of High Stakes Treason by Ian Trottier]
		

	
		
			Advance Praise for High Stakes Treason

			“Trottier challenges assumptions, confronts beliefs, and defines the intersection of American politics, power, and national security.”

			—Paul Valleley. Major General (ret.) [image: ]. US Army

			“From Google to NSA’s XKey Score, American’s rights and safety implode before your eyes. Must read.”

			—Zach Vorhies

			“John Brennan must be tried for his crimes (preferably by a military tribunal at GITMO) and the material in this book should inspire and motivate the prosecutors!”

			—Douglas Dechert

		

	
		
			Also by Ian Trottier

			Freedom Reserved: No More Lies

		

	
		
			[image: ]

		

	
		
			 

			Published by Bombardier Books

			An Imprint of Post Hill Press

			ISBN: 979-8-89565-240-4

			ISBN (eBook): 979-8-89565-241-1

			 

			High Stakes Treason:

			How John Brennan Compromised American Security for Millions

			© 2025 by Ian Trottier

			All Rights Reserved

			 

			Cover design by Conroy Accord

			 

			This book, as well as any other Bombardier Books publications, may be purchased in bulk quantities at a special discounted rate. Contact orders@bombardierbooks.com for more information.

			 

			This is a work of nonfiction. All people, locations, events, and situations are portrayed to the best of the author’s memory and knowledge. Although adequate research was undergone concerning criminal cases, real-life people and perceptions, and authentic situations and incidents, the author and publisher do not assume and hereby disclaim any liability concerning any legal or criminal details present in this book.

			 

			No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means without the written permission of the author and publisher.

			 

			[image: ../black_vertical.jpg]   [image: ]

			 

			Post Hill Press

			New York • Nashville

			posthillpress.com

			 

			Published in the United States of America

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			 

			Dedicated to David Granoff (1952-2019). He is the 
reason I began looking into government corruption which led to the creation of Discussions of Truth in 2016.

		

	
		
			Table of Contents

			Foreword by Roger Stone

			Foreword by Brooks Agnew

			Foreword by John Kiriakou

			Introduction

			 

			Chapter 1: Introduction to John Owen Brennan

			Chapter 2: Brennan’s Career

			Chapter 3: Brennan’s Post-CIA Payouts

			Chapter 4: The Analysis Corporation

			Chapter 5: The Analysis Corporation Initial Public Offering

			Chapter 6: The National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC)

			Chapter 7: How to Front-Run Counterterrorism Investigations

			Chapter 8: Anwar al-Awlaki: The 9/11 Bombers’ Sheikh

			Chapter 9: Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab: The Underwear Bomber of Northwest Airlines Flight 253 on Christmas 2009

			Chapter 10: Anders Breivik: Attack on the Government of Norway, July 22, 2011

			Chapter 11: Boston Marathon Bombing

			 

			Appendices

			Acknowledgments

			About the Author

		

	
		
			Appendices

			Appendix A—White House visitor logs

			Appendix B—John O. Brennan, Executive Branch Personnel Financial Disclosure Form SF-278

			Appendix C—Alexander Drew SEC Form 3

			Appendix D—Ethics Waiver for John Brennan re: Post incident review of Abdulmutallab “Underwear” bombing

			Appendix E—XKeyscore—NSA TS/SCI PowerPoint Presentation leaked by Edward Snowden; as reported in The Guardian

			Appendix F—Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) documents related to Initial Public Offering (IPO) of the Analysis Corporation as it underwent name changes resulting in SOTERA Defense Solutions, Inc. (NASDAQ symbol: GTEC)

			Appendix G—FederalPay.Org record related to Teresa Peterson, aka “TP”; Staffer—National Security Counsel, who occasionally scheduled appointments for John O. Brennan

			Appendix H—FederalPay.Org records related to Rachel E. Molinaro, aka “REM”, Ethics Advisor, Office of Government Ethics (OGE), who helped John Brennan prepare his onboarding Personnel Financial Disclosure SF-278 in February 2009 (Appendix B)

			Appendix I—Media reporting on CIA Officer Ryan C. Fogle, who interfered with the Marathon Bombing Investigation by attempting to recruit a Russian FSB Officer who was knowledgeable about Islamist terror activities in the Caucasus

			Appendix J—Combined Offices of Inspectors General OIG post–marathon bombing review of the Tamerlan Tsarnaev Guardian assessment; Screen captures from oig.justice.gov website

			Appendix K—Excerpt from President Obama’s digest of other White House announcements dated December 31, 2013

			Appendix L—Excerpt from President Obama’s digest of other White House announcements dated December 31, 2010

			Appendix M—Trial testimony by expert witness Mark Spencer, computer forensic specialist, who states al-Awlaki files were downloaded onto Tamerlan Tsarnaev’s Samsung laptop from an online source

			Appendix N—Presentation by John Brennan, President and CEO, The Analysis Corporation, October 18, 2006

			Appendix O—Caroline Krency employment history record from federalpay.org. Krency, aka “CK” was a staffer on the National Security Council (NSC) for John Brennan and frequently scheduled his appointments in the White House visitor log

			Appendix P—Anwar al-Awlaki confirmed as a CIA asset1 in phone call between CIA Director George Tenet and Yemeni President Saleh; January 2001

			Appendix Q—Top secret/sensitive compartment information (TS/SCI) security protocols explained

			

			
				
					1	“Secret Calls, Document Reveal Relation Between Saleh and USA.” March 17, 2021. Ansarollah.com. http://web.archive.org/web/20210317080134/https://www.ansarollah.com/archives/420274

				
			

		

	
		
			Foreword by Roger Stone

			Who is John Brennan and how did an admitted communist become the head of the Central Intelligence Agency?

			Former CIA Director John Brennan is more culpable than perhaps anyone in the genesis of Russiagate. Even though he was fired immediately by President Trump upon his initial arrival in the White House, Brennan sowed the seeds for Trump’s destruction behind the scenes throughout his campaign and during the presidential transition. Brennan’s subversive stain permeated through Trump’s four-year term and caused immeasurable damage.

			In 2017, despite any probable cause, CIA Director John Brennan gave a list of twenty-six friends and associates of then-candidate Donald Trump to the so-called “Five Eyes” intelligence agencies which include the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and New Zealand, asking those agencies to “bump” the individuals targeted, which is intelligence community jargon “surveil.” I was on this list, as were Carter Page and George Papadopolous.

			This laid the groundwork for the Russian Collusion Hoax—the single greatest dirty trick in American politics and an abuse of power in which the full authority of the United States government and the incredible capabilities of our intelligence agencies utilized fabricated evidence (the Steele Dossier and the still unproven claim that “the Russians” hacked the Democratic National Committee) in an attempt to remove a duly elected president.

			The report of Special Counsel Durham Report provided demonstrable evidence that Brennan briefed then President Obama and Vice President Joe Biden about the Steele Dossier, fully aware that Hillary Clinton’s campaign plotted to use the fabricated document in order to frame Trump as a puppet of Russian President Vladimir Putin.

			Brennan was instrumental in the illegal FISA warrants and wiretaps that were deployed in the lead-up to the 2016 presidential election, which targeted Trump’s most vocal supporters, including myself.

			Brennan was also involved in the electoral interference and censorship operation that helped screw Trump out of his rightful second term in 2020. He was among the fifty-one former intelligence officials who penned a letter proclaiming the contents of Hunter Biden’s laptop as “Russian Disinformation and Propaganda,” which was an absurd falsehood promulgated to strongarm woke social media corporations into putting a Big Brother censorship apparatus in place to keep the legitimate story from impacting the minds of voters on election day.

			Brennan and his deep state co-conspirators, accurately called “Spies Who Lie” by the New York Post, are finding it difficult to cope with the fact that the public refused to buy their nonsense and re-elected Trump to his historic second term, rejecting their warped elitist mindset completely. Even the most cursory review of Brennan’s public and interviews will show him constantly ranting that “Donald Trump is not qualified to be president; Tulsi Gabbard is not qualified to be the Director of National Intelligence; and Kash Patel is not qualified to be the Director of the FBI.” One might simply ask: What qualified John Brennan with his jaded personal history, to be Director of the CIA?

			Brennan and his fellow federal apparatchiks see themselves as the sagacious gatekeepers who possess a holy mandate in determining the leader of the free world. It is this cabal who are the arbiters of democracy, not the will of the people as was the term’s traditional definition, according to this self-serving ideology. The likes of Brennan have lorded over Washington, DC for far too long. As a result we had limitless debt, endless wars, the unconstitutional expansion of power, the erosion of civil liberties, and the decimation of fundamental rights.

			Because of his long history of anti-American behavior, Brennan would certainly be the perfect disgraced official to make into a harsh example. Brennan confessed during a lie detector test that he was an operative for the Communist Party of America during four different election cycles. Due to institutional rot, this startling revelation somehow did not preclude Brennan from serving in the CIA. Former FBI Special Agent John Guandolo, a crucial leader of the bureau’s counterterrorism efforts following the September 11 attacks, revealed that Brennan actually converted to radical Islam while working as a CIA Station Chief in Saudi Arabia. Interestingly, it was John Brennan who, as the CIA Station Chief in Riyadh, approved the visas of four of the Saudis who were among the nineteen hijackers accused of striking America on 9/11.

			Brennan’s connections made him the perfect CIA Director as President Barack Hussein Obama corroded every American institution to soften the nation up for its collapse into socialism. Brennan was the perfect CIA Director to funnel arms and money into the hands of ISIS militants as they wreaked havoc across the Middle East and Europe. He was the perfect CIA Director to oversee the Russiagate frame job against President Trump. And he will be the perfect CIA Director, the first in the history of the Agency’s existence in fact, to face treason charges.

			As this book lays out, John O. Brennan may be the greatest villain of the 20th century. The central question is: Will Brennan be brought to justice?

			— Roger Stone

			Miami, Florida

		

	
		
			Foreword by Brooks Agnew

			The CIA is one of the most feared organizations in the world. Through careful handling of seized assets, cash, and hundreds of publicly traded companies, it has become the eleventh richest country in the world, by itself. At the forefront of its economic growth is one man: John Owen Brennan.

			“Brennan participated in, conceived, and directed the most important foreign intelligence operations in the last hundred years.”

			Murder, subterfuge, blackmail, fraud, and stunning levels of money laundering of drug money, human trafficking money, and taxpayer funds sent through NGOs and foreign corporations allowed the CIA to rule and manipulate rulers throughout the world. Brennan’s skillful use of U.S. National Security technologies—the most sophisticated in history—enabled certain terrorists to successfully attack both the United States and numerous NATO allies.

			This book is the one of the most damning exposés ever assembled on the one mastermind, just out of the limelight, responsible for the death of thousands of Americans, including the assassination of numerous world leaders. If you ever wanted to know how this was possible, and why it was done, you need to read this book.

			It is difficult to judge people. In fact, we are commanded not to do that by God. But it is given to us to be fruit inspectors. When a man has the same enemies as you, he probably should be supported. John Owen Brennan is not such a man. The questions are, who has the authority to stop what he has built? How can it be dismantled peacefully? With a thriving criminal organization like this, how can earth survive?

			It begins with you reading this book.

			— Brooks Agnew

		

	
		
			Foreword by John Kiriakou

			John Brennan’s CIA career is, by now, well-known. It’s a tale of a Middle East expert and mid-level manager whose career was going nowhere when he latched into the coattails of a new CIA deputy director by the name of George Tenet in the mid-1990s. The two hit it off and Tenet pulled Brennan up with him, ultimately making him the CIA’s executive director, the organization’s third-ranking officer. In that position, Brennan was instrumental in the creation and implementation of the CIA’s infamous torture program, something of an inconvenient truth when he became the only former senior CIA officer to eschew both the McCain and Clinton presidential campaigns in 2008 in favor of political upstart Barack Obama.

			Brennan was initially named CIA director by the new and inexperienced young president. But progressives wouldn’t hear of it. We knew Brennan’s history. Despite his protestations of political independence, he was involved in the torture program up to his neck. Obama withdrew the nomination and made Brennan deputy national security advisor for counterterrorism, a position that didn’t require Senate confirmation. He took the opportunity in that position to create the so-called “kill list,” convening an NSC group every Tuesday morning to decide whom around the world to drone to death that week, including American citizens who had never been charged with a crime, like Anwar al-Awlaki and his sixteen-year-old son. But four years later, the liberals had forgotten about him and Obama was able to name him as CIA director with no pushback from the left.

			Brennan learned an important lesson while he was at the White House. He learned the importance of using lawfare to silence political enemies. Look at it this way:

			It’s no accident that Barack Obama became the first president in American history to use the Espionage Act to pursue critics. The Espionage Act was written, passed, and signed into law in 1917 as the United States entered World War I. The initial purpose was to punish German spies and saboteurs. Between 1917 and January 2009, three Americans—Daniel Ellsberg, Samuel Morrison, and Larry Franklin—were charged with espionage for speaking with the media. But in the eight years of Barack Obama’s presidency, eight Americans, including me, were prosecuted for speaking with the media. Who was the driving force for this unprecedented lawfare policy? It was John Brennan, Obama’s closest advisor on national security issues.

			There is a legal definition of whistleblowing. It is “bringing to light any evidence of waste, fraud, abuse, illegality, or threats to the public health or public safety.” But Brennan decided early on that he would paint whistleblowers as “leakers” and as national security threats and that they would face the full legal consequences of their truth-telling. Besides me (CIA—torture), Brennan’s policy saw the arrests and prosecutions of Chelsea Manning (US Army—war crimes in Iraq), Thomas Drake (NSA—warrantless wiretapping of US citizens), Jeffrey Sterling (CIA—institutionalized racial discrimination), Shamai Leibowitz (FBI—counterintelligence threats), Stephen Kim (State Department—North Korea), Donald Sachtleben (FBI—terrorism threats), and, of course, Edward Snowden, who is under indictment in the federal court for the Eastern District of Virginia, but who has been given safehaven in Russia. Cumulatively, that’s 526 months in prison for speaking truth to power. And all of it was at the insistence of John Brennan.

			In my own case, following my arrest, my attorneys received fifteen thousand pages of discovery from the Justice Department. Among those fifteen thousand pages, we found three pages of memos between Brennan and then–Attorney General Eric Holder. In the first, Brennan raised my case and said, “Charge him with espionage.” Holder responded a day or two later, saying, “My people don’t think he committed espionage.” Brennan responded quickly to that, saying, “Charge him anyway and make him defend himself.”

			That’s exactly what happened. The Department of Justice charged me with three counts of espionage, two counts for an interview I had given to ABC News in which I said that the CIA was torturing its prisoners, that torture was official U.S. government policy, and that the policy had been approved personally by the president. The third charge was for a follow-up interview that I had given to The New York Times. Brennan knew that the charges were bogus. He knew that they wouldn’t stand up in court. But he ordered them anyway. That’s John Brennan. That’s the kind of person he is.

			As Americans, then, we have to ask ourselves if this is the kind of person we want in a position of authority in Washington. And more deeply, is this the kind of person we want to explain world events to us as a talking head on intelligence and terrorism issues for MSNBC and NBC News? Is this the kind of person we want guiding our children as a member of the board of directors of Fordham University, his alma mater? He has been a board member there since leaving government.

			I would posit that John Brennan is exactly the kind of person whom we should not want to have anywhere near the power at the top of our government. He’s vengeful. He’s mean-spirited. He abuses the power that he has to punish those whose personalities and political positions he does not like. Simply put, Brennan has no respect for the Constitution. He has no respect for the rule of law. The documentary evidence of this is crystal clear, as outlined by Ian Trottier. There should be no place for him in government.

			—John Kiriakou, former CIA agent

		

	
		
			Introduction

			I believe the contents of this book serve as an articulable predicate for the United States government to open an immediate investigation into John Owen Brennan—Fifth Director of the Central Intelligence Agency. The book contains specific facts providing probable cause that evidence of misuse of TS/SCI security protocols for personal gain related to this individual exist in codeword compartment files at NSA and NCTC. If such files exist and demonstrate such misdoings, it should be argued the crime be classified as treason.

			The primary contents and research found within the pages of this book came to me for public presentation. They come from a former FBI agent with ties to the United States government intelligence community. Mr. John Donovan is that American intelligence source and due to his former employment, is unable to represent the following material as his own, due to conflict of interest issues. Please note that most of the following compendium was compiled by him and to the best of my knowledge, knowing his material to be accurate and truthful, I represent him and author his material. After his time with the FBI, he subsequently became an open-source intelligence analyst (OSINT).

			[image: ]

			The above accolades demonstrate this person’s investigative skill set. He will be henceforth referred to as the “OSINT” or “OSINT analyst.” It is my complete understanding that this eleven-year veteran (1988–2000) of the Bureau of Investigation was a stalwart and well-distinguished protector of truth for our Republic and its Constitution.

			In this book you will find solid assertions of evidential findings that clearly display what appears to be financial and intelligence fraud being committed on the American people and their allied international community. This is not an accusatory compendium. It is an open-source exposure. You and the U.S. and the international legal system, if need be, should demand this person and people be brought to justice if a crime or crimes have been committed. Again, the following pages are a report of findings that, to the best of author’s knowledge allege, based on the findings, that Mr. John Brennan, former Director of the CIA, may have committed a crime—and more than one, perhaps unbeknownst to himself, on the American people and their international allies.

			Federal treason is defined in the U.S. Constitution in Article III, Section 3 by an act of someone “adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort.”

			If, in a court of law, the subject matter of this book is proven to have committed such a heinous act on the United States and its allies, the consequence could be death. See U.S. Code Title 18.

			Without a shadow of a doubt, it would seem that the following chapters suggest that the former head of the CIA clearly corrupted national security protocols, resulting in the death of innocents, to deceive and defraud the American people and, therefore, if all then serve true, this person indeed has committed treason on the United States.

			Please note, if a link in the footnote is not accessible, I urge readers to put the link address into the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine for more accurate vetting. If it is still not accessible, it is likely the information and or the link to that information has been scrubbed from public view. Access to White House visitor logs may have to be requested and may certainly have been tampered with. It is out of my control if such misdeeds on the American people have been committed. I simply do my best to discuss the truth and convey it to you. As an author, I am giving an opinion as I see it based on the abundance of apparent facts that have become available to me via open source domain results given to me from the OSINT. Again, the majority of the research and findings are his.

			America is becoming increasingly and alarmingly more divided and polarized politically. It is not my intention in any way to lessen or detract from the service and work Mr. John Brennan gave to his country. I am simply the author of research that was presented to me based on prior conduct. I never personally intended to investigate Mr. Brennan or write about him in any way. As podcast host, I was simply approached in 2024 about reporting and commenting on research given to me with Mr. Brennan being of subject matter.

			America’s political polarization has caused me to spend years searching for a possible reason for this divided phenomenon. Simple operational causality of a constitutional republic? Or the effect of an engineered scheme designed to weaken and damage a prosperous nation? My findings point to the latter.

			Background: In the fall of 2016, while living in Miami Beach, Florida, I began a deep dive into the corruption surrounding the financial debt of the federal government of the United States of America. I was quickly led to the work of former Stanford Hoover Fellow Antony Sutton and soon after began a weekly podcast in the Wynwood neighborhood of Miami that became known as Discussions of Truth. My main target—awakening Americans to the alleged fraud tied to the Federal Reserve System.2

			I have attempted to reach Brennan for questioning—to no avail. Drain the swamp, America. It is up to you to hold these gangsters accountable, take them to task, and destroy their non-American agenda.

			Donald Trump has pulled his national security clearance and has banned him from entering federal buildings. I now present to you the alleged crimes of John Brennan.

			 

			

			
				
					2	Sutton, Antony. The Federal Reserve Conspiracy. 2014. https://archive.org/details/federalreserveco0000sutt.

				
			

		

	
		
			Chapter 1

			Introduction to John Owen Brennan

			This is not your typical biography of a public figure.

			This book is part biography, part contemporary history, part crime-scene investigation, and from a court of public opinion, part criminal indictment. Again, that is the author’s opinion based on research presented to me. This research is in no way an actual indictment. However, the purpose of this book is to awaken you, the reader, to the fact that you may be a victim of the main protagonist, John Owen Brennan, a prominent figure in the U.S. intelligence community. As we will see in detail, he may have stolen your time, your trust, your security, and your tax dollars to enrich himself. If the research in this book resonates with you, you must inquire and demand transparency of this person. What we do know now: Donald Trump just revoked his security clearance and access to federal buildings. This book is a very big deal.

			The protagonist’s apparent criminal scheme, enacted out over the course of many years, seems to have identified two types of “useful idiots” to carry out his plan. The first type were ideologically motivated terrorists who, it seems, Brennan enabled to kill and injure as many Americans as necessary to amass as great a fortune as possible for himself and his cronies. The second type of useful idiots were U.S. government employees who had a desire to serve their country and were eager to prove themselves as people worthy of trust. The second type are therefore just as much victims of Brennan’s criminal scheme as the terrified, dead, and injured civilians found as a result of the bombings and shootings carried out by the first type. Again, it is not my objective to detract from Brennan’s service or possible love of country. It is viable, should the research in this book be accurate, that he, too, may have been a victim of someone, something, some country, some company, or some scheme, unbeknownst to him, that may have been controlling him. It is my opinion that America is compromised; it has been invaded and it is controlled, by and large, by an enemy outside of it and with that said, I repeat, Mr. Brennan may have also been a victim.

			Despite all of the above, John Owen Brennan has had a government career worthy of much praise and admiration. Brennan traveled the world at taxpayer expense, visiting exotic locales. Brennan participated in, conceived, and directed the most important foreign intelligence operations in the last one hundred years. Brennan rubbed elbows with and influenced the most powerful leaders in the world—from advising the king of Saudi Arabia to conducting daily intelligence briefings for President Bill Clinton.3 Two former guests of my podcast had similar noteworthy CIA experiences: Ray McGovern and John Kiriakou. The latter has written one of this book’s forewords.

			A brief overview reveals the extraordinary opportunities the American republic gave John Brennan:

			•Chief of Station in Saudi Arabia for the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)4

			•Chief of Staff to CIA Director George Tenet on September 11, 20015

			•Founding Director of the National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC)6

			•National Security Advisor to President Obama for Counterterrorism (NSA/CT)

			•A term as director of the CIA7 (2013-2017)

			This book will document two aspects of the Jesuit-educated (Fordham University) Brennan’s alleged criminal scheme. The first aspect, described in detail in the following chapters, is how it appears Brennan illegally used U.S. National Security classification protocols to enable certain terrorists to successfully attack both the United States and a NATO ally. Alarming these assertions may be but, again they are simply conclusions based on research findings given to me by Mr. John Donovan. The goal of enabling the attacks was to induce massive increases in taxpayer funding for government contractors to prevent future terror attacks. It appears Brennan illegally owned stock in one such indispensable government contractor, which stood to gain billions in increased government spending. Whereas, the contractor was set to receive an increase in tax-payer funding if an attack happened. This was the objective and this is what transpired.

			This book will also document the second aspect of what appears to be a supposed scheme: how Brennan seemingly intentionally hid his proprietary ownership of stock. His connections to this same indispensable government contractor was seemingly facilitated by using what appear to be:

			•Eight fraudulent Personnel Public Financial Disclosure Forms (SF-278) for the years 2009 through 2017;

			•One fraudulent ethics waiver signed by President Obama;

			•One fraudulent letter to the U.S. Senate during his CIA director confirmation process;

			•By causing what appear to be at least fifteen fraudulent White House visitor log entries to be created, thirteen of which were seemingly made by Caroline Krency, Brennan’s National Security Council administrative assistant

			Let’s look at our presumed protagonist’s background. John Owen Brennan was born September 22, 1955, to Owen and Dorothy Brennan.8 His father, Owen Brennan, was a blacksmith who immigrated to the United States from the Republic of Ireland in 1948.9 According to her obituary, Brennan’s mother, Dorothy Brennan (nee Dunn), was a merchant marine shipping company employee and an ardent volunteer during the Second World War.10

			Owen and Dorothy Brennan raised their three children in North Bergen, New Jersey—then a peaceful suburb across the Hudson River from New York City. A good Irish Catholic family. Young John Brennan attended Immaculate Heart of Mary, a Catholic elementary school in West New York, New Jersey.11 Brennan’s birthdate places him squarely in the “baby boom” generation and his age indicates he spent the years 1962 through 1970 as a student at Immaculate Heart of Mary School.

			Nearly all the children in Brennan’s classes would have been children of parents where the father was a World War II veteran and the mom worked in some way supporting the war effort—a Rosie the Riveter–type. Brennan’s mother was reportedly heavily involved in helping the Allies win the war by working for a company that sent ships in convoy across the German-submarine-infested Atlantic Ocean.12

			The Battle of the Atlantic, which Brennan’s mother participated in by helping to send thousands of ships across the Atlantic Ocean, lasted from September 3, 1939, to May 8, 1945. For five long years, Brennan’s mother, Dorothy, participated in sending thousands of persons, many who were no doubt personal friends, into a combat zone where 3,500 Allied merchant ships were sunk and seventy-two thousand sailors lost their lives (9,521 American).13 Brennan’s mother, Dorothy, must have been affected by such prolonged exposure to suffering and loss, and she no doubt expressed those effects subconsciously into the rearing of her three children—including John.14

			There was no escaping the fact all the young families in his middle-class neighborhood had one or both parents who were intimately involved in serving during World War II, like Brennan’s mother. Brennan’s peers were kids from young families with multiple children who typically owned a single television set. In the 1960s most families gathered around this single TV set in the living room to watch the evening news and after-dinner shows.

			The most popular TV shows from 1962 to 1970 were Combat! (1962–1967), which depicted the unrelentingly dangerous life of army infantrymen during the war; 12 O’Clock High (1964–1967), which depicted the unrelentingly dangerous life of American bomber crews during the war; and Victory at Sea—a 1950s documentary series, re-run frequently in the 1960s, that depicted the unrelentingly dangerous life of sailors and merchant men during the war. Hollywood even provided some comic relief about life during the war for the 1960s viewing audience. One feature film was titled What Did You Do During the War, Daddy? (1966). On TV the comedy series Hogan’s Heroes (1965–1971) and McHale’s Navy (1962–1966) were equally popular and would have been watched by John Brennan and his peers. One can count on the fact that Brennan’s classmates spent some of their day in the playground discussing what their fathers did during the war.

			Brennan’s mother, Dorothy, was justly proud of her service during the war.15 John Brennan’s father, Owen, had a different story.16 The Republic of Ireland was neutral during World War II. Ireland arrested and interred any combatant (U.S., British, German) who entered their territory during the war. Owen Brennan did not serve the great cause of defending democracy like the other fathers at the school.

			Owen Brennan did not arrive in America until after the war was won. Owen Brennan probably felt blessed he didn’t have to fight for Ireland’s enemy: England. Owen may even have communicated to his children how stupid it was for America to fight to save England. Given the centuries of oppression the Irish suffered at the hands of the English this sentiment is understandable. But it was contrary to the prevailing narrative among American children at the time. I happen to be a California native. Trottier is a French name by origin and ancestry and my mother is English. So, I can’t relate to Mr. Brennan and his Irish upbringing in this regard.

			Children can be proud and very cruel. During his formative years, when the Immaculate Heart of Mary students talked about what they saw on TV the night before or held the schoolyard what-did-your-dad-do-during-the-war talks, John Brennan couldn’t participate. Brennan could not thump his chest with pride at his father’s wartime accomplishments—however imaginary the accomplishments of his peers’ fathers may have been. Avoiding the topic and avoiding cruel comments by his classmates, who puffed themselves up by putting others down, may have caused John Brennan to develop a bit of shame about his father’s non-participation in the great crusade—World War II.

			Following graduation from Immaculate Heart of Mary School, Brennan attended St. Joseph of the Palisades High School in West New York, New Jersey, from 1970 to 197317—the absolute height of the Vietnam War. St. Joseph of the Palisades was a small Catholic high school with only a few hundred students.18 There are important benefits to attending a small school where each student can receive appropriate attention from his instructors. These years provided the greatest loss of American lives in the ultimately futile military endeavor in Vietnam. His high school years also saw the greatest popular resistance to the military draft, which was sending Brennan’s peers to fight and die in a faraway land.

			The prospect of finishing high school and being sent to fight in Vietnam must have affected Brennan, as it did every other male teenager in America. Perhaps the growing opposition to the Vietnam War affirmed for the first time the benefits of his father’s non-participation in World War II. It must have been a great relief for Brennan when the military draft ended the same year he graduated high school. Without the draft Brennan would not need to apply for a college deferment as others of his generation had.

			Following high school Brennan attended Fordham University in New York City. After his freshman year at Fordham, Brennan spent the summer of 1974 in Indonesia, staying at the home of a cousin who worked for USAID.19 USAID, the U.S. Agency for International Development, an adjunct office of the U.S. Department of State, is a well-known CIA front organization. Coincidentally, USAID also employed President Barack Hussein Obama’s mother in Indonesia20 for a time (small world, huh?). USAID. The same organization the Trump administration (2.0) and Elon Musk have just uncovered millions of negligent and fraudulent spending in. Bob Keane, a classmate of John Brennan’s from sophomore year at Fordham, expressed the possibility that Brennan was recruited by the CIA as early as his visit to Indonesia in 1974.21 My personal opinion on USAID is that it is nothing more than a United Nations department of covert invasion. Not only do I want the Federal Reserve System abolished, I want the UN out of the U.S. and the U.S. out of the UN…if that makes sense.

			Two years later, in 1976, Brennan spent his junior year abroad, studying Arabic at American University in Cairo, Egypt.22 Brennan became a fluent Arabic speaker because of his time in Cairo. Brennan graduated from Fordham in 1977 with a BA in political science.23 Brennan’s graduate school studies indicate a continued interest in foreign affairs. He completed his education at the University of Texas at Austin, in 1980 with a master of arts degree in government, with a concentration in Middle East studies.24

			I believe the reader needs to recall the situation in the United States in the post–Vietnam War years when Brennen was in college. As those readers of a certain age will recall, from 1973 to 1974, the Saudi Arabia–led Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), conducted an oil embargo against the United States. The oil embargo caused the price of oil to skyrocket over 300 percent.25 The OPEC oil embargo of October 1973 was begun to punish the United States for supporting Israel during Egypt and Syria’s surprise attack on Israel in the Yom Kippur War.26

			Egypt and Syria lost the Yom Kippur War, with great loss of life and material, largely as a result of the United States’ support for Israel. U.S. support saw the transfer of thousands of U.S. armored vehicles from NATO bases in Europe to Israel. U.S. tanks from bases in Germany were flown by transport aircraft to Israel fully armed and fueled. Israeli soldiers would board the tanks on the runway and drive them directly into battle against overwhelming Egyptian forces. This emergency resupply by the U.S. is a major factor in how Israel won the Yom Kippur War—and Egypt’s allies vowed to punish the U.S.

			The oil embargo’s massive increase in oil prices caused the United States to initiate rationing of gasoline for the first time since World War II and enforce significant reductions in the speed limit.27 Gasoline rationing affected every person in America. Every driver in America had to wait in blocks-long lines every other day for months on end. John Brennan was a freshman at Fordham University at this time and no doubt was personally affected by the oil embargo—as were all Americans. What newly licensed car driver was not? If nothing else, Brennan would have observed firsthand how political action in one country affects the life of a person in another. And it was after this embargo by supporters of Egypt’s surprise attack on Israel on Yom Kippur that Brennan spent a year abroad in the country that started the war: Egypt.

			Brennan spent the years 1978 to 1980 in Austin, Texas, at the University of Texas. At UT, Brennan obtained his master’s in government with a concentration in Middle Eastern studies. For context, one must recall the Cold War situation between the United States and communist Russia (the former Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, or USSR), when our hero was a student at the University of Texas at Austin. It was the Soviets who armed both Egypt and Syria for the Yom Kippur War with Israel. It was Soviet weaponry that was defeated by U.S. weaponry in the war. The Cold War began soon after World War II and consisted of various confrontations between the U.S. and the USSR. Some of the confrontations we won (Berlin Airlift, 1948–1949) or ended in a draw (Korean War, 1950–1953), but the USSR and the communist movement generally won (East European dominance, 1949; China, 1949; Cuba, 1959; Vietnam, 1975). The United States’ involvement in Afghanistan, beginning in 1980, was when Brennan decided to join the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA).
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			Chapter 2

			Brennan’s Career

			The USSR invaded Afghanistan in December 1979 while Jimmy Carter was president. President Carter boycotted the Moscow Olympics in 1980 to punish the Soviet Union—preventing thousands of young American athletes from competing. President Carter’s National Security Advisor, Zbigniew Brzezinski, conceived of a plan to punish the Soviet Union for invading Afghanistan: the U.S. would train and arm “freedom fighters” in Afghanistan. The U.S. training of Afghan freedom fighters became the CIA’s new Operation Cyclone.28 It was in this cultural and political milieu of economic repression by foreign governments (OPEC embargo) and invasion of Afghanistan by a generally successful Soviet Union that John Brennan decided to join the CIA.

			Carter’s successor, President Ronald Reagan, was staunchly opposed to communism. The hallmark of Reagan’s two-term administration (1981–1989) was a series of efforts to defeat the Soviet Union once and for all. Most notably among President Reagan’s efforts was a significant build-up of the U.S. military and the massive expansion of the covert war against the Soviet Union in Afghanistan.29 As noted above, the covert war in Afghanistan was managed by the CIA under the codename Operation Cyclone.30

			During Operation Cyclone hundreds of millions of dollars for training and weapons were provided to anti-Soviet fighters recruited from across the Muslim world.31 This group, called the mujahideen, was primarily trained in Pakistan by U.S. and allied country intelligence agencies (like Britain’s MI6) and then sent into Afghanistan with CIA-supplied weapons. One can easily imagine how large an operation existed in Pakistan to support Operation Cyclone when one remembers that literally tens of thousands of civilian volunteers from scores of Muslim nations had to be trained to be effective soldiers, armed, and then inserted into Afghanistan from Pakistan over a ten-year period. The number of mujahideen trained under CIA funding totaled in the hundreds of thousands.

			One such mujahideen who was recruited, trained, and armed by the CIA was a Saudi national named Osama bin Laden.32 Bin Laden was attending university in 1979 when he was recruited by the CIA to support the massive Operation Cyclone in Pakistan.33 After participating in Operation Cyclone from 1980 to 1988, bin Laden founded al-Qaeda in 1988.34 It was bin Laden’s al-Qaeda that launched numerous terror attacks against the United States that led to U.S. forces fighting in Afghanistan for over twenty years, from 2001 to 2022. Coincidentally, Brennan ended his tenure as CIA director just five years prior to the ending of U.S. military operations in Afghanistan.

			According to his White House biography, “Brennan began his career as an intelligence officer in 1980 with the Central Intelligence Agency’s Directorate of Operations as a career trainee.” The same biography also reports that Brennan joined the CIA’s Directorate of Intelligence in 1981.35 The Directorate of Intelligence (DI) is generally known to be the branch of the agency that employs intelligence analysts (IA) as opposed to the Directorate of Operations (DO) which employs operational intelligence officers (IO)—spies. However, the intelligence game is famous for using misdirection to confuse their opposition. Brennan might possibly have been a DO officer (a spy) undercover as a DI analyst, masquerading as a State Department employee, to confuse any opposing counterintelligence agency.

			Think about it: When Brennan was assigned overseas as a DI “analyst,” the local counterintelligence (CI) forces would perceive him as less of a threat to their country because he was just an analyst. As a lesser threat, the local CI forces would focus fewer resources on determining what Brennan was actually doing in their country. By encouraging the local counterintelligence service to focus their investigative efforts on someone other than Brennan, Brennan would have greater freedom of operation in the field. This may possibly be what happened during Brennan’s first overseas assignment in Saudi Arabia, but we will never know until his CIA records are opened.

			Brennan reportedly joined the Central Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) Directorate of Intelligence (CIA/DI) as a lowly intelligence analyst during the height of the Cold War in 198036 or 1981.37 After a year or so at CIAHQ, Brennan served under diplomatic cover in the U.S. Consulate in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, from 1982–1984.38 For the uninitiated in spy tradecraft, diplomatic cover is where an intelligence officer, or analyst, is listed as a U.S. State Department (USDS) employee with a State Department day job for the public (and the host-country counterintelligence service) to see, when he is in fact working for the CIA. Diplomatic cover also provides diplomatic immunity from prosecution for any crimes committed by the CIA employee during the overseas posting.

			As noted above, within two years of joining the CIA, Brennan was assigned to the U.S. Consulate in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, under State Department cover as a political officer.39 Brennan’s White House biography mischaracterized the U.S. offices in Jeddah as the U.S. Embassy.40 There is only one U.S. Embassy per nation and the U.S. Embassy is in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, not Jeddah. This misrepresentation of the truth in Brennan’s White House biography is just one example of a pattern of lying in official documents that is a common theme of John Brennan’s government service. Lying liars lie.

			Lying in a White House biography is not a crime, but lying to Congress under oath is. The most famous example of Brennan’s pattern of false official statements (violations of 18 U.S. Code Section 1001) was his denial as director of the CIA that the CIA illegally spied on U.S. Senate investigators. The Senate investigators were looking into CIA torture of prisoners during the Global War on Terror.41 More substantive examples of Brennan’s pattern of false official statements will be described in greater detail later in our narrative. To bring our focus back to his career timeline, we note Brennan completed his undercover assignment at the U.S. Consulate Jeddah in 1984.42

			The reader’s attention is directed to the fact that the early 1980s, when our hero joined the CIA, marked the beginning of the Reagan administration. The main adversary of the United States during this time was the Soviet Union. President Reagan focused his administration’s foreign policy on defeating the Soviets. Reagan believed that the best opportunity to seriously weaken the Soviet system was via the CIA’s clandestine war in Afghanistan.

			The Soviet Union, a communist regime, was trying to impose its materialistic philosophy on a staunchly Muslim population. Beyond the religious aspect of Afghani resistance to the Soviet invasion, the people of Afghanistan pride themselves on defeating every single invader since Alexander the Great, three hundred years before the birth of Christ, and nine hundred years before the founding of Islam. Afghani anti-invader sentiment did not begin with the Soviet invasion—it is a point of cultural pride. The Soviets ignored this defining trait of the Afghan people in 1979, and U.S. leaders ignored this defining Afghani trait from 2002 to 2022.

			The CIA clandestine war in Afghanistan, Operation Cyclone, began under the administration of President James Carter in July 1979, six months prior to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan itself. The Carter administration’s initial support of Afghani anti-communist sentiment was in response to the takeover of the Afghani government by a domestic communist regime in 1978. The 1978 regime’s violent oppression of religious opponents of the regime’s changes to Afghani society caused violent unrest to grow throughout the country.

			As the new communist government’s oppression accelerated, causing even more popular opposition to communist reforms, more
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