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			Dan Brown 

			American writer

			
					Born in Exeter (New Hampshire) in 1964

					Notable works:	Angels & Demons (2000), noel

	The Da Vinci code (2003), novel

	The Lost Symbol (2009), novel




			

			He graduated in Art and Literature at Amherst College and The Philipps Exeter Academy (New Hampshire). In 1997, he tried his hand at writing and published his first novel, Digital Fortress (1998), which was a testimony to his interest in codes and conspiracies, which would become recurrent themes throughout his works. But it was not until The Da Vinci Code (2003), second volume in his trilogy (with Angels & Demons in 2000 and The Lost Symbol in 2009) dedicated to Robert Langdon, a professor of religious symbolism, that he achieved true success and became recognized as a bestselling author throughout the world.

		


		
			The Da Vinci Code

			A bestseller focused on religious symbols

			
					Genre: novel

					Reference edition: Brown, D. (2003) The Da Vinci Code. [Online]. [Accessed 24 November 2015]. Available from: <http://tikaboo.com/library/davincicode.pdf>

					First edition: 2003

					Themes: Grail, art, investigation, suspense, mystery, symbols, religion

			

			Published in 2003, The Da Vinci Code is Dan Brown’s fourth novel. In this esoteric thriller, the author leads us in a real chase through France and England, in search of the mysterious Grail and those who have done everything to keep it safe or destroy it. Scattering legends and historical facts throughout his work, Dan Brown weaves a story whose outcome could change the world. A true bestseller, several tens of millions of copies of the book have been sold in the world and the book was quickly adapted for the cinema (2006).

		


		
			Summary

			A murder at the Louvre

			Staying in Paris because of a lecture, Robert Langdon, a professor of religious symbolism at the University of Harvard, is woken up by the police: they need him to investigate the murder of Jacques Saunière, the curator of the Louvre Museum. The latter has been savagely attacked and tormented, before being killed by an albino called Silas in the big gallery of the Louvre. His body has been found in the middle of a Pentagram (a five-pointed star with magical meaning) and symbols. The disposition of the body is reminiscent of The Vitruvian Man, an anatomical drawing by Leonardo da Vinci (Italian artist and scientist, 1542-1519).

			After having committed this murder, the monk Silas managed to enter the Saint Sulpice Church in the middle of the night, thanks to his contacts with the Opus Dei (catholic institution founded in 1928). There, he has to find a mysterious cornerstone for the “Master”.

			Once arrived at the museum, Langdon meets the police inspector in charge of the investigation, Bezu Fache. A cryptographer (cryptography consists of hiding a text behind codes) called Sophie Neveu, who happens to be the victim’s granddaughter, tells him that she has deciphered the code left by Saunière. According to her, it is the Fibonacci sequence out of order, a simple “numerical joke” (p. 101), followed by the following message: “O DRACONIAN DEVIL! OH, LAME SAINT! P.S. FIND ROBERT LANGDON.” (p.113). Sophie deduces from this that Saunière wanted her to meet Langdon. Moreover, she warns Langdon: Fache is convinced that he is the culprit. To prove what she says, she shows him that he wears a GPS tracker on him. Langdon quickly understands that Saunière’s message refers to The Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci. He also explains to Sophie that the sign P.S. coupled with a fleur-de-lis is the symbol of a secret society, the Priory of Sion, to which Leonardo da Vinci also belonged. This order was founded by Godefroy of Bouillon (c. 1061-1100), whose legend is known under the name of the Holy Grail. 

			When Fache hears that the cryptography service never sent Sophie, an alarm echoes in the museum. The police chase the two escapees by following the GPS tracker which Sophie has thrown out of the window while the two heroes stay in the Louvre. They then begin a real paper chase. They discover a message on The Mona Lisa: “So dark the con of man”. Sophie understands that it is the anagram of The Madonna of the Rocks, another painting by da Vinci, and at the back of that painting, she finds a key on which an address is engraved. After having neutralized a guard, they both leave the museum. The key brings them to a Swiss bank where they are given access to a vault which they manage to open. There, they find a rosewood casket. However, the director cautions them that the police have been warned of their arrival and helps them to get out of the bank in an armored vehicle.

			Meanwhile, the Bishop Aringarosa, president of the Opus Dei, arrives at the Vatican for a secret meeting, bringing with him a briefcase full of money in the form of marketable securities.

			On the trail of the Holy Grail

			During their journey, Sophie and Robert open the casket: in it, they find a cryptex, another of Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions, which allows for keeping documents secret. On the casket is a medallion depicting a rose, the symbol of the Grail. Langdon understands that they are in possession of the cornerstone, a kind of map that would enable them to discover where the Holy Grail is and that Saunière was the Great Master of the Priory of Sion. When the vehicle stops, the director of the bank threatens Sophie and Langdon with a gun to get the casket back. However, they manage to escape and go to Leigh Teabing’s, who is a friend of Robert’s and a specialist in religious history and the Grail. Sadly, they do not know that he is the Master who ordered the murder in the first place.

			Teabing launches into a lengthy explanation: da Vinci was not only the guardian of the Grail, he also painted it. In the painting The Last Supper, the Grail is not a cup but a person, Mary Magdalen, the wife of Christ. Then Holy Grail, whose etymology shows that it means “royal blood”, is the “chalice which contains the blood of Christ” (p. 404), thus a child of Jesus and Mary Magdalene. Throughout the centuries, the Templars, then the Priory of Sion made it their mission to protect the documents mentioning Mary Magdalene’s motherhood and her tomb, but also to guard and protects Jesus’ descendants.

			Robert thinks about the enigma of the cryptex and Sophie understands that it is written in mirror script and that it mentions the Templars. They manage to open the cryptex thanks to the word Sofia, which means ‘wisdom’ in Greek, and find a second cryptex sealed with a second enigma: “In London lies a knight a Pope interred. His labor’s fruit a Holy wrath incurred. You seek the orb that ought be on his tomb. It speaks of Rosy flesh and seeded womb.”

			Silas, warned that Sophie and Robert have the cornerstone, enters Teabing’s castle to get it back, but fails. As for the police, having discovered that the escapees are at the castle, they intervene but find the place deserted. Robert, Sophie, Teabing, Teabing’s chauffer and Silas, their prisoner, are driving to the airport of Bourget to fly over to London. After having been freed by Teabing’s servant, Silas takes Teabing as a hostage and gets the cornerstone back.

			Robert and Sophie go to Temple Church, a church built by the Templars, but they don’t find any tomb. They then go to the Institute of Religious Sciences and decipher the riddle: Isaac Newton (English physicist, mathematician and astronomer, 1642-1727), a knight and a friend of Alexander Pope (English poet, 1688-1744) is buried at Westminster Abbey. There, they find Teabing who threatens them with a gun. He tells Sophie that her parents and brothers did not die in a car accident, as she had thought. He forces Robert to open the cornerstone, but Robert throws the cryptex which shatters on the ground. Taking advantage of the ensuing confusion, Sophie gets the gun and Robert discreetly takes the parchment. While Teabing begs him to tell him where the Grail is, Langdon answers that “only the worthy find the Grail”.

			In accordance with the message of the cryptex, Robert and Sophie go to Rosslyn Chapel, a church built by the Templars. There, Sophie finds her brother and her grandmother, Marie Chauvel. She explains to Sophie and her brother that they are the descendants of Mary Magdalene. She also tells Robert that the Grail is to be found in France.

			Back in Paris, Robert follows the ancient Rose Line, which leads him to the Louvre, where he sees two pyramids touching at their tips: this is where Mary Magdalene is resting.

		


		
			Character study

			Robert Langdon

			Professor of religious symbolism at the University if Harvard, Robert Langdon is the author of many controversial works about symbols and sects. Charmed by Sophie, he offers her his help and launches with her into an investigation that is bigger than he is; he is the scientific reference that allows the young woman to progress.

			Sophie Neveu

			Originally from France, Sophie was taught in an English school before entering into the cryptography service. She is described as having “a natural and authentic beauty” (p. 87), and “the obstinacy of a pit-bull” (p. 96). She is Jacques Saunière’s granddaughter and has been raised by him ever since her parents and brother’s death in a car accident when she was four. A woman of action, of a rather skeptical and distrustful nature, she is the main character, along with Robert Langdon. Her Christian name is an allusion to Sofia, which reminds of wisdom in the New Testament. At the end of their journey, she learns that she is Jesus’s descendant.

			Jacques Saunière

			Aged 76, Jacques Saunière is the curator of the Louvre museum. Considered a defender of the arts, he is competent and passionate, and is the specialist of the great goddess and the Sacred Feminine. He considers Sophie as “his own daughter” (p. 514), teaches her how to solve riddles and enigmas. Grand Master of the Priory of Sion, he is murdered by the monk Silas. Before he dies, he tries everything to pass on the secret to his granddaughter.

			Bezu Fache

			A bulky, pig-headed and

			Silas

			
			Leigh Teabing

			
			Bishop Manuel Aringarosa
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