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Prelude

Someone’s Big City USA
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Darkness, at what appears to be an old house in the dead of night. Moving down a hallway towards a door at the end, a loud yell and a slash echo from the other side, then a name is screamed “Cj!!” the door opens and a young girl’s voice yells out “Dj!!” a flash of light then darkness.

Her eyes opens, and her heart rate and pressure are up, but she ignores it. From her earpiece, a voice speaks “Axel, Axel, hey Axel. Cj! Cj! baby girl! you’re there?” Then she gently presses the piece and answers, “I’m here F.” F says the mission's a bust. Agent Capricorn needs aid. Your orders are to move in and assist. Axel says, “Orders received, moving to assist.” She grabs her gear and prepares to recline down the large hotel she’s on. As she leaps off the rooftop, another voice sounds off from her earpiece,

“Agent Axel, this is Colonel Piedmont. You have new orders. I repeat, you have new orders. Clear, sweep, and clean. I say again clear, sweep and clean.”

“F” speaks up “But Colonel, what about agent Capricorn?’’

Piedmont answers “Stand down F, Capricorn has been compromised Axel, you have your orders.”

Axel replies “Roger that Colonel.” she swings toward a window, and clashes through “CLASH!!” as she lands inside a room, she grabs both of her pistols and fires at five goons surrounding agent Capricorn, who's been slapped around a bit “BANG, BANG, BANG” two goons fall as the others duck and covers. CLICK, CLICK, CLICK, she out of rounds, she quickly unhooks from her gear as one of the goons rushes at her, she reaches for her katana and says to it,

“Sunflower you are needed.” she ducks under the goon’s punch then slashes a large gash across his back, he falls to the floor as a second goon charge at her with a knife, she blocks it and rams Sunflower through his chest. The third goon pulls out two long blades he swings them all around his chest, and stares at her.

Axel says “Sunflower, is he challenging us?” The goon gives her the swordsman salute as he raises one of the blades to his head. Axel returns the salute and says, “A duel then.” they both smile, then charge each other. “TING! TING! CLINK! the swords meet, then they back away from each other, Axel looks at Sunflower and says, “You slut. You like both of them.” the goon looks puzzled hearing her speak to her sword. He charges again, and the blades clash “KA-CLING!” DING!” the goon slices upwards, cutting the side of her face “Ouch!” she yells, he powers kicks her in the chest, which knocks her hard into the dresser behind her, shattering it. As she lays on the floor, she thinks to herself “That hurts everywhere.”

The goon moves in on her for the kill. She thinks “I’ve only got seconds.” as she pulls out a small digger saying to it, “Daisy, you are needed.” The goon starts to swing down with his sword over her, but she punches Daisy through his foot, causing him to yell, and fall back enough for her to move to better ground. She grabs Sunflower saying, “Let’s finish this.” She rams Sunflower through the goon’s chest, then runs it upwards toward his throat. As he falls to the floor, the first goon with the slashed back runs for the door, she grabs her digger saying, “Daisy, get him.” she throws it so hard that the blade punches through the back of his head to the front. His body falls to the floor.

Agent Capricorn jumps from the bed  runs over to Axel and hugs her as she cries “Axel!” “Axel, you saved me!” “Thank you, thank you!” “They were going to kill me!” Axel doesn’t say a word as Capricorn continues “I, I can’t.” “I can’t do this anymore.” I just can’t, I want out.” Axel says, “I know.” Capricorn pauses and pulls back from her as she notices the sound of Axel’s voice, then she steps back as she sees Axel’s expression she asks, “Cj what’s w...” Capricorn’s words are interrupted as Axel swings Sunflower taking a chunk out of her throat causing her to choke on her own blood. Unable to speak, or breathe, she grabs her throat trying to stop the bleeding.

She falls to her knees looking up, and her eyes ask the question her mouth can’t. Axel answers,

“Because you fail sister.” “The goons here weren’t trying to kill you.” “You were feeding them information.” “You were selling out the Agency, Wasn’t you?”

Tears flow from Capricorn’s eyes as her body starts to fall to the floor, Axel catches her and eases her down. Tears flow from Axel as she says “I’m so sorry sister, but you broke the code, and I have my orders.” She takes Daisy and slowly drives it into Capricorn’s chest as she says “Shhhh sister, embrace the darkness then go to the light.” “I will join you soon.” “I love you.” Capricorn’s eyes close as her life force fades away. Axel cries.
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Chapter I

Reality Check
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A few minutes passed as she continues crying and holding Capricorn’s body. Finally, she gets a call from F. “Axel? Axel?! Cj!” he yells.

Then the call from the Colonel rings in “Agent Axel, report! I repeat report. Now!” Axel gently presses her earpiece and answers “The area is cleared and swept sir.”

F answers “I’m sorry Cj. You and Capricorn were so close.” she replies “Yeah, yeah we were.”

Colonel Piedmont interrupts “Ah enough of the mushy shit! Continue to phase two, then get the hell out of there!” she answers “Roger,”.

Minutes later after she has placed all the bodies in the bathtub, she starts spraying them with a chemical compound that starts to dissolve them down to a melted and unrecognized state. Now she sprays a second compound which dissolves away all the many fingerprints that would be found in the room. As she cleans the blood from her blades the front door opens, three men in full white hazmat suits walks in, and the lead steps up to her saying,

“We’ll take it from here agent.”

She nods her head as she heads back to the busted window, she looks back d seeing more men entering the room, two of them are carrying a replacement window. She grips and reconnects her gear, gently presses the earpiece, and says “F., I need you.” as she jumps out pulling upwards towards the rooftop F answers “I’m always here for you baby girl.”

Demons, many of us seem to have them, and while so many of us are unaware, some of us know and understand that we can find ourselves daily in a continuous battle with our very own demon, or demons.

For Axel, the battle with hers rages onward hourly and almost nonstop, only getting breaks when she's on missions killing, as she creates even more demons for her to battle.

For even now she can hear the yelling, the screaming, the sounds of “Cj!” “Nooooo!” she sees the flash of light then darkness.

She jumps as her eyes open. She hears F speak “Cj? Cj? You alright?” she shakes her head and says “I’m fine.  Why you ask?” he answers,

“Well you look dazed and confused, plus you jumped as you keep saying no, no, no. So, I guess you were having that nightmare again.”

She stares at him saying, “I’m fine, continue your work.” he huffs saying “Okay then. Lay back in the chair and turn your head so I can see it better.” “Yeah. That’s a nasty cut babe. from your ear down the jaw to your chin. He huffs again saying “That may leave a very nasty scare. Well let’s see what we can do to fix you up.” he grabs a small device and starts to activate it as Axel opens her eyes asking,

“What is that?” F responds “Oh this is one of my new toys. It emits a blue light.” she cuts him
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