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I felt like I was dying, as my mouth was dry, like the Grand Canyon. I had to run a mile in the scorching hot sun. Vince, if we don’t leave here soon, I'm gonna pass out real quick” said Jay. My friend Jay is more of the comedian type as you would refer to. Hey Vince, are you listening to me? Jay said, yeah, why? "Either you were dozing off or you were looking at that girl's butt and I can’t blame you". I was dozing off,” said Vince. The coach blew the whistle and yelled "Okay, everyone, it's time to go back in. Finally, Jay says with joyfulness, I am thirsty; no one better not be at the fountain as Jay runs back to school. Vince walked back and took his time, as he felt his phone vibrate. He pulls out his phone and sees a message from his other best friend Charlotte. “Someone is moving next door to you”, “how do you know that? Vince asked, “I skipped school today”, “oh, that's why you're not here today”. “Can you bring my math and history work to me after school”, “Sure” Vince responded, “thank you”, “no problem, Vince said back.

The Coach looked over at Vince and said Put away that phone and hurry up and go change! You only have seven minutes until the next class starts! Vince goes to the locker room and right as he gets there everyone is leaving. But Vince didn’t mind; at least there was peace and quiet for once. Vince liked that he had the whole locker room to himself just for a few minutes. As Vince was changing quickly, he trips and hits his face real hard on the hard floor. Five minutes later, someone found him lying on the ground; Then rushed him to the nurse.

How did this happen, the nurse implied?

I was in a rush, so I was changing into my clothes as fast as I could before my next class”. Then all of a sudden I tripped on a half empty gatorade bottle that someone didn’t throw away”. Right after that I hit my nose on the floor and my nose started bleeding everywhere”.

The nurse looks at Vince with a questionable face "So you were changing and tripped on a gatorade bottle, then your face hit the ground”, the nurse repeated back.

Vince nodded his head.

Nurse Isabella said in a lovely voice and in a caring way “are you sure you're okay?  

Vince responded in a nonchalant tone “well, right now i'm fine, my head, and nose just really hurt right now”.Isabella got up and grabbed some ice as she scooped it from the medium-sized fridge and put it in a zip lock bag as she took a towel and wrapped it around. “Here is some ice for your nose and here is a pain reliever, don’t worry I called your mom earlier from when you came in here bleeding all over the place. She said it was okay, said Nurse Isabella. I think you should go home for today and rest, go to the office and make sure to get some rest and put some ice on your nose to keep the swelling from going down,” said Isabella. 

Vince sat down in the office waiting for his mom to pick him up. Since it’s Vinces last year of highschool, he could have just signed himself out. But the problem is, he doesn’t have his license, well, not yet, at least. When Vince took his drivers test at the beginning of sophomore year, he failed due to bad eyesight. Back when Vince was a kid, he had a bad head injury due to playing baseball for only three weeks because his mom told him to play a sport. Vince went up to bat and the pitcher hit the right side of his head. His nose started bleeding and he had to rush to the hospital. So the doctor explained in a serious tone “your right eye had a little bit of damage, but we can operate on it to make it where it won’t become a lazy eye”. Vince had to get eye surgery that week, which took a few weeks to heal . Years later, his right eye has gotten better, but now Vince is sitting in an office having his mom pick him up until he redoes his test, which is in a few weeks. 

While Vince sits waiting for his mom. He starts to reminisce about his past by looking through his old photos on his phone of when he was a kid. “I remember this day,” Vince says to himself with a grin on his face. “Get off of me, you giraffe” little Jay says to Ben, the bully. Ben threw little Jay on the ground “We wouldn’t have this problem if you would just shut up about my mom”. Little Jay Replies Back to Ben “What! “It’s true your mom is hot. Ben punches little Jay in the arm. “Ouch, that's why your grandma is bald and you have a big head. Ben was about to punch little Jay again until little Vince came to the rescue. Vince grabbed a basketball and threw it at Ben's head. “Leave him alone”, yeah, leave him alone as a little girl with ponytails joined him. A teacher notices what’s going on, so he says “hey! What is going on here!

Everyone said “nothing” because they didn’t wanna get in trouble; instead, the teacher told the four kids to go to the office. The principal calls in each kid, one by one, to get the truth out of them. Jay says “I need a lawyer”, the little girl says “the big fat head kid started bullying the other kid, so I said leave him alone”., Vince says “the reason why I threw a basketball at his head was because he was bullying him. Lastly Ben came in and said “Jay started calling my mom names and I pushed him”. The principal responds back in a disappointed tone “just get out of my office. I've heard enough. Each kid went back to the office to wait for their mom or dad to pick them up. Ben left first, Then there were three kids sitting in the office. Vince was the first to talk, “so umm, what’s both your names”. Jay says enthusiastically “my name is Jayden, but since you guys helped me out, you can call me Jay”. “My name is Charlotte said non-chalantly. Well, my name is “Vince”, Jays asks Vince and Charlotte “So why did you guys help me”, Vince replies “because Ben the bully, was picking on you. Jay starts to laugh “I like that name. Ben the bully." Charlotte says “Yeah, me too, we should stick with it”.

Well, I gotta go, said Charlotte. But I’ll see you guys tomorrow. As Vince and Jay wave their goodbyes. Jay points out to Vince “you gotta phone”, as it shows from his right pocket. “Yeah, but the reason why I have a phone is because my mom can be super protective sometimes, so she gave me a phone in case something happens. Jay responds “That's cool”, Vince asks Jay “so you don’t have one. “No, my mom said I can get one when I'm at least sixteen”, “oh, I have an idea, do you wanna take a picture with me”. Jay says ``Yes! With excitement. They both get up and Vince moves his tiny hand up while holding the phone in the air as little Jay and little Vince smile. Ever since then, Jay, Vince and Charlotte have been friends for nine years ever since that day.

Hey You, Hey kid!! Vince Snaps out of it; your mom is here. Vince leaves the office; as he was walking he saw a girl with red lipstick, blonde hair and a black outfit. As the girl walks past Vince, she stops and turns around.

What happened to your nose?

Vince was startled, shocked even, Vince's palms started sweating.

Hello?

Oh, I'm sorry, repeat that again, Vince said.

I asked you, what's wrong with your nose?

I tripped on a gatorade bottle, then tripped and broke my nose. Well, I think it broke.

Hmmm, my name is Amber, by the way, thought you should know.

Oh, well, I'm Vince, but I better get going so I can go get my nose checked. I mean, my mom is a nurse anyways."

Amber replies back "your mom is a nurse".

Vince nods his head and says yeah".

Alright Vince, I guess I'll see you around then.

Vince says" cya then leaves out the back door

As Vince goes to the car, he has a thought he had seen her plenty of times. Gym class, lunch, and sometimes when walking through the halls, but she had never noticed him until she noticed his bloody nose. Vince got in his mom's white Honda as she looked at him with anger. Vince puts his seat belt on and looks the other way. She took Vince to the hospital to get his nose checked, and then hours later she drops Vince off; she rolls down the window and says "hey I'll be running late tonight but there should be left over food in the house", "okay, just go save some lives". Vince's mom drives off. Vince looks to his left and sees a sign that says sold. But no one was there; it looked empty, as if no one had bought it. “Boo!! as Charlotte came from behind to scare Vince. “Haha said sarcastically, very funny, Vince said. I can never scare you, you're like a human statue. “You're like one of those guys that stand there for hours and hours just to look cool and get money”. “A golden mime, Vince answered”, “yes, that’s the one.

“Anyways, did you grab my papers from school, '' Charlotte asks while looking at Vince with a questionable stare. “Um, yeah, it’s in my bookbag," said Vince, “okay, well, where is your book bag then, Charlotte crosses her arms. “What had happened was, there was a fire in the chemistry lab and it burned in the fire.”, Charlotte said with an earnest tone "Ben took it, didn’t he. “Yeah, Vince said in a nervous tone”. “You're such a bad liar, first off! We don't even have a chemistry lab; it’s a science class room with glass beakers and we barely use them. “Why do you let Ben bully you”, “ Vince says confidently. I don’t let him; he just calls me names and tripped me a couple times”. “Don’t forget, freshman year he took your food, then dumped it on you and embarrassed you in front of the girl you like, you know, the one that you can never talk to, or if you do you’ll get really nervous when talking to her. 

“Ok, I get it, but it’s fine. Ben is a senior and he’s gonna be leaving in two months, then he will go off to who knows where and nobody will care. “ Also, the girl I like is none of your concern”. “Ok, well I'm leaving, have fun doing whatever you're doing (Charlotte says intensely while storming off). Vince goes back to his house and opens the door as he hears the tv playing. Vince says to himself (quietly) “what the hell is going on”. Vince moves quietly and closely towards the living room; as he grabs a silver golf club, he sees a head poking from the couch. Vince raises his arms up, as Jay turns around “what the hell are you doing!, “How did you get into my house Vince said”. “I got out of school earlier, my mom came and picked me up and your mom let me in bozo, so put that golf club down before you hurt someone and it ain’t gonna be me”. Jay says. “where did you even get the golf club”, ``It's near the front door; as you walk in. Jay looks over and says "oh".

“I heard you had a new neighbor. Jay said with excitement, “yeah, I haven’t met him or her yet”. “Well let's go then!”, “Why do you wanna go, Vince said with little confusion”. “First off, I am bored and second, maybe they have a daughter that’s my age”. “Even if they had a daughter, you probably wouldn’t get with her”, “Oh, so now you think I don’t got game”. ”Okay, fine, let’s go then”. “Bet Jay said it intensely”. Vince and Jay walk out of the house to visit the next door neighbor. Vince and Jay walked up to the door, about to ring the doorbell. “Okay, hold on, press it once, and if she doesn't come we leave,” said Vince. Jay looks at Vince while moving his finger slowly towards the doorbell. 

The doorbell rings as Jay presses it. Vince and Jay wait for a minute. “Okay, let's go”, Jay looks at Vince again with a smile on his face and presses it, “okay, what are you doing”.“I'm just making sure if someone is here, if not we can go”, someone opens the door as Jay's jaw drops and Vince's eyes open wide. It was two girls standing right next to each other. But Vince knew the one on the right; it was the girl he liked for a year. And the other girl had red hair, blue eyes, and a leather jacket with jeans. Amber asks “you're that one guy that tripped on a gatorade bottle and hit your nose really bad”. Jay and the red-haired girl start giggling. Vincee asks the red haired girl her name and she replies “my name is Rebecca”. Amber, Amber says yeah, my sister is older than me by a year.. Vincee and Jay get this weird expression on their faces. Amber says “What?” Jay says excitedly “She’s your sister!, “yeah Amber answered “I didn't think you had a sister because I never saw her around. Rebecca Replies, So by saying oh, it’s because i'm homeschooled. Vince and Jay synchronized by saying“ Oh". Vince asks out of curiosity “so, is your mom here”, no, she doesn’t get up. I mean, get here till midnight; she works at the hospital near us Rebecca says". “The one near Ridgeville,'' said Vince.

––––––––
[image: ]


Why do you ask? Amber says with hesitancy. “Oh, I was just curious,'' said Vince.”, “Well, I'm gonna get going now, c'mon Jay, let's head back. Amber and Rebbeca waving their goodbyes with a creepy smile. Vince starts walking down the small blue steps. Vince gets this weird feeling like a chill down his spine, as he felt something was off. But Vince kept on walking, as Vince and Jay got back to the
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