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PREFACE:




Public attention and scrutiny has dimmed following most of these notable, tragic and publicized events, deaths and murders. Each included historical profile spawns a secondary tale concerning the surviving victims, intimate family coping with loss and the consequential aftermath. The edition highlights sixty momentous and obscure calamities and their profound effect on those left behind. In some instances the immediate trauma and impact has become lethal. In other instances, the road towards recovery has generated a profound influence on others. These accompanying survivor biographies are equally compelling and represent an important continuity to a larger perspective of understanding.




Volume One is a compilation of sixty combined well-documented and obscure biographies. 
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A Nearly Discarded Revolutionary Voice Becomes A Martyr

Jean-Paul Marat’s Residence (Demolished)

18 Rue de l’Ecole de Medicine, 75006 Paris

Marat’s Bathtub (Musee Grevin)

10 Boulevard Montmartre, 75009 Paris




Jean-Paul Marat was described as a man short in stature, deformed in person, and hideous in face. The fifty-year-old Marat had a debilitating skin disease that some observers suggested was syphilis. Others have claimed that is was a rare condition called dermatitis herpetiformis. His skin itched continuously with extensive blistering. He spent most of his last three years in his bathtub. He soaked in various minerals and medicines to reduce his discomfort and had a bandana soaked with vinegar wrapped around his head.




He became a radical journalist and politician during the French Revolution. His writings were fierce and uncompromising towards the leaders and institutions. His publication L’Ami du Peuple (Friend of the People) was unsparing in its venom and wrath. He was blamed for inciting the September Massacres that occurred during September 2-6, 1792 when approximately 1,500 prisoners were slain by radical law enforcement groups.




Forced to retire from the Revolutionary Convention due to his worsening skin condition, he continued to work and write from home where he soaked in his medicinal bath. His role in the government had waned and most of the Convention members began ignoring his letters.




On July 13, 1793, twenty-four-year old Charlotte Corday from Caen appeared at his apartment door. She claimed to have important information on escaped Girondin Party members who’d relocated to Normandy. Marat asked her to enter his bath chamber despite his wife’s protests against. For fifteen minutes they conversed. He wrote out a list of names to investigate that she had verbally provided him with. He promised her their that each would be guillotined despite no longer having the authority to do so.




Marat did not realize that Corday was a Girondin sympathizer from a ruined royalist family. She rose from her chair after their talk and withdrew a five-inch kitchen knife from her corset. She thrust the knife into his chest. The massive bleeding from the stabbing proved fatal almost instantly. His last feeble words were directed towards his wife asking for assistance.




Corday would be arrested and charged with murder. Expressing no remorse, she testified at her trial that she carried out the murder alone adding I killed one man to save 100,000. She would be convicted and guillotined on July 17. Jean-Jacques Hauer completed a haunting and pensive portrait of her a few hours before her execution. Writer Alphonse de Lamartine would later call her the Angel of Assassination.




The Revolution had added a fresh martyr to its cause partially due to a heroic painting entitled The Death of Marat by Jacques-Louis David. 




His fabled bathtub would follow its own provenance journey. Marat’s wife sold it to her journalist neighbor. It was then purchased and relocated to Morbihan in Brittany. A journalist for Le Figaro tracked down the tub in 1885. The Musee Carnavalet refused to purchase it due to concerns regarding its ownership. The Musee Grevin had no such reservations. They acquired the tub where it remains on display.




SURVIVOR:

Marat’s wife Simonne Evrard was orphaned at the age of twelve with little known regarding her formation and background. She first encountered Marat during 1790 in the midst of one his fugitive pursuits by the authorities. Evrard and her two sisters first opened their doors to him for refuge as a safe house. His incendiary paper, L’Ami du Peuple (Friend of the People) habitually kept him blacklisted and outlawed. His escape from Jacobin party members who’d discarded his radical ideals and revolutionary moderates compelled him to seek refuge in welcoming warm beds or cellar floors. Many of his escapes were conducted within the labyrinth of sewers beneath Paris. 




Evrard fell in love with his passion and ideals more than the man. She often had to persuade him to return home from his political intrigues. She generously provided him with a personal printing press. This enabled him to distribute his writings more expediently as professional printers were facing increasing governmental reprisals.




When the French Legislative Assembly declared war on Austria in April 1792, Marat vanished to London for two months fearing for his life. He left Simonne in Paris promising to marry her upon his return. They would wed outside the auspices of a formal church in a private ceremony. 




Their conjugal reprieve lasted two months before he launched himself headlong into the Revolution becoming briefly a member of the government. He re-launched his paper financed by Simonne and led an insurrection that resulted in the Jacobin party taking control. This success resulted in his apex of influence. Simonne would witness this elevation. The day following his triumph, he resigned from his deputy post due to his disintegrating health.




His passages through the sewers had ravaged his body and skin forcing him to spend the majority of his hours in bed or in a medicinal bath. Simonne intimately viewed his deterioration realizing that his life was not meant for longevity. His publications began appearing infrequently, his letters to Council members went unread and his relevancy dissipated. Following his death, Simonne would give an impassioned and poetic speech to the National Convention lauding Marat’s ideals and denouncing his enemies.




She retired from public affairs, living comfortably with Marat’s sister. She continued to promote her husband’s dimming reputation and memory until her death in 1824.
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The Initial First Lady of Social Prominence

Octagon House:

1799 New York Avenue NW, Washington D.C.

Dolley Madison House:

701 Madison Place NW, Washington D.C.

Benjamin Ogle Tayloe House:

21 Madison Place NW, Washington D.C.




Dolley Madison was the celebrated wife of fourth President James Madison. As first lady, she became a social conduit between political parties by staging functions where both parties could amicably intermingle without fear of violence. Prior heated social gatherings with conflicting political parties frequently resulted in physical altercations and duels.




Madison was born on May 20, 1768 in a modest log cabin in New Garden, North Carolina. Her family would relocate to Virginia where they could practice their Quaker religious beliefs and cultivate a 176-acre farm. At 15, the family relocated to Philadelphia and she was married by arrangement to local attorney John Todd in January 1790. They had two sons together.




In August 1793, a yellow fever epidemic scorched Philadelphia. Madison would lose her husband, one of her sons and her parents-in-law. Two of her older brothers would die two years later. She inherited minimal resources, but her brother-in-law serving as executor withheld the funds. She would have to sue him in court for the proceeds. Dolley, renowned for her beauty, was introduced to numerous potential suiters. 




Attorney and politician Aaron Burr assisted her with legal advice He would be named the guardian of Dolley’s only surviving son, Payne Todd. Burr introduced her to his friend James Madison, 43, a longtime bachelor seventeen years older than her. 




The couple married on September 15, 1794 following a brief courtship. She was expelled from the Quaker community for marrying outside of her faith. Following their marriage, Madison would complete four more years in the House of Representatives. He retired from politics and relocated to Montpelier, the Madison family plantation in Virginia.




His repose was brief. When Thomas Jefferson was elected president in 1800, he asked Madison to serve as his Secretary of State. The couple relocated to Washington D.C. Jefferson, a widower, periodically requested Dolley to serve as hostess for official ceremonial functions. She became an important element of the Washington social circle and the glue that cemented participation and relationships with many foreign ambassadors’ wives.




Towards the conclusion of Jefferson’s second term, he decided to retire. His party, the Democratic-Republican caucus nominated James Madison to replace him. Madison was elected for two terms from 1809 to 1817. Dolley Madison would achieve the pinnacle of her recognition for an act that she didn’t do herself.




In 1813, the United States resumed hostilities with England and attempted to invade Canada the following year. British forces attacked Washington D.C.  on the afternoon of August 23, 1814. As they approached the White House, a panicked household retreat became necessary. She instructed her personal slave Paul Jennings to save and carry off the premises a large portrait of George Washington. The detachment process proved slow and laborious. She instructed Jennings to break apart the frame and remove the canvas. 




The canvas was successfully detached and transferred to New York for safekeeping. Madison was heralded nationally for her patriotism and composure under duress. Most accounts presumed that she had hauled the painting off single handedly.




The invading British forces would burn the White House. Dolley Madison hurried out of the city with other local families via Georgetown before crossing the Potomac into Virginia. When the couple returned on September 8th, the White House was uninhabitable. They moved into the Octagon House until February 17, 1815. Owner John Tayloe III was compensated $500 for rent during the 6-month Madison residency.




Upon the completion of the presidency, the Madison’s returned to their Montpelier plantation for the subsequent twenty years. She never anticipated the misfortunes that would darken her declining years.




Dolley’s son Payne Todd had never found a career or earned a livelihood. In 1830, he was interned in a Philadelphia debtors’ prison. The Madison sold land in Kentucky and mortgaged half of their Montpelier plantation to pay his debts.




James Madison died in 1836 and Dolley remained for a year at Montpelier organizing her husband’s presidential papers and notes from the 1787 convention. The allocated purchase by Congress appeared to maintain her financial stability for the remainder of her life. It didn’t. 




In the fall of 1837, she returned to Washington D.C. and moved in with her sister Anna and husband, Massachusetts Congressman Richard Cutts on Lafayette Square. The residence had been constructed in 1819. She brought Paul Jennings to accompany her as a butler, forcing him to leave his wife and children in Virginia. She ceded Montpelier to the care of her son.




Predictably, Payne Todd could not handle the responsibility. His alcoholism and related illnesses plunged the property into massive debt. Madison was obliged to sell Montpellier, its furnishings and inventory of slaves. Her money concerns became desperate. Efforts to sell the remainder of her husband’s writings were unsuccessful.  




She rescinded an earlier promise to Paul Jennings to enable his freedom. In 1846, living destitute and desperate for funds, she sold Jennings to an insurance agent for $200. Six months later, Senator Daniel Webster intervened and purchased him back. Webster compensated the agent and then officially freed Jennings. He kept Jennings employed as a paid servant often sending him to Madison’s residence with provisions and petty cash.




Her final two years were salvaged by a purchase from Congress of her husband’s remaining writings. She would die inside her home on July 12, 1849 at the age of 81. She was later interred to Montpelier beside her husband.




SURVIVOR: 

Hapless Payne Todd survived his mother by two and a half years. She willed her remaining slaves to him. Upon his death, the slaves were given their freedom. His debt delayed their official release, but was officially granted in 1853. He died at the age of 60 from typhoid fever on January 16, 1952 in Washington D.C. He is buried in the Congressional Cemetery.
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The Corruptible Legacy of the Notorious Marquis de Sade

Marquis de Sade Residences: 

Rue de Conde, 75006 Paris

20, rue des-Mathurins, 75009 Paris




Sexual depravity and sadism found a welcoming quill amongst the writings of the Marquis de Sade. Debatably, no man has ever suffered more to pursue obsessive sexual perversity. His reputation and appetite for debauchery appeared insatiable. His era during the corrupt reign of Louis XV was an ideal accompaniment.




He was born on June 2, 1740 in the Conde mansion (since destroyed) to the Count and Countess of Sade. Their titles were legitimate and long standing. He was christened by accident with the name Donatien-Alphone-Francois instead of the intended first name Louis. His parents and godparents were absent for his baptismal the day following his birth at Saint Suplice Church. Instead two appointed members of the household replaced them.




An uncle, the abbot of the Saint-Leger d’Ebreuil monastery was entrusted with his early education. At ten, he returned to Paris and attended the Louis le Grande College, a Jesuit school. He was assigned a personal tutor. During his teenage years, he was commissioned as an officer in an infantry regiment at the rank of captain.




There were no records or behavioral observations then suggesting what triggered his descent into sexual depravity.




At twenty-three, his life began a tumultuous trajectory that would worsen as he aged. He became engaged with two young women simultaneously. Despite his father’s preference for the wealthier bride’s family, convinced him to accept Laure de Lauris to whom he was wildly in love with. 




In May, the King and royal family give their consent for the marriage and the wedding ceremony was celebrated at Saint-Roch Church. Marital bliss and fidelity was short-lived. Sade routinely hired prostitutes on the Rue Mouffetard for carnal experimentation. By October, he would be imprisoned for the initial time. He was convicted for excesses committed in a brothel that he had frequented during the previous month.




He would be released two weeks later, but ordered by the king to remain at Echauffour Manor located in northwestern France. A police report would later surface indicating that a prohibition had been issued against providing Sade with girls to go into any private chambers with him.




Sade would continue a predictable pattern of recruiting sex partners, plunging into debt and impregnating his wife. They would have reportedly at least three children together, but he spent little time with the family.




He inherited his father’s estate and titles at twenty-seven and was promoted to the rank of Captain Commander for the Mestre Regiment. His mother would die when he was thirty-six at the Carmelite Convent of Saint-Joseph-des-Carmes in Paris.




The following year, one of his prostitute partners lodged a complaint against him for sexual abuse. She cited being unwillingly bound and flogged.  She was able to escape via a second-floor window after being abandoned. Her deposition became his first public scandal. She disappeared after receiving a payoff. 




Sade would be incarcerated at the Pierre-Encise Prison near Lyon before being transferred to the Conciergerie in Paris. His wife remained in Lyon during his incarceration. At thirty-one, he was elevated to the rank of Colonel after his petition to a superior. 




His family would gather at the Chateau de Lacoste, located in Provence. In January, he authored his first comedic play in Marseille at the Theatre La Coste. 




Trouble would continue during his stay. He instructed his manservant to secure four women for their entertainment pleasure. He offered each woman aniseed sweets laced with Spanish fly extracts. The group would commence an orgy that extended until morning. 




The women become violently ill with intestinal pain. They pressed charges against Sade for poisoning them and committing homosexual sodomy. He escaped and while a fugitive, eventually returned to Paris. His pattern of libertine sexuality, arrest and literary work would define his future and legacy.




He became know for his erotic writings depicting sexual fantasies with an emphasis on violence. His work stressed absolute freedom unrestrained by conventional morality, religion or law. Many were published anonymously due to the infamy attached with his name. The majority of his works were written during his periods of incarceration. He would be jailed in prisons and insane asylums for thirty-two years of his life. 




During a brief stretch of freedom, he was elected to the French National Convention in 1790. He represented a group called the Piques, notorious for radical liberalism. He reportedly suffered abuse by his revolutionary peers due to his aristocratic background. One son would desert from his military service in 1792, prompting Sade to disavow him. 




The French Revolution became a revolving door for Sade. He supported Jean-Paul Marat and wrote an admiring eulogy upon his death. He publicly criticized Maximilien Robespierre and the Reign of Terror. He was removed from his political office and imprisoned once again. He was released following the conclusion of the terror. 




Napoleon Bonaparte was disgusted by Sade’s writings. He had him arrested and declared insane. By then, Sade was in a pitiful state, broke and divorced. His ex-wife and children had agreed to pay his pension. 




In 1803, he was transferred to the Charenton Asylum. The progressive director of the institution, Abbe de Coulmier allowed Sade to stage several of his plays with inmates as actors before the Paris public. The action was widely criticized. Six years later, Sade would be placed in solitary confinement and deprived of pens and paper. He died incarcerated on December 2, 1814 at the age of seventy-four.




He remains a divisive figure of both fascination and revulsion.




EPILOGUE:

His wife Renee-Pelagie de Montreuil de Sade had by herself sustained his family’s stability, reputation and cohesion amidst his lurid sexual escapades and imprisonment. During their twenty-seven years of marriage, he had been either incarcerated or a fugitive for fifteen years. 




She managed the family’s real estate holdings, visited him in jail and accommodated the majority of his capricious whims including bearing him a child conceived in the Pierre-Encise Prison. She habitually petitioned for his release. Curiously on the eve of Sade’s release from the Bastille, she obtained a formal separation and dropped completely out of his life. Reportedly she became a recluse devoting the balance of life to reciting Catholic devotionals and prayers. She died in 1810 only to be expediently replaced by Sade as a partner by Madeleine LeClerc. Sade had three children including Louis (1767-1809), Donatien (1769-1847) and Madeleine (1771-1844). 




Posthumously, the pornographic chronology of Sade’s life and the content of his works were considered a scandal demanding repression. In the mid-twentieth century, his works resurfaced and were re-examined as censorship laws became relaxed. The sexual revolution of the 1960s made Sade’s work even more accessible and acceptable in some quarters.




In the mid-20th century, Comte Xavier de Sade reclaimed the marquis title and took an interest in his ancestor’s writings. He discovered a cache of Sade’s papers in the family chateau at Conde-en-Brie and worked with scholars for decades to enable their publication. The family claimed a trademark on his name and sold the Chateau de Conde in 1983.
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The Two Wives Behind Napoleon Bonaparte’s Rise and Fall

Josephine de Beauharnais’ Residences:

6 rue de la Victoire (Formerly Rue Chantereine), 75009 Paris

60 rue de la Victoire (Demolished), 75009 Paris

Pentemont Abbey (Destroyed), 106 rue de Grenelle, 75007 Paris




On March 2, 1794, the Committee of General Security ordered the arrest of General Alexandre de Beauharnais for his poor defense of Mainz during the siege in 1793. His aristocratic birth made his status suspect amongst the radical elements of the Committee. His wife Rose was jailed in the same Carmes prison on April 21, 1794. The couple had shared two children together.




He would be guillotined during the Reign of Terror in July at the age of 34. The timing of his execution proved particularly poor as his accuser, Maximilien Robespierre would be arrested and beheaded only five days after him. Beauharnais’ wife Rose would be released afterwards.




Her liberation would influence the future of France. Her formation made that prospect seemingly remote.




The newly widowed Rose’s birth location has been disputed as either the island of St. Lucia or Martinique in 1763. Her wealthy French family owned a sugarcane plantation that was decimated by a hurricane three years later. In October 1779, she accompanied her father to Paris for an arranged marriage with Beauharnais in December.




The marriage was a complete disaster. Despite fathering two children, Alexandre continued to frequent brothels. He abandoned his family for an entire year during a tryst. Rose was granted a legal separation before his arrest. She resided in the Pentemont Abbey during her separation while her case against Beauharnais was being heard. Upon his death, she discarded his surname.




Following her release, she engaged in brief affairs with several prominent political figures. In 1795, she met Napoleon Bonaparte who was six years younger and then engaged to Desiree Clary. He broke off the engagement and she became his mistress. He preferred to call her Josephine. For the remainder of her life, she kept that name.




Bonaparte was thoroughly intoxicated by Josephine. She was polished and refined as contrasted to his clumsy unsophisticated Corsican background. Her renowned Parisian salon hosted the most elevated minds, artists and performers of the era. His own family felt awkward and resentful in her presence and criticized him relentlessly for marrying an older woman with two children.




The couple would be wed on March 9, 1796. Two days later, Bonaparte left Paris to lead an army into Italy. During their separation, he composed frequent passionate love letters. She responded rarely with cold and detached correspondences. 




It became common speculation that she shared significantly less passion towards him. Left behind, she initiated an affair with a Hussar lieutenant. Bonaparte became enraged upon hearing the news and altered the intensity and tone of his passion. He began his own numerous affairs during his military campaigns. He was quoted in 1804 as confessing: Power is my mistress.




While in Paris during December 1800, the couple was nearly killed by a bomb attempt of their separate passing carriages heading to the opera. The bomb detonated just after Josephine’s had passed killing several bystanders.




Bonaparte was elected Emperor of France in 1804, making his wife Josephine the new Empress. Their legendary coronation ceremony took place at Notre Dame Cathedral and was officiated by Pope Pius VII. Bonaparte first crowned himself and then placed the crown atop Josephine’s head. The act was symbolic to declare a relegation of the clergy’s supremacy over Europe.




Over time, Bonaparte and Josephine grew increasingly closer in affection and intimacy. Her inability to produce an heir doomed the marriage. When it became apparent that she could no longer have children, they agreed to divorce so that he might father a future emperor. Their divorce ceremony was conducted on January 10, 1810 at the Louvre. Each read a statement of devotion and continued friendship to the other.




Bonaparte insisted that Josephine retain the title of Empress and created a fresh designation for her as the Duchess of Navarre. He remarried in April 1810 to Marie-Louise of Austria and she delivered his desired son in March 1811. He was christened Napoleon II and given the title of King of Rome. Two years later, Napoleon introduced him to Josephine.




EPILOGUE:

Empress Josephine would witness the initial fall of Bonaparte in 1814 begging Emperor Alexander I of Russia to allow her to join him in exile on the island of Elba. Her request was denied. Shortly afterwards on May 29, 1814, she died of pneumonia at the age of 50. Bonaparte plunged into intense grief upon hearing the news of her death. During his second exile on Saint Helena, he confessed that he had truly loved her, but did not respect her. He reportedly uttered her name amidst his final words on his deathbed.




His second wife Marie-Louise did not follow Bonaparte to either exile. The 1814 Treaty of Fontainebleau provided her with the Duchies of Parma, Piacenza and Guastalla that she ruled until her own death in December 1847 at the age of 56. Following Bonaparte’s death, she would remarry twice to men considered below her social status. She bore three additional children with the first husband.




Her son with Bonaparte, Napoleon II would live an abbreviated life of 21 years in Austria under the title, Franz, Duke of Reichstadt. He was educated by a staff of military tutors and became a cadet in the Austrian Army. Franz would grow distant from his mother often belittling her as kind but weak.




In 1831, he was given the command of an Austrian battalion. He would never have the opportunity to prove his capabilities. In 1832, he caught pneumonia and remained bedridden for several months. On July 22, 1832, he died from tuberculosis inside Vienna’s Schonbrunn Palace. He was initially buried in Vienna, but in December 1940, Adolph Hitler ordered his remains to be transferred to Les Invalides.
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The Celebrated Return To America By General Lafayette

General Lafayette’s Death Site:

8 rue d’Anjou, 75008 Paris 




French General Gilbert de Motier, better known as the Marquis de Lafayette conducted a celebrated tour of the United States between July 1824 to September 1825. He was the last surviving major general of the American Revolutionary War and given a hero’s welcome in all of the 24 states that he visited. Numerous monuments were erected to commemorate and memorialize his visit. 




Lafayette led troops under the command of George Washington forty years before his tour. He participated in several crucial battles including the Battle of Brandywine in Pennsylvania and Siege of Yorktown in Virginia. Following the conclusion of the war, he returned to France hoping to champion the ideals of liberty that he’d experienced in America.




The French Revolutionary Council initially welcomed Lafayette into a leadership role. His moderation policies did not integrate well into their radical and extremist philosophies. Evading eventual arrest, he fled to the Netherlands where he was arrested by Austrian troops. He would be imprisoned for five years. Napoleon Bonaparte secured his release in 1797, but Lafayette refused to participate in his government.




Lafayette joined the French Bourbon Restoration government following Bonaparte’s abdication. He became a liberal member of the Chamber of Deputies for the next decade. In 1924, he felt his influence waning and accepted President James Monroe invitation to visit America.




Lafayette traveled more than 6,000 miles with his son George Washington de Lafayette. They were accompanied for part of his journey by social reformer Frances Wright. His means of transportation included stagecoach, horseback, canal barge and steamboat. His known distain for slavery didn’t dim his reception in the southern states towards the conclusion of the tour.




Many of his reunions with friends and acquaintances became bittersweet. Lafayette was nearing seventy and he knew that their time together would be the final opportunity. Thomas Jefferson and John Adams would both die on the exact same day, July 4, 1826.




Lafayette would conclude his travels arriving in Washington D.C. on September 6th. He enjoyed a hosted banquet with newly elected President John Quincy Adams. The next day, he would sail on the frigate USS Brandywine back to France.




EPILOGUE:

Upon Lafayette’s return to France, the political climate had altered once again. King Louis XVIII had been deceased a year already and Charles X reigned on the throne. Lafayette opposed Charles’s ambition of restoring the absolute rule of the monarchy. In the elections of 1827, the 70-year-old Lafayette was elected to the Chamber of Deputies. Charles dissolved the Chamber unhappy with the results and ordered a fresh election. Lafayette again won his seat.




Lafayette remained outspoken against the government and became a participant in France’s July Revolution of 1830. His national acclaim prevented his arrest. He reportedly declined an offer to become the dictator of France. He supported the new king Louis-Philipe until his ambitions shifted towards becoming an autocratic dictator. He would die in his Paris apartment on May 20, 1834. He was buried in the Picpus Cemetery in Paris under soil from Bunker Hill. He is considered a hero on two continents.
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Genius Inundated By Adversity That Spurred Productivity

Honore de Balzac’s Residences:

9 rue Lesdiguieres, 75004 Paris

2 rue de Tournon, 75006 Paris

47 rue des Martyrs, 75009 Paris

3 rue Cassini, 75014 Paris

33 rue Reynouard (Formerly rue de Basse), 75016 Paris

47 rue Raynouard, 75016 Paris


Writer Honore de Balzac suffered throughout his adult life with health issues and financial troubles. One of his most regarded works, La Comedie Humaine (The Human Comedy) mirrored his own struggles with adaptation and compounding difficulties. 


He is considered one of the founders of the Realism movement in European literature. He excelled in flushing out three-dimensional personalities and complexities in his characters. His work strongly influenced some of the most well regarded writers of his era.


Balzac insatiable curiosity and independent thinking prompted problems during his formative years. His willful nature and weariness of banality resulted in his failure as a lawyer, publisher, businessman, critic and politician.


These failures stimulated his true genius. His financial debts forced him into prolific writing spans, often detrimental to his health. His legendary work schedule usually began from 1 a.m. until 8 a.m. each day, sometimes extending longer in the morning.


He wrote rapidly with a quill pen reportedly at a pace comparable to thirty words per minute. His routine included a light meal in the late afternoon. He then slept until midnight before repeating his regime.


He spent limited time in Parisian salons and clubs habitually avoiding society. He was reluctant to appear outside during daylight hours for fear of arrest due to his existing debts. 


His
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