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Starship Wanderer

Novel 8 – Invasion Planet Earth

By Franklin Eddy

Copyright 2016


Prologue
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After dinner I went outside and sat on the bench by the lake and pitched dried bread to the ducks.  I thought about how my life had changed since the Alien bugs wiped out my family.  Then I was caught in a trap by the Alien bugs and was transported to an alternate universe. My wife Leena and I accidently started jumping between universes in our starship until we got back to Earth. Although we had only been gone a year, we found that ten years had passed on Earth. Most of my wives had drifted away from the hacienda where we had lived.

Leena came out and put her arm around my shoulders and kissed me gently.  

“Do you want to jump again and see what we get?”

“No, it was too hard to round up my wives; I think I will just stay here.”

Julie, Kelly, and Robin came out to sit with us.

“Josh, do you think the Alien bugs will attack us again?”

“I was very visible in my original universe since I personally got into many battles with them as the Captain of a military starship.  So they knew me well.  However, since I started using the Hell Hounds, I am not visible at all.  All they knew was something was attacking them and wiping them out.”

Kelly looked at me and said, “I hope you are right, Josh.” 

I hugged my wives and told them they were safe.
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My ranch manager Jake dropped in one day and said, “I was wondering if I could use some of the other planets for running cattle.”

“Isn’t one planet enough?”

He gathered his thoughts and said, “We are running longhorn cattle on our ranch planet.  I would like to raise some Hereford cattle; I still have a 100 head that I kept when I sold my dad’s ranch.”

“Where are the cattle now?”

“My sisters Susana and Betty are keeping them in a small fenced in area on your property here on Earth.  If we moved them to the ranch planet, we would have to fence a separate area or they would breed with the longhorn cattle.”

He frowned and said, “The planet next to our ranch planet is almost identical to the one we are using.  We could move the Herefords there and just turn them loose.  Then a few years from now we would have a nice herd.”

I was at work in my college president’s office.  I rarely did much work since I had others that did my work for me.  I learned early in life that it was easier to delegate the work than do it myself.  I looked out the window and thought about it.  I actually didn’t have any plans for that planet.  I had seven planets with good grass that would make good ranches.

I frowned and said, “I think it would be more profitable for you to start with a thousand head rather than only 100.  So go ahead and buy some good livestock and throw them in with those you already own.”

Jack smiled since he thought he had convinced me.  I had been wondering what to do with the extra planets.

“Actually I want you to plan ahead and look all the planets over.  You are right since they have flowing plains for cattle.  It might be a good idea to have a wild life planet where we could run buffalo, antelope, deer, elk, and other animals that normally live on the American plains.”

“Okay, Josh I will move these cattle over immediately and then buy some more.  I will also look the other planets over and see what we can do with them.”

“How is Jessie doing since she got pregnant?”

“She is doing fine and isn’t having any trouble.  We are looking forward to having some kids to help out around the place.”

“How are the triplets April, May, and June doing since they went to help you?”

He frowned and said, “They are full of ideas and think they know everything about raising cattle.  They are twice as smart as I am so give me all kinds of trouble.  The trouble is they have no actual experience with ranching but have lots of book learning. They are only 18 years old, but they have half a dozen degrees.  When I try to get them to do what I want, I am reminded that they are the daughters of the ranch owner.”

“They drove me crazy too so I am glad they are helping you.  Where are they living?”

“They moved into our old dugout in the mountain when Rydel built us a new ranch house and barns.”

“At least Jessie has someone to talk to.  Men aren’t great talkers sometimes.”

“Jessie loves them and takes their side.  Susana and Betsy come about once a week so we have plenty of company.”

That evening we were waiting for dinner and talking.  The triplets April, May, and June, and my ranch wives Susana and Betty were sitting at my table.

“We are going to look for some Hereford cattle to buy tomorrow, Dad,” April said. “It is about time that worthless ranch manager gave us something to do.”

Susana laughed and said, “That is our brother you are talking about.”

“He is drummer than a stump,” May said.

“He only has a master’s degree since he is lazy,” June said.  “If he had some ambition, he would at least have a doctorate degree like the rest of us do.”

“Did he tell you I would like to use one of the planets for buffalo and other game animals?”

“Yes, we will find you some of those too.  We are going to have Rydel build some ranch houses on the planets so we can stay there when we want.”

“Hey, let’s get some American Indians to live on that planet and follow the buffalo herds around,” April said.

I smiled and said, “Where do you buy American Indians?”

“We were just going to hire a few to live in Tipis and add some color to the planet.” 

The triplets went over and sat with Lottie and started telling her about what they were going to do. 

Cora came over and sat by me. 

“Have you found an apartment to rent?” I asked.

“I am not even looking since your rent is cheaper than an apartment and it includes room and board.”

Julie, Kelly, and Robin came over to sit with us.  

“Are you still taking the regular rental package?” Kelly asked.  “For just a little more a month you can get the package with sexual benefits.”

Cora frowned and said, “If I want sex, I will seduce your husband.”

“You probably already seduced him and are keeping quiet so you won’t get charged extra rent,” Kelly said.

“Doctor Janet Wilson, who invented the age regeneration process, rents a condo and gets the complete rental package which includes sexual benefits,” Julie said teasing her.  

“Josh, she is only here a couple of times a month,” Robin said.  “Do you give her a lot of sex when she comes from Phoenix?”

I thought before I replied, “Janet was my wife in the original alternate universe I came from.  Even there she never asked for a lot of sex.  We mainly are friends and spend time talking.”

“Old ladies get horny just like young ones,” Julie said.  “She has gone through the age regeneration process so looks young.  She has a young pussy that wants some action though.”

I tried to look sad and said, “I guess you right.  She will probably turn out to be some sort of sex fiend and wear me out some weekend.”

I spent the evening with my three fun wives.  After a while Cora came in and looked at Julie, Kelly, and Robin and said, “Are you girls game for skinny dipping?”

We immediately beamed up to my starship. Julie took the pilot seat and we took off.

Julie knew where she was going so selected a planet that had some mountains and lots of plains.  She flew across the day side and I saw herds of buffalo, elk, antelope, and deer.

“Where did all these buffalo come from?”

“We stole them from Federal parks,” Robin said.  “It was easy since all we had to do was put our starship in cloak mode and find a herd and beam them to our wildlife planet.  They were getting too thick so we thinned them out.”

I smiled at Cora and said, “Were you aware of this?”

She nodded her head and replied, “I don’t work for the Federal Government.  I rather doubt anyone will miss them anyway.”

“What else did you steal?”

“There were too many elk in some areas so we transferred some of them.  We also got moose and deer,” Robin said.

“There were a lot of excess horses so we grabbed some of those too.  It is better than them going to slaughter houses.”

“I guess sometimes the end justifies the means.”

“It is sort of like you had an evil man who was going to cause trouble for your young daughter and your wife so you made him disappear,” Cora said.

“Do you still think I did that?”

“I know you did it, but I agreed with you; the man was worthless and wasn’t worth finding his killer.”

“I can honestly say that I did not kill that man.”

“Is that like the president who said ‘I did not have sex with that woman?”

I grinned and said, “The best way to kill someone is to put him in a situation where he gets killed.”

Cora put her arms around me and said. “I like your logic, Josh.” 

Then she gave me a passionate kiss.

We beamed down to a waterfall with a small lake below.  Beavers had built a large dam to back the water up.  The water was crystal clear.

“Last one in is a rotten egg,” Cora said.

The four women went to work pulling their clothes off.  I had seen my three wives undress a lot of times so I watched Cora.  She knew I was watching her so she stopped undressing when she was down to her bra and panties.  She grinned and undid her bra and slipped her panties off.  She dove into the water to join my wives.

I undressed and dove into the water and surfaced beside Julie.

She reached down and felt of my penis and said, “I bet we didn’t get this hard.  You were watching Cora undress and lusting after her.”

Cora swam over to us and put her hand under the water and felt of my rigid penis.  Julie had let go of it.

“I think I have a use for this since you went to all the trouble to get it hard,” Cora said.

I followed her as she waded out of the water.  She pulled me down on her as she spread her legs.  She knew what she was doing so it went deeply into her.  She shuttered with an orgasm.

She kissed me and said, “I wanted you to do that for quite some time, but you aren’t into seducing women so I had to seduce you.”

I smiled and keep pushing into her and pulling out.  I didn’t last more than about 15 minutes since I was too excited.

She dove back in the water so I followed her.  Over the next hour I made love to my three wives and then Cora wanted some more sex so I had sex with her again.

We lay there afterwards and enjoyed the peace and quiet.  Coco brought us towels to dry off with.

“Josh, I think you need to head back since you have to go to work tomorrow.”

“What time is it back home?”

“It is midnight.”

I yawned and said, “It is daylight here and dark at home.  If it wasn’t so late, I would make love to all of you again.”
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“I never heard of a man who could have that much sex in such a short period of time,” Cora said. “He even ejaculated each time.”

“Beth, Faith, and Hope increased his sexual abilities since they can do that,” Julie said.  “That was why he could satisfy 116 wives in the original universe he came from.”

“I didn’t think you believed me about that universe.”

“At first we didn’t, but you know too many facts about the place.  There is no doubt that you were there.”

We were still nude so I pulled Cora to me and kissed her passionately as I put my hand between her legs.  She shuttered as I rubbed her clitoris between my fingers which gave her half a dozen orgasms in a few minutes.

She pushed me away and said, “I think that is all I can handle.”

“He loves to do that since he knows it drives us crazy,” Robin said.  

We got dressed and beamed up to the starship.  Coco brought us some Pepsi and donuts to help build up our energy level.

It was 2 in the morning when we got home.  I slept with Julie and it was a sleep of fatigue since I had overdone it.

“Josh, you had better get dressed and ready for work since you overslept,” Beth said.  “You don’t have time for a shower so just shave and get dressed.  I will have your breakfast ready for you.”

Julie got up and smiled at me.  

“Why aren’t you tired?”

“I didn’t have sex but once; you had it five times.”

“There were only four of you so how could I have sex that many times?”

“You had sex with Cora twice.”

I washed my face after shaving.  I guess I did overdo it last night.

Beth drove her car so I tried to stay awake.  As soon as I got to my office I lay down on the couch and went back to sleep.

Beth woke me up three hours later and told me we had to go to a meeting.

“Cora looked like a cat that ate the canary so I bet she had sex with you last night.”

I frowned and said, “Just because I am tired doesn’t mean I had sex with her.  Maybe she found that perfect man and is going to move in with him.”

Later that afternoon Cora came in to talk to me about her plans for improving security.  We sat down on the couch and kissed for a while and enjoyed ourselves.

“That was our first date, Josh.  Do you think you will ask me out again?”

“I don’t think I asked you out on that date.”

She laughed and said, “You had a good time though.”

“Josh always has a good time when a good looking woman is involved,” Scarlet said.

“I agree with my sister,” Melanie said.

I got up and hugged both of them.  “Am I still married to you or have you remarried?”

“We were helping our dad down in Texas on his ranch,” Scarlet said.  “Lottie called us and asked us to return to our husband.  She told us how many of his wives had returned to him.”

Cora got up and went over and sat in my desk.  Melanie and Scarlet sat on the couch with me.

“I need to be honest with you; I am not your husband and I never returned.  I am from an alternate universe.”

Melanie kissed me and said, “You may be from an alternate universe, but you seem just like our husband.”

“We just stopped by your office to tell you we had returned and were moving into the hacienda. Now we had better go.”

Cora said, “I think Lottie told them about you being from an alternate universe since they didn’t seem surprised.”

I thought about my daughter for a moment before saying, “She wants all of my former wives to return to me.  Actually those two were the last ones so all of my wives have returned now.”

I decided to update my last list since I hadn’t done it for a while.  I looked at Cora and said, “Are you going to marry me?”

“Why do you ask?”

“I am updating my list of wives and can put you down as a renter or as a potential wife.”

“Just put me down as a renter.”

I started working on the chart and updating it.

The family chart totaled 32 wives; 24 Milky Way Galaxy and 8 from Other Galaxies.

8 Other Galaxies

5 Andromeda II – Shea, Sasha, Rydel, Susana, Raven.

3 Misc - Jenny, Audrey, Riley.

24 Milky Way Galaxy 

4 Off world wives in Milky Way Galaxy - Beth, Hope, Faith, Leena.

20 Earth - Julie, Robin, Kelly, Cathy, Charlene, Sandy, Peggy, Lois, Amber, Susana, Betsy, Rose, Vickie, Katie, Chastity Hope, Sylvia, Brittney, Scarlet, Melanie, Cora.

1 Renter – Janet.

Children List showed 14 children - 11 girls and 3 boys.  

Faith – April, May, June.

Lindsey – Lottie. (Not my wife)

Lillian – Debbie. (Not my wife)

Jordon – Joni. (Not my wife)

Samantha - Sabrina, Sierra, Shiloh

Raven - Rob, Ryan, Ryder

Chastity Hope – Camilla

Peggy - Tilly

I smiled at Cora and said, “I don’t need for you to marry me since I don’t have 29 wives any longer.  I have 31 wives now.”

“Actually 32 wives would sound better. I decided after last night to marry you so I might as well marry you after dinner tonight.  That way you could go ahead and put me down as a wife.”

“Isn’t your rent due tomorrow?”

She laughed and said she wouldn’t mind not paying rent. I went ahead and changed the list.  Now I had 32 wives and I would never add to it again.
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That night I welcomed Melanie and Scarlet back home and then I married Cora.

Later in the week I was reading an article on climate change which was interesting.  I never did figure out if it was man made or a natural product.  Suddenly my laptop went to a blue screen.  I tried rebooting it and it came up normally so I went back online to read the article.

The laptop screwed up again and took me to a blue screen.  I was frustrated so called down to the computer department and asked them to send someone up to fix my laptop.

A young woman with black hair, white skin, and dark eyes came in and smiled at me.  “I am Mollie from the computer department.  I understand you are having trouble with your laptop.”

I told her what it was doing so she took it over to the table.  I sat down at the table and watched her work.  I felt comfortable with her since she had been married to me a couple of times before.  I could always count on her to fix my computers.

“Mr. Miller, I hate to tell you this.  Your hard drive is going out so I need to replace it.  However, your computer is old so it will be best to get you a new laptop and reload the programs and data files.”

I frowned and said, “Just call me Josh.  I guess you know more about computers than I do.”

She stopped working and said, “I am glad it went out since I have wanted to meet you since you took over as president.  Most of the women at the college say you are handsome and charming.”

“I am not so charming right now because of the loss of my laptop.  I use it all the time and depend it on it like I used to depend on you when we were married.”

She smiled and said, “You must have been joking since I was never married to you.  In fact I have never been married.  Since the women androids came along, I don’t even get asked out.”

I thought about what she was saying and said, “I have a woman android whose name is Coco.  She is far more beautiful than any of my wives.  However, I like the personal relationship of a human woman.”

“I heard you had over 30 wives.”

“It is actually 32 wives; I decided I would never remarry after my wives returned to me.  When I left ten years ago, I lost most of them since they thought I was dead.”

“Are you dead?”

“No, but the court ruled me dead since I was missing so long.”

She thought for a moment and said, “How do you get along with that many wives?”

“Sometimes I wonder; I am lucky to have a strong sex drive so I am close to them.”

“You must have a strong sex drive to keep that many women happy; otherwise they get frustrated and find someone else.”

She looked at the laptop and said, “I have some laptops set up already with standard programs that most people use; I could put your data files on it so you could get a laptop in the morning.  I hope you have backed up your data files.”

I handed her my portable external hard drive and accidently brushed my hand against hers.  She pulled her hand back since it must have meant something to her. She studied me carefully for a moment before saying, “I will finish your laptop before I leave so it will be ready first thing in the morning for you.”

“What time will it be ready this afternoon?”

“I leave about 5 pm so it will be ready about then.”

“We eat dinner about 6 pm; could you bring it and stay for dinner?”

She looked nervous and replied, “I will drop it off and then go on home.”

“Are you afraid of some of my wives?”

She started not to say anything.  “Josh, sometimes it is best to be not rock the boat.”

Beth walked in at that moment so Mollie picked up my old laptop and the portable drive and left.

“She is going to come by and drop my new laptop at 6 pm.”

“Is she going to stay for dinner?”

“I invited her, but I don’t know if she will.”

Beth shut my door and sat down in the chair across from me.  I had retreated back to my safe desk chair.

“Josh, I think we need to have a serious discussion.”

I hate it when my wife wants to have a serious discussion since it means I am in trouble.

“I noticed you were undressing her with your eyes and she couldn’t keep her eyes off of you either.  I bet you will claim she was your wife in an alternate universe so I would have to let you fool around with her if you wanted to.”

“Maybe she was one of my wives in an alternate universe.”

“That is exactly what I thought you would say.  You think you have a blank check to have as many affairs as you want.  All you have to do is claim you were married to her before.  You have 32 wives now and that is plenty.”

“Are you through chewing me out?”

“I am not since you think this situation is funny.”

I had to sit there and take it since she was closer to the door than I was.  I was starting to get visions of divorcing her and marrying Mollie.  I didn’t need that kind of treatment.

I picked up my phone and called Mollie.  “I can get by without the laptop until tomorrow so will have my receptionist pick it up for me.”

“Are you happy now?”

“Well, it is a start.”

Roberta stuck her head in and said, “Crow is here and wants to talk to you.”

Beth leaned over to kiss me, but I turned my head to the side and ignored her.

“Send her in.”

“I hope I didn’t interrupt anything important.” Crow said.

“I was glad to get interrupted since Beth was on the peck.”
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“Josh, I was wondering about something.  We noticed that your wife Leena didn’t have the same look as most of your wives.”

“She looks the same to me.”

“I meant that in a DNA type of way.  We scanned her and found out she has a small amount of June bug DNA.”

“Maybe your scanners were wrong and got a bad reading.”

“Josh, we have been friends for a long time.  Even though it may sound farfetched I will listen.”

“In an alternate universe you had a daughter named Crow Lee.  She came and lived with us for a while and decided she wanted to marry me and become part of my family.  You approved the request and your scientists changed her from your species to the human species.  Since then her name has been Leena and we are very close.”

Crow looked at me seriously for a moment, “Josh, you have never lied so I have to accept your statement as true.  We have modified organisms in the past if I remember my history right.  I wasn’t aware we could change a whole person though.”

“Do you think she is one of my current daughters?”

“No, duplicate individuals can’t exist in the same universe.”

“Was she a major player in making the Hell Hounds?”

“Yes, she worked right beside my wives and it was a joint project.”

“So the Hell Hounds was a joint project; that makes me very happy to know that.”

“Leena would be happy to know that you approve.”

“I will drop in to see her some time since she is my daughter and I am proud of her.”

“While we were jumping between universes, we thought it would be nice to give the Hell Hounds the ability to jump between universes.  Leena made a change to the Hell Hound programing to give them this ability.”

Crow looked startled and said, “Are you saying that the Alien bugs will be wiped out from all alternate realities?”

“That is the way I understand it; bye bye Alien bugs.”

Crow hugged me and said, “That is truly wonderful; my daughter Leena must be a wonderful intelligent woman.”

“She is a wonderful wife and not as bitchy as my wife Beth.”

“It has been wonderful talking to you, Josh.  If what you understand to be true is then our ancient enemies are gone forever.”

When quitting time came Beth said, “Josh, it is time for us to go home.”

“I would rather ride home with an Alien bug queen than you.  Coco went home and got my car so I am going to go down and wait until Molly has my laptop done.”

“Are you going to drive yourself to work every day?”

“That is my plan; from now on everything we say to each other will be of a professional nature.  I am tired of being ridiculed and controlled.”

“Josh, can’t we talk about this?”

“No, I need to go get my laptop before Mollie goes home.  I might need it this evening.”

I walked past her and went out the door.  I faintly knew where the computer department was so finally found it.  By then it was about 4:30.

I went in and found her lab; Mollie was working on my laptop.  She smiled at me and said, “It will be ready as soon as I test it to make sure everything is working fine.”

“Take your time since I like looking at a beautiful woman.”

“I am not as near as attractive as Beth.”

“Beth is attractive, but she has the heart of an Alien bug queen.  We had it out this afternoon after you left.”

“Was it my fault?”

“No, Beth is resentful of my other wives and wasn’t happy that some of my old wives returned this week.  I guess it didn’t make her too happy when I said you had been one of my wives in an alternate universe.”

Mollie grinned and said, “Josh, you are terrible; she might divorce you over that.”

“Good; then I will marry you since you are easy to get along with.”

“I think I had better stay out of this fight between you and Beth.”

She handed the laptop to me and told me to call her if anything else happened to it.

At that moment Erin came in and said, “Are you ready to go home?”

I was surprised since I had been married to Erin in an alternate universe too.

I shook her hand and said, “Do you have an invention where you can eliminate sounds in surrounding areas?”

“Yes, but nobody has shown any interest.”

“You were one of my wives in an alternate universe.  Maybe you could make us some of those devices for our dining area in the hacienda.  That way each table would be private.”

“Did you just say that I was one of your wives in an alternate universe?”

“Yes, you were.  It seems strange that Mollie and you live together.  Both of you were my wives.”

Erin grinned and said, “That is a great pickup line.”

I frowned and said, “That is something Beth would say since she thinks I am trying to seduce women using that line.”

They were interested so I got carried away talking to them.  Finally Mollie said, “Josh, it is almost 6 pm.  Isn’t that when you are supposed to be home for dinner?”

I smiled and said, “Follow me home since I kept you past your quitting time.  You can have dinner with us.”

They followed me home for dinner.  I went in and introduced them as my former wives from an alternate universe.  Beth glared at me and went to her condo without eating.

“What did you do to Beth since she was meaner than a junk yard dog?” Julie said.

“We got into it at work and had it out.  I am tired of her trying to push me around.”

“She was really angry and was threatening to divorce you, Josh,” Robin said with a worried look on her face.

I thought for a moment and said, “That is all right with me; I have plenty of wives.”

My wives liked Mollie and Erin so all of them came over and talked to them.  They all seemed to think Beth was in the wrong.
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We had a nice time and enjoyed the dinner very much.  Mollie and Erin left after dinner and thanked everyone for the warm reception.

Lottie came over and said, “Dad, do you want me to try to reconcile the differences between you and Beth?”

“No, I have had it with her.  In other universes she was sweet and understanding.  She has stepped over the line once too many times here.”

“What got you so upset?”

“My laptop crashed which destroyed my world since I depend on it.  Mollie came up to fix it for me.  Then Beth came in and started a fight with me by accusing me of being unfaithful.  So I am through with her.”

Lottie looked disturbed and said, “My mom and my step dad got divorced a few months back.  I tried to help, but I just made things worse.  I guess it is best that I stay out of it.”

The next morning when I came in for breakfast Coco pulled me aside and told me that Beth had moved out of her condo during the night.

Coco put her arms around me and said, “Josh, are you all right?”

“She is not the same Beth I loved in the other universes.  She is a bitter hateful woman.  I have gotten a lot of complaints about her from heads of departments. Plus she is always doing things to offend my wives.”

I put the Beth problem behind me and enjoyed my breakfast.  When I walked into my office, I saw a resignation form on my desk.  She had resigned and only needed my signature to make it official.  I signed it without hesitation.

I called Cora and said, “Beth just resigned as assistant president of this college.  I want you to put her on a not allowed on the premises list.”

Cora didn’t say anything but did as I requested.  Then I called Coco and told her that she was the new assistant president.  She got dressed up and came on down.  She was familiar with Beth’s duties so Coco was soon running the operations.

A few days later my wives Faith and Hope came to see me in my office.  “Josh, Beth is our sister so we agreed to talk to you.  She said if you would apologize and promise not to marry any more women she would come back to you.”

“Where is she?”

“She moved to the home planet of the Overlords and went to work for our mother Iris.”

I smiled and said, “She always wanted to be a big shot so she should be happy there.”

“What do you want us to tell her?”

“What exactly does she want me to apologize for?”

“She said you would know?”

“Tell her that I refuse to apologize and she would know what that was for.”

Hope smiled and said, “You have no idea what she wants you to apologize for, do you?”

I shook my head.

“Do you miss her?”

“No, everything is calmer at work and at home.  So I am glad she is gone.”

“Don’t you miss her at least a little?”

“I miss her like a toothache; when it was over I was relieved.”

Coco did a great job and the staff liked her.  They seemed to be glad that Beth was gone.  I found that Coco did a better job than Beth and was more pleasant to be around.  She was more tactful and considerate of others.

Sometimes when I didn’t have anything to do I would look out the window and think about Beth.  At least she made life more challenging.

Six months went by; Mollie and I had made love and were almost asleep when my phone rang.  Mollie picked it up and answered it and then handed it to me.

“Josh, this is Beth; I hope I didn’t interrupt anything.”

“No, Mollie and I made love and were almost asleep.”

“Did you marry her?”

“Yes, I married her and Erin since I liked them and they were my former wives.”

“Do they get along with your other wives?”

“Yes, they are both easy to get along with.”

She paused to find something else to talk about.  I think she just wanted to hear the sound of my voice.

“I guess you have 33 wives now.”

“No, I have 34; you never went through with your decision to divorce me.”

“You could have divorced me.”

“I never wanted to divorce you, Beth.  I even miss you sometimes.”

The phone went dead for a moment and she said, “I miss you all the time, Josh.  That is all I think about.  I really made bad decisions and messed up my life.”

“Where are you?”

“I am commanding a class 1 starship and am just entering your solar system.”

“Could you come and see me for a few days?”

“Let me talk to my second in command and see if I can get off for a week.  I have some leave coming.”

After a few minutes Beth said, “I turned my command over to my XO.  I will be there in about 30 minutes.  I can get an apartment if you don’t want me to stay with you.”

“Beam directly to my condo since I was in Mollie’s condo. I will go there and we can talk and try to work things out.”

There was a shimmering as Beth appeared.  I hugged her and asked her to take a seat.  I noticed she looked stressed and unhappy.
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She started crying so I took her over to the couch and held her while she sobbed her heart out.

“Josh, you were the only thing that was important to me; I gave it all up because of my jealousy. I had no right to tell you not to have anything to do with your former wives.  You went ahead and married them anyway so I lost completely.”

“What do you want to do now, Beth?”

She started crying again so I let her cry.  It seemed strange that a commander of a Class 1 starship would become so emotional. But I guess she was a woman first and a commander second.

When she could talk she said, “I just want to start over and try to be the kind of wife that you said I was in the other universes.  I think I was that way before you left for ten years, but then I got bitter and never got over it even after you returned.”

“Do you want to sleep with me tonight?”

I took her into my bedroom and made love to her for about an hour.  She cried through most of the sex so I don’t know if she liked it or not.  Then she fell asleep in my arms.

The next morning I got up and took a shower and got dressed for work.  Beth was still asleep so I left her alone.

My wives were eating breakfast when I got to the dining room. I told them that Beth had returned and I was going to let her sleep.  She was going to stay for a week and see how things went.

About mid-morning she came into my office and hugged me closely.  “I have had nightmares about this room and about what happened.  It scared me every time.”

We went over to the couch and I hugged her and comforted her.

“Josh, I want to resign my commission and stay with you.  If I can’t get my assistant president job back, I will take a teaching job.  I just want to be your wife again.”

Coco brought us a pizza in for lunch; normally I went to the cafeteria, but she must have felt we needed some alone time.

“Did you run onto any Alien bug starships?”

“We had a couple of scares, but they turned out to be friendly starships.  The Alien bugs seem to be completely gone.  That was my mission to see if we could find any Alien bug starships; we never did.”

Coco came in after we finished eating and said, “Beth, I am working on the budget and don’t understand some things.  I wonder if you would mind helping me.”

I lay down on the couch since I was tired; dealing with Beth when she was emotional was almost as bad as dealing with her when she was angry.

Beth worked beside Coco for a week and then she turned the vice-president job back over to her.  

I hugged Coco and said, “Thank you for working with Beth this week.  I know you will miss your big shot job.”

She kissed me and said, “I did that job because you asked me to do it.  I gave it back to Beth since she needed to feel important and be a real part of your life again.  I am happy doing anything to help you.”

I hugged her and told her I loved her and she smiled and left.

I glanced up and noticed Beth standing there.  

“Of all your wives Coco loves you more than anyone else.  I know she is an android and not a human, but she has real feelings for you.”

Beth came in and sat down in a chair across from me.  “I am glad that I am back where I belong.  Those six months I stayed away from you were horrible.  At least it gave me time to think about what was really important to me.  I decided that I needed to be married to you and be a part of your family.  I missed your wives when I was gone.”

The next morning when I got to my office a dark-skin man was waiting for me.  

He shook my hand and said, “I am Jimmy Lone Bear and I teach American Indian history at this college.”

I asked him to take a seat so we could talk.

“I heard how you have your own solar system that was given to you by the Overlords for your military service.  One of the planets is similar to what the Sioux Indians had before the time of the white man.”

“My wives and I have been stocking it with animals that were native to the American plains so we have buffalo, antelope, deer, elk, moose, prairie dogs, eagles, mustangs, bears, wolves, coyotes, dogs, geese, and other North American animals.”

“There are lots of American Indians that work at your college and we have formed a club to preserve our heritage. We would like to establish an Indian village there and live the life of our ancestors.  We would live in Tipis and hunt with bows and arrows.  We will use replicators to provide for most of our food, but we will supplement it with some wild game.”

“Are you going to give up your teaching jobs?”

“No, we will only spend some time there.  We want to keep the group living there down to two or three dozen since we don’t want to upset the ecology of the planet.”

“Who would be in charge and make the decisions on who could go there?  We don’t want a bunch of drunken Indians.”

“I will carefully screen the people and make sure they are qualified to live the way of our ancestors.  We will not allow alcohol, drugs or firearms. You can come and visit us and spend time with us if you wish.”
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“Are you married?”

“Yes, I have three wives like my ancestors did?”

“Make up a presentation on what you plan to do and present it to my family this Wednesday night.  Come at 6 pm and you can eat with us.  After the meal you can do your presentation.  The planet belongs to my family and some of my wives have worked hard to make it natural.”

“I already have a presentation worked up so my wives and I will come on Wednesday.  We have four small children; is it all right if we bring them?”

“They will have a nice time playing with my children.”

“Josh, could I ask you a personal question?”

I nodded my head.

“You have a lot more than three wives according to what I have heard.  Some are professors here.  Did your ancestors also have numerous wives?”

I thought for a moment and said, “Until recently a man could have more than one wife if he could take care of them.  Our present marriage situation of one man and one woman is not normal.  As far as me and my wives it just sort of happened.  I am very rich and a military leader or a mighty warrior if you like.”

“I heard you wiped out the Alien bugs from this galaxy.”

“Actually my wives worked on the project and we spread the Hell Hounds across the universe.  So we hope they are all gone.”

That Wednesday they arrived about 5:30 so they could get acquainted with us.  I had briefed my family on what to expect.

The Indians showed up at 5:30 as I requested. Jimmy Lone Bear brought his three wives and his children.  He also had another man with his wives and children.

“Josh, this is my brother Lone Wolf; he lives on the Rosebud Sioux reservation in South Dakota.”

Lone wolf shook my hand and said, “I hope my brother didn’t mislead you.  He is a tame Indian and has adopted the white man’s ways.  My family is true Lakota; we live the ways of the ancient Sioux.  We live in Tipis and hunt and gather food like our ancestors did.”

Jimmy Lone Bear laughed and said, “You would starve if my wives and I didn’t buy extra food and supplies for you.”

Lone Wolf shrugged his shoulders and said, “Sometimes the hunting is not good. In the old days we wandered around until we found game.”

I glanced around and noticed my daughters April, May, and June heading our way.

“Dad, are these real Indians or drugstore ones?” April asked.

“Maybe there no real Indians,” Lone Wolf said sadly.

“We can give you a few longhorn cattle occasionally to help you with your food,” May said. “We want to have some real Indians on that wild planet.”

I frowned at the triplets and asked, “Where are you going to get longhorn cattle?”

“We are running the longhorn cattle planet now so we can give some of them away if we want,” June said.

“What happened to my ranch manager?”

“We bought ten thousand head of cattle for Jake to put on the Hereford planet.  He moved there since he hated longhorn cattle and preferred to raise shorthorns.”

April laughed and said, “He is a sissy and is afraid of longhorn cattle.  So we took over and run the ranch planet now.”

Lone Wolf smiled and said, “These women sound like they are strong women and would bare me fine sons.  How many horses do you want for them?”

May laughed and said, “You aren’t man enough to handle us.  Even Dad can’t keep us in line.”

Coco called us to eat.  Lone Wolf and Jimmy Lone Bear sat with me and their wives sat with my wives. The children sat with our children since they had already made friends.

We had steak, baked potatoes, and green beans.  

“Is this longhorn beef?” Jimmy asked.

“No, it is actually buffalo,” I said.  “Two bulls got in a fight and one crippled the other one so we butchered it to eat.”

“We are the ones who butchered the buffalo,” April said.  “We saw them fighting so figured the meat would be tenderized.”

I smiled and said, “Sometimes I wonder if these girls are really boys.”

Their mother Faith said that they should have been boys.

I thought for a moment and said, “I want you to realize that this is a wild planet and not a tame planet.  There are a lot of dangerous animals such as bear, mountain lion, and wolves.”

“Don’t you visit the planet?” Lone Wolf said.

“Yes, but we have android horses to keep the wild animals away.  We can also beam back to the starship in an emergency.”

I paused while they listened, “You would be limited to bows and arrows to defend yourself.”

“Is there plenty of game to hunt?” Lone Wolf asked.

“There is plenty, but the games moves around so you may go hungry sometimes.  I don’t mind seeing adults going hungry, but I would hate for your children not to have enough to eat.”

The triplets had been sitting at the next table so came over and sat with us.

“We are in charge of both the longhorn ranch planet and the wild planet,” April said.  “We think it would be neat to have some Indians running around and acting like the Wild West.  So we have a proposal.”

“We would like to hire you to protect the wild animals and keep it in its natural state,” May said.  “You could still hunt some and not hurt the ecology of the planet.  You could also feed your families from your salaries.”

“We would be willing to provide horses and any supplies you would need,” June said.  “We could set up a bank account for you and draw from that so you could buy what you need.”

“What about education for the children?” Lottie asked since she had joined the
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