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1  A bit about the author (Litt om forfatteren)
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Hei (Hey) :)

My name is Alex, and I'm a native Norwegian.

I've been teaching Norwegian online now for more than 4 years now.

In the literally thousands of hours I've taught Norwegian, grammar has often been a topic that many of my students have dreaded or had a hard time with.

That's why I decided to write this book.

To make Norwegian grammar more accessible by using simple language that’s easy to understand, even if the grammatical concepts can sometimes get really complicated.
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2  Part 1, Basic Norwegian: Introduction to the book (Del 1, Grunnleggende norsk: Introduksjon til boken)
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I think that many would say that a reality of learning languages, is getting a handle on the grammar.

Unfortunately for many, grammar can be a hard and, quite frankly, boring subject.

The aim of this book is to give you an overview of the most important  grammatical aspects of Norwegian so you'll be able to write, speak and understand spoken Norwegian with confidence.

That goes for complete beginners who have  no prior knowledge of Norwegian, or someone who’s been learning Norwegian for a very long time.

In my opinion, one of the best ways to gain confidence in a foreign language, is by having a good understanding of it.

For that reason, I won't give you convoluted explanations or hard-to-grasp concepts.

If something can be explained in simple terms, it should.

At least that's my philosophy, and I hope that philosophy shines through in this book.

The grammatical topics will start off basic, but become more and more complex as the book progresses.

Without further ado, let's get to it!
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3  What are nouns? (Hva er substantiver?)
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Nouns are words that are 'the name of something'.

Here are some examples of nouns in Norwegian with English translations.

The spelling in the brackets show how a word is pronounced.

1. Tre (Tree)

2. Hund [Hunn] (Dog)

3. Hus (House)

4. Vegg (Wall)

5. Bil (Car)

6. Bok (Book)

7. Sko (Shoe)

8. Mat (Food)

9. Sol (Sun)

10. Båt (Boat)
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4  What are verbs? (Hva er verb?)
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Verbs are words that describe actions.

Here are some examples of verbs in Norwegian with English translations.

The spelling in the brackets show how a word is pronounced.

1. Løper [Lø-per] (Running)

2. Hopper [Håpp-er] (Jumping)

3. Tenker [Tenk-er] (Thinking)

4. Skriver [Skri-ver] (Writing)

5. Synger [Syng-er] (Singing)

6. Danser [Dann-ser] (Dancing)

7. Ler (Laughing)

8. Spiser [Spi-ser] (Eating)

9. Hører [Hø-rer] (Hearing)

10. Snakker [Snakk-er] (Talking)
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5  What is "infinitive"? (Hva er "infinitiv"?)


[image: image]


"Infinitive" or "the infinitive form of a word", is the 'base form of a verb'.

Infinitive is not a tense because it doesn't carry meaning on its own like tenses of verbs do.

When I say "tenses of verbs", I mean the past, present and future tense for example.

In English, the infinitive is created by using the formula "to + verb", and it's the same in Norwegian.

That means the formula in Norwegian is "å + verb".

If someone were to ask you what the infinitive form of the word "run" is in English, it'd be "to run" (å løpe).

Let's take a look at a couple of more examples of verbs in their infinitive form.

1. Å gå (To walk)

2. Å spise [spi-se] (To eat)

3. Å skrive [skri-ve] (To write)

4. Å tenke [tenk-e] (To think)
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6  What are adjectives? (Hva er adjektiver?)
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Adjectives are words that describe nouns.

Here are some examples of adjectives in Norwegian with English translations.

1. Rar [Ra-r] (Strange)

2. Morsom [Mo-shåmm] (Funny)

3. Sterk [Stæ-rk] (Strong)

4. Svak [Sva-k] (Weak)

5. Vakker [Vakk-er] (Beautiful)

6. Stygg (Ugly)

7. Glad [Gla] (Happy)

8. Trist [Triss-t] (Sad)

9. Høy (Tall/High [Depends on context])

10. Lav (Short/Low [Depends on context]))
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7  What are personal pronouns? (Hva er personlige pronomener?)
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Personal pronouns are words that we use instead of the name of a person.

Here's a list of some personal pronouns in Norwegian with translations.

The correct pronunciation is written in brackets.

1. Jeg [Jæ-i] (I)

2. Du (You [Singular])

3. Dere [De-re] (You [Plural])

4. Vi (We)

5. De [Di] (They)

6. Han [Hann] (He)

7. Hun [Hunn] (She)

8. Meg [Mæi] (Me)

9. Seg [Sæi] (Himself/Herself/Themselves [Depends on context])

10. Dem (Them)
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8  The V2 rule (V2-regelen)
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The V2 rule is a rule that relates to how sentence structure is formed in Norwegian.

To be able to speak Norwegian at a basic, intermediate or high level, this is a rule that has to be mastered.

Luckily, the V2 rule is quite simple.

The rule is: "the verb must always come second in a sentence".

Because of this rule, it's very important to always be aware of where the verb is placed in Norwegian.

Let's take a look at some examples.

1. Jeg går (<—verb) dit. (I'm going there.)

2. Hun reiser (<—verb) til Hellas. (She's travelling to Greece.)

3. Han spiller (<—verb) fotball. (He's playing soccer.)

In each of these sentences, the verb comes second.

If we were to put the verb in a different spot, the sentence would be grammatically incorrect.

Even though the V2 rule itself is simple, there are many exceptions to this rule, which we'll get to later.

For now, I'd like you to ingrain the V2 rule: "the verb must always come second in a sentence".
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9  A list of important verbs in their infinitive form (En liste over viktige verb i sin infinitivsform)
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Here's a list of some of the most important verbs to memorize to be able to speak Norwegian.

The spelling in the brackets show how a word is pronounced.

1. Å hete [he-te] (To be called)

2. Å være [væ-re] (To be)

3. Å snakke [snakk-e] (To speak)

4. Å komme [kåmm-e] (To come)

5. Å bo (To live) [In a country]

6. Å forstå [få-shtå] (To understand)

7. Å si (To say)

8. Å skrive [skri-ve] (To write)

9. Å gå (To walk)

10. Å fortelle [få-rt-ell-e] (To tell)
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10   How do we create the present tense in Norwegian? (Hvordan lager vi presens på norsk?)
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The present tense in Norwegian, also known as "presens", is used to describe actions that are currently happening.

The present tense is formed by adding different endings to a verb.

For regular verbs, the endings are usually "-r" for the first person singular ("jeg" [ I ]), -r for the third person singular ("han" [he], "hun" [she], "det" [it]), and -r for all plural forms ("vi" [we], "dere" [you / plural]), "de" [they]).

For example, the present tense of the verb "å lese" (to read) would be:


•  Jeg leser (I read)

•  Du leser (You read)

•  Han/Hun/Det leser (He/She/It reads)

•  Vi leser (We read)

•  Dere leser (You read, plural)

•  De leser (They read)


Note that irregular verbs may have different endings in the present tense, like the verb "å være" (to be). These words have to be memorized, and there’s no way around it, unfortunately. Here’s an overview of the conjugation of the verb „å være“ (to be), as well as some other important irregular verbs to know.

Infinitive: Å være (To be)


•  Jeg er  (I am)

•  Du er (You are)

•  Han/Hun/Det er (He/She/It is)

•  Vi er (We are)

•  Dere er (You are, plural)

•  De er (They are)



Infinitive: Å ha (To have)

• Jeg har (I have)

• Du har (You have)

• Han/Hun/Det har (He/She/It has)

• Vi har (We have)

• Dere har (You have, plural)

• De har (They have)



Infinitive: Å ville (To want)

• Jeg vil (I want)

• Du vil (You want)

• Han/Hun/Det vil (He/She/It wants)

• Vi vil (We want)

• Dere vil (You want, plural)

• De vil (They want)





Infinitive: Å måtte (To have to, must)

• Jeg må (I must)

• Du må (You must)

• Han/Hun/Det må (He/She/It must)

• Vi må (We must)

• Dere må (You must, plural)

• De må (They must)



Infinitive: Å kunne (To be able to, can)

• Jeg kan (I can)

• Du kan (You can)

• Han/Hun/Det kan (He/She/It can)

• Vi kan (We can)

• Dere kan (You can, plural)

• De kan (They can)



Infinitive Å skulle (To should, shall)

• Jeg skal (I shall)

• Du skal (You shall)

• Han/Hun/Det skal (He/She/It shall)

• Vi skal (We shall)

• Dere skal (You shall, plural)
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11   Does Norwegian have genders? (Har norsk kjønn?)
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Yes.

Norwegian has three genders, but many, many Norwegians, including myself, only use two of them.

The three genders are as follows:

1. Masculine

2. Feminine

3. Neuter

Of these three genders, the one that's excluded by many Norwegians, including myself, is the feminine gender.

You might be wondering what that means.

Here's an explanation.

Nouns in Norwegian can be grouped into one of the three genders above.

However, feminine nouns can be changed into masculine nouns.

Masculine nouns and neuter nouns on the other hand, can't be changed.

Here's a deeper explanation.

When I say that there are three genders in Norwegian, it refers to the three different ways we can say "a".

In English, there aren't genders, and all nouns are referred to with an "a" in front of them: a car, a group, a place.

In Norwegian, we have to change the way we say the English "a" depending on the gender of the noun.

We have to decide between either "en", "ei" or "et".

"En" is the 'masculine a'.

"Ei" is the 'feminine a'.

"Et" is the 'neuter a'.

Here's what the English words I mentioned look like translated to Norwegian.

1. En bil (A car)

2. Ei gruppe [grupp-e] (A group)

3. Et sted [ste-d] (A place)

As you can see, we have to use the "a" that corresponds with the gender of the noun we're describing.

The only way to know the gender of a noun, is unfortunately through memorization.

Like I mentioned, the feminine gender - "ei" - is optional, and can always be changed to the male gender, "en".

That means that any feminine noun where some Norwegians say "ei", like "ei gruppe" (a group), can be changed to "en gruppe" (a group).

Using three or two genders is completely optional, but like I mentioned, I personally never use the feminine gender "ei", and always change it to "en".

That means that I'd say "en gruppe" (a group) [masculine] instead of "ei gruppe" (a group) [feminine].

Whether you choose to use all three genders in Norwegian or only two of them like myself, is totally up to you, but if you were to ask me for a recommendation, I'd advise you to only use the masculine and neuter gender, and never the feminine gender. 
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