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​Introduction
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The books of Psalms and Proverbs present two phenomenal statements regarding the believer’s life. The first is found in Psalms 34:19, “Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.” The second is found in Proverbs 24:16, “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again: but the wicked shall fall into mischief.” 

Each of these statements reveal the troubles that believers will face and how it is possible for unforeseen mistakes and failures will come. However, the strength of the second admonition is that the righteous will get up after times of failure and defeat. The Restoration and Recovery Series was developed to bring hope, comfort, and peace to Christians during and after troublesome times in their Christan walk. 

In this publication

How do you handle personal mistakes? Do you allow them to paralyze your personal success and spiritual growth? Or, do you allow them to induce fear and doubt in your relationship with Christ? The Bible contains numerous accounts of individuals who failed in their relationship with Him. Yet, this did not prevent them from doing great things for Him.

God is a God of the Comeback. In the third book of the Restoration & Recovery Series, we will continue to examine the failures and ultimate successes of biblical characters. If they overcame, then, the Christian today can come out of any personal pit and enter into their God-given purpose. Their examples provide hope and strength for the Christian today. *****
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​​-Chapter 1-

-Why Didst Thou Not Tell Me That She Was Thy Wife?
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Three of the world’s major religions assert their descent from Abraham the patriarch: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. These religions claim natural and spiritual ancestry in Abraham. Abraham is known for his relationship with God. God chose Abraham to leave everything familiar to him. 

Now the Lord had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee. (Genesis 12:1)

Because of his obedience and subsequent service to God, Abraham is known as the Father of Faith.

Abraham’s life inspires men today to follow God. He serves as an example of trust and hope in the midst of impossible situations. However, Abraham did not always demonstrate the faith that would characterize his life and legacy. His story serves an example of hope for believers who struggle in their faith and walk with the Lord. 

After Abraham obeyed God’s voice, there was a famine. Because of this, he went down into Egypt.

And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went down into Egypt to sojourn there; for the famine was grievous in the land. (Genesis 12:10)

Abraham & Pharaoh

Before Abraham (Abram) and Sarah (Sarai) entered into Egypt, Abraham asked his wife to be deceptive. He did not want her to reveal that she was his wife. He asked Sarah only to say that they were siblings (half brother and sister). 

And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman to look upon: Therefore it shall come to pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they shall say, This is his wife: and they will kill me, but they will save thee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art my sister: that it may be well with me for thy sake; and my soul shall live because of thee. (Genesis 12:11-13)

Abraham previously had a supernatural experience with God. God made promises to Abraham of how he would bless him and multiply him. Yet, when he got to Egypt, he became fearful. He did not fully trust in the Lord as he should. If God made promises to him, they could not come to pass if he were dead. Abraham did not consider this. His fear seemingly made him forgetful of the promises previously made by God. 

And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. (Genesis 12:2-3)

If he believed in God enough to follow his command to leave all, then, he should have been able to believe that God would keep him in the midst of adversity. However, he did not. His lack of faith and fear led to deception. 

It is inevitable that believers will face challenging situations. Like Abraham, some do not walk in faith during these times, but give in to their fears. Consequently, some Christians have lied and been deceptive to avoid negative situations and consequences. Some are deceptive to keep jobs, get hired, gain promotions, and the like. Like Abraham, they did not walk in faith. Even now, some are gripped by guilt and shame for these actions, but there is hope.

Upon entering Egypt, Sarah was taken into custody by Pharaoh who wanted to make her his wife. Abraham’s deception put his own wife in a vulnerable position. Abraham even received goods from Pharaoh to validate his deception. The story tells us that Pharaoh entreated Abraham well through his goods.

And he entreated Abram well for her sake: and he had sheep, and oxen, and he asses, and menservants, and maidservants, and she asses, and camels. (Genesis 12:16)

Abraham put his wife in an adulterous situation and profited by it. Yet, we read of no discipline from the Lord. We discover that God does not correct Abraham, but he plagues Pharaoh.

And the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai Abram's wife. And Pharaoh called Abram and said, What is this that thou hast done unto me? why didst thou not tell me that she was thy wife? (Genesis 12:17-18)

God protected Sarah by plaguing Pharaoh’s house. He suffered the consequences for Abraham’s deception. Abraham did not suffer for his deception and left with the goods that Pharaoh had given him.

And Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him: and they sent him away, and his wife, and all that he had. (Genesis 12:20)

Some might argue that Abraham did not know God well enough to trust him. This occurred towards the beginning of his relationship with Him. This is why God was merciful to him. It is true that God will be gracious to believers in times of weakness. However, our weaknesses and lack of experiences should not cause us to walk in doubt. Abraham and Sarah could have experienced some negative repercussions for their actions, but God was gracious.

Continuing our examination of Abraham, we discover that the Father of Faith demonstrated a lack of faith again. As believers, sometimes we commit the same sins and fail in the same areas repeatedly. He failed to believe that God had the power over life and death. He did not believe that God would spare his life in order to perform His promises to him. Abraham recovered and so will the believer.

Abraham & Abimelech

Though no excuse can be offered for Abraham’s deception in Egypt, some may want to argue that it was his first faith challenge while following the Lord. Yet, Abraham committed the same offense after God established relationship and covenant with him.

Before coming into the land of Gerar, Abraham experienced God’s presence in various ways. Abraham trusted God enough to protect him during the battle of the five kings. He and his men freed Lot and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah. After this, God revealed his promise of an heir to him. God calls him friend and reveals His plan to destroy Sodom. Abraham witnesses God’s power when He executed His judgment on Sodom. Finally, God changes his and Sarah’s name and establishes covenant.

All of these things happened from the time he left Egypt until he entered into the land of Gerar. If anyone should have been able to walk in faith, it should have been Abraham. However, he failed to trust God and operated in deception. Again, he doubted God’s power over life and death. He feared he would be killed. He walked in fear in spite of God’s promise.

And Abraham journeyed from thence toward the south country, and dwelled between Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar. And Abraham said of Sarah his wife, She is my sister: and Abimelech king of Gerar sent, and took Sarah. (Genesis 20:1-2)

The same thing happened in Gerar as in Egypt. Abraham lied and Sarah was taken. Again, we discover that God does not correct Abraham, but threatens Abimelech in a dream.

But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. (Genesis 20:3)

Believers have to remember testimonies of God’s deliverance and help in their lives. This will help them to believe God in times of trouble. It will help the believer to avoid sin and error.

God warns Abimelech and then speaks well of Abraham. He tells Abimelech that Abraham will pray for him and his house.

Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all that are thine. (Genesis 20:7)

Though Abraham was a repeat offender, God was a repeat forgiver. God still spoke of Abraham’s position before Him by calling him a prophet. In addition, God spoke of Abraham’s relationship with him by telling Abimelech that he would pray for him.

There are believers today who believe they have ruined their lives and ministries because of sin and failure. This account reveals that if we continue in Him, God will not always remove us from our position (like Cain), and our relationship with Him will not be hindered. Abraham was still called a prophet and was expected to act as one.

Abraham prayed for Abimelech’s house and God heard him. The women were able to conceive and bring forth children. God was still with Abraham and used him. 

This is where some believers fail to believe God. They feel that because they failed and others know their sins that they will not be able to minister effectively. Moreover, some feel that God is incapable of using them. Abraham’s story reveals the opposite. After his deception, God used him with results. If the believer continues to follow the Lord and forsake known sins, God will use him also.

Abraham’s failure in Egypt and Gerar show that believers can fail repeatedly in the same areas. The key to overcoming is to continue to follow Christ until victory is achieved. 

These two accounts demonstrate that God was interested in blessing Abraham and not cursing him. God was merciful to him for He knew the man that Abraham would become in Him. God is merciful to us in times of sin and failure for He knows who we will become in Him also. Even after these two accounts of failure, Abraham’s faith was perfected and he received the blessing of the Lord. 

In each of these stories, Abraham left with wealth and substance. 

And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and womenservants, and gave them unto Abraham, and restored him Sarah his wife. (Genesis 20:14)

This has spiritual implications for the believer. Faults and failures can teach believers valuable lessons. That is, God can use the error to impart a greater knowledge of His character. Believers may sin and fail, but if they continue to walk with Him, they will leave their place of failure with treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

Abraham and Isaac

God fulfilled His promise to Abraham. His old, barren wife brought forth
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