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FROM THE EDITORS' DESK: DIFFERENT TIMES, SAME NEEDS (BRIAN JOHNSTON)
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One hundred and twenty years ago this magazine began.  In the same year, with the slogan. "You push the button: we do the rest', George Eastman of Rochester. N.Y. introduced the first simple, inexpensive camera, the Kodak, and took photography out of the professional studio, placing it in the hands of the masses. Also in 1888, John Dunlop, a Scottish veterinarian living in Belfast, invented the pneumatic bicycle tyre in order to give his 10-year-old son a smoother ride to school. At first ridiculed as 'pudding tyres', the inflated wheels soon replaced hard rubber tyres in cycle shops all over Europe. It's amazing to think of how far technology has progressed in the past 120 years!

But through all that time - and since its completion in the time of the apostles - God's Word, the Bible, has not changed. That doesn't mean that our understanding of the Bible doesn't change. One hundred and twenty years ago, the publishers of Needed Truth (NT) magazine believed there was fresh light to be shared on one of the Bible's great central truths: God's house on earth. This is the topic that's explored in our special study feature which we hope you'll find useful as a focus for personal or group study. This year its theme is 'Builders for God', and aims to draw lessons from Moses to Paul. 

In 2008 the NT magazine still exists because the same need persists, and with us, the same desire to have it placed in the hands of the masses for their prayerful consideration. We pray the revised format will prove helpful under God in achieving this. Yes, the world's a changing place, and we must apply the unchanging Word to it. Many of the articles in this issue aim to do that with life-oriented applications and devotional impact -like our interview on page 14 with Jeff and Margaret, who give us the Beroean-like example of dealing with doubts by going to God's Word (Acts 17:11). May we also point out, in reference to that piece, that while individual failings are alluded to, it's the error of the teaching that's the focus - error which misleads a great number of sincerely devoted individuals. 

I have a friend in a developing country who's a photographer. We upgraded his camera and repaired his old bicycle (both of which may have looked 120 years old!), but the gift he cherishes most of all is his Needed Truth! We hope you'll share the sentiment; do write and let us know at the address on this page. 
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THE OVERGROWN PATH: RECLAIMING LIVES FOR GOD (GILBERT GRIERSON)
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When we first moved into our old farmhouse in Ireland, it had been empty for about three years and the garden resembled a jungle. Pushing the jungle back was a major challenge! One area was covered in weeds, but once cut back, it revealed a hidden path running down from the house alongside the trees. We cleared the path and clearly marked one edge of it by setting up an old cartwheel.

Four years have passed since that path was cleared, and because we felt that the garden was too big to keep all of it tended, we drew an invisible line and said, "All within this line we will upkeep; outside is left to nature." That path fell back outside the line! I looked at it the other day, or at least where it should be! The nettles and weeds have reclaimed it and the old cartwheel is only just visible above the undergrowth.

I wonder if that's true of the life that you used to live for the Lord? The path of service that you trod was clearly marked, much used, an important part of your life. Then gradually things began to drop off. Serving the Lord didn't seem to be so important, other things crept in and little by little the path of service fell into disuse. Soon it was almost out of sight and out of mind. Almost, but not quite, lost! Has the Lord been pulling at your heart-strings recently, saying,

"Stand by the roads, and look,

and ask for the ancient paths,

where the good way is; and walk in it,

and find rest for your souls " (Jer.6:16)?

The path is still there, much overgrown, but only waiting to be cleared and put to use again. It doesn't matter much if an old path in our too-big garden is given back to be a highway for mice, slugs and caterpillars. But if thorns and thistles are allowed to choke our clear identity as Christians, if we merge into the undergrowth of a world that has despised and rejected the Lord Jesus, then we have lost something precious, including present rest for our souls. 

If so, who can estimate the grief caused to the heart of the One who said, "Come to me all who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest" (Matt.11:28) and then went to the cross to pay the penalty that our sins deserved. He finished His work to obtain rest for us, to be given as a gift as we come in faith, and then to be found as we take up His yoke of service to follow Him. 

With unfathomable sadness the Father watches and waits for the lost child who wanders abroad, squandering precious time and gifts on the broken things of this present world that cannot last, and meanwhile the path of service, that, if walked, would bring eternal imperishable blessings, grows increasingly choked and neglected. Is that you? Take heart! The Father in the parable that Jesus told (Lk.15) never stopped hoping and watching: the undergrowth can still be cut back and the ancient paths of blessing found and walked again. 

'Repent' is a biblical word and it is the first and essential step to rediscovering the old paths. It means 'a change of heart' or 'an about turn'. Turning back to the Lord takes an about turn, a conscious decision to put things right.  Why not take up the spiritual scythe, strimmer and anything else that you need to clear the years of weeds and find again the ancient path of service. Christian friends will help you as you seek to rediscover the Bible and in it the One who never gave up on you. All these years He stood at a closed door at the end of an overgrown path, gently knocking and saying, Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me (Rev.3:20). 

(Bible quotes from ESV)
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IS GOD GREEN ... AND SHOULD WE BE? (PETER ANDREWS)
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Global warming. Sustainability. Endangered species. The impact of global commerce. These subjects are increasingly in the headlines. We need to be able to give a Christian perspective on issues which worry people, or risk seeming irrelevant. So how 'green' should we be? 

What is the problem? 

Society believes that our consumption of the world's resources is unsustainable. Future generations face increasing pollution and shortages of key resources like food, water and energy. Some of the effects - like oil-spills, or pollution driving the Yangtze river dolphin to extinction - are undisputed. Others are more debatable, such as the extent to which global warming is natural. Most scientists think it is largely 'our fault'; most of us laymen simply aren't qualified to say. So what's the biblical perspective? 

When God created the world, it was 'good'. This seems an understatement. It is still beautiful now, and we can only imagine how perfect it was when the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy (Job 38:7). God gave mankind dominion over most of nature (the earth, and...every living thing - Gen.1:28), so when we fell, nature (the creation) fell with us (Rom.8:20-22). The earth was cursed (Gen.3:17). So nature's struggles are the direct result of our sin, and we will never be able to fix things by ourselves. We know that one day God will heal this earth again. It will enjoy a wonderful thousand years under the Lord Jesus' reign. Then, when its time is done, God will destroy it by fire (2 Pet.3:7) and bring about a new heaven and a new earth (Rev.21). 

So what are our responsibilities until then? God delivered nature into our hands (Gen.1:28; Gen.9:2). He has entrusted it to us. It is ours to use, but to use responsibly. For example, we are specifically told that animals are for us to eat (Gen.9:3; Acts 11:7), but Matthew Henry spoke sense when he said, 'This grant of the animals for food fully warrants the use of them, but not the abuse of them by gluttony, still less by cruelty'. This reflects the general principle of the earth having been placed under our management by God (Ps.115:16). There are other reasons for protecting nature. The heavens declare the glory of God (Ps.19:1), but if we live in a city with light pollution, we can rarely see them. Most of us feel closer to God when up a mountain than in a multi-storey car park. 

Excessive consumption? 

Pollution is linked to consumption. For those of us in the West, it is sobering to think about how much we have. In 2004. for every one tonne of CO2 (carbon dioxide - a greenhouse gas) produced by someone in Malawi, an Indian produced 20, an Englishman 184, and an American 400. We can so easily be caught out by the deceitfulness of riches (Mk.4:19). Relying on possessions (and particularly wanting more) can quickly damage our Christian lives (Lk.18:25). We may need to reassess our priorities. There is another aspect to this. Global trade creates jobs in developing countries. But if the balance is wrong, a Westerner's desire for cheap chocolate or trainers can lead to exploitation of child labour in Ivory Coast or Bangladesh. 

Opportunity for witness? 

For some, 'green issues' have almost become an alternative religion. Like Paul, we need to engage with people on their chosen ground (1 Cor.9:22). We need to remind them that, while the world is worth saving, their souls are infinitely more valuable (Matt.16:26). 

Where does this leave us? 

Should we cancel that flight to visit family (or for teaching opportunities, e.g. at Bible camp)? Perhaps not. Should we recycle, think about what we really need, and buy 'fair-trade' where we can? Yes, probably. But above all, we should remember that God is in control, and while this earth will pass away, His Word will not.
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TIME FOR CHRIST: THE ETERNAL SON (PETER HICKLING)
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The Eternal God 

Scripture tells us that God is eternal (Deut.33:27); indeed, this would be part of our definition of God. But what do we understand by it? Our grasp must necessarily be limited because we are beings who live in time and space, and we can only explain things in terms of our own experience. However, we can accept that time, together with space and matter, is a created thing: it had a beginning, and will have an end. When God revealed His Name to Moses as, "I AM WHO I AM" (Ex.3:14), the title meant that He is the self-existent one, unaffected by time. The idea of eternity as a time-line extending infinitely back into the past and forward into the future is not sufficient; God inhabits eternity now (Isa.57:15), and he has put eternity in our hearts (Eccles.3:11) This is one of the ways in which we are made in the image of God (Gen.1:26). His independence of time ties in with His unchangeable nature, for time is measured by change.

The Eternal Son

These attributes of God may seem rather abstract, but they were revealed in His Son. We shall later be looking at His incarnation and life, but the apostle John made the statement of His being the very foundation of his Gospel: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made... the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth ...No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known (Jn 1:1-3,14,18). 

The Son was the divine executive in creation in the beginning, that is, at the beginning of all created things, but He Himself is uncreated; He is God. If this is true we have to accept that Father and Son are both God (and the Holy Spirit too, by later proofs), yet there is one God (Mk.12:29).

Jesus used the Old Testament language about Himself when He said to the Jews, "Before Abraham was, I am" (Jn 8:58). This was a deliberate use of the words I am: it was the divine name YHWH, or Jehovah. When He said this, His hearers very well understood what He was claiming, because they picked up stones to throw at him, the penalty prescribed in the Law for blasphemy (Lev.24:16). On another occasion the Jews sought to kill Him, because He called God his own Father, making himself equal with God (Jn 5:18). Ironically, the cult who call themselves 'Jehovah's Witnesses' are the ones who most vehemently deny that Jesus Christ was Jehovah in the flesh.

Does it matter?

Yes, because it shows us the extent of God's love for us. When the Father gave His Son to share humanity with us and die for us, it wasn't just like sending someone else, even someone dearly loved - God suffered. Scripture says of Christ that He through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God (Heb.9:14). Father, Son and Holy Spirit as one God designed and carried out our salvation, and lifted us up as many sons to glory (Heb.2:10). The apostle Paul sums it up in Rom.8:31-34: 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died - more than that, who was raised...

Bible quotes from ESV 
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BUILDERS FOR GOD - MOSES (JAMES NEEDHAM)
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It takes a team of experts to bring the vision of a designer into a completed reality. From the moment the architect draws up the first plan until the surveyor finally certifies completion of a building, engineers, planning consultants, quantity surveyors, contractors and lawyers all play a part using their expertise. It can be a long and complicated process, and will only be a success if the whole team works together to agree the process and construct the building - all in line with the plans and specification.

It is a very different picture when God commissions His servants to build something for Him. When God called on Pharaoh to let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness (Ex.7:16), He had in view a building which the children of Israel would construct for Him and which would be central to their service as God's holy nation. No team of experts would be required to input into the plans, for this building had a great design and a supreme Designer, one admired by Abraham who himself looked forward to a future work by the same Architect (Heb.11:10). In this wilderness building, God would be the Architect, the Designer and the Occupier; its design and composition were by Him and for Him. The responsibility for overseeing the work of building it was placed into the hands of one man prepared for the task: Moses.

Commissioned for the work

As Israel camped at the foot of Sinai, Moses mediated between God and His people (Deut.5:4-5). There in the mountain, Moses received from God the promise to Israel of covenant relationship (Ex.19:5-6), and the Law to regulate that relationship, to which they pledged their obedience (Ex.24:3,7). The covenant having been confirmed by the sprinkling of the blood of sacrifice (Ex.24:8), God called Moses to return to the mountain, where he waited for six days. It was on the seventh day, perhaps the day that spoke of divine rest (Gen.2:2), that God began to tell Moses of a building essential to the covenant, in which He would find His rest amongst His people (Ex.24:16).

It was there that God expressed to Moses His desire to have a dwelling-place in the midst of His chosen people: let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them (Ex.25:8). The instructions Moses received for the building of the Tabernacle, and for the clothing and consecration of the priests who would serve in it, were precise and complete. The design and pattern for the building were all of God, and Moses was to oversee the work in strict conformity with what God had revealed: see to it that you make them according to the pattern which was shown you on the mountain (Ex.25:40).

The singular importance of this principle is confirmed in its repetition to Moses on two further occasions (Ex.26:30; Ex.27:8), and its reference by the Holy Spirit a further three times throughout the Scriptures (Num.8:4; Acts 7:44; Heb.8:5). When it came to God's design for His house, there was no room either for human intervention or variation. God had drawn up the plans; Moses' task was to ensure that the building met the pattern in every detail. And to make certain that in no part of the work would Moses have to apply his own interpretation, not only was the pattern described to Moses but it was also physically shown to him: our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the wilderness, as He appointed, instructing Moses to make it according to the pattern that he had seen (lit. 'seen with his eyes', 'stared at') (Acts 7:44).

Moses' faithful service

Moses knew the importance and the care with which these instructions were to be handled. Although he had experienced God speaking to him face to face, as a man speaks to his friend (Ex.33:11), Moses did not allow any sense of familiarity to impede the humble and reverent obedience demanded by the God of the house of God (Gen.31:13), before whom even Moses said, "I am exceedingly afraid and trembling" (Heb.12:21). 

It was in this spirit of faithful service that Moses oversaw the work of construction, ensuring that the artisans of Israel should channel the use of their gifts to accomplish not what was in their own minds, but only what God had designed and revealed: "I have put wisdom in the hearts of all who are gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you ... According to









	What significance is there in the fact that God 'dismisses' his creation of the stellar heavens in a couple of words, but devotes chapter upon chapter to the construction details of the small portable structure known as the tabernacle? What is the present-day impact of stating no less than six times that it was according to the pattern?

	Why was the building of the tabernacle essential to the covenant of Ex.19-24?

	Later, Ps.132 shows how seriously David entered into God's desire for Zion. How can we show we are taking God's desire for a dwelling place as seriously as Moses (Ex.25:8) and David (Ps.132)?

	How are we to replicate Moses' faithfulness? 
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