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			Introduction

			There is an abundance of sights related to early American history in Philadelphia. Although the area surrounding Independence Hall has been dubbed “the most historic square mile in America,” the attractions related to the dramatic founding of the nation have not been presented before as a unified group. This book guides you through the Philadelphia Liberty Trail, over 25 sights related to the birth of the United States of America.

			The book is broken down into chapters that divide the historic district into five easy-­to-­navigate sections. Independence Mall is at the center with each section forming a rough loop that begins and ends nearby. Though the entire trail is about 4 miles long, you’re never far from the starting point. Begin wherever you like; it’s not necessary to follow the trail sections in sequence to get a handle on things.

			Each section will take about two to four hours, depending on how deeply you like to explore. We’ve included Side Trips along the way that may be of interest, as well as Pit Stops for dining, shopping, or just sitting down to rest weary feet. If you’re traveling with youngsters, keep an eye out for the kite icon [image: ], indicating kid-­friendly destinations.

			The back of the book contains practical travel information such as lodging and dining options along with historic sights to visit elsewhere in Philadelphia and the surrounding region.

			Much of the trail meanders through Independence Park where you can pop your head into many attractions, like the Liberty Bell, for free. For others there is a small admission fee. Details are listed with each individual location.

			 More than half of the Philadelphia Liberty Trail takes you outside the confines of Independence Park and onto the streets of Philadelphia, giving you a peek into the world that formed a backdrop to early American history. It’s where a diverse group of immigrants to 18th-­century Philadelphia—both voluntary and involuntary—made significant contributions to the cause of liberty.

			Some of the sights such as Christ Church, Pennsylvania Hospital (the nation’s first), Headhouse Square Market, and Mother Bethel African Methodist Church (another first) are still in operation today fulfilling their original mission. Others, such as the Powel House and Carpenters’ Hall, are some of the finest remaining examples of early American building design and part of the largest collection of Georgian architecture in the world outside of London.

			Explore the cobblestoned streets, majestic buildings, and tree-­lined colonial neighborhoods in the city where this country began, and trace the path of American history.

			Welcome to Philadelphia

			The city of London, tho’ handsomer than Paris, is not as handsome as Philadelphia.

			—Thomas Jefferson, 1786

			Philadelphia is more than a backdrop for quaint colonial buildings like Independence Hall and Betsy Ross’s house; it’s not just a place where the Liberty Bell cracked the first time it tolled. Philadelphia is where representatives came together from 13 separate colonies, men with varying goals and ideas for the future of the country. It’s where in 1776 they declared their independence from Great Britain and, after they were victorious in war, reconvened 11 years later to determine what form the United States of America would take. By creating the United States Constitution they set a new world standard for representative government.

			Perhaps that’s because Philadelphia was a revolutionary town from its inception. William Penn welcomed people of all faiths when he created the colony in 1681 with a guiding principle of religious freedom, what he called his “Holy Experiment.” Penn was also cutting-­edge in laying out the city on an efficient grid pattern, rather than the serpentine streets and alleys of old European cities that had developed organically over time.
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			Philadelphia grew rapidly upon the tidy framework of Penn’s plan. By 1776 it was one of the largest and most forward-­thinking cities in the British Empire. Its sophistication attracted leading lights in science, medicine, commerce, and the arts. According to historian Neil Ronk of Christ Church, “18th-­century Philadelphia had a similar vibe to California in the 1950s. Anyone who was anyone wanted to move to Philadelphia.” The new land of opportunity even lured Benjamin Franklin, who abandoned his native Boston as a youth for the greener pastures of the City of Brotherly Love.

			The religious freedoms that Penn granted attracted people from all over the world who brought a new vitality to the city. As the political, financial, and industrial innovation center of the Americas, it was Washington, D.C., Wall Street, and Silicon Valley, all rolled into one compact package.

			So much excitement was created in Philadelphia that in the early 1800s it was called the “Athens of America.” But unlike the relics of ancient Athens, many of the buildings where history was created in Philadelphia still stand and welcome you on the Philadelphia Liberty Trail.

			
				A Name Fit For a King

				It’s often assumed that Pennsylvania is named after its founder, William Penn. Given the name of the commonwealth, that makes sense, but it’s also wrong. When King Charles II granted the land to Penn, in recompense for a debt that was owed to his father Admiral Sir William Penn, Penn was going to call the new colony Sylvania (or “woods”). The King insisted that it be called Pennsylvania after Penn’s father. Naming things after people was abhorrent to the younger Penn’s Quaker beliefs, which stressed modesty in all dealings, but who was he to defy the king? Who knows, maybe under his austere Quaker exterior he was secretly pleased with the outcome all along.

			

			
			
		

	
		
			Independence Mall South

			The Independence Mall South section of the Philadelphia Liberty Trail includes some of the most significant sights of American history, including Independence Hall and the Liberty Bell. Take time to walk even farther in the footsteps of the Founding Fathers by strolling among the buildings facing Independence Square that hosted the nation’s capital from 1790 to 1800, including Congress Hall where the United States Senate and House of Representatives met and where George Washington and John Adams were inaugurated as president. In the Great Essentials exhibit, you’ll even see the actual Declaration of Independence that was first read to the public on July 8, 1776.

			The house Washington and Adams lived in, the predecessor to the White House, is long gone. But you can learn more about the complex issues surrounding their terms of office at the President’s House Site. A few blocks away you can see where the 33-year-­old Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence in the re-created Declaration House.

			Begin your exploration of historic Philadelphia at the corner Market and South 5th Streets (Independence Mall East), where you’ll see a granite marker that states:

			Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

			—The First Amendment to the United States Constitution, 15 December, 1791

			For its time this was a radical statement of rights, but it was in keeping with the profound change in government that the United States of America embraced after their victory over Great Britain. Amid a sweeping view of Independence Mall, you’re standing within footsteps of where this new nation was formed to uphold these basic human rights that are literally written in stone.
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			Independence Visitor Center

			6th and Market Streets

			The best place to begin the Philadelphia Liberty Trail is at the Independence Visitor Center. It handles information requests for Independence National Historical Park as well as the city of Philadelphia and surrounding region.

			Several films about Philadelphia during the struggle for independence are shown throughout the day. Visitors can pick up tickets to area attractions, arrange tours, select from free maps and brochures, and shop in the Independence Store, the official gift shop of the Greater Philadelphia region. Aside from miniature Liberty Bells and other historic treats you can even pick up a replica Rocky statue. Amenities include 24-hour underground parking, free Wi-­Fi, accessible restrooms, ATM, and a cafe.

			At the Visitor Center you can also pick up free tickets to tour Independence Hall. Standing in the same room where men from 13 colonies signed the Declaration of Independence and risked “their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor” is an essential stop on the Philadelphia Liberty Trail.

			
				Independence Visitor Center Information

				Location: 599 Market St. (Corner of 6th and Market Streets)

				Hours: Daily, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.; extended hours Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend, 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

				Admission: Free

				Phone: (800) 537-7676

				Website: phlvisitorcenter.com/attraction/independence-­visitor-­center

				Wheelchair accessibility: Accessible throughout
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			President’s House Site

			6th and Market Streets

			During tours of Independence National Park, guides often say that the pursuit of liberty is not perfect, but it’s worth preserving. These complex issues are addressed at the President’s House site next to the Liberty Bell Center.

			The existing structure is reminiscent of Benjamin Franklin’s “Ghost House” in Franklin Court. With its random partial walls and empty window frames, it reaches skyward like a Roman-­ruins version of colonial architecture. Several video monitors present an exhibit called President’s House: Freedom and Slavery in the Making of a New Nation, reenacting the lives of slaves and servants who toiled for the president. Side panels relay the story of other events that occurred in America during the administrations of Washington and Adams including the Whiskey Rebellion and passage of the Alien and Sedition Acts. The ongoing excavations of the home’s foundation are viewable through glass panels.
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						The site where Washington and Adams lived.
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			Washington established the executive branch of government in the President’s House. By definition everything he did set a precedent for future presidents, including setting up a “cabinet” of advisors and releasing an annual State of the Union report.

			In its heyday the circa-1767 palatial four-­story Georgian brick house was occupied by a “who’s who” of early American history including Richard Penn, William’s grandson and colonial governor of Pennsylvania; General William Howe, who requisitioned the home during the British occupation of Philadelphia; the notorious traitor Benedict Arnold, who planned his treasonous plot within these walls; and Robert Morris, financier of the Revolution and one of the richest men in America. When Philadelphia was the nation’s capital, Presidents George Washington and John Adams each lived here during their terms of office, giving the site its current name. It’s obvious it wasn’t just any old house.

			
				You Be the Judge

				During Washington’s residency he brought along a group of nine slaves from his Mount Vernon plantation, which caused a delicate problem for him. Pennsylvania was the first state to provide for the emancipation of slaves with the passage of the Gradual Abolition Act of 1780; if slaves lived in the state for six months they were granted their freedom. Washington got around this by a bit of subterfuge. He rotated his slaves out of Philadelphia so none of them would be there the requisite six months.

				Martha Washington’s personal maid was a young slave named Oney Judge. In 1796 the 23-year-­old domestic servant left the house while the Washingtons were settled down to dinner and fled to New Hampshire by boat, seemingly safe in such a faraway locale. She set up a new life, marrying Jack Raines, a free black sailor, with whom she had three children. But due to the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793, which Washington signed into law, owners were allowed to reach into non-­slave states to reclaim what was considered their property, so Judge was never truly out of danger.

				In a turn of bad luck, an acquaintance of Martha Washington spied Judge in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and reported back this information. Washington twice tried to have his wife’s maid returned, but on both occasions New Hampshire officials intervened. Oney Judge Raines lived in freedom until her death in 1848, but it’s hard to imagine that she didn’t always have one eye looking apprehensively over her shoulder.

			

			
				Strange Bedfellows

				The President’s House is not the only home that claims as its occupants two of the main adversaries of the War for Independence, General George Washington and British General William Howe. During the 1777 Battle of Germantown just northwest of Philadelphia, Howe stayed at the Deshler-­Morris House after the conflict. In 1793 Washington stayed in the same home with his family to avoid the yellow fever epidemic raging in the city. He liked the bucolic setting so much he returned the following summer. The house is now known as the Germantown White House and is part of the National Park Service. More information about visiting it is in the Farther Afield section of this book.

			

			In an all-­too-­familiar refrain, despite its former grandeur and historical importance, the mansion was torn down in 1832. But it gets worse. From the 1950s until the current restoration project, the site was a public restroom, serving visitors to Independence Mall.

			When the National Park Service envisioned a new Visitor’s Center for Independence Park, along with an updated structure to house the Liberty Bell, there were no plans to commemorate the President’s House, which was the precursor to the White House. The situation grew complicated when the history of Washington’s slaves at the residence was revealed. In fact, visitors to the new Liberty Bell pavilion would be walking over the remains of the old slave quarters.

			The irony of this situation was too much. The Park Service agreed to excavate the remains of the home and set up a memorial to tell the story of the slaves who lived and served in it.

			A National Park Service placard states, “History is not neat. It is complicated and messy. . . . The President’s House exposes the core contradiction at the founding of this nation: enshrinement of liberty and the institution of slavery.” As you proceed on the Philadelphia Liberty Trail, you’ll find history and events that are not always wrapped up in a pretty bow. But it’s important to explore the birth of the United States of America and a notable change in how mankind was governed.

			
				President’s House Information

				Location: 6th and Market Streets

				Hours: Open-­air pavilion that is accessible 24 hours a day. The videos run 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., daily.

				Admission: Free

				Phone: (215) 965-2305

				Website: nps.gov/inde/historyculture/the-­presidents-­house.htm

				Wheelchair accessibility: On a public street with access throughout

			

			
			Liberty Bell

			6th and Chestnut Streets

			You have to admit, it takes a strong degree of confidence for a nation to embrace something that’s broken as one of its most popular symbols. But that’s the case with the cracked, but beloved, Liberty Bell. Over 2 million people a year visit this most famous icon of American history.

			When the Liberty Bell started out it wasn’t a national symbol. In fact, it wasn’t even known as the Liberty Bell. It was merely a functional tool used as a colonial-­era communication device. It tolled for special events both happy and sad, and called townspeople to meetings. Its symbolism came later when activities in Philadelphia had consequences reaching far beyond the sound of the bell.
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						Two American icons.
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			In 1751 the colonists of Pennsylvania ordered a bell from Whitechapel Foundry in London. The occasion was the 50th anniversary of Penn’s granting the Charter of Privileges that established the framework for the colony and granted major democratic freedoms to its inhabitants. Speaker of the Pennsylvania Assembly Isaac Norris designated that the bell be marked with a phrase from Leviticus Chapter XXV in the Bible:

			“Proclaim Liberty throughout all the Land unto all the Inhabitants thereof.”

			Abolitionists are credited with the first use of the name “Liberty Bell” in the 1830s. They embraced the bell, and the phrase on it, for their anti-­slavery movement. It’s been known as the Liberty Bell ever since. In an ironic twist, Isaac Norris was a slave owner.

			The bell landed in Philadelphia in 1752, and although it was a year late for the 50th anniversary festivities, the colonists still excitedly greeted its arrival into the city; in an omen of things to come, it cracked the first time it was tested. (That is not the famous crack that appears today. More on that in a little bit.)

			Local metal workers John Pass and John Stow were hired to fix the bell. Despite having no prior experience with bells, Pass and Stow melted the bell down and recast it, adding a bit of copper in the process. No one liked the tone of the bell, so they melted it down a second time.

			In early June, 1753, this twice-­reworked bell was hung in the belfry of the State House. Some wags still felt it had a “disagreeable tone” but seriously, how many times can you melt the darned thing down and start over? If you look closely at the bell you’ll notice its rough surface, evidence that the well-­meaning Pass and Stow were in a little over their heads with a project of this magnitude. But their names lived on in the inscription on the bell itself and have been viewed by millions.

			
				March Madness

				Does that music playing inside the Liberty Bell pavilion sound familiar? It’s the Liberty Bell March by John Philip
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