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Dedication
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This book is dedicated to Beverley (Peake) Wahl, my wife who so deeply enriched our family by giving us three wonderful children; who always was ready to move with me to new areas; who was supportive with each new challenge; and whose smile and charm and total lack of conceit created so much joy for all who knew her. A writer and author herself, Beverley has experienced a sharp decrease in her mental and physical abilities over the past three years. She is afflicted with vascular dementia and can no longer look after herself. She no longer can walk or talk, dress herself, or care for herself in any way. This care now falls to me. I am privileged and happy that with the help of some wonderful people I am able to give her the care and support she so richly deserves. We now have the opportunity of looking after a beautiful person who has been my companion and served me so wonderfully well for over half a century. To her I dedicate this book.
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INTRODUCTION

This book comes in two sections. The first section focuses on the early history of the Clark’s Crossing area, the original settlers, the formation of the Saskatchewan School District and the challenges many of early pioneers faced. The second part of the book focuses on the Mennonite community that was established a little later. It includes the struggle they faced with government strictures as well as stories and anecdotes of these families and some genealogical background as well as their role in the story of the Saskatchewan School No. 99.

The suggestion was made that this could really be two books. However I felt that the role of the Old Colony Mennonites was vital to the story and therefore have included both sections in this book.

Much interest, time, and money have been devoted to learning the history of some of the early pioneers and settlers of Saskatchewan at Clark’s Crossing, but little has been written about the education, learning, and culture that these early settlers provided for their children.

This book tells the story of how the early pioneer families saw the need for and built a little one-room schoolhouse on the wind-swept, buffalo-grazing prairies of the Northwest Territories. A

schoolhouse was built just a little over a mile (1.6 kilometres) north of the ferry crossing over the South Saskatchewan River known as Clark’s Crossing. Clark’s Crossing is located about 5 or 6 miles (8 to 10 kilometres) east of Warman, Saskatchewan and about 20 miles (32 kilometres) northeast of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. It was named after John Clark, one of the earliest pioneers who built the first ferry to cross the South Saskatchewan River. It was here where John Lake first decided to settle and build his community for the Temperance Society. Later, he decided to move to a more central point of the land they had been granted, somewhat further south to what is now Nutana, a part of Saskatoon. However, most of the early pioneers and settlers opted to stay in the area on their homesteads. Thus the early need for a school for their children.

SECTION ONE:

EDUCATION AND OTHER CHALLENGES FOR
THE PIONEERS ON THE SOUTH
Saskatchewan River
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Chapter 1:

Clark’s crossing

A lot of work and research has been done in the area of Clark’s Crossing, complete with an archaeological inventory.​[1] In my opinion, it is regrettable that so much research failed to take into consideration the establishment of the first school for the children of the early pioneers and settlers in the area. That was the Saskatchewan School No. 99.

When the Meewasin Valley authority of Saskatoon asked Stantec Consulting Ltd. to conduct an archaeological inventory of Clark’s Crossing in 2002, they set out very specific goals for the project. Researchers were to create a record of the area’s existing archaeologi­cal resources, assess the said resources in terms of their historical and archaeological significance, and generate recommendations for future research and interpretive programs. Several general recommendations arose from this project. They were:

	Steps should be taken, wherever possible, to protect and conserve the resources of Clark’s Crossing, the recording of all of the sites found in this study being an important first step in this endeavor;

	Study and research into the archaeology and history of Clarks Crossing continue to further develop our understanding of Clark’s Crossing history; and

	Where possible, interpretive and educational programs should be instigated that will create public awareness and interest in this signifi­cant Saskatchewan site.

	Further recommendations were that research be done for specific groups of settlers like the Caswells and others.


The recommendations did not include doing some research on the Saskatchewan School No. 99 started by the early pioneers, and I regret the omission.
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Figure 1.2 Original area of Saskatchewan School District No. 99

Clark’s Crossing was not only where the first ferry crossed the Saskatchewan River, it is also where a community called Clarkboro sprang up. This was where the early settlers established themselves and built their homes and farms.

The original Clarkboro ferry, built by John Clark, was destroyed during the Riel Rebellion. For some time the ferry operated further south of where the present ferry is located. Later another ferry came into operation known as the ‘Osler Ferry” that was further north. The present ferry, directly east of Warman, Saskatchewan has had

several predecessors.

Clark’s Crossing is a historic river crossing. Naturally it was named after one of the first pioneers, John Clark. There are several other places referred to as Clark’s Crossing in Saskatchewan, but many of these references are related to more modern sites. This has created some confusion and sometimes authors writing articles and/or books do not make clear as to which Clark’s Crossing is meant. However, when I refer to Clark’s Crossing it is where the ferry is located today about 5 or 6 miles (8 to 10 kilometres) east of Warman, Saskatchewan, unless clearly pointed out that it refers to some other location that can be found on the map. Dr. Don Irvine proved conclusively that the orig­inal Clark’s Crossing was east of Warman on the South Saskatchewan River. He reached this conclusion after much research and based it on many sources.​[2]

For Archeologists, the site of Clark’s Crossing, Saskatchewan has many types of resources from pre-contact sites to historic settlement period sites to historic trails and includes a train station and village from the twentieth century.​[3] It was occupied for a short and specific time (approximately ten years) by only two individuals (John Fowler and Maggie Clark), who homesteaded on part of the east half, section 35, township 38, range 4, west of the 3rd meridian.​[4] That would be just about where the river runs. The book, Mennonite Homesteaders on the Hague-Osler Reserve,3 has John F. Clarke’s homestead one quarter over on NW, Sec 35, Tp 38, R 4, W of 3rd.

The site of Clark’s Crossing has real historically significant value. It might have been the site of present day Saskatoon. It was the

location of a major ferry crossing over the South Saskatchewan and contained the small town of Clarkboro that was located just southeast of the ferry’s eastern terminal. The community also contained the first post office, an important and significant telegraph office, a general store, a railroad siding, and a water tower for steam locomotives. In addition, the site has historical significance because of its involvement in the Riel Resistance of 1885, but its archaeological history speaks of homesteaders, rather than of a military encampment. Last but not least, early Clark’s Crossing pioneers also established one of the earli­est schools in the Northwest Territories named Saskatchewan School No. 99.
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Figure 1.3 Google Earth photo of area focused on in this book.
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MY SCHOOL

- Saskatchewan School no. 99

This was my school. This is where I grew up and received my basic education. This is where I made many friends, and although many have passed on, others remain friends to this day. This school, appropriately named “Saskatchewan Protestant Public School District No. 99 of the North-West Territories,” was established in 1887 for the benefit of the children of early pioneers like the Clarks and the Caswells - a large family that came from Ontario and homesteaded in the area. They played a key role in the school, in the area, and in Saskatoon. The Grants also homesteaded in the area, and somewhat later, the Baragers, who probably played the largest role in the early history of the Saskatchewan School. Later the school also provided a basic edu­cation to the children of very recalcitrant and reluctant Old Colony Mennonite families. Last, but hopefully not least, it played a huge role in the life of the author and his parents.

I am thankful for one of the last teachers, Mrs. Kay Andres and her pupils for a short unpublished, handwritten booklet about the
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history of the Saskatchewan School District No. 99.1 have given credit where due to the information the booklet provided.

I was also delighted to be given the Minutes of the Saskatchewan School to peruse. It was in the possession of Leonard Doell, who had received it from John D. Reddekopp. John Reddekopp was an Aeltester (Bishop) of the Bergthaler Mennonite Church and one of the later Secretaries of the Saskatchewan School No. 99. An Aeltester might be considered as similar to a bishop in other church denominations. He and his brother, Bill Reddekopp, purchased our farm, and John more or less took over Dad’s secretarial duties at the school where my dad left off. This Minute Book was started on September 7, 1937, when I was only 3 years old. My dad was already a Trustee in 1934,​[5] the year I was born. They were still living in the village of Kronsthal, on the old Peter Wall homestead he had inherited. His dad, Peter Wall, had died in 1932. (I need to point out here that it was my dad and his brothers that decided to change the name from Wall to Wahl. Since many of the Walls had similar first names, mail was constantly getting mixed up. This led to the decision to change the spelling of their surname to the later regret of my father and I.) At what point Dad became Secretary Treasurer is not clear to me at this point, but I know this book was in our family all the years of my growing up. I often wondered what was in that book that Dad protected so carefully. Dad continued to serve until he and Mom moved and started a new business near Saskatoon in 1955. Practically every page reports him at the meetings. I have included parts of the Minute Book since it portrays the issues and challenges that small public schools were forced to face in the thirties, forties, and fifties.

Of course, I don’t start with the later families. That will come later. We are thankful for the early pioneers and settlers who homesteaded in the area and decided a school was essential for their growing fami­lies long before Saskatoon was a city or even before the province had been named. At that time it was still part of the Northwest Territories.

I agree with Emerson’s contention that “there is no history, only biography” and, therefore I have included some items out of my autobiography Contending With Horses published by Outskirts Press in 2009 - especially those matters dealing with life on the farm and my early school years. I also include some history, stories, and anec­dotes of later families that sent their children to the school and from the generation of children with whom I grew up. Many families have interesting stories to tell of what it was like to grow up in the early part of the 20th century, and you will have the opportunity to read some of those stories.

[image: ]

Figure 2.1 Saskatchewan School No. 99, ca 1945
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Figure 2.2 Author speaking at the Saskatchewan School reunion in Warman, SK, 1983
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THE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY

When John A. Macdonald offered large blocks of land to colonization companies, many in the Toronto Methodist community saw a means of getting away from the evils of the liquor traffic. They consequently formed the Temperance Colonization Society in 1881 and signed up thousands of would-be colonists. This led John Lake, representative of the colony, in 1882 to look for a colony site on the banks of the South Saskatchewan River. The grant they received covered about 313,000 acres (126,666 hectares) in an area starting at Clark’s Crossing at the extreme northern end and south to what is now Saskatoon and on to the Moose Woods Reserve.

John Lake writes:


We had our own troubles every day, for we were all “tender footers”, and it took us till the 28th of the month to reach Clark’s Crossing. We did not travel on Sunday and gener­ally had some sort of religious service at eleven. July 30th was Sunday. A beautiful day and very warm, 80 degrees in

the shade at 11 a.m. But we had preaching in John F. Clark’s house. Persons present: John F. Clark, who had come to the “Crossing” in 1880 from Guelph, G.W. Grant, who led the singing, S.W. Hi’l, Jas. F. Eby, John Clark, Toronto, father of Mr. Frank Clark, known to most of you, Peter Latham, F.L. Blake, Surveyor, Harry Goodwin, Mr. Tait, the French cook and the half-breed helper.


Hymns sung were “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name” and “Shall We Gather at the River.” The lesson was 11th chapter of Johns Gospel-the text being 25th and 26th verses. The theme was the pos­sibility of a new life where only death seemed to reign and incidentally the possibility of a glorious resurrection from this country, especially if our faith and hope were in God.

The words attributed to John Lake, “Arise, Saskatoon, Queen of the North”, could have applied to the site now known as Clark’s Crossing. The site located about 6 miles (9.7 kilometres) east of Warman, Saskatchewan was the original choice of the group sent out to find a site for a Temperance Colony headed by John L. Lake. He reports in his diary: “Clark’s Crossing was reached on July 28”.​[6] That was in 1882, only 5 years before the Saskatchewan School District No. 99 was established in 1887 just over a mile (1.6 kilometres) north of Clark’s Crossing. It was the early pioneers that saw the need for a school for their children. The school building itself was not built until 1906, several years after my great grandfather co-founded the village of Kronsthal located 2 miles (3.2 kilometres) north.

Lake goes on to say: “The early explorers considered the cross­ing (Clark’s Crossing) as a location for a city until the surveyor, F. Blake reported that it was on the northern edge of the Temperance
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Colonization Society’s tract”.​[7] Also, Lake was advised by Chief Whitecap of the Sioux tribe that there was a better site a few miles (kilometres) south. As a result, a site was chosen further up the river in an area now known as Nutana, a part of Saskatoon on the east bank of the river. But by this time several pioneers had homesteaded in the Clark’s Crossing area and remained there.

Further developments occurred when the railway came to the west side of the river in 1890. That meant that new growth focused in this area, which became known as Saskatoon. A third area known as Riverdale (later Riversdale) also sprang up nearby. In 1906, the three towns converged to establish the city of Saskatoon. This was almost 20 years after the founding of the Saskatchewan School No 99 and only about 8 years before my forefathers arrived on the scene. The name “Saskatoon” was possibly derived from the Cree word Mis- Sask-qhah-toomina for the Saskatoon berry that grew abundantly on the riverbanks.
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Figure 3.1 Clark’s Crossing today


	


THE LAND OF THE LIVING SKY

Someone named Saskatchewan “The Land of the Living Sky”. I assume this slogan was meant to speak of our beautifhl sky and of our relation­ship with the sky for its striking beauty that varies with the time of the day or the time of year. It speaks also of the incredibly beautiful and glowing sunsets. To us, born on the prairies, it also reminds us of the dancing northern lights, the world famous Aurora Borealis. Although I have observed these northern lights in different countries of Europe, there is nothing to compare with this cavorting kaleidoscope of colours we see on the Saskatchewan Prairie.

Much of Saskatchewan is flat prairie landscape, particularly the southern half of the province. It gives the impression of openness and solitude, and anyone growing up on the prairies knows the mark it leaves on the human psyche.

At first the region was mostly populated by the Sioux and Blackfoot nomads until the Métis came up from the Red River of Manitoba, and then the European colonists, and finally the Old Colony Mennonites, particularly in the area of the Saskatchewan

School District.

Real settlement came with the railroads. They made access pos­sible, although not easy. To encourage settlement, free land was offered. Any man could register a claim on a quarter section by paying a $10.00 fee and agreeing to spend and work at least six months of each year for three years on the property. They had to report what progress they had made.

But it is from the oldest child of one of Clarks Crossing’s earli­est settlers, James Caswell, that we get the best possible description of the land. At the age of 14, Maryanne Caswell wrote a series of diary letters to her grandmother detailing their lives in the new West. Her grandmother kept the letters and in later life returned them to the granddaughter. The letters were published in the book Pioneer Girl.​[8]

In a preface to the book, Grace Lane writes:


Maryanne was a remarkable girl, sensitive, intelligent, with a keenly observant eye, spontaneous and full of laughter. She had a genuine writer’s flair. In a way that I believe to be unequalled in pioneer records, she caught the sights and sounds, the comedy and the frustrations of that month-long trek. Then with a vigour and a terseness that makes the family joys more exhilarating and their sorrows more poignant, she also recorded their first months on the homestead.


I could not agree more with the observations she makes and the interpretation of events that played out in her life. Maryanne had a truly remarkable insight far above that of an average young person of 14. Those of us who grew up in the prairies know something of the extremes of weather she experienced. On the trek to their chosen des­tination, Maryanne tells of some lambs that got very warm with their
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thick sheep’s wool so one day her dad sheared the sheep. They almost died later that night when it turned bitterly cold with six inches (15 centimetres) of snow on the ground. Her dad had to wrap them in his buffalo coat and take them into their tent.​[9]

She describes her first site of the Saskatchewan River:


The wonderful and mighty Saskatchewan, a beautiful, glis­tening sight with the bare rising plain beyond. I shall not forget it. Far below the shining waters were overcast, deep­ening to crimson with the gorgeous colouring of the sunset - light clouds flecked with king’s yellow, changing to mauve and royal purple.​[10]


Later she describes a scene from her home just above the Saskatchewan River at Clark’s Crossing:


The sky was memorably beautiful in its orange, crimson, purple and mauve tints of vivid colourings as superb and warlike as the battlefield of Honenlin, blending, fading, reflecting to the water of the beautiful, swift Saskatchewan resplendent in the unappreciated silence.12


What a beautiful description that is and supposedly she was only 14 years of age at the time she wrote this. It is possible, and personally, I think likely that she wrote these lines later in life based on diaries she kept.

Her first glimpse of Saskatoon she described this way:

What disillusioned, dejected girls we were, and so


disappointed after this long trip to see only a city of 14 (homes & buildings), all kinds of stone, roughcast, plastered, frame, log houses, and sod, tin and tar-paper roofs. We did not care to get off our wagon...​[11]


Later she describes the scene from their home again:


The weather is so hot that the heat in the distance dances like wild Indians riding to battle. The prairie is transformed into an enchanted land inhabited by elves and fairies. If you listen carefully to the whispering of the wind in the grass, the buzzing of the insects about the countless bright, lined flowers, changed by a miracle every few days to another colour and variety, you are in another world.


That description brings back vivid memories of my youth growing up in the same area. Again speaking of the northern lights she writes:


We have never seen anything like the fascinating Aurora Borealis or northern lights. The whole heaven at times is lit up with these uncanny lights, dancing in and out, whimsi­cally up and down, in variegated sheets of colours of the rainbow. Once this fall they were as if the heaven were an umbrella splotched with red ink from the centre running in rivulets to the horizon, caught up and away again as if in measured time of notes. There’s beauty here, Grandma.14


Anyone who has observed these northern lights will certainly agree. My brother and I used to watch in awe as we witnessed the incredible dance of the northern lights. It was almost frightening in its intensity. Many times we questioned whether it meant the end of the world.
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Then just before they reached Clark’s Crossing, she writes:


How good home will be to us! Miles and miles (kilometres and kilometres), days and days of land, thousands and thou­sands of 160-acre (64-hectare) homesteads and pre-emption land. About four o’clock we see a man away in the distance, nothing else except for birds, frogs and gophers something like squirrels but not so pretty. When we came up we found the man was our dear Uncle Rob (Caswell) who had sighted us and come across a mile (kilometre) or more to give us welcome.​[12]


She goes on to tell about her Uncle John (Caswell) who lived nearby; how he lived by the side of the trail and had a fenced garden that enclosed trees and fruit shrubs with a front gate. She anticipated arriving at their own home and reflected on the fact that Robert (Bob) Caswell was living just across the ravine from John Caswell.16

The reader is urged to remember that the described area is very near the Saskatchewan School and on the land on which the author worked. Maryanne also writes of having to cross the river to the Clark’s Crossing Post Office run by John and Maggie Clark. At the time, the ferry was not available. It had been swept away in the spring runoff. She may have used the railroad bridge. We did so many times as boys and were always afraid of a train coming, which did occur on several occasions. There were small platforms available at several locations on the bridge for which we had to make a dash when a train was spotted. However, the platforms were small and the trains were huge and shook the entire bridge, frightening the daylights out of anyone caught that way. She says the stage brought the mail to Batoche from Qu’Appelle on the way to Prince Albert. From there, it was carried by buckboard

and pony to Clark’s Crossing every second Tuesday.

	


MARKETING THE WEST

Marketing, promotion, and advertisements (targeted primarily at Anglo-Canadians, Americans, and Europeans) were also a large part of efforts to bring people into western Canada during the late nineteenth and early parts of the twentieth centuries. During the “Expansionist Period” from approximately 1856, interested parties worked hard to extol the benefits of the North West (as it was called prior to 1905) to potential settlers. These expansionists saw the North West as a “Promised Land” and took to convincing the rest of Canada and the world of the value of its lands and climate. It was only after Confederation in 1867 (and the Red River Rebellion of 1870) that there was any real effort made to populate the west with suitable set­tlers. Expansion into the North West became connected with nation­alism during the late 1860s, when the very definition of the young Dominion of Canada and its hopes for the future were increasingly thought to be inseparable from the opening of the west.

For people living in the dark, narrow alleys and backstreets of European cities, the idea of owning 160 acres (64 hectares) of land in a

new country for $10.00 was an incredible dream. It seemed absolutely too good to be true. Glowing accounts via newspapers and visiting speakers were exciting. It seemed the opportunities in Canada were endless. Friends, who had friends who had made the move to Canada, reported they were all doing well and thriving. More and more Europeans decided to take the plunge and set sail for a new country to seek their fortune.

Many of the early pioneers in the Clark’s Crossing area also came from Ontario. Later, many of these early pioneers were replaced by Mennonites.These Mennonites originally moved from the Netherlands to Prussia, then moved to Russia (now Ukraine), then to Manitoba, and at the turn of the century, moved to the Northwest Territories later known as Saskatchewan. Some of these Mennonites would later move on to Mexico, Brazil, Belize, and other South American countries.

However, much of the advertising and promotion failed to inform or emphasize some of the extreme changes in the weather that the Prairies can bring on very short notice. Nor did they mention the difficulties and challenges the pioneers would face.

The climate can be quite extreme. It crashes through seasons with fury. It includes terrific winds that bring rain and hail with thunder­storms; extremely cold weather with blizzards that produce deep banks of snow; droughts and floods and even tornadoes. Saskatchewan is a constant changing scene of nature. Sometimes the weather is threaten­ing and intolerant and other times benign and friendly. At one time, this harsh landscape discouraged people from seeking out the West as a place to live and raise a family. However once the early pioneers and settlers showed that it could be done, more and more were enticed to come and “give it a go”.

My dad’s aunt, Mrs. Anna Giesbrecht, recounts some of the hardships of the early years. They lived on the old Caswell farm. In
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particular, she says, the winters were tough. She tells of a winter trip they took from Warman to the village of Blumenheim, a distance of about 10 or 11 miles (16 to 18 kilometres). They were travelling in a cutter pulled by two horses and were overcome by a terrible blizzard. She had to hold the reins while her husband lay flat on his stomach in the cutter doorway feeling for the road. After some hours, they came to the village of Kronsthal, where Mr. Giesbrecht’s sister, Elisabeth (Giesbrecht) Wall lived. That was my grandmother. She put them up for the night. The next day they continued the remaining two or three miles (three to five kilometres) to Blumenheim.
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Figure 5.1 JohnandHelen Wahl, taken by Bob Wahl on the farmin 1949

Flu epidemics were common. In 1907, an unusual flu epidemic broke out, and whole families were often in bed seriously ill and unable to do simple chores. Many deaths occurred. Practically no family was left untouched. Sometimes total strangers took care of the funerals as none of the immediate family could attend due to illness. Often neigh­bours who were well nursed the sick and took care of the chores and cooking for them.

Other great dangers were the regular prairie fires. A pioneer,

John Langley, tells how in October 1893 following a very dry summer, a spark from a passing train started a fire that was fanned by a heavy wind. It rushed across the prairie with incredible speed. It only stopped when it ran into some freshly plowed land and ran out of fuel.

In the early days, there were many sod houses or what was termed “black brick” houses. To create a sod house, the prairie had to be ploughed about 3 inches (8 centimetres) deep and then the sod was cut into equal lengths with a spade. They were then piled up like bricks about 3 feet (0.9 metres) thick with openings left for doors and windows. The roof was made of sod as well. Inside sheets of building paper covered the sod to keep the dust down.

These homes were reasonably warm and dry in winter and fairly cool in the summer. The main outlay of cash for these homes was for the actual doors and windows. They were built as temporary dwellings until the pioneer could afford to build a wooden house, but in many cases this took much longer than originally estimated. Many of these homes are still standing today.

Others built log homes. These were built with logs from local trees and the cracks were filled with mud. Some of these homes had wooden floors, but many had only earthen floors. I still recall visiting my uncle and aunt when my uncle simple threw the dregs of his coffee behind him unto the floor. I was shocked. Heat was supplied by wood that had to be hauled in, cut into one-foot (30 centimetre) blocks and then chopped. This had to be done before winter set in. Light was sup­plied by lanterns with wicks that drew on kerosene in its container.
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Figure 5 Author in a log home


	


HISTORY, GEOGRAPHIC
DESCRIPTION, AND SIGNIFICANCE
OF THE SOUTH
Saskatchewan River
The area around the Saskatchewan School District No. 99 originally was within the Northwest Territories. The area was acquired by the Canadian Government in 1870. That was only 17 years before the Saskatchewan School was established. The police sent to maintain law and order were known as the North West Mountain Police.

The late nineteenth century was an important time in the history of Canada and the prairie west, especially since it marks the begin­ning of major settlement of Anglo-Canadians (English-speaking Canadians, usually of western European backgrounds) and other European descendant populations, particularly the Mennonites, in this area.

The South Saskatchewan River flows from the southwest through a changing prairie landscape until it joins with the North Saskatchewan River near Prince Albert. The river has played an

important role in the history of the province. For thousands of years, it was used as a mode of transportation by First Nation Peoples, and during the fhr trade, canoes and boats were used to transport supplies and hides to trading posts established along the river.

Riverboats became the “highways” of Saskatchewan and were a major means of transportation in the 19th Century. The Northcote came first, built in 1874, and was probably the most famous since she played a role in the battle of Batoche, during the Riel Rebellion. The Northcote was quite large - 200 feet (61 metres) long with a beam of 33 feet (10 metres). She had a 120-foot-long (37-metre-long) cabin deck with eight berths, and her salon included a $5000 grand piano. She had a crew of over 20 officers and deckhands.​[13] A most notorious traveller was Louis Riel, who was transferred to Saskatoon on May 19,1885 on this same steamer after he was captured. He would have travelled right by the future site of the Saskatchewan School.​[14] The Northcote was even used as a gunboat in the battle of Batoche, but was disabled in its first day of combat when Métis forces critically damaged the smokestacks and wheelhouse by lowering a ferry cable across the river.

The largest riverboat to ply the Saskatchewan River waters was the Marquis (built for the Hudsons Bay Company in 1882), with a length of 207 feet (67 metres).​[15] She plied the river during those years to Lake Winnipeg and then to Winnipeg itself. Even John A. MacDonald used the steamer to travel up and down the river. Her military career included transportation of wounded militia from the battlefield at Batoche to a field hospital either at Clark’s Crossing or Saskatoon.

Probably the most successfhl was the North West known as

the “Greyhound of the Saskatchewan”. Her draft was a few inches (approximately 5 centimetres) less shallow than her competitors and these inches (centimetres) became significant in the shallow waters filled with rocks and sandbars. Other companies followed the Hudson Bay Company (HBC) lead and used steamboats on both the North and South Saskatchewan Rivers. However, the development of rail transport and the continuing problems of shifting sandbars and shallow waters would limit the lifespan of steamboat transport in Saskatchewan. The HBC ended its use of steamboats in 1896. Ten years earlier, the Northcote had been beached at Cumberland House; it never sailed again but disintegrated over the years. Today, the remnants of its boilers serve as a historic site in the community. The last steam­boat service to Saskatoon was in 1908, when the City of Medicine Hat hit a traffic bridge and capsized. Recently parts of that steamboat were uncovered with the construction of a new bridge in the area.​[16]

During the Riel Rebellion of 1885, the wounded were brought from Batoche to Saskatoon passing by Clark’s Crossing. The wounded could only be shipped to Elbow on water. After that, they had to be transported overland from Elbow to Moose Jay, where they were placed on trains to the East. For this reason, a barge was remodelled at Clark’s Crossing and brought to Saskatoon by the steamer Alberta for the purpose of transporting wounded soldiers. This barge was named the Sir John A. Macdonald and with a maximum of 18 persons on board was towed by the steamer down the Saskatchewan River to Lake Winnipeg and on to the town of Winnipeg itself.​[17]

While building the railroad bridge over the Saskatchewan River, nearby Clarkboro at Clark's Crossing was home to the CNR section

crew. The village already had a post office, a general store, a railroad siding, a water tower for the steam locomotives, and two grain eleva­tors. In my youth, I recall watching from my home many trains travel­ling along the distant ridge and stopping to replenish the water tanks on the locomotives. In my mind, I can still hear the haunting train whistles that echoed across the cold prairie nights when sound trav­elled especially well.
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Figure 6: CnR Bridge at Clarkboro
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PIONEERS AT CLARK S CROSSING

It is not possible to list all the early pioneers that applied for a home­stead patent, so I will limit my remarks to the role played by some of the key people who were significantly involved in the community of Clark’s Crossing and of the Saskatchewan School District.

John Nielson Lake

If we consider a pioneer to be defined as one coming in by trail before the Railway in 1890, we could start with John Lake. The story of how he and many other settlers with the Temperance Colonization Society came to the area in 1882 is told in Chapter 3.

James Parker Lake

James Lake, another Clark’s Crossing pioneer, is easy to confuse with John Lake: James was the brother of John Lake, who was the leader of the Temperance Society. James arrived at Clark’s Crossing in 1883.

James homesteaded on the east side of the river on NE % S26-T38- R4-W3. His first building was a log house in 1883, and later the fol­lowing year, he built a stone house. He received his patent in 1887. During the rebellion the Lakes left their home, and the Clarks looked after their property. It was later used as a storehouse and field hospital during the Riel Rebellion.​[18]

John Fowler Clark

Clark’s Crossing is often mentioned in correspondence of settlers from the Saskatoon area in the late 1800s. It was named for John Fowler Clark, a surveyor from Ontario who settled on the east side of the South Saskatchewan River in 1880. It seems he liked the area so well when travelling with the surveying team that he decided to make the area his home. He may well be considered the first homesteader in the area. The area was mostly inhabited by First Nations people who could be either hostile or friendly. This John Fowler Clark should not be con­fused with another John Clark, who was a member of the Temperance Colony and the father of Charles and Frank.

JOHN FOWLER CLARK S PROPERTY

At first John Clark was considered a squatter since the land had not yet been surveyed. That was done in 1883. He actually applied for a home­stead for a total of three times: in 1883, 1887, and again in 1890. He wrote many letters to the government seeking assurance that he would get the land once it had been surveyed. The government responded that he could only have it if it was an even-numbered section, and if it was not already promised to the Hudsons Bay Company. He was

told he would need to deal with the Temperance Colonization Society. In a letter dated November 27, 1882, James F. Clark, on behalf of his brother, stated that John F. Clark had improved the land adjacent to the ferry, had opened a trail from the Humboldt Trail to the Telegraph Crossing on the South Saskatchewan and also to Duck Lake and to the Battleford Trail, and had erected a house. His application was for a homestead patent for NW % and a pre-emption for the SW % of S36- T38-R4-W3. However, due to the fact he was actually living on Sec 35 when he made the application confusion reigned. The law required that he live on the section he wished to homestead. As a result he was turned down twice. Odd numbered sections in the area belonged to the Temperance Colonization Society, so he was directed to deal with them, which it appears he did. Finally after 13 years, he was issued a special patent for the NW %-S36-T38-R4-W3.​[19]

John Clark seems to have been quite prolific. In addition to his work with the surveying team and then his farming operation, there were several other accomplishments he could take credit for on both sides of the river.

The Clarkboro Ferry (1881)

John F. Clark applied for and received a charter from the government to put a ferry across the South Saskatchewan River in 1881. It was built just 600 feet (183 metres) south of the Dominion Telegraph line that crossed the same river and had been built 2 years prior to this in 1879.

He was also able to acquire the land adjacent to the ferry to allow him to farm and erect some buildings. He had to purchase the lumber for the ferry and arrange to have it shipped from Prince Albert. To

his consternation, he lost the ferry due to a heavy ice flow the follow­ing spring of 1882.​[20] That may well have discouraged him from further attempts to build a ferry since we have no record of him doing so. There did not seem to be an operational ferry when General Middleton came with his troops to seize the ferry on April 16, 1885. The ferry was half sunk, and the cable had been removed by Clark. General Middleton did arrange for the use of a scow to make the crossing possible for his troops. It was quite a feat to have it up and running in two days’ time. The size of the scow was 24 feet long by 12 feet wide (7.3 metres long by 3.7 metres wide) according to one of the soldiers who was a stretcher bearer. He also describes in some detail how the operation worked not unlike what it is today. The ferry was in operation for some time, but when Maryanne Caswell visited the Clarks in 1887 she reported that there was no ferry in operation at that time. It seems ice had swept it away.

Telegraph Station (1884)

Some reports would indicate that Clark also helped with the estab­lishment of the telegraph station. The station was established on the west side while Clark lived on the east side of the river. The telegraph line was built in 1879 Clark settled there in 1880, and the station was built in Clark’s Crossing in 1884,​[21] so it is possible he helped with the construction of the station. We know he did repair telegraph lines at times later on.

The government agent appointed was another well-known pioneer - Richard J. Molloy. He homesteaded S 1/2 28-38-4-W3 about two miles (3.2 kilometres) from the station. He was relieved of
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his duties in 1889 for some unknown cause.


The value of the telegraph station was high. It changed the way newspapers handled news. Prior to the telegraph, most news was outdated by the time it reached readers. Much like with the Internet today, people wanted today’s news. This was the time when the Riel Rebellion was taking place, and people were very interested in getting the latest news as fast as possible. The telegraph made that possible. Riel had returned to what was then the Northwest Territories (now Saskatchewan) from Manitoba to represent the Métis’ grievances to the Canadian government. The atmosphere was highly charged and skirmishes were fought at Duck Lake and Fish Creek with a final battle at the siege of Batoche about 30 miles (48 kilometres) down the river from Clark’s Crossing. It was at this Crossing that Major- General Frederick Middleton based his troops during the Riel upris­ing of 1885. Riel was later arrested, tried, and executed. The Telegraph Office became very useful for communication with the whole world and especially for reports back and forth with the military eastern command and the government.

Winebinder and Irving in their research of Clark’s Crossing also point out that according to Pattison (1967:24), the first telephone line in Saskatchewan also took place between Clark’s Crossing and Saskatoon in 1886. This has not been substantiated.


Saskatchewan Post Office (1884)


Clark also established the Saskatchewan Post Office located at Saskatchewan, Saskatchewan Territory. Not a misprint. It was oper­ated out of his house and called the “Saskatchewan Post Office”. He opened it in 1884.26 By the time the Saskatchewan School was estab-


lished a few years later in 1887, mail was brought from Batoche to Clark’s Crossing every second Tuesday. A good friend of mine, John Giesbrecht, still recalls walking from the Saskatchewan School to Clarkboro every second week to pick up their mail.

In addition we know the following information about Clark:

	In 1885, he left Clark’s Crossing to serve as Justice of the Peace in Prince Albert.

	In 1886, he returned to Clark’s Crossing to serve as Postmaster until his death in 1934.

	There is no evidence, but it is probable he helped the other pioneers establish the Saskatchewan School No. 99 on the west side of the river in 1887.


Clark’s Crossing largely became known as Clarkboro after the construction of the Canadian Northern Railway bridge across the river nearby in 1905.​[22]

The exact physical location of the Clarks’ house and farmstead on the east side of the river and north of the present-day ferry (other- wise known here as Clark’s Crossing) can be largely attributed to Dr. D.G. Irvine. The mystery of the exact location of the place mentioned in reports of the Riel Resistance of 1885 caught his attention, and he began collecting any and all historical materials that made mention of the name ‘Clark’s Crossing”.​[23] He determined that this location was different from references to other places, including a ‘Clark’s Crossing” that appeared on maps 11 miles (18 kilometres) west of the South

Saskatchewan River and south of Warman. The location of the Clark’s Crossing referred to in historical sources as part of the Riel Resistance of 1885 and the location of John Fowler Clark’s family home was northeast of present day Saskatoon along the banks of the South Saskatchewan River and directly east of the city of Warman.

In the January 1934 issue of the Canadian Postmaster,​[24] reference is made to the Golden Wedding celebration of Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Clark of Clarkboro, Saskatchewan. The article goes on to congratulate the couple on their golden wedding anniversary on February 27 of that year. Part of the article follows:


We are pleased to know that although Mr. Clark has been ill recently, he is now on the road to health once more. Mr. Clark is 79 years of age and his wife is 73 and Mr. Clark still retains the appointment of the Postmaster of Clarkboro, ably assisted by his good wife.


The article then goes on to quote Mrs. Clark’s “story”. According to Mrs. Clark, her husband took a fancy to the Clark’s Crossing area, but in the winter, the loneliness” and “stillness” of the country would really get to him, and he would sometimes shoot through the door to break the silence. So after having spent the winter alone, he went back to Huron County, Ontario and found a young lady, Maggie Ashton, who was willing to share the harshness and loneliness of the prairie winters with him. They returned to Clark’s Crossing in 1884 and opened the first Post Office in the area just one day before the opening of the Saskatoon Post Office.

The Clarks were living at Clark’s Crossing when the Riel Rebellion broke out. When John had to be away repairing the tele­graph wires that had been cut near Vonda, Mrs. Clark stayed with

the Molloys who were living on the west bank of the Saskatchewan River. The Molloys had four little boys and as a precaution had buried much of their provisions and supplies in their garden. Mrs. Clark slept upstairs with her dog and the four boys. They lived in great fear and trepidation at that time since Riel had threatened to kill them all, and the rebels usually came just before dawn. It was a fearful time causing Mr. Clark, a deeply spiritual man, to spend much time in prayer.

Mrs. Clark also describes in some detail the presence of General Middletons troops. He arrived from Vonda in a forced overnight march with two hundred men, ate breakfast and supper with the Clarks, and then slept under the kitchen table that night. Soon wounded men were brought back on the Northcote and given first aid under the Clarks’ trees. She describes her own visit to the Fish Creek battle area: “Dead horses everywhere ... the women of the warriors (she calls them half breeds) were making over the soldier’s bullets for the use of their own men.” She describes how one big brave “Indian” went and stood right out of the pit dancing the war dance until the soldiers riddled him with bullets. “He was buried up on the hill in a shallow grave. The sol­diers took his toenails and fingernails and hair home for relics, back to Ontario. Some of his war dress too. We saw some of the hair of his head sticking up through the loose earth. It was sickening.”

She even describes the stone house built by James Parker Lake, brother of John Nielson Lake who named Saskatoon. At this time it was being used for a storehouse for supplies for the troops, but later it was used as a hospital. It was packed with the wounded and sur­rounding the house were many more wounded who were waiting to be transferred by stretchers in wagons to Saskatoon for further treatment.

She also recalled her husband’s experience shortly after his arrival in the area in the fall of 1881, when a man staggered into his bachelor home. John’s brother, A.W. Clark, was staying with him at the time.
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The man was almost frozen. His horses had run away, and he had lost them. In terrible cold he had followed the telegraph line struggling in snow from one pole to another, expecting to die before he would see the next pole, surviving on rose buds and a few birds he managed to catch. This went on day after day for six days and nights until he finally came to Clark’s home. John and his brother took him in and rubbed his whole body with snow to get out the frost. They got a pot of flax to boil and, after giving him something to eat, sewed the ends of his sleeves and pants and filled them with the cooled flax poultice to go over his frozen parts. Before going to bed, the man asked John to look after his valuables - a gold watch and one thousand dollars. Upon recovering and preparing to leave, he asked for his watch and money back. He handed John Clark a five-dollar gold piece for his services.​[25] Clark died on June 21, 1934. His wife Maggie (Ashton) Clark had been very active participating in concerts held for the troops, assembled in the area to deal with the Riel Rebellion, singing solos and duets with Mrs. John Caswell. She lived another 5 years after the death of her husband.31 The Clarks did not have children.

I am always reminded of a personal experience when I hear about the com­munity of Clarkboro. In my youth while working in Saskatoon, I met another young man who was from the community of Clarkboro. I had grown up on the other side of the river, but we had a lot in common. We worked at different jobs during the day but in the evenings we got together for supper or a coffee and roamed the streets of Saskatoon. We shared our experiences growing up, stories of our families, relationships, our fights with our parents (we’d both been told not to bother to come back after we decided to leave), details of girl­friends we’d had, and other stories both funny and serious that are normally only shared with very close friends. We eventually drifted apart, and I did not hear from him for many years. Years later when I was the general manager of a Canadian company operating out of Frankfurt, Germany, I was informed by my secretary that someone had requested a meeting with me. I was informed that he was a Canadian tourist visiting Germany and had been informed that there was a Canadian business operating near the Hauptbahnhof in Frankfurt, Germany. He had a few hours to kill, so he decided to pay a visit. He asked to see the general manager. I really didn’t have much time, but told my secretary I would give him 15 minutes. He introduced himself, but his name did not ring a bell nor did I recognize him. He did not recognize me either, which was quite understandable. From the working young man on the street in Saskatoon to a more mature, well-dressed businessman in a large, plush office in Frankfurt, Germany was quite a contrast. He was quite a talker, and maybe he wanted to impress me with his fife and successes. But something in his manner and speech seemed familiar.

Then suddenly after listening to him for about 15 minutes, it struck me. I knew who he was. It hit me like a shock. But instead of telling him who I was, I suddenly said, “Listen Bill, I get these incredible insight flashes of people. It’s






















	Albert E., born May 24,1884 in Winnipeg

	Oliver John, born July24, 1886 in Clarks Crossing

	Annie Erella, born October 3,1888 at Clarks Crossing

	Cora May, born August 22,1893 at Clarks Crossing34


























	Robert and Francis had seven children in the following years:

	Andrew Wallace, born August 9,1885

	Walter Buchanan, born August 11,1887

	Percy Charles, born April 5,1890

	Nora O., born May 4,1893

	Minnie Florence, born July 1896

	Murial, born after 1901

	Unknown daughter, born after 1901






















































	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	



	


	
	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	
	



	


	
	
	
	
	



	



	


	
	
	
	
	
	



	



	
	
	
	
	


	



	


	
	
	
	
	


	



	


	
	
	
	
	


	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
	
	


	

	


	
	
	
	
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	





	
	
	
	
	
	
	





	


































































	










































































































	Chart of Barager family and relationships




	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	
	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	










	OSLER – THE EARLY YEARS AND THE ONE ROOM SCHOOL #1238 (1905 – 1947)


























































































	Dorit Kulh Barager. bom 14 Feb 1929 in Tisdale. SK. Canada She was the daughter of 2.






	Ephraim Baragcr. bom 12 Jan 1888 in Muskoka. ON. Canada, died 24 Nov 1981 in Saskatoon. SK. Canada He was the son of 4. Richard Gordon Baragcr and 5. Mary Catherine Case He married 3. Edith Rose Hunt lb Jan 1928 in Saskatoon. SK. Canada

	Edith Rose Hunt, born 11 Apr 1901 in Woodstock. ON. Canada, died 04 Jul 1968 in Saskatoon. SK. Canada She was the daughter of 6. William Orval Hunt and 7. Elizabeth Alberta Heath










	Richard Gordon Baragcr, bom 28 Feb 1858 in Winchester. Dundas Co. ON. Canada, died 10





	Mary Catherine Case, bom 12 Sep 1861 in Palmerston. ON. Canada, died 16 Mar 1951 in Surrey. BC. Canada She was the daughter of 10. Ephraim Case and 11. Sarah Caswell
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	Railways and some others-640 acres (259hectares)

	Available land - 2560 acres (1036 hectares)

	Unpatented land held by homesteaders - 1760 acres (712 hectares)




























	That to the beat of my knowledge and belief the following is n correct
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	on directed to acknowledge receipt of your






	s. Berth, Haq.,
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	John A. Guenther

	J. Patrick

	H. Friesen.

	H. Lisko, Sec

	E. Lisko, Chair










































































	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	



















































































































































	No energy

	No rules and regulations

	Not tidy enough and the class room too untidy.


































	Wemustbuyanewheatercompletewithblower.

	School must be completely cleaned. Complete job, Wash & Varnish floor with hard surface varnish. Lump price ($45.00 + 10.00)

	Cistern floor in Teacherage. I was to order 11/2 yds (1.4 metres) Sand 6 bags of Cement.

	Swings. Agreed to buy new rope or chains.

	We hoped to have mr. Unruh clean our toilets once more before school opened.

	Talked about hiring 2 young boys to paint garage approx, price 15.00 dollars.
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	Marriages - If they were to be registered, they had to appear before a judge.

	The J%wi«izm/-OldColonyruleswouldapply.



	Schooling - They could have their own schools, teachers, and language.

	Exclusion from military service - No problem; Mexico preferred to use only Mexican citizens.

	Taxes - Mexico was willing to help out new settlers by deferring taxes for some time.

	Immigration - No problem with weak, crip­pled, sickly, or old people.

	Land - Lots of land was available for them to choose from.

	Documents - Help would be offered to com­plete necessary documents.

	Settling - All belongings were duty free; transportation at half price from the US border.

	Government - The President had the backing of congress and welcomed them.
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