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A Cosy Read Aloud Collection for Children Ages 6 to 10

by Shea Hall

For families who read aloud together
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A Note to Parents and Carers
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A Compendium of Magic, Mischief, and the Very Best Kind of Wonder

* * *
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Dear reader,

Every child deserves a Christmas that lives in their memory. Not the memory of a specific gift, though those moments are wonderful, but the kind that wraps around a child like a warm blanket on a cold night. The kind that stays. Years from now, they will think of it when the first frost appears on a window, or when they smell cinnamon baking, or when they hear sleigh bells and feel something stir in their chest they cannot quite name.

That is what these ten stories are made for.

This book was written for children aged six to ten, though a truly good story does not really care how old you are. It only asks that you sit down, open your mind, and let yourself believe in things that are entirely impossible, at least for a little while. These stories are set at Christmas, but they are really about much more than that. They are about kindness, courage, and silliness, about the particular friendship that surprises you when you least expect it, and about what happens when an ordinary Wednesday becomes something extraordinary because someone did something very small and very generous without expecting anything in return.

You will find a wide variety of moods here. Some stories are fizzy and funny, the kind that will make a child snort with laughter at an inconvenient moment. Some are quiet and cosy, the kind you read slowly while the wind rattles the windows and the house smells of hot chocolate. Some are full of adventure, and some are gentle and sweet.

They are all, every one of them, entirely enchanted.

A note for the person reading aloud: take your time, use voices, and let the children ask questions. A child who stops to ask whether reindeer really prefer parsnips to carrots is a child who is properly inside the story. Enjoy these evenings. These moments of reading and warmth and a child tucked beside you are precious and numbered. Sink into them.

With love and the warmest of wishes for a wonderful Christmas,

Shea Hall
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Introduction: The Night Before the Stories


[image: ]


Somewhere in the world right now, it is beginning to snow.

Not the dramatic kind that closes schools and sends dogs wild with excitement, though that kind is lovely too. No, this is the quiet kind. The kind that begins with a single flake drifting past a dark window while a child is supposed to be brushing their teeth, and turns, by morning, into a thick white hush that covers every garden and rooftop in sight. The kind of snow that makes the whole world feel clean and secret and new.

Christmas snow.

If you have picked up this book, the chances are that it is already the season for that sort of thing. There is probably a decorated tree somewhere nearby, or tinsel on a mantelpiece, or a stocking hanging hopefully from something, or at the very least a cheerful tin of biscuits with a robin on the lid. The chances are that someone has already asked you, at least twice, whether you have been good this year.

(The answer is almost certainly yes. Or, at minimum, mostly yes with a few understandable exceptions.)

Inside this book you will find ten stories. Ten completely different Christmas adventures, each one its own world, each one full of characters you are going to want to know. They are not characters who simply stand there looking festive while things happen around them. These are children and creatures and very unusual people who make choices, who get things wrong sometimes, who try again, and who discover that the most extraordinary things in life tend to happen on the most ordinary Tuesday afternoon when you were really just hoping for a biscuit.

In Story One, a girl called Rosa is absolutely convinced she has accidentally ruined Christmas. She has not. But the journey to figuring that out involves a talking gingerbread man, an opinionated postman, and one genuinely spectacular snowball fight.

In Story Two, Tom lives next door to the most mysterious house on the street, the one that always has its lights on. On Christmas Eve, something completely impossible happens.

In Story Three, Lily is directing the school Christmas play and coping rather badly, because the star of the show, a six-year-old named Marcus, has announced that angels are boring and he wants to be a dragon instead.

In Story Four, Sam discovers that his grandmother’s old Christmas pudding recipe contains instructions for something that is not, technically, a pudding at all. Or rather, it is a pudding. It is just also something else. Something that walks around the kitchen on very small legs.

In Story Five, Clara writes a letter to Father Christmas on behalf of her elderly neighbour Mr Osei, who has spent eighty years being kind to everyone around him and has never once asked for anything for himself.

In Story Six, the brothers Jamie and Daniel attempt to build the largest snowman in the history of their street. The outcome involves a greenhouse, a very confused postman, and a dog named Biscuit who turns out to be essential.

In Story Seven, a cat named Marmalade finds something small and cold in the garden on Christmas Eve and takes personal responsibility for the situation in the way that only cats can.

In Story Eight, Ellie opens her front door to find a reindeer on the step, large, clearly lost, and wearing a collar tag that says COMET, followed by a return address that is rather further north than expected.

In Story Nine, Nina visits the last stall at the Millfield Christmas market, where the woman behind the counter knows what each person needs before they have finished deciding what they want.

And in Story Ten, a family on Christmas morning discovers that the best present any of them received this year was something that arrived without warning, without wrapping paper, and without any of them having thought to wish for it.

Ten stories. Ten Christmases. All of them real, in the way that the best stories are real.

The snow is still falling, somewhere in the world. You had better get started.
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Story One

The Girl Who Almost Ruined Christmas
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In which Rosa makes a terrible mistake, meets a very impolite biscuit, and learns something important about the word ‘sorry’
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Part One: The Incident

Rosa had a list.

It was not Father Christmas’s list, though she had consulted that one carefully and written her own in a tidy notebook so she would not forget. Rosa’s list was different. It was a list of everything that was supposed to happen in the twelve days before Christmas, written in red pen on three pages of her best stationery, and beside each item was a small box that Rosa planned to tick as each task was completed.

This was the sort of person Rosa was. She was nine years old, she had bright brown eyes, she wore her hair in two plaits that had an unfortunate tendency to unravel themselves by lunchtime, and she believed absolutely in the power of a well-maintained list. Her mother called her wonderfully organised. Her older brother Felix called her alarmingly intense. Her little sister Maisie, who was four, called her Wosa, which was not an insult, simply a pronunciation issue.

The list, on this particular Tuesday morning, read as follows:


Write Christmas cards for class. (DONE.)

Help Mum wrap presents. (DONE.)

Put the star on top of the tree. (DONE, though Rosa had needed the stepstool and Felix had not stopped laughing about it for forty minutes.)

Bake gingerbread with Grandma. (TODAY.)

Post cards to Aunt Helen, Uncle David, and the Chens next door. (TODAY.)

Do not, under any circumstances, eat the gingerbread before it has completely cooled.



Everything was going extremely well. Grandma had arrived at nine o
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Part Two: The Gingerbread Man
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Part Three: The Post Office
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Part Four: The Snowball Fight (Unexpected)
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Part Five: The Star
















d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
.y to Warm Your Heart ¢.. |

A Cosy ReadiAloud Collection

-

N

" for Children Ages 6 to 10

= =< Y

\

P o e by't" s 2
.= Shea Hall >





d2d_images/image001.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/image002.jpg





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image003.jpg
=

S—c ~°
THIS BOOK BELONGS TO:

SME
CHRI






d2d_images/scene_break.png





