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A Tribute to Walter Freeman

1908–1988
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DAVID HOOSEN

A few days before he died, on 11 March 1988, Walter Freeman was still struggling to put the finishing touches to this volume. Volume 11 had recently been published, bringing the number of studies of international geographers to over 200, in what became yearly publications since 1977. Although the first few volumes were co-edited with my predecessor Philippe Pinchemel—to whom the original conception of the series owed a great deal—there is no doubt that the series to date will be eloquent testimony above all to the devotion and hard work of Walter Freeman.

Without prejudicing the Bio-bibliography he will undoubtedly get himself in due time, I want to record here my own keen sense of loss, with respect and affection, after having worked with him closely for the last eight years. He never lost his boyish enthusiasm for geography and for life in general, and, after his retirement from the University of Manchester in 1974, he devoted the rest of his life very largely to creating and sustaining this unique series, which by now has gained considerable momentum and international recognition.

He had been actively involved with the history of geographical thought for three decades, following his earlier path-breaking scholarly work on Ireland and on cities and planning. When his A Hundred Years of Geography appeared in 1961, the literature on the subject was quite limited, and by the time the publication of his later book The Geographer’s Craft in 1967, and the founding of the Commission the following year, Walter’s time and untiring energies had become devoted to chronicling the history of the subject he loved through seeking to understand how and why its more notable practitioners worked the way they did. This subject is much more richly documented now than it was three decades ago, in no small part due to his efforts.

Although in many ways foreigners would regard Walter as typically English in style and temperament, he was a true internationalist and strove mightily to extend the range of Geographers to include as many countries as possible. He was also a humanist with a remarkably pluralistic view of geography, which led him to delight in bringing together the extraordinarily wide range of styles, personalities, countries and periods which are to be found in the pages of the Bio-bibliographies. Not that he did not have his likes and dislikes, or a propensity to make caustic comments, as anyone who knew him or corresponded with him can testify. But the generosity of spirit and catholicity of interests always dissolved the asperity. His early scholarly works were based on detailed field work, which he always advocated even when that method had fallen on hard times, but in his later life his consuming interest, concern and sympathy for people as individuals took centre stage.

In the introduction to Volume 11 of Geographers, he says that ‘all its editor would claim is that (the series) has revealed the immense variety of life experience and work of geographers through the centuries and has drawn attention to some people of whom little was known before’. He was a modest, good, humorous and essentially simple man, devoted to his work and not taken up with personal ambition or proselytizing for a particular dogma. The latter introduction together with his autobiographical sketch ‘A Geographer’s Way’ in Anne Buttimer’s The Practice of Geography (1983), provide as true a picture of the man and his life’s work as I can think of, which those who knew him for a time will recognize and cherish. This series of Bio-bibliographies, which will continue, under the editorship of Geoffrey Martin, will long be a living memorial to Walter Freeman’s devotion to the cause for which our Commission was established In extending our heartfelt sympathy to Olive, his wife. I want to express also the deeply felt sense of loss on behalf of the international community of scholars of the history of geographical thought.

David Hoòson

Chairman of the Working Group 1980-1988


Publisher’s Note

The Publishers would like to pay their own personal tribute to the memory of Professor T.W. Freeman, and to record their deep regret at his passing. Over the years of publishing Geographers: Biobibliographical Studies under his most capable editorship, a very warm and happy relationship was established.

The Publishers would also like to thank the Reverend Brother Michael of De La Salle College, Manchester University, who offered to undertake the onerous task of proof reading this volume, and gave most generously of his time.

Note: Intending authors should write to Professor Geoffrey M. Martin, Department of Geography, Southern Connecticut State University, 501 Crescent Street, New Haven, Connecticut, U.S.A. 06515, who will send a copy of Notes for Authors and other information. Authors are requested to submit their articles in English.
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J. Inst. Bankers Journal of the Institute of Bankers

J. Inst. Petrol. Technol. Journal of the Institute of Petroleum Technologists

J. Madras Geogr. Assoc. Journal of the Madras Geographical Association

J. Proc. R. Soc. New South Wales Journal and Proceedings of the Royal Society of New South Wales

J.R. Geogr. Soc. Journal of the Royal Geographical Society

J.R. Soc. Arts Journal of the Royal Society of Arts

J.R. Stat. Soc. Journal of the Royal Statistical Society

J. Savants Journal des Savants

J. Town Plann. Inst. Journal of the Town Planning Institute

Kentucky Geol. Surv. Kentucky Geological Survey

Lucr. Inst. Geogr. Cluj Lucrările Institutal de Geografie Cluj

Meanjin Q. Meanjin Quaterly

Mém. et Docum. Mémoires et Documents

Mem. R. Acad. Cienc. y Art. Barcelona Memorias de la R. Academia de ciencias y artes de Barcelona

Mem. Soc. Geogr. Ital. Memorie della Societa geografica Italiana

Mitt. Geogr. Gesell. München Mitteilungen der Geographischen Gesseischaft in München

PCGN Permanent Committee on Geographical Names

Petermanns Geogr. Mitt. Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen

Polit. Geogr. Political Geography

Prob. Geogr. Probleme de Geografie

Proc. Assoc. Am. Geogr. Proceedings of the Association of American Geographers

Proc. Geol. Assoc. Proceedings of the Geological Society

Proc. I.G.U. reg. Cong. Japan. Proceedings, International Geographical Union Regional Congress (Japan)

Proc. ... Int. Geogr. Cong. Proceedings of the ... International Geographical Congress

Proc. R. Soc. Edinburgh Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh

Proc. Trans. Int. Cong. Onomastic Sci.

Przeg. Geog. (Warsaw) Przeglad Geograficzny

Q.J. Geol. Soc. London Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society of London

Rend. Accad. Sci. Fis. Mat. Rendiconti dell’Accademia delle scienze fisiche e matematiche

Rep. ... Int. Geogr. Cong. Report of the ... International Geographical Congress

Rev. Brasileira Geogr. Revista Brasileira de Geografia

Rev. Géogr. Revue de Géographie

Rev. Geogr. Americana Revista Geografica Americana

Rev. Géogr. Lyon Revue de Géographie de Lyon

Rev. Int. Sociol. Revista Internacional de Sociologia

Rev. Paris Revue de Paris

Rev. Polit. Litt. Revue Politique et Littéraire

Rev. Sci. Revue Scientifique

Rev. Univ. Revista Universitaria (Universitaire)

Riv. Geogr. Ital. Rivista Geografia Italiana

Scott. Assoc. Geogr. Teach. J. Journal of the Scottish Association of Geography Teachers

Scott. Geogr. Mag. Scottish Geographical Magazine

Scott. J. Agric. Scottish Journal of Agriculture

Sociol. Român. Sociologie Românească

Stud. cere. geol. geofiz. geogr. ser. geogr. Studii şi Cercetări de Geologie Geografizică Geografie Seriya Geografie

Trans. Amer. Geophys. Union Transactions of the American Geophysical Union

Trans. Inst. Br. Geog. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers

Trans. Pap. Inst. Br. Geogr. Publ. Transactions and Papers of the Institute of British Geographers

Univ. California Publ. Geogr. University of California Publications in Geography

Vest. Imp. R.G.O. Vestnik Imperatorskago Russkago Geograficheskago Obshchestva

Voprosi Geogr. Voprosi Geografi

Wiener geogr. Schr. Wiener Geographische Schriften

Yearbk. Assoc. Pac. Coast Geogr. Yearbook of the Association of Pacific Coast Geographers

Z. Geopolitiek Zeitschrift für Geopolitiek

Z. Gesell. Erdkd. Berlin Zeitschrift der Gesellschaft für Erdkunde Berlin

The Publishers apologize for any errors and/or omissions in the above listing, and wish to thank Mr Edwin Trout of the Royal Geographical Society Library for his generous help in tracking down some of the elusive items.


Marcel Aurousseau

1891–1983
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Sketch by Louis Kahan.

J. M. POWELL

Born in Sydney, Australia, of French and Irish descent, Marcel Aurousseau is best known within his native country for his contribution to the literature of exploration, but it appeared in the late stages of a varied career which embraced geology, toponomy, translation and travel writing. For much of his life his geographical contributions were made from a research and administrative base in the Royal Geographical Society; he also worked for the American Geographical Society. Taken as a whole, his publications show an engaging catholicity of taste, combining highly individualistic and impressionistic works with painstaking, dispassionate technical contributions of enduring practical value.

1.EDUCATION, LIFE AND WORK

Marcel Aurousseau, born in Sydney on 11 April 1891, was the eldest son of Georges Hippolyte (of Bourges, France) and Catherine Maria Aurousseau (née Doubleday, of London). After completing his early education in State schools, he expanded his interests in natural history during a few years’ employment as a junior in Sydney’s Australian Museum, before entering Sydney University as a science student. One of his teachers, the influential Australian geologist Sir Edgeworth David, made a lasting impression on Aurousseau, who graduated as a Bachelor of Science in 1914 with the University Medal in geology and an appointment as assistant lecturer in geology at the University of Western Australia. Shortly afterwards, in 1915, he joined the Australian overseas forces as a volunteer and served with distinction in Egypt, the Somme and Flanders, rising to the rank of Captain. He was awarded the Military Cross and the croix de guerre.

On his return to the University of Western Australia in 1919 he was requested to assume the management of the geology department without full professorial rank or emoluments; the consequent heated disputes with the University Senate led directly to his departure, in 1920, for the geophysical laboratory at the Carnegie Institution, Washington, D.C. After three years he grew tired of pure research on the chemistry and petrology of crystalline rocks, and in 1923 he accepted an offer from Isaiah Bowman to join the New York staff of the American Geographical Society. By that time wider geographical interests had gained the ascendancy in Aurousseau’s thinking. The analysis of settlement patterns and rural population distributions had claimed his attention even on the Western Front, and Bowman’s celebrated promotion of a ‘science of settlement’ proved very attractive. Aurousseau’s short paper of 1918 (Geogr. J., vol 51, 393-4) on the rural population in Picardy and Flanders drew material from his days of war service and his power of observation also came out in his two papers of 1920, a short study of chalk lands (Scott. Geogr. Mag., vol 36, 156-61) and a longer and more comprehensive study of the ‘arrangement of rural population’ (Geogr. Ret)., vol 10, 223-40).

At that time Isaiah Bowman as Director of the American Geographical Society was developing its postwar enterprises, which included the improvement of the Geographical Review and the production of all the 1:1 million maps of Latin America. Aurousseau contributed papers on population and urban geography to the Geographical Review but his main responsibility was with the 1:1 million map project. In his work with the American Geographical Society he became associated with Alan G. Ogilvie, who had met Bowman at the Paris Peace Conference and from 1920-3 worked on the 1:1 million maps before moving to Edinburgh university where he remained to his death in 1954. Also in New York Aurousseau met leading American scholars including Harlan Barrows, Ellen Churchill Semple, Ellsworth Huntington and Mark Jefferson. It might seem that Aurousseau could expect to remain in employment at the American Geographical Society during one of its expansionist periods or perhaps find an opening at a university. In fact he showed no enthusiasm for prospective openings at Harvard, Yale, Columbia and Chicago. Unspecified family troubles soon called him back to Sydney and the break appears to have initiated a long period of uncertainty, some of it spent in restless travel through Europe.

Supported by limited personal savings, war service gratuities, a few sorties into journalism and occasional translation work, Aurousseau tried his hand at writing plays without success. In 1926 he completed a remarkable walk from Paris to Madrid with a Texan companion and the resulting publication, Highway into Spain (1930), showed at once his literary aspirations and a continuing migration from geology to geography. It is a substantial work, of almost 700 pages, and at the conclusion he indicated the places at which it was written in the line ‘Geneva-Beauvais-London, 1927-29’. The book has perhaps been underestimated within and beyond professional geography. In contrast, by common consent in specialist academic circles, his precocious work on settlement analysis set him apart from his contemporaries and his newspaper articles on urban growth, morphology and planning requirements attracted public acclaim in South Africa and Australia.

In March 1933 Aurousseau, now over forty years of age, was offered temporary employment at the Royal Geographical Society’s library. The librarian, Edward Heawood (1864–1949), who edited the index volumes was succeeded in 1934 by his assistant, Gerald Roe Crone (1899–1982). It was arranged that Aurousseau should help with the production of indexes, including the Index to Supplements to the Geographical Journal vols 1-4 covering numbers 1-41 of the period 1918-1932. This work was published in 1936 and described as produced ‘under the supervision of the Librarian, much of the checking and classification being the work of Mr M. Aurousseau’. In effect it formed ‘a guide to the more important geographical literature published in many countries from the end of the war to 1932’ and it was claimed that it also served as an index to the Bibliographie Géographique. Aurousseau was also concerned with other indexing for the Royal Geographical Society, including the journal, the occasional supplements and the Short Title catalogue but his temporary appointment, though extended, ceased at the end of 1936.

Once again the future of Aurousseau seemed to be problematical but in fact the crowning period of his career was about to emerge. From its foundation in 1919 the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names (PCGN) had laboured faithfully on the rationalization of place names and a memorandum covering the years 1919-32 showed that 34 lists of names had been published, of which eight were of a general character and twenty dealt with different countries, including the new European states, the Middle East, colonies and mandated territories in Africa and almost all Oceania. Each list contained from 120 to 800 names. Unhappily no government money was available for the work and PCGN had for many years depended on private subscriptions. In 1934 the Royal Geographical Society had provided £150 to publish the first lists of names in Czechoslovakia, the Indian Empire, Iraq, Palestine, Arabia with some African and Oceania areas, and also Turkey; but the closure of PCGN appeared to be imminent. The continuing work was done by Mr J.H. Reynolds, who was in effect its one-man permanent staff. An architect by profession, he had worked voluntarily on the 1:1 million maps of Europe and the Near East during World War I and from 1919 had laid down principles of transliteration for a large range of languages into English, collected together in the venerated Alphabet of Foreign Languages of which the first edition appeared in 1921 and the second in 1933. A much respected scholar, he died on 9 January 1937.

Aurousseau was a clear choice for the vacant post and already well acquainted with its work: the only trouble was to find some way of paying him a salary. As a body PCGN had an impressive committee. The Chairman, Major-General Lord Edward Gleichen, was naturally an Army representative and other members came from the Admiralty, the Ordnance Survey, the War Office, the Foreign Office, the Colonial Office and the Board of Trade: the Ministry of Defence, the Post Office, the Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation and the Royal Scottish Geographical Society were added later. In the early days the Royal Geographical Society was well served by having A.R. Hinks, G.R. Crone and M. Aurousseau ‘in attendance’ at the PCGN meetings. The survival of the enterprise was most fortunate, though hardly financially, for Mr Aurousseau who on 29 June 1938 was given a salary of £5 a week for five years subject to the continuance of the Treasury grant! Mr Aurousseau dealt pragmatically with each problem as it arose. At a meeting on 24 November 1937 it was noted that since the ‘First List of European names’, last revised in 1928, had appeared a number of foreign names had fallen out of use: Istanbul had replaced Constantinople, Dubrovnik, Ragusa and Split had superseded Spoleto... But should, or perhaps would, English people use Wien, even if designated as official, instead of Vienna or Munchen in preference to Munich? Few would need to worry about which alternative form to use for the capital of Finland where in fact both the Finnish and Swedish forms of names were officially accepted, though visitors would need to exercise tact by avoiding ‘Helsinki’ in favour of ‘Helsingfors’ when speaking to people of Swedish ancestry.

Work on place names was a practical and even political problem in many countries. In 1938 M. Aurousseau gave an account of the position in Belgium (Geogr. J., vol 92/6, 1938, 539-40), which had places (a) with both French and Flemish names (comparatively few and mainly in the Brussels area); (b) with the name in Flemish or French and an official translation in the subsidiary language; (c) with French names but no Flemish equivalent; (d) with Flemish names and no French equivalent. In fact many familiar names were eclipsed, as in the case of Leuven (Flemish) for the French Louvain and the Flemish Brugge for the French Bruges.

Even more difficult was the position in South Africa, where a Departmental Committee for the Spelling of Geographical Proper Names had been appointed by the Minister of the Interior in 1937 (Geogr. J., vol 94/1, 1939, 45-9). The committee were particularly concerned with modern Afrikaans names ‘which is justified by the stability the language has now attained’. Some 9,000 names were listed, and the intention was to use them for the Post Office Guide, Railway Time Tables, and also Road Motor Time Tables. Rules were evolved on the form of hyphenated words or the union of qualifying words as in ‘Ooseind’ for ‘East End’. Opposition was to be expected from ‘public resistance to the chance of any established name’, Mr Aurousseau notes (ibid. 49), adding that ‘presumably there will also be partisans of Afrikaans who will want everything changed’. Summarizing the initial problem he comments that (ibid. 48)

South Africa present a succession of aboriginal, Portuguese, Dutch, French, English, German and Afrikaans names, and the aboriginal names have been recorded with international variety... Now is the time for South Africans to insist, if they so desire, that a place or feature may have a name in one language or another, or names in both, but not a name that is a mixture of both...

The achievement of such linguistic pragmatism was not likely to be as easy as in Canada, where in 1924 a ‘very simple set of rules’ had solved the problem of recording Indian and Eskimo names.

When World War II broke out in September 1939 there were rumours that the PCGN office might be closed but these were traced to a kindly member of the committee who had warned Mr Aurousseau that it might be wise to look for another job. Almost at once requests for help from PCGN came in: full co-operation was solicited (and in due time splendidly given) to the Directorate of Naval Intelligence; the Hydrographic Department wrote on 23 September 1939 asking for lists of place names in Greece and Thailand; and it was also suggested that PCGN could help the Ministry of Information, though this body was not invariably regarded as very certain of what information it could either acquire or dispense. Within a few weeks A.R. Hinks at the Royal Geographical Society reported on PCGN that ‘the office upstairs is buzzing’ in a note dated 2 December 1939. One example of its work is noted in an undated memorandum

...a special staff under the direction of Mr Aurousseau...is transliterating for the Geographical Society, General Staff all names on published sheets of the Greek 1/1000 000 map... There are certain difficulties in dealing with names outside the Greek boundary which are either Turkish or Bulgarian and also with certain foreign names inside Greece.

Transliteration of names on Greek charts and in Pilot volumes continued and various scholars were drawn in as helpers. The real point was that PCGN was able to meet war time demands as well as those of a linguistic nature in peaceful periods.

Mr Aurousseau’s modest title as Secretary to the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names for British Official Use unobtrusively covered a demanding series of responsibilities. As noted above the translation and transliteration programme escalated dramatically from September 1939 and Aurousseau was required to co-ordinate the work of as many as twenty full time or part time staff, including some highly regarded scholars, in the production of numerous gazetteers and short glossaries. The British armed services were rapidly supplied with glossaries on each of twenty-seven major European, Scandinavian, Russian and Middle Eastern languages, and others on Icelandic, Burmese, Chinese and Indo-Chinese, and the Siamese category of the Thai group. In addition to his general supervisory role, Aurousseau made a large personal contribution to the Danish, French, Portuguese, Spanish, Hungarian and Icelandic glossaries. All were made available in editions of 10,000 copies. As a direct result, the United States Board of Geographical Names consulted with the British authorities, and important progress was made on international mapping conventions. Aurousseau’s prodigious efforts were duly recognized in awards made by the RGS itself and the Royal Scottish Geographical Society, and in 1949 and 1952 he represented the British government at the International Congresses of Onomastic Sciences at Brussels and Uppsala.

His earlier dilettantist tendencies did not survive the demanding discipline of these busy years and yet, although they brought stability and a welcome measure of security, his strongly developed individualism and literary aspirations were undiminished. Geographers and other authors looked to Aurousseau for advice on place names and found the famous glossaries issued by the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names constantly helpful. Workers on the Admiralty Handbooks during the 1940s were to be seen ascending the back stairs in the Royal Geographical Society’s house to confer with Aurousseau on the formation of place names, and always finding him ready to explain if two syllables should be united, hyphenated or separated. Beyond all that lay his concern for precision in all writing. This was shown particularly in a review of the Geographic Terminological Dictionary by Professor Jiri Kräi of Prague, 1947, in Geogr. J., vol 112, 1948, 229, on which controversy followed in vol 114, 1949, 118-20.

Aurousseau states clearly that ‘Inter-linguistic lexicography should be undertaken only by persons with a close, idiomatic knowledge of the languages concerned’ and regrets that a ‘week-end cottage’ should be a domek weekendový in Czech. The Czech author had found this quite acceptable and also defended his inclusion of ‘words like “beton”, “brunet” or “brunette”, “piroque”, “person”, “nog”, “Montanic”, “montigenous”, “drift-way”, “indigene” etc.’, all of which ‘will be found in any good English dictionary without any “obs.” (obsolete) appended to them/as indeed they belong to current geographical language’. Aurousseau contests this vigorously and indeed goes further. Turning to the title of Král’s work, he says that Geographic Terminological Dictionary ‘is not good English’ for the word ‘geographic’ is American and combined with ‘terminological’ is jargon. Conversely the title Dictionary of Geographical Terms ‘would be good English in the sense in which His Majesty’s Government is trying to roster the use of the language through Sir Ernest Gowers’ book, Plain Words, a guide to the use of English (HMSO 1948).’ Finally Aurousseau says that

No Englishman talks naturally of the faucet, the side walk, the door yard, or a hand of yarn. He calls them the tap, the pavement, the front garden (or lawn), and a skein of wool. American English has diverged from the speech of England nearly as far as American Spanish and Brazilian Portuguese have diverged from the parent tongues.

Aurousseau’s continued interest in glossaries and gazetteers is seen in his generally favourable review of Webster’s Geographical Dictionary (‘the first comprehensive world-gazetteer to appear in English, except for the reissue of several well-known standard works, since 1906’) and of A German and English Glossary of Geographical Terms by Eric Fischer and Francis E. Elliott, published by the American Geographical Society in 1950 (Geogr. J., vol 115, 1950, 248-9 and vol 116, 1950, 232).

In 1955 he resigned from the Permanent Committee on Geographical Names and soon returned to Australia, where he promptly became active in the local geographical and historical societies, served on Australia’s Antarctic Names Committee and indulged a passionate interest in the collection, translation and editing of the letters of one of the most celebrated of ‘lost’ explorers, F.W. Ludwig Leichhardt. The Rendering of Geographical Names, prepared in Britain, was published in 1957, and the Leichhardt quest occupied most of the next ten years: the script was forwarded to the Hakluyt Society on Aurousseau’s seventy-fifth birthday and published in three volumes in 1968. The Letters of F.W. Ludwig Leichhardt was soon recognized as the most authoritative work on the subject; it became a treasured classic in the international literature on exploration and led to the award of honours from the RGS and the Australian academic community. He died at Sydney on 22 August 1983 at the age of ninety-two.

2.SCIENTIFIC IDEAS AND GEOGRAPHICAL THOUGHT

A contemporary of Griffith Taylor, Frank Debenham, Douglas Mawson and other Australian scholars who studied under Edgeworth David, Aurousseau apparently surrendered his early interest in geology with unusual ease. But that familiar judgement probably reflects the undue weight customarily (and understandably) given to the very tangible literary emphasis which dominated his later years. In fact, art and science competed for his attention until his retirement to Australia. Until recently, his restlessness during the 1920s was rather casually described as hazardous indecision: in the hard world of the 1980s, however, we are more inclined to sympathize with what appears to have been earnest searching and a good deal of caution and experimentation, signifying a desire to match personal talents and predilections with an appropriately challenging career path.

It was even easier, and just as unrealistic, to view Aurousseau as ‘peripheral’ to some assumed mainstream of geography. Apart from any other consideration, that ignores the singular utility of his gift for toponomy and the lengthy period of backroom work at the RGS which yielded so many reflective commentaries, reviews and expert translations which were widely known in university geography. More specifically, his contribution to advanced mapping services and appeals for improved official cartography in Australia established his credentials as a most practical and professional geographer. It was unfortunate, nonetheless, that he was not employed in university teaching after his early post-graduate days; his rejection of several offers (albeit of short-term appointments) from leading American universities left him somewhat aloof from a growing field of discourse in which his conceptualizations of rural settlement were circulating. Even so, it is important to note that the papers which were then receiving such splendid notices were in large measure the product of a freelance style which their author was obviously reluctant to sacrifice.

The more significant of these descriptive-analytical pieces were published in the Geographical Review in 1920-4. ‘The arrangement of rural populations’, ‘The distribution of population’ and ‘The geographical study of population groups’ showed an intensification of the former geologist’s conversion to more humane studies. The value of national resource inventories for the estimation of population carrying capacities appealed to him, but he avoided the extremes of ‘environmentalism’ and ‘possibilism’. Above all, perhaps, he essayed attractive typologies of settlement patterns which incorporated common-sense functional classifications— and so our modern historiographers have discerned important anticipations of Christaller and Hoyt.

That judgement is at once insufficient and extravagant. For example, it neglects the richer biographical context in which every publication is necessarily set: Aurousseau had already staked his claim in early notes in the Geographical Journal and the Scottish Geographical Magazine, drawing on his ‘fieldwork’ experience on the Western Front: the Geographical Review received the more mature reflections on the same theme. His inter-war nomadism is also significant. The very small and remote Australian nation had suffered proportionately more casualties than Britain herself (and more, indeed, than any of the other Empire countries), and no satisfactory appraisal of any facet of Australian life in the first half of the twentieth century can be attempted without addressing the collective and individual dislocations caused by the extraordinary confusion of nationalist-imperialist misadventures during the Great War. In modern Australian society it is generally accepted that it is an immense but essential task to assess the diverse efforts of the war on the lives of impressionable young volunteers from the other side of the globe. In those tumultuous years scholarly dispositions discovered such a wide range of tunings—querulous, confirmatory, disorientating—and in every case, individual psyches were profoundly tested, deeply transformed. Aurousseau’s experience was special in so far as a sound background in field observation meshed with a cultivated interest in the European origins of his own family. That helps to explain some of the choice of content in his early geographical papers. The search for a competent methodology reflects in part a trained preference for rational analysis and the opportunity presented by Bowman’s ‘science of settlement’ to an adventurous researcher preparing to show geology a clean pair of heels. Equally important, however, is his acquisition of more cosmopolitan tastes and his assiduous reading in various European languages, notably French and German. His excellent review article, ‘Recent contributions to urban geography’ (1924) drew on these linguistic skills and on some knowledge of Italian; it demonstrated the role of careful synthesizing in his promising repertoire. At the time, he modestly declared this to be ‘armchair’ geography and down-played its novelty. That much seems clear: his main contribution lay in bringing together significant European material in a concise and attractive form, and at a timely conjuncture.

Despite his background in geology, Aurousseau showed little inclination to contribute to the growth of physical geography per se, but in Australia he joined Griffith Taylor and other leading geographers in requesting the official production of reliable contour maps, and the general adoption of a ‘natural regions’ approach in teaching and national planning. During the 1920s these efforts were largely frustrated, but they began to yield good dividends in the 1950s and 1960s. The retired Aurousseau was then back in Australia and his main interests were divided between poetry, art, literature, music and exploration; his best scholarly contribution was made in the last-named field. Academic geography was then moving away from traditional interests in exploration, even in Australia, where the heroic period was not too distant and continued to excite the popular imagination. And the readership of the three volumes of Letters—which serve essentially as an authoritative reference to facilitate interpretation, rather than to provide scientific analysis in the sense implied in the heading of our present section—was found largely in history and literature. That is unfortunate, since the work exhibits qualities which are required in all branches of science—a considerable capacity for rigorous application to detail, meticulous attention to accurate reporting, and an instinctive concern for clear and felicitous communication.

3.INFLUENCE AND SPREAD OF IDEAS

The provision of high quality geographical services to a professional and lay public has been of inestimable value in the growth and diffusion of the subject. The overwhelming preponderance of narrowly professional geography in our modern historiographies gives them a disagreeably narcissistic air: ‘backroom’ organizers, including many ‘amateurs’ and a host of editors, reviewers and government research and mapping organizations, are underestimated or ignored in such dangerously incomplete accounts. All traditional subjects have been founded and nurtured by complex communities of pioneers, and the true influence of certain key individuals may be located in less obvious fields than the books and journals we habitually select as our measures. Aurousseau gave a good deal to two of the most influential institutions in the history of Anglo-American geography (but notice his late membership of the RGS, which is intriguing). His work on toponomy is far from eccentric since it is still judged authoritative by national mapping bodies everywhere. These achievements outweigh the supposed precocity of his sorties into settlement theory.

The recent revival of interest in geographical dictionaries gives surprisingly little attention to their heritage of service within the subject: it neglects, for instance, the anticipatory contributions of toponymy evident in the beginnings of academic geography during the late nineteenth century. The expansion of those interests into a deeper concern for removing ambiguities in geographical discourse was sponsored by the Royal Geographical Society, especially in some of the unfinished work of H.R. Mill [1861-1950], as Aurousseau himself acknowledged. Aurousseau championed the use of correct terminology in caustic reviews of English and other dictionaries, but within the field as a whole his main professional effort was focused on the names of places and basic landscape features, rather than on concepts and approaches. Although he remained keenly interested in the demand for linguistic precision in geographical teaching and research, the credit for establishing that line of service must go to others such as G.R. Crone (1899–1982), L.D. Stamp (1898–1966) and F.J. Monkhouse (1914–1975) and less directly to the percipient Mill.

Highway into Spain and The Letters of F.W. Ludwig Leiahhardt, especially the latter, belong to a literary persona that was never far beneath the surface and dominated in later life. Neither has received much detailed attention from the geography fraternity; each offers insights into Aurousseau’s personality and his involvement with geography. Highway exhibits an enviable receptivity to people in landscapes which drew great praise in some quarters—for instance the Spanish philosopher-author Miguel de unamuno is said to have welcomed its ‘friendly justice’—yet his focused curiosity accommodated a blinkered acceptance of a notoriously repressive regime. Birtles writes ‘...he took it as he found it. A man interested in politics might have made the journey and also written justly about Spain but he might quite conceivably have felt hostile’. Now that was neither ‘neutrality’ nor ‘tolerance’ as we choose to conceive them. Aurousseau was peculiarly apolitical, or at any rate he usually ignored or scorned political issues. Some critics may have considered him well suited to the ‘value-free’ realm of onomastics—thus displaying their own heavy blinkers.

In addition, if Aurousseau has been forgotten by today’s academic geographers, the fault may be traced, firstly, to his lone wolf role and his ‘departure’ into the humanities when geography was racing towards the social sciences and earth sciences; and secondly to his location outside the formal teaching arena, which simultaneously affected his own orientation to scholarship and the identification and evaluation of his published works by his contemporaries. Given the present reflexive mood, the tenacious single-mindedness which characterized Aurousseau’s long career may soon win a re-appraisal. Therefore it seems proper to repeat the cautionary note that, in content and approach, his published material is highly valued beyond the confines of academic geography. That is undoubtedly true of his dedicated work on Leichhardt: the international, inter-disciplinary acclaim won by The Letters included no large caveats. Certainly, those elegant volumes deserve to be studied by geographers espousing ‘humanistic’ allegiances. In an interesting way they continue to occupy the interface between geography, history and literature: Aurourseau found it a satisfying frontier.
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