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FOREWORD BY VUSI VINCENT MATEBULA

The greatest longing in our walk with God is intimacy. It does not just happen because one is longing for it, but it's usually born out of difficulties. This is exactly what Thandazile went through. Talk about rejection, she has seen it all. Thank God, none of what she has experienced killed her, as this book is her testimony

While everyone thought she was broken, they were surprised to see her broken pieces come together. Indeed, her burial was only meant to be temporary. God was not yet done with her. She emerged from her wilderness with no option but to begin to explore the possibilities of divine help.

Her journey began, and soon she found out that God did not only want to repair her but to be close to her. It was only when she learnt to enjoy God’s presence that she realized that indeed, in His presence, there is fullness of joy.

The author carefully pens down an emotional story of how she was rejected by her parents and everyone around her. It was these rejections that paved the way for her into the presence of the Divine Master that birthed this book. You will never regret having this book. The reality is that we all need to experience a journey into the heart of God

(Vusi Vincent Matebula is an ordained minister, author, publisher, motivational speaker, Evangelism Explosion Fieldworker, National Director of Leadership International (BLTC) in South Africa based in Pretoria)

March 2025
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PREFACE

This book was not born out of a desire to teach or preach. It results from my journey—a journey marked by extreme loneliness, betrayal, and rejection. I have walked through seasons of pain that left me questioning my worth and my place in this world.

There were moments when life seemed unbearable. Rejection, betrayal, and failure were my constant companions. This rejection extended to my relationships with friends and even my church community, leaving them in ruins. The isolation was overwhelming, and there were moments when I questioned whether I would ever emerge from the darkness.

Every opportunity seemed to slip through my fingers, and every relationship crumbled before it could blossom.

But in the midst of my despair, I found God. Or rather, He found me. When everyone else turned away, His love remained constant. When I had no one to talk to, He became my closest friend. When the enemy whispered lies of unworthiness, God reminded me that I am fearfully and wonderfully made (*Psalm 139:14*).

This book is my testimony of God’s faithfulness. It is an invitation to anyone who feels alone, misunderstood, or abandoned to experience the intimacy and joy that can only be found in Him.

The process of writing this book has been one of healing and discovery. Through it, I have come to see my pain not as punishment but as preparation—a way for God to reveal His power and purpose in my life.
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INTRODUCTION

THE JOURNEY TO INTIMACY WITH GOD

The journey to intimacy with God often begins in the wilderness. For me, it started with rejection - first from my family, when my mother revealed a prophecy that I would not participate in ancestral worship. "My ancestors told me," she said.

I faced battles that were both physical and spiritual. The spirits of *emadloti* sought to reclaim me, using every means to break my faith. At the same time, the enemy worked through people, circumstances, and even my thoughts to convince me that God had abandoned me.

By God’s grace, it was in those moments, when I turned to God - not because I understood His plans, but because I had no one else. What began as desperate cries for help became the foundation of a deep and intimate relationship. God became my confidant, my counsellor, and my closest friend.

God reveals Himself most powerfully in my wilderness. In my solitude, I learned to hear His voice. In my weakness, I discovered His strength. And in my pain, I found His love.

I never intended to write a book. But as I spent time in His presence, I felt a stirring in my spirit - a call to share my story. This book is the result of that call. It is a testament to the power of God to transform even the most broken lives.

This book is not just about my story—it is about the God who carried me through. It is about His unchanging faithfulness,
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His unwavering love, and His desire to draw each of us into an intimate relationship with Him.

If you are facing your own wilderness today, I want to remind you: You are not alone. The God who walked with me through my darkest hours is the same God who longs to walk with you.

If you feel forgotten, abandoned, or unworthy, this book is for you. It is therefore my prayer that through these pages, you discover the God who loves you unconditionally and wants to walk with you in every season of life. As you read, may you find hope, healing, and the courage to embrace intimacy with Him. I hope that as you read, you will be encouraged to seek a deeper relationship with Him.
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THEWILDERNESS
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Pain has a way of isolating us. It strips away the comforts we once leaned on and leaves us alone with questions we can’t seem to answer. That was my reality. Rejection, betrayal, and failure became the defining patterns of my life, and with each passing day, I felt more alone.

The enemy is a master at using isolation to destroy us. He whispers lies that convince us we are unworthy, unloved, and forgotten. I heard those lies often: “You’re a failure. Nobody cares about you. Even God has abandoned you.”

These lies took root in my heart. My circumstances only seemed to confirm them. Doors closed before they could even open. Friendships crumbled, leaving me questioning my worth. Every attempt to explain my struggles to others seemed to backfire, making me look like the problem. Eventually, I stopped explaining. I stopped hoping. And yet, deep down, I held onto a sliver of faith.

Rejection From My Family and Spiritual Opposition

Born into a family where ancestral worship was deeply rooted, standing up for what I believed in was a monumental challenge.

My battle began the day my mother revealed a prophecy that I would not be participating in ancestral worship. The spirits of *emadloti* (ancestral spirits) were angered. From that

[image: image]

moment, a battle ensued in my life—one that I did not fully understand as a young Christian. I paid the price for being chosen by God to worship Him and Him alone.

The spirits of *emadloti* in our culture — rebelled against this calling. They manipulated events in my life to torment me, using every means to draw me away from God. At the same time, my parents struggled to accept the revelation, believing that my suffering could only end if I turned back to ancestral worship.

I became a target of hostility, rejection, and hatred—not just from my parents but from the spiritual realm as well. Every failure and every disappointment seemed to carry the weight of their anger. I was told that unless I renounced God and surrendered to *emadloti*, my suffering would never end.

The Weight of Isolation

Rejection doesn’t just wound; it isolates. My relationships became strained as people distanced themselves from me.

After high school, nothing worked out for me. Despite my prayers, fasting, and tears, every door to further my education or secure stable employment was slammed shut. I watched my classmates and siblings progress—graduating, finding jobs, starting families — while I became the laughingstock. People mocked me, asking, “Where is your God? Why doesn’t He help you?”

Each time I secured a job or opportunity, it would mysteriously crumble. Even those who tried to support me would abruptly withdraw, often after a sudden argument or misunderstanding that I couldn’t explain. The spirits ensured I remained isolated, painting me as the villain in every situation.
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I cannot explain how I survived. All I know is that God sustained me. Though He seemed silent, He kept me from ending my life. His presence, though invisible, kept my faith alive.

Rejection and God's Intervention

The rejection extended even to my church. I was judged, isolated, and humiliated by people I thought would understand. A church member once told me that associating with me would tarnish her reputation. Her words pierced my heart, and I stopped attending church altogether.

It was then that God drew me closer. He became my refuge, my confidant, my only source of comfort. As Psalm 34:18 says, “The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” I felt His loving arms wrapping around me as I poured out my pain

These moments cut deeply. I began to wonder if there was something inherently wrong with me. Why was I so hard to love? Why was my life such a source of shame?

I remember praying one night, overwhelmed by the weight of my circumstances. Through my tears, I asked God, “Why do You allow this? Don’t You see my pain?” The silence that followed was deafening. But even in the silence, God was there.

Clinging to God Through the Darkness

Despite the rejection and loneliness, I couldn’t let go of God. There was something about His presence that kept me alive—even when it felt distant. Suicidal thoughts often plagued my mind, offering what seemed like an escape from the pain. But every time I reached my breaking point, God intervened.
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I didn’t understand why He allowed the suffering, but I knew He was sustaining me. It was His unseen hand that kept me from making permanent decisions


The Enemy’s Lies vs. God’s Truth




Hope in the Wilderness






	Have you ever felt abandoned or rejected by others? How did it affect your relationship with God?

	What lies has the enemy whispered to you about your worth and identity?

	How can you invite God into your wilderness today?


Prayer:







GOD'S ’FAITHFULNESS



God’s Silent Interventions





Moments of Divine Protection




The Faithful God Who Sees Me









Lessons From the Waiting Season




God’s Provision in Unexpected Ways





Hope for the Journey Ahead





	How has God shown His faithfulness in your life, even in small ways?

	Are there doors that have closed in your life that might have been God’s protection?

	What does it mean to you that God sees you, even when others don’t?



Prayer:
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