
		
			[image: It's_All_About_Him_Large_Front_RGB.jpg]
		

	
		
			IT’S ALL ABOUT HIM

			Barbara White Hege

			New Harbor Press

			RAPID CITY, SD

		

	
		
			Copyright © 2022 Barbara White Hege

			All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests, write to the publisher, addressed “Attention: Permissions Coordinator,” at the address below.

			Hege/New HarborPress

			1601 Mt. Rushmore Rd, Ste 3288

			Rapid City, SD 57701

			www.newharborpress.com

			Ordering Information:

			Quantity sales. Special discounts are available on quantity purchases by corporations, associations, and others. For details, contact the “Special Sales Department” at the address above.

			It’s All About Him/Barbara White Hege. -- 1st ed.

		

	
		
			Contents

			His Sufficiency

			Acceptance

			Speaking Truth

			Joy

			Witnessing

			Unforgiveness

			Joy of the Lord

			Legalism

			Living a New Life in Him

			Be Encouraged 

			Sacrifice of Thanksgiving and Praise

			The Blame Game

			Sin is Sin

			Jesus

			That Good Part

			The Last Days

			Praying for Loved Ones

			Salvation Works or Free Gift?

			Show Forth His Praise

			Wait on the Lord

			Gifts of the Spirit

			Faith or Fear

			Judgment for Christians

			Meditation

			Choose Joy

			Delighting Self in the Lord 

			Family

			Trinity

			Fulfilment

			Pray for One Another

			When the Wicked Prosper

			God for Us

		

		
			• Chapter 1 •

			His Sufficiency

			In these pages, we read about our great God, Who is sufficient for our every need, sufficient for our growth in grace and knowledge of Him and to begin to become the person He wants us to be. He gives us His Holy Spirit and His Word to teach and enable us.

			There is never a time or a situation when He is not sufficient. He is all we need today, tomorrow and forever more.

			He does not always make life easy, but He makes it doable. He is the master of any storm that arises in our life. He is with us to help us; to lead us. We just need to be available to Him as our Lord and Savior, always seeking Him and His will in our heart and life. When we do this, we have these wonderful promises from Him.

			He will never leave us nor forsake us. Hebrews 13:5. 

			He is the friend that sticks closer than a brother. Proverbs 18:24 

			He is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble. Psalm 46:1 

			His grace is sufficient for our every need and His strength made perfect in our weakness. 2nd Corinthians 12:9. 

			He will direct our paths. Proverbs 3:6

			He loves us with an everlasting love. Jeremiah 31:3

			He is our Shepherd and provides our needs. Psalm 23:1

			He is our peace ‘that passes all understanding.…Philippians 4:7: “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Romans 1:7: “To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ”. 1st Corinthians 1:3; 2nd Corinthians 1:2; Ephesians 1:2, and Galatians 1:3; Colossians 1;2, and Philippians 1:2 all speak of grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

			Ephesians 2:14: “For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us”. Great and precious promises of peace for us who are His. 

			He gives us rest. Matthew 11:29:  “Come unto me, all ye who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.”

			James 1:7 “Every good and perfect gift is from above and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” Hear what this verse is saying. All these gifts are from our loving God. May we never take these ‘gifts’ for granted. May we give all praise, honor, and glory to the Father of lights, Who loves us with an everlasting love and gave His only begotten Son, that we might have forgiveness of our sin and have eternal life. Thank you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

			• Chapter 2 •

			Acceptance

			I think most of us would say this past year plus has not been an easy time. It has so changed life as we know it. Although, I thank God He was and still is in control. During this time, we were not and are not left on our own. We have Him in the person of the Holy Spirit, His Word and promises to keep, strengthen and uphold us.

			As I thought on this, I remembered the Serenity Prayer where the writer asks for the serenity to accept the things he cannot change and the wisdom to know the difference. And I realized how important that is to each of us in our daily life and especially during this time. We are facing something we cannot change, and as always in a situation like this, the best thing one can do is accept it and make the best of it. Is that always easy? No. But it can be done as we look to our Lord Jesus.

			First, we need to admit the fact that we can do nothing to change the situation. Accept it – and trust God to see us through. He never fails. We may, and will, but He never does.

			Even though I was not aware of it at the time, I believe God instilled this principle in me at a very early age. When facing something you’ve done all you can do to change, but find you can’t change it, then accept that fact and go on and do the best you can to make every day as good as possible.

			Due to this, I only remember once in my life being in a situation in which I silently made the statement: “I can’t stand this”. Immediately, the answer came (in my mind or spirit), “You have to.” That settled it. The strength I needed came just as the answer did. I could and did ‘stand it - not on my own, but through the help of the Holy Spirit.

			That principle is also stated in Acts 9:5 when Paul was told “It is hard for you to kick against the pricks”. In other words, he was making it difficult for himself in not accepting the truth of Jesus Christ and fighting against Him. He, (Jesus Christ), is most definitely a fact that cannot be changed. And Paul was making it difficult for himself by fighting against Him. Isn’t that what we so often do? We keep fighting and seeking to change a situation that we cannot change. So there needs to come the time when we accept it; go on and do the best we can.

			As stated in the beginning, even with acceptance, it isn’t always all that easy. But, knowing God; being in His Word; and concentrating on Him and the many things we have for which to be thankful will sustain and keep us. He is ever faithful.

			Also, during this time, I have written two books. The third one, I found that, instead of going through a publisher, I could have it printed through a company who would do it in 48 hours, instead of the six months or more that a publisher takes. I did this, but now believe it may have been a mistake. I’m afraid I was in a hurry and failed to really seek God’s wisdom. But I am so thankful we serve a God Who is greater than our mistakes.

			I actually thought at that time that it would be my last book to write. But God had other things in mind and I soon found myself doing another book. I did go through a publisher this time and the book is now published. It is titled “Water from the Well”. It is also the first time a publisher has asked me for an endorsement of my book. And I’m so blessed and excited that my friend, Matt Queen did that for me.

			Did writing these two books help me during this time of being ‘shut-in’? Yes, and no. I am and was so blessed that God gave the ability to do them. But everything did not always go well, and sometimes I felt I was fighting a battle. So many things went wrong, and it was so easy to get frustrated with those many things. Sometimes I would go back and find that a paragraph from one chapter was now in an entirely different chapter. How did that happen? I have no idea. I just know that it did. I did a lot of praying and often I would have to just walk away from the computer for awhile. There were other things, also, but that one was the most unbelievable. Regardless of how and why they happened, God saw me through. I could never have done any of this without Him. I suppose I could never say this enough: He is ever faithful. He never ever fails. All praise, honor and glory are His and His alone.

			• Chapter 3 •

			Speaking Truth

			Have you ever heard the expression that goes something like “If you don’t stand for something, you’ll fall for anything”? This statement has much truth in it. In today’s world, we see so much of this. Some want to ignore all that’s happening as our freedoms, such as obeying God and His Word, are slowly being taken away. They want to just concentrate on the positive and ignore the truth of what is happening in our world. Please don’t take this as my being a negative person. I am all for positivism. But burying our head in the sand and ignoring all that’s happening in the world is not positivism. It’s ignoring the scripture, for instance, in Ephesians that states “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.” That doesn’t sound as if we should ignore what is happening in our world, does it? Does it sound as if we just give up? No, we are not to ignore. Instead we are told to “put on the whole armor of God. that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” We are to stand strongly in the Lord, for the Lord, and against these evils. We are to be ‘praying always with all perseverance and supplication for all saints’. Ephesians 6.

			Just recently, I heard this saying” “I like that you always try to find the good in everything, but that fantasy is preventing you from standing up for what is right”. There is so much truth in that statement. I, too, like it when we try to find good in everything, but, at the same time, we should realize that, as much as we desire it, there is NOT good in everything. Some things are just evil. The Bible declares them so. There is much evil in this world and there is never ever any good in evil. Sometimes we just have to say this is evil per God and His Word. We won’t be liked by some when we do this. But we are to please God and not man. We need to always stand firmly and strongly with God for and on His holy Word. 

			Romans 1:18 “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.” We need to remember there is no good in, nor any good to come from the ungodliness and unrighteousness of man.

			I’ve said it before and it bears repeating. We are called to be light in a dark, dark world. Light never covers. Light always exposes. We cannot be light if our head is buried in the sand and we ignore all that is happening in our world. The same is with love. Standing against these evils has everything to do with love - first of all, love for God, Who named it sin, and also agape love and prayer for the ones committing sin. Love doesn’t cover or hide. It warns of the judgment to come unless there is repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Love also always prays for open hearts to see, hear, and obey. 

			The invitation is to all who will come. John 7:37 “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.” John 8:36 “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”

			God would have us to always speak the truth in love and with much prayer. 

			Food for Thought

			Did you know that in one sense tomorrow never comes? Because when it gets here, it will be today. Live in today! “This (today) is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it.” (Parenthesis mine.)

			• Chapter 4 •

			Joy

			What is a missionary? It is one who spread the glorious light of the gospel of Jesus Christ….good news to those who walk in darkness. We may not be missionaries in the truest sense, but we can be light where we are. Have you ever seen a Christian when something goes wrong and they are so defeated? That should not happen to us since we have the power of God living within us. Pain, death of loved ones, difficult situations, etc. (and these will surely come), but we can be overcomers even during these times. We can be light in these trying times through the Holy Spirit. He will enable us to smile through the tears and reflect Him.

			James 1:2-3 “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers (various) temptations; knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.” So often, we are told something similar to this verse which tells us to count trials as joy. For instance, when we are told to thank God all things. Again, we need to remember we are not told to ‘feel’ joy. We are told to count it as joy. Why? Because the trial of our faith works patience. But how can we do that? This is not an easy thing to do when feelings abound. Isaiah 40:29 tell us “He giveth power to the faint, and to them that have no might He increaseth strength.” We are never alone when these things come. God/Holy Spirit will give us the strength and/or power needed to obey. But we have to make that choice.

			It is another instance of our will to either obey or disobey God. We ignore how we feel and choose to obey God. We know we can trust God with whatever the situation is or may be. We can always count it as joy because we know God is somehow working good out of it. 

			We find the same principle when we are told to love our enemies and do good to those who mistreat us. We are not being told to ‘feel’ love, but to choose to love in and through our actions. We also see this principle again for the third time when we are told to thank God for everything. And I repeat– we are not being told to ‘feel’ thankful, but choose to thank God Who is in control; Who is with us; Who will strengthen and sustain us; and is working all things ‘for good to those who love Him

			
			
			
			
			
					If we want to find something, what do we do? We look for it, don’t we? We need to look for joy in the ordinary times and in the most difficult times. 

					We need to learn to smile even in those most difficult times. Have you ever thought about how a smile ‘feels’ so much better than a frown? I might add that it looks so much better, too! 

					“Set your mind on things above and not on things of this world”, and you will definitely smile. Thinking on God and all that awaits us will most certainly cause our heart to smile. A little poem I wrote years ago: Capture a smile, put it on your face; spread it around all over the place; carry it with you wherever you go; and you’ll never have a face that looks like sour dough.

					Such things as paying bills, cleaning bathroom commode, etc. are necessary, but they don’t need to rob us of our joy. First of all, we can be thankful that we have the money to pay our bills. We can be thankful we have a bathroom commode to clean. Listen to gospel music or something that makes your heart glad, and raises your heart in praise and worship to our wonderful God. Talk to God and thank Him for many things we do have for which to be thankful. 

					Remember there is always, always something or many things for which to be thankful. Don’t allow the difficulties of life rob you of the ‘joy of the Lord’. Determine to be joyful regardless of circumstances. I’ve used this verse so many times, and here it is again: Philippians 4:8: “Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are honest, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, think on these things.” Learn to control your thoughts and think on God, His goodness to us; His Word, and all he has given us through Jesus Christ. We have so many, many things for which to be thankful and give praise to Him.

					Did you know we are to rejoice even in sorrow and tragedy? We may or will weep, yes, but not without hope. God understands our grief. The Bible tells us that Jesus wept at Lazarus’ grave. He knows; He understands. One of the first things God brought to my mind when my half-sister was killed in a drive-by shooting was that God knew all about our grief, for He had watched His Son die on a cross. He knows; He understands. Death, illness, and pain were never God’s intention for His people. It all began back in the Garden of Eden when Eve and Adam committed the first sin. But, even so, God gives us a way and the strength to get through these times through the power of His Holy Spirit Who lives within us. This fact should bring us great joy. He is with us and in us. Does this mean will never cry? Not at all. Illnesses, tragedies, pain, the loss of a loved one, etc. will certainly bring us to tears. But, if we make the decision to trust God in the midst of all these things and count our many blessings, then we will have reason to go on. Regardless of circumstances, it is still ‘the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it’. Choose to rejoice! God is still on the throne. He is our source of strength, perseverance, comfort and whatever our need may be. There is no pain, sorrow, or tragedy that He is not able to carry us through. And He will certainly do that very thing if we look to Him for the strength we need to persevere even in the worst situations. Nehemiah 8:10:”….’for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” We only experience the joy of the Lord as we walk in obedience to Him and His Word.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					To be obedient to Him and His Word.

					Because He either willed or allowed this to come to us. He is sovereign. His is Lord over whatever our situation may be. 

					Because we can trust Him to work good out of any situation, regardless of how painful and/or difficult. 

					Because in our darkest days, He is still God. In our darkest days, He is with us and in us. He can lift us out of the lowest valley to the highest mountaintop as we walk in obedience to Him and His Word.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
					Wife – submit to your husband.

					Wife – be subject to your husband.

			

			
					Husband – love your wife as Christ loved the church and gave Himself for her. 

					Husband – take responsibility for her as Christ did for the church.

					Husband – love her as you love your own body….nourish and cherish her as you would your own body and as the Lord does the church.

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

		
			
			

		

	OEBPS/image/It's_All_About_Him_Large_Front_RGB.jpg
BARBARA WHITE HEGE





