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1.  ​Foreword 
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Why The Broken USA?: What Went Wrong? Is American democracy broken beyond repair?

What are the prescriptions of past presidents Clinton and Obama?

And what are Trump's remedies?
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2.  ​Broken Dreams?
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During Trump's unofficial presidential campaigns in 2011, he stated that the country was "fast becoming a country of broken dreams" and he positioned himself as the only one who could fix it. 

But he later decided not to run in that year because Obama was riding high on the successful killing of the 9/11 terrorism leader Bin Laden in Pakistan.

Obama then made the serious mistake of not ending the long Afghan war soon after, and the terrible war then dragged on for 10 more years.
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3.  ​Broken Again!
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Trump then joined the presidential race in 2016 against Hilary Clinton.

Trump repeatedly claimed during his 2016 campaign that the USA was “broken” or “a mess” under Obama, pointing to issues like the economy, healthcare, immigration, and foreign policy. 

Trump cleverly used his signature election campaign slogan of MAGA, Make America Great Again, to great advantage.

The end result was of course the two non-sequential Trump's US presidency from 2017.

Quite obviously, Americans largely agreed with Trump's assessment of the broken USA under both Obama and Biden.

But, just a little over a year after Trump started his second term as US president from 2025, and in the midst of the unnecessary Iran war, the question of broken US policies has again come to the fore.
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4.  ​Warnings
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Former US president Obama has previously referred to the US immigration system as "fundamentally broken". He cited decades of porous borders and a stalled path to legal status for millions of undocumented residents as evidence. He frequently commented that US political culture and Washington’s legislative process were broken.

Obama explicitly stated that America's "political system is broken" and requires fixing. He blamed a "splintered media" for "broken politics”.

And recently, there have been more stark warnings about American decay from both former presidents Obama and Bill Clinton.
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5.  ​Obama 
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In a May 2026 Late Show interview, Obama warned against the politicization of the justice system and advocated for codifying presidential norms.

He then separately told The New Yorker that the USA risks "catastrophic global damage". 

The former president also expressed concern over the erosion of the US's international leadership.
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6.  ​The Obama Paradox?
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Former President Obama occupies a place in history as the USA's first African-American president. 

But while his election would seem to signal that American society has overcome its past history of horrible racial discrimination and tension, Americans' views of race relations have become far less harmonious during Obama's tenure in office.

More Americans over the eight years of Obama presidency came to believe that Obama's election and his presidency made race relations "worse" in the USA rather than better, with polls of 22% in 2009 and 46% in 2016. This represented a sharp increase of unfavourable opinion over the very essence of his presidency.

This can only mean a stark US voters' regret over his election as USA president.

What can be more damning of American democracy than that?
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7.  ​More Polarized?
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Obama has said many times before he left office, including in his last State of the Union address, that he regretted making no progress in reducing the divisiveness that has come to define American politics since at least the Bush Jr presidency. 

Indeed, this lack of public confidence in political (and other) institutions helped contribute to Trump's victory, based on his positioning as a change candidate who consistently derided many US government institutions as ineffective or corrupt. 
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8.  ​Mistake?
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So, ironically, did Obama's election enable and usher in the highly disruptive and consequential Trump's presidency?

That was precisely Obama's unfortunate legacy and the incredible folly of the American Democrats.

Dare we say that Obama was the greatest mistake of American democracy?
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9.  ​Clinton 
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In early 2026, Bill Clinton issued sharp warnings about the state of the US government and its foreign policy.

Clinton warned that "something in our democratic system has broken down," specifically citing military actions taken without meaningful congressional authorization. 

He described the country as facing "mounting institutional strain," arguing that the US is "drifting further into punitive spectacle" rather than strengthening its democracy.

Following the civil unrest and controversial federal actions in Minneapolis, Clinton stated, "If we give our freedoms away after 250 years, we might never get them back".
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