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It comes time for BTS Jeon Jungkook to report for his mandatory military enlistment. His girlfriend of two years is devastated when she hears the news of his enlistment into the Korean military. She's not too sure if she can handle eighteen months away from him and makes a decision that could cost her relationship with Jungkook, but it is a risk she is willing to take for the man she loves. Found out what Jungkook's girlfriend would do for love.
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Dedicated to

JEON JUNGKOOK

I want to dedicate this book to Jungkook. When I first met him two years ago, I had no idea the adventures he would take me on. He is everything you see him to be; kind, gentle, funny, sweet, caring, loving, amazing, talented and extremely intelligent. But the one word that describes him best is awesome. He is truly a very special man. He is an old soul in a young man. 

While he is in the military, we all miss him. So when I suggested writing this book, he was all for it. It would give his readers something from him while he is away fulfilling his military obligation. 

I am very grateful to him for allowing me this opportunity. We hope readers will enjoy our book as much as we enjoyed writing it. This is our gift to you!
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CHAPTER ONE
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“Min Gi, have you lost your mind? You can’t do this. What if you get caught? Please...stop!” Min Kye Yo screamed at her friend.

“Will you stop screaming at me. I will be fine. I have to do this. I can’t live without him for eighteen months,” Min Gi grabbed her friend’s hands. 

Min Gi laid her head on top of their hands. She wanted her friend to understand the depth of the pain she was in. She hadn’t been able to stop crying since Jungkook had told her he would be enlisting into the military in December. Min Gi knew he would have to go sooner or later but she wasn’t prepared for it to be sooner.

She would never forget the night after Jungkook’s announcement. He came and picked her up to take her to their secret meeting place to try and calm her down. After he dropped her back home, she knew she couldn’t be away from him for eighteen months. Jungkook was her whole world. She cried herself to sleep that night with tears flowing into her pillow and each night since finding out. There were times when she couldn’t breathe because her sobbing was so intense.

Min Gi considered herself to be the luckiest girl in the world to be dating Jungkook of BTS. When he had chosen her to be his girlfriend, she had pinched herself for days because she couldn’t believe it. Jungkook was so good to her that she hadn’t been able to stop herself from falling in love with him. There would never be anyone else for her...never.

Jeon Jungkook is the sweetest, gentlest and caring man she had ever known in her life. She loved being his best kept secret. No one knew that they had been dating for almost two years. Min Gi wasn’t even able to wear the engagement ring he had given her when he had proposed to her. She kept the ring in her jewelry drawer. Occasionally she would pull the ring box out and put the ring on her finger.

She would never forget the night when Jungkook got back from his trip to Qatar. She missed him so much the whole time he was gone. They spent his free time from practicing for performing the World Cup Series opening all week by talking on the phone. To her, it was the most precious time with him because she was so afraid when he left that he would be too busy that he wouldn’t be free to spend any time with her. But he had promised he would make time to spend with her and he had kept that promise.

He called her before the performance, “You will watch me perform, won’t you?”

“I will be watching you. I promise,” Min Gi told him.

“It is my first time to perform away from my brothers,” he shared with her. “I am very nervous I will make a mistake.”

Min Gi wished she was there with him, “You are so full of talent. You are the most energetic and charismatic person I know. Don’t think about the possibility of making mistakes. Concentrate on your singing and dancing, you will do it perfectly. And think of me watching you.”

“Thank you, you will always be my biggest fan. I will be performing for you,” Jungkook told her.

“Knock him dead, my wonderful love.” Min Gi cheered him on.

“I’ll call you as soon as I am through, I promise.” Jungkook smooched a kiss at her over the phone. “I love you, sweetheart.”

Min Gi sent a kiss back to him, “I love you, Jungkook.”

Not thirty minutes after performing for the World Cup, he had fulfilled his promise to call her. He was so happy with his performance and she was happy to share in his enthusiasm. He told her he would see her the next day when he got back from Qatar. He wanted her to know that he had bought her a present.

Min Gi was excited when he handed her the gift and told her to open it. Her heart leaped into her throat when she saw the ring box. But she couldn’t let herself think it was an engagement ring. They had only been dating for three months so it was impossible for it to be an engagement ring.

She had forgotten how he could surprise her with some of the gifts he had given her. Could this be the biggest surprise gift of all. So when she opened the box and saw the beautiful engagement ring, she couldn’t say a word to him. She stood there with her mouth open in utter amazement at his gift. She knew she had to be dreaming, they hadn’t even talked about marriage yet.

“I can see by the look on your face that you’re surprised. I know we haven’t been dating that long but I know you are the only woman I will ever love. Do you like it?” He took the ring out of the box, “Will you marry me, Min Gi?”

Min Gi didn’t hesitate, “Yes, I will marry you, Jungkook.”

He gently put the ring on her finger, “You know we have to keep this a secret. When our schedules settle down then we will announce our relationship. I want the whole world to know that I am engaged to you.”

He had picked her up and swung around in a circle. She was dizzy from being swung around and with being in love with the most wonderful man on the planet. He stopped swinging and took the back of her head to draw her in for a long kiss. She let herself go to enjoy the warmth of his embrace. There would never be anyone else for her. She kissed him to show him just how much she truly loved him. At that moment, nothing could shatter her happiness with Jungkook.

But right now her heart was breaking because time had slipped by and he was going to be enlisting into the military. She had to find a way to get her best friend to understand that she had to do this. She didn’t care about the risks that she would be taking. Min Gi had made up her mind and not even her best friend or her parents could talk her out of it.

“Please help me do this, Kye Yo. Please,” Min Gi’s tears ran down her friend’s hands.

“I can’t help you. I know you are in a lot of pain but the eighteen months will be over before you know it,” Min Kye Yo pulled her hands away from her best friend.

They had been inseparable since they had met in first grade of elementary school. If you went looking for one of them, you were going to always find them together. After becoming friends, they would do everything together. They wore the same color hair ribbon in their hair and made matching bracelets out of elastic rope and beads. They both loved stuffed animals especially ducks so they had bought matching ones to clip on their backpacks for school.

When they became interested in boys they had only one rule...they would never fall for the same guy. When the boy band of BTS came out, Min Gi knew she wanted to be with Jungkook. The girls went to every BTS concert when the group was in Seoul. In 2022 when BTS gave their concert in Busan, the girls had traveled there to go to the concert.

That night had been special because Jungkook got them tickets to be right up front in the audience and bought their plane tickets to fly to Busan. He had even paid for their hotel room so they would be able to see each other after the concert. Min Gi would never forget the way Jungkook had looked at her that night during the concert. They were lucky that no one in the audience had noticed the smile and wink he had flashed at her when he got close to her.

Min Gi began to cry again just thinking about that night on the beach after the concert. They had snuck out of the hotel so they could spend some time alone and went walking on the beach. As they were running and laughing on the beach they felt like they were the only two people on the planet. Her mind immediately went to the conversation they had shared that night in Busan.

“I have my claws in you and I am never going to let you go,” Min Gi laughed.

Jungkook joined in her laughter, “Ok, cat’s claws or tiger’s?”

“So I can hold onto you forever...I think a tiger’s claws will work nicely. But don’t worry you are safe with these claws.”

He squeezed her tighter in his arms, “Min Gi, give me your heart and you won’t have to use your claws to hold onto me.”

“You already have my heart. You have since the moment I laid eyes on you,” she smiled at him.

“Why me? Why not one of the other guys?” Jungkook curiously asked her.

She pursed her lips and looked at him, “It’s your eyes. When I looked at your eyes the very first time, I felt such a warm feeling come over me. I wanted your eyes to notice me, to see me, to want me. I knew if I could get you to look at me, I could have you.”

“You have a lot of confidence in yourself, don’t you?” Jungkook laughed.

“Where you are concerned, I can do anything,” Min Gi told him.

He leaned over and kissed her gently on the lips. They had kissed a thousand times before that night but for some reason, that kiss was the sweetest one of all. When they were able to break away from their kiss, it took several minutes for them to catch their breath. But just as soon as they had, Jungkook kissed her again. Each kiss took her breath away.

They finally made their way back to their hotel rooms right before dawn. Min Gi would never forget that night and kept those precious memories tucked away in her heart. The very same heart, she had given him the second she had fallen in love with him. Jungkook had promised to always protect her heart.

That heart was being shattered into a billion pieces with the thought of Jungkook going into the military.  She didn’t want to go that long without him. How could she even go one hundred days before his first leave without seeing him smile at her? She knew he would call her every chance that he could, but it wasn’t enough.

Min Gi spent hours going through the internet to see if there was a job opening at the base. If she worked there then she would be able to see him all the time. But there weren’t any jobs available for women at the military bases in Korea. At this point she would do anything to be close to Jungkook.

“Please, Kye Yo. I need your help.”

Kye Yo closed her eyes so she wouldn’t have to watch her friend beg her to do something that would end up getting her best friend in trouble. Now if only she could close her ears also. What her friend was asking her to do could end up getting the both of them thrown in prison for years. Kye Yo wanted to scream so loud that it would bring the house down around them and stop her friend from asking the impossible from her. How could her best friend come up with such a foolhardy plan? Was Jungkook really worth that much to her?

Kye Yo sighed heavily, “Ok. I am going to help you. I just want you to know that you have lost your ever-loving mind.”

“I know I have,” Min Gi swiped at the tears on her cheeks. “Thank you so much. I promise, everything will be ok.”

“You can’t promise me that because there are so many things that could go wrong with your plan,” Kye Yo walked over and sat down on her bed.

Min Gi went over and sat beside her friend, “I know there is a huge risk I am taking but I have to do this.”

“Why? Are you afraid after eighteen months he will forget about you? If that is a possibility then take this opportunity to leave him,” Kye Yo knew she was talking into the wind. Her best friend would never leave Jungkook, he would have to leave her first. That didn’t seem to be going to happen anytime soon.

Min Kye Yo thought back to the moment when her friend had first met Jungkook in person. She knew Min Gi had a serious crush on Jungkook from the very beginning when the BTS members had been revealed. Min Gi claimed then that she was going to marry Jeon Jungkook someday. Kye Yo had laughed and told her it would be impossible.

But Min Gi had proven that nothing was impossible to her. She knew with everything she was that Jungkook was the man of her dreams. Kye Yo worried sometimes that Jungkook’s agency was going to charge her best friend with stalking their band member. When Kim Min Gi told her they were going to join the same gym Jungkook went to work out, she knew then her best friend would end up in jail for stalking.

Especially when she asked her trainer if she could help with Jungkook’s boxing workout. Min Gi knew it was a longshot to ask him for a chance to spar with Jungkook but it was a chance she had to take. Min Gi always had an interest in boxing and when she found out that Jeon Jungkook loved boxing, her love for the sport grew. She was willing to do anything to become Jungkook’s girlfriend.

Kye Yo stood their stunned when the trainer told her friend that he would mention her to Jungkook. He let Min Gi know it would ultimately be the young man’s decision to spar with her or not. Kye Yo knew her best friend well enough that she would try anything to get close to him to meet him.

Min Kye Yo knew at that point her friend would do whatever it took to have Jungkook in her life. Min Gi was never going to be satisfied with just watching him in videos or at his concerts. But what scared Kye Yo the most was the possibility of Jeon Jungkook not wanting anything to do with her best friend. She really didn’t know how Min Gi would handle the rejection. She was sure at this point, her best friend was totally and completely in love with the youngest member of BTS.

Kye Yo’s fear then was nothing compared to the fear that she felt now. Her best friend was being insane with her foolish plan but she was even crazier to help her to put her plan in motion. She knew if she told Min Gi’s parents what she was planning to do, her best friend would never forgive her. Kye Yo wasn’t willing to lose her best friend but was she willing to go to prison for her.

“I am wondering how Jungkook is going to take this, Min Gi. What if you lose him? Can you accept that possibility with this scheme of yours?” Kye Yo had to try one more time to talk her friend out of this idiotic plan of hers.

Min Gi closed her eyes, “It’s a chance I have to take. I love him so very much and the thought of even one day without him makes me sick to my stomach.”

“Min Gi, you have completely lost your mind. Any normal girl would sit and wait for him to get out of the military,” Kye Yo told her best friend.

“Since when have I ever been a normal girl? I will be fine. Everything will be ok...I promise.”

Kye Yo bowed her head in submission to her friend’s plan, “Alright. I will get everything ready for you. By the way, what are you going to tell your parents?”

“Don’t worry about them. I have everything planned out. They won’t have anything to be concerned about,” Min Gi assured her friend.

“If you are caught then they will pay a heavy price too. And have you even thought about the repercussions Jungkook might face?” Kye Yo was willing to try one more attempt to talk her friend out of what she was going to do.

“Our relationship has always been a secret so if something does happen, he won’t be affected by it,” Min Gi crossed her fingers in the hope that what she said was true.

Min Gi would never do anything to hurt Jungkook. For days she had been working on her plan and it was foolproof. She would protect him at all costs. If something did happen then the world would never know they had ever been in a relationship. She made sure she wasn’t going to jeopardize his music career or him as a member of BTS, the biggest boy band in the world.

All Min Gi wanted was to be close to the love of her life. She didn’t want to go about her life while he was in the military. There was no chance she could sit back and wait for when he gets out. What if he got hurt and refused to tell her because he didn’t want her to worry? What if the country was attacked and he had to go to war?

All of these thoughts and thousands more had gone through her head when she heard the news. She was still upset with him about seeing him on Weverse telling the world instead of telling her first. When he called her after that Live show, she almost didn’t answer. Min Gi was furious she had to find out about it just like the rest of the world did. Did she mean nothing to him?

When she did answer the phone her first question to him was, “Do I mean anything to you at all? Why did I have to hear it on Weverse like I was a fan or something?”

“Calm down,” Jungkook told her. “I couldn’t tell anyone before I went Live.”

“But I’m not just anyone or am I?” Min Gi asked him.

Jungkook whispered into the phone, “You know better than that. You are the love of my life.”

“Right now, I don’t know that.” She began to cry.

“Give me a few minutes and I’ll pick you up,” Jungkook hung up.

Min Gi would have told him not to bother coming over if he hadn’t have hung up on her. Jungkook was always so calm and sure of everything when she was the complete opposite. She guessed the saying was true, opposites do attract. At the moment she was anything except calm. She was angry and hurt.

True to his word, he picked her up a few minutes later. When Min Gi got into his car, he tried to hold her hand but she pulled it away from him. After the third attempt to take her hand, she had given up and let him hold it. But she refused to look at him, instead she watched the lights in the buildings as he drove past them.

Min Gi always loved Seoul at night. All of the bright lights shining everywhere. He knew if he took her up to Namsan Tower, she would calm down. In all of Seoul, the Namsan Tower was her favorite place. Sure enough when she realized where he was taking her, she began to relax.

He parked the car then got out. Jungkook walked around and opened the door so she could climb out. The second she was out of the car, he took her in his arms. Min Gi couldn’t help herself, she began to cry.

“I am so sorry. I knew you would be upset. Is it because I didn’t tell you first or because I am going into the military?” Jungkook slowly ran his hand down her back in an effort to calm her down.

She pushed away from him, “Both, ok. I knew it was going to happen but not this soon. I thought we had more time together.”

“I know, sweetheart. I thought the same thing. But I have to go along with what the agency wants me to do. You know I don’t have much say in what happens to me,” Jungkook told her.

“I know all of that. But it doesn’t make it any easier,” Min Gi dabbed at her cheeks in an attempt to dry her tears.

She was angry with herself for losing it in front of him. She always tried to be brave and strong around him. But tonight she was failing miserably. Her heart was breaking in two with him leaving in a few weeks and she won’t be able to see him for months. Min Gi had been sure she would be married to him by now. It was over a year and a half ago since he had proposed to her. She was even more upset that their schedules kept them from getting married.

Now with the news of him going into the military, their marriage would be put off for another two years. Min Gi swallowed back the tears that threatened to fall down her cheeks at that thought. All she wanted was to be married to this wonderful man who was holding her in his arms. Why did life have to be so unfair?

Before she had met him personally, she could sense through the pictures and videos she had seen of him that he was pretty awesome. But what was shown to the world was only the tip of the iceberg of who Jeon Jungkook truly is. He was the most charismatic person Min Gi had ever met in her life. There wasn’t any doubt that he actually loved and cared about the people in this world. His talent had put him on billboards around the world. His music was played millions of times on the radio. There wasn’t a single person on the planet that didn’t know his name.

Jungkook’s smile alone could light up a whole room when he was in it. His cheerful laughter was able to ring out and grab everyone who was near him. His sense of humor would have you rolling in the floor before you knew it. He is kind and caring beyond belief, so full of talent in music and dancing that you wanted to sit there for hours just to listen and watch him.

Min Gi knew she was truly blessed that he had chosen her to be his girlfriend. He would tell her occasionally that what they had together was true love. He had told her their love would stand the test of time but she wasn’t patient enough to wait and see.

Her sadness turned to anger. How could they send him to the military when there was so many other things that he could do for his country? Why did they have to take him away from what he loved the most? Music and his fans. But most of all, why did they have to take him away from her.

Jungkook felt her body tense up and knew her well enough that her thoughts had led her to be angry. He wanted to stop her outburst but decided maybe it was best to let it out. It wouldn’t do either one of them any good to let her bottle it up and fester on the inside.

He released her and stepped back from her. Sure enough, she let go and let her anger out. She ranted about the unfairness of him having to go into the military right when his career was taking off. About her country losing out on his awesome ability to make people happy. About them not getting married before he had to enlist. About them forced to be apart for eighteen months and a few other things she could throw out there. 

After Min Gi’s anger was gone, she fell to the ground. Jungkook squatted down in front of and took her in his arms again. He never imagined she would be this upset about him enlisting in the military. He had no choice since it was mandatory and his agency made the decision for him. He tried to console her.

“I am so sorry. I knew the news would upset you but not this bad,” he whispered in her ear. “I promise this is not going to change our relationship. I will call you as often as I can.”

Min Gi sobbed, “What if you get hurt? What if we go to war? What if you are too busy to call me?”

The questions poured out of her mouth like rushing waters pushing past a broken dam. She knew she was being selfish. She hadn’t even given any thought to what this was doing to him. After all, he was the one giving up his career for eighteen months to go into the military.

“Sweetheart, we have to take one day at a time. But do remember, I will always make time for you. Haven’t I always done that? Going into the military is not going to change my love for you,” Jungkook reassured her.

“You are always so calm. I wish you could rub some of that off on me,” she sniffed back tears.

“It will all be over with before we know it then we will be back together. I get to go on leave so we will be able to see each other. All is not lost because I am going into the military,” Jungkook told her.

He pulled away from her so he could look at her. Using his thumbs, he smoothed away her tears gently. Once he was finished wiping the tears away, he kissed her closed eyes. Then he kissed her on the tip of her nose. Her breathing became shallow with the excitement he was stirring up in her.

For a moment they stared into each other’s eyes with neither one of them speaking or moving. Min Gi could see his love for her in his eyes. One of her favorite features on him was his intense brown eyes. Sometimes she was sure he could see right inside of her. She didn’t want the moment to end. If it didn’t end, then he wouldn’t have to enter the military.

She couldn’t stop the tears that fell down her cheeks. He was her whole world and she didn’t want to lose even one second of being with him. Why did this have to happen to them? She had hoped that her government would have granted the members of BTS a way not to serve the eighteen months of military service. But no, Jungkook had to fulfill his mandatory military service.

“Babe, why are you crying again? Please stop,” Jungkook begged her. “I hate to see you like this. I promise I will be ok. Please trust me.”

She gulped in air so she could breath, “I can’t help it. I don’t want you to go.”

“You know I have to do this. There is no way for me not to go. Do you think it would be fair for my brothers to serve and I didn’t?”

“No, it wouldn’t be fair. I know I am being selfish,” Min Gi admitted to him.

“Time will go by quickly. I will be able to spend time with you when I go on leave. I will contact you every single day. I will take care of myself and not get hurt. I promise,” Jungkook took her hands in his and squeezed tight.

He knew she was hurting but he couldn’t take the pain away. This was just something they were going to have to endure for the next two years. He didn’t want her to know that he was hurting just as bad as she was. He didn’t want to be away from her either. She was his everything.

Jungkook let go of her hands and pulled her in for his kiss. He poured every ounce of love that he felt for her into that one kiss. He felt her wrap her arms around him pulling him closer to her. Their kiss deepened until they could feel a fire begin to burn inside of them. Neither one of them wanted the kiss to end.

He pulled away from her, “Remember the words of my song, ‘Standing Next To You’. Even though you won’t be able to see me, just know I am always standing next to you. Forever is the deal.”

“You are mine, Jungkook. Remember I am yours,” Min Gi laid her head on his chest.

Jungkook wrapped his arms around her and held her close to him. He thought about the moment his agency, Big Hit told him he would be enlisting in the military and leaving next month. His first thought was of Min Gi and how he would have to be separated from her for almost two years. His second thought was what would happen to his career.

“I’ve only done one concert. I’m just twenty-six years old. How come I can’t wait until my solo career is completely off the ground?” Jungkook wanted an answer of why he had to enlist now.

His manager took a deep breath, “You have known for a long time that you would have to do your mandatory military service.”

“Yes, I have known but why now?” Jungkook knew he couldn’t change their minds but he wanted to let them know how he felt.

“All of you guys will be finished with your military service in 2025. At that time, your career will take off like you want it to. We will have everything prepared so all you will have to do is step into your music schedule. It will be like you were never away from it,” his manager assured him.

Jungkook hadn’t been able to tell him the real reason he wasn’t ready to enlist in the military now. His reason for living was the woman he held in his arms right at this moment. He was brought back to the present when he heard Min Gi’s soft crying against his chest. He wanted to cry himself but he knew he had to be strong for her.

“Babe, if you keep crying you are going to make yourself sick. It is what it is and your tears are not going to stop it from happening,” Jungkook whispered to her.

Min Gi thought if she didn’t let go of him then she wouldn’t have to let him go into the military. She was so in love with this incredible man. He was the most awesome man she had ever met in her life. Jeon Jungkook was totally amazing and he was hers. Why did they have to take him away from her.

“It’s getting late. I need to take you back home. I have to go into the studio tomorrow. When I am finished, I’ll come take you out to eat.” Jungkook slowly unwrapped his arms from around her.

He lightly kissed her on the lips. He didn’t trust himself to kiss her any deeper than that. He took her hand and walked her to the passenger door of his car. He opened the door for her then waited while she sat down. He reached in to help her buckle up. After he was sure the seatbelt was secure, he quickly kissed her again.

Jungkook walked around his car and got in. Before he started the car, he turned and gifted her with one of his warm smiles. He thought his heart was going to burst when she returned his smile with one of her beautiful smiles. He knew he was in love with her and at that moment, he also knew he was going to spend the rest of his life with her.

He pushed the button to start the car then put it in gear. He backed out of the parking lot and headed down the lighted streets of Seoul. If the weather had been a little warmer, he would have rolled the windows down so they could feel the night breeze on their skin. Jungkook needed the cool air right now to calm his urge to pull the car over and take her into his arms again.

Jungkook settled for just holding her hand instead. He loved everything about Min Gi. Her quick wit, her laughter and carefree attitude. She was so beautiful to him. When she looked at him with her brown eyes, he felt like he could drown himself in her eyes. He loved running his fingers through her long brown hair. Her skin was so smooth and soft, he could spend forever touching her. But it was her incredible smile that he loved the most. He knew her warm smile was meant for him only when it reached her eyes. He had seen her smile at other people but there was a big difference from that smile to the one she reserved just for him.

He wished he could take a picture of her with his phone so he would have it to look at while he was away from her. But he couldn’t take a chance of anyone finding out he was in a relationship. He hadn’t even told the other members of his band that he was in love with someone. His relationship with Min Gi was his business not anyone else’s.

Jungkook wasn’t sure how his agency would react to the news of him having a girlfriend. The other problem was his fans. He knew his true fans would be happy for him because they wanted him to be happy. But there were girls that would be upset that he had chosen Min Gi over them. He didn’t quite understand how some girls could think like that but they did.

He just wanted to protect Min Gi as long as he could. She was the most important person in his life. He hadn’t even told his family about his relationship with Min Gi. Sometimes he did feel guilty for keeping her such a secret but with his career, he had no other choice. He was not going to run the risk of losing her. He would give it all up before he would give her up.

Min Gi was lost in the night lights of Seoul when she felt Jungkook squeeze her hand. She turned to look at him and saw he was watching her. Before she could smile at him, he turned back to watch the road. She felt like her heart was breaking into a billion pieces. How was she going to hold on until he left for the military?

They arrived at her house before she was ready to let their night end. She had to make a quick decision whether to let him kiss her good night or not. She didn’t think she would be able to let him go if he held her in his arms again. Most of all, she didn’t want to start crying again. She could do that when she was alone in her room.

Jungkook thought it was best if he stayed in his car instead of helping her out of the car. He had the money to take them to the airport to go anywhere to get away from what was happening to them. But he knew if he did that then neither one of them would be able to ever come back to Korea again. He couldn’t do that to either of them.

“If I kiss you, I won’t be able to stop. If I get out of this car and go around to hold you, I won’t be able to let go. Min Gi, I love you.” Jungkook squeezed her hand and quickly let it go.

“I love you, Jungkook. Be safe going home.” Min Gi pulled on the door handle to open the car door.

He quickly told her, “I’ll call you tomorrow.”

She bowed to him, “I’ll be waiting for your call.”

Min Gi closed the door and stepped back. She watched him pull away and drive off. She turned around to quickly go into the house. She had to make it to her bedroom before her parents saw her. They didn’t know she was in a relationship with anyone. She wanted it to stay that way. She couldn’t let them see her like this, they would ask too many questions. Questions, she couldn’t answer.

She made it to her room without them seeing her. She quickly changed into her night clothes and crawled into bed. Her mind was racing through ideas and plans of how to stay close to him even while he was in the military. That was when she had come up with the perfect plan to be near him.
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CHAPTER TWO
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“Kye Yo, how is it going?”  Kim Min Gi eagerly asked her friend.

Min Kye Yo laughed, “You sure are determined to do this, aren’t you? I was really hoping that you would give up on the idea.”

“Stop it!” Min Gi begged her best friend. “I can’t give up. It’s like you are asking me to stop breathing and I might just do that if I have to go eighteen months without Jungkook. You know he is everything to me.”

“I would like to tell you that you would have your career and me during that time away from him but I know...,” Min Kye Yo hesitated before saying anymore.

Min Gi sighed into the phone, “I know I have you and I know I am putting my career on hold while I am doing this. But all I can think about right now is Jungkook.”  

Her best friend let out her own sigh, “Min Gi, you could lose everything if this plan of yours backfires on you. I am just worried about you.”

“I’m sorry. I know you are worried about me. I have walked through this plan and it will work if I am careful,” Min Gi assured her friend.

“Everything is ready. I will bring everything to you tomorrow. Please think this through one more time before I get there,” Kye Yo pleaded with her friend.

Min Gi wanted to reach into her phone and hug her best friend, “Thank you, Kye Yo. I promise I will be careful not only for you but for Jungkook and my parents. I’ll see you tomorrow.”

She hung up her phone and laid it on the nightstand beside her bed. Min Gi smiled to herself. She had to be honest with herself, she was scared half to death that her plan would fail. What if Jungkook decided it would be best to break up with her? She didn’t want to think about what might happen. She had proven to herself that she could handle anything that was thrown at her.

She had two weeks to prepare for the next eighteen months of her life. The hard part was putting her career on hold. Min Gi had spent the last ten years of her life getting her singing career off the ground. Her new album ‘Delight Yourself’ was blowing up the music charts in Korea and internationally. She just finished her whirlwind tour a month ago.

Her manager wanted to make sure she stayed on top of the charts with fan meets and she was scheduled to work on a music video for her single. The night she found out about Jungkook going into the military, she had considered what she was giving up with her career. But she remembered that Jungkook was having to put his career on hold for eighteen months and if he could do it then she could too.

In the morning, she would meet with her manager to let him know that she would be gone for a couple of years. Her manager, Park Hyun Ji was the best. He took very good care of her, and she thought he was the best manager in the world. Min Gi knew he would throw a fit when she told him. She was contemplating telling him what she was doing.

But she didn’t know if he would tell her parents or do something to try and stop her. She couldn’t take the risk of her parents finding out what she was doing. They would have her locked up to prevent her from going through with it. They didn’t even know that she was dating Jungkook.

Min Gi knew she was risking everything to be near Jungkook. She was putting her career at risk. Would it still be there for her in two years? She would be close to thirty years old when this was all over. While she was gone her contract with her agency would be finished. Would Lost Stars Entertainment renew her contract with her missing? Or would they just drop her.

With that thought, she knew she was going to tell her manager what she was going to be doing for the next two years. She had to have something to come back to after Jungkook was out of the military. Her music career was very important to her. Her dream someday was to share that career with Jungkook. Right now, their careers were separate but she hoped when they got married they could do music together.

They had discussed after their contracts ended of creating their own music production company. Of giving others, a chance at their dream in the music industry. They both understood what hard work it took to reach your dream as a singer, dancer even as a songwriter. They wanted to give people a chance of achieving their life of fame in the music industry.

Her and Jungkook wrote a song together and couldn’t wait to perform it together. He had created the choreography of the dance moves for their song. Jungkook was very good with rhythm and moves to match the beat of the music. Min Gi wasn’t even on the same caliber as Jungkook but he still praised her for her dance moves. They had fun dancing and singing together. 

She thought back to their conversation of performing music together, “You really want to write and perform a song with me? Jungkook, I can move to the music but dance moves are a little bit out of my league.”

He laughed, “I will teach you the dance moves. Let’s do this.”

“OK, you talked me into it.” Min Gi smiled at him.

“We want to create a story through the words that we write. So first off, we need to come up with a story we want to share with our fans,” Jungkook explained to her.

Min Gi grabbed a pen and notebook out of her bag, “Let’s write a song about our relationship. Of how we are having to keep it a secret from the world. That even though it is a secret, it doesn’t stop our love from being amazing to us.”

“It sounds to me like you have already been thinking about this song. You write the song and I will do the choreography,” Jungkook suggested to her.

“OK, but let’s both work on the music together. I will have my manager provide us a place and set it up with everything we need to work on our song,” Min Gi told him.

After the song was written, they threw titles  for the song at each other for days. Nothing seemed to fit the song for them. Sometimes when they thought they had come up with the perfect title, they would discover it was already taken. They wanted a title that wasn’t used for anything else. 

One day Min Gi ran into their studio, “Jungkook, I have the title for our song.”

He laughed, “Once you catch your breath, tell me.”

Min Gi bent over with her hands holding her knees as she tried to catch her breath. She hoped he would love the title she had thought of when she was driving over to meet him. She loved playing word games in her head and that helped her come up with a possible title for their song.

She raised up to say, “Let’s call it, ‘Secretly Ours’.”

Jungkook pulled his computer closer to him and started typing, “We’re in luck. The title hasn’t been used by anyone. The closest is a book with the title Secretly Yours. But I think it will work for us. I keep telling you that you are totally amazing and you just proved it.”

“You really like it? I didn’t know if it sounded too sappy,” she said.

Jungkook shook his head, “No, I don’t think it sounds sappy. I think it is a perfect name for our song.”

She wanted to go ahead and meet with her agency to see if they would work with Jungkook’s agency so they could record the song. But their music schedules were too busy for them to approach their agencies about their song. Jungkook told her it would be probably in 2025 or 2026 before they could think about collaborating together through their agencies.

Min Gi couldn’t help thinking he was trying to put off letting everyone know about her for another two years. Could it have anything to do with his fans? She always wondered how his fans would react when they found out that her and Jungkook were a couple. She was sure she would be attacked by young girls who thought he could do better with them instead of her. She couldn’t help but smile when she knew they didn’t stand a chance with her man.

As she lay there in bed her thoughts were swirling with all of her hidden moments with Jungkook. She remembered the first time he told her that he was in love with her. Goosebumps had broken out all over her body with his proclamation of love to her. He laughed when she shivered because it was hot instead of being cold outside. She was so stunned by his words that she couldn’t share her words of love with him.

After a few moments of shared kisses, she told him how she felt about him. She knew right then and there that Jeon Jungkook belonged to her...for life. She placed his words in her heart and sealed it so she could protect them. It took her a few days to even tell her best friend that Jungkook was in love with her too.

Her friend knew something had been up because Min Gi was unable to control the smile that would suddenly appear on her lips. But when Min Kye Yo would ask her what she was smiling about Min Gi would quickly hide her smile and claim her friend was seeing things. Finally after the fourth day of catching her best friend smiling for no apparent reason, Kye Yo had pressured the truth out of her.

Even two years later, Kim Min Gi couldn’t help smiling at the thought that Jungkook was the love of her life and she was his. They would spend hours talking about their future together and making plans. Their careers, home and children and so many more plans.

When Jungkook shared the plans for the house he was having built, she wasn’t able to stop herself from imagining them sharing that new house together. They planned every detail of how they wanted the house to look. She told him how she wanted the kitchen built. Min Gi dreamed of cooking his meals and sharing them with him. Since they both loved to cook, she would imagine them moving in the kitchen as they prepared delicious meals together.

Min Gi stopped the tears from escaping her eyes to travel down her cheeks. She was filled with sadness as all of their plans for their beautiful home would have to wait until he was out of the military. She couldn’t even share the pain of losing all that precious time with Jungkook. She knew he was hurting as much as she was right now. 

She glanced over at the notebook she started after he had told her he was in love with her. She had started writing down recipes for them to cook together. She had printed off pictures of wedding dresses and different ideas to decorate the wedding hall for their wedding so she could put them in her notebook. She placed the flowers he had given to her for Valentine’s in her notebook. She wrote down some of the remembered words he said to her on their dates. All of her memories of Jungkook were in that notebook.

Would there be any more words of love from him for her to add to her notebook? How would he feel when he learned of her plan? Was he going to be angry with her? Would he turn his back on her? Min Gi didn’t dare try to imagine how he would react when he saw her.

Did Jungkook love her enough to let her plan play out or would he force her out of his life? It was a chance she had to take. She rolled over on her side to turn her lamp off. She laid there in bed hoping sleep would overtake her tired mind. Was she doing the right thing?

The next morning she waited for her friend, Min Kye Yo to bring over what she needed to implement her plan. She was waiting for her on the front lawn. Min Gi sat in the swing her father had hung in the huge Japanese Zelkova tree when she was six years old. She swung her legs to lift her higher and higher. If she swung high enough she could see over their twelve-foot fence.

She was going to miss this swing while she was away. Every time she had an enormous decision to make, she would find her way to this swing. The huge canopy of branches of the Zelkova tree and the motion of the swinging was always comforting to her. When her parents couldn’t find her in the house, the first place they would look for her is at her swing.

Min Gi knew she was taking a huge risk with her plan but she was willing to risk it all for the love of her life. Jeon Jungkook was and would always be the only man for her. When she was in his arms, life was pretty close to perfect. How could the universe or more to the point the Korean military expect her to be away from him for almost two years.

That thought made her sick at her stomach. She was sixteen years old when she first laid eyes on Jungkook. His smile crept into her heart and took hold of it and there was no chance of that hold ever becoming broken. Over the next eight years he was all she could think about. Min Gi made up her mind to find him and claim him as hers forever. She had done just that...made him hers forever.

“I knew I could find you on your swing. Does this mean you are rethinking about going through with this foolish plan of yours?” Kye Yo came across the manicured lawn towards her best friend.

Min Gi put her feet down on the ground to slowly stop the swinging. “I’m sorry to disappoint you but I am not backing out of this,” Min Gi stated firmly. She hoped it would be the last time her best friend would mention her giving up with her decision.

“I was afraid you were going to say that,” Kye Yo shoved a large manila envelope at her friend. “Here is everything you need. Just remember, if you go down, you are going to take a few people down with you.”

Min Gi took the envelope from Kye Yo’s hands, “Oh, quit being so dramatic. Before you know it I will be back home and it will be like everything is back to normal.”

“You are so sure of yourself all of a sudden. When did you become so brave? Personally, I think you have lost your mind,” Kye Yo pursed her lips in anger.

Min Gi pulled herself off the swing and stood in front of her best friend in the whole world, “Please don’t worry about me. I will call you as often as I can so you will be able to know that I am alright.”

“I really hope you are sure of what you are doing. Our military is nothing to play around with,” Kye Yo issued a warning.

Min Gi sighed and slightly bowed towards her friend, “Duly noted.”

“Well, I want you to know that I will always be here for you.”

Suddenly Min Gi hugged her friend, “Thank you. I have to show Jungkook what I would do for love.”

“This is where we are different. There isn’t a man on this planet that I would do what you are doing for Jungkook,” Min Kye Yo pulled away from her friend. 

“I’m in love with him.”

Kye Yo wiped a tear away from her cheek, “I know you do.”

Min Gi dabbed at her own cheeks, “I know you are scared for me. Please don’t be. It’s just a career change for me.”

“I’ve got to go. My father is waiting for me at his favorite restaurant for lunch. Being the commander in the military gives me so little time with him that when I have a chance to see him, I jump at it,” Kye Yo offered a weak smile to Min Gi.

She waved at her friend before she disappeared out of sight. Min Gi held the manila envelope up to look at it. Her next step in life was in that envelope. She tore her gaze away from it and started walking towards the back door of the house.

Min Gi reached into her pocket to pull her phone out. She unlocked it and punched the fifth name on her favorites list. She glanced up at the first name on the list and smiled. Just looking at Jungkook’s name on her phone favorites list brought a smile to her lips. 

Her manager, Park Hyun Ji picked up on the first ring, “I was just about to call you. What’s up?”

“Are you at the studio?” Min Gi quickly asked him.

“Yeah, I was going to call and see if you could come in for a little chat.”

Min Gi told him, “I’ll be there in twenty minutes.

She hung up the phone and put it back in her pocket. She ran up the stairs to put away the envelope her friend had brought her and grab her coat and purse. Min Gi couldn’t help wondering what happened for her manager to ask her to go into the studio today. Anyway, it was perfect timing so she could go and talk to him. To let him know she was going to be gone for a while.

She quickly pulled her coat on and glanced in the mirror. She considered putting her hair in a ponytail but then decided against it. She grabbed her tube of lipstick and freshened up her lips. She ran a finger around her puckered lips to make sure the lipstick was on her lips not her face. Min Gi ran her brush swiftly through her hair.

Once she was satisfied with the way she looked in the mirror she picked up her purse and hurried out the door. She ran down the stairs like she was being chased by a man-eating beast. She thought about getting a bottle of water to take with her but decided not to waste the second it would take to get it.

She stopped at the mahogany table sitting in the foyer. She pulled her keys out of the glass bowl then opened the front door. Min Gi ran to her car and clicked the button on the remote to unlock the door. She opened the door and climbed in. She reached behind her for the seatbelt and buckled herself in.

She was going to miss the carefree days of driving through the streets of Seoul in her Land Rover. Min Gi thought back to when she asked her father to take her to a vehicle dealership to purchase her first car. After going to several places, she set her sights on this one. The color Midnight Blue is what convinced her it was the right one for her. An hour later, she had driven out of the dealership in her brand-new vehicle.

The first thing she did was call to see if Jungkook was free to go for a ride in her new car. Within minutes, she had picked him up and they made their way to their favorite spot. She could still hear him telling her that he was proud of her. He was always the one cheering the loudest for her.

She pulled herself back to the present as she put the Land Rover into reverse and backed out of the driveway. Min Gi felt a little bit of trepidation as she made her way through the streets of Seoul to her agency’s music studio. There wasn’t anything on her schedule so she couldn’t think what her manager was wanting to talk to her about.

Min Gi decided that what she needed to tell her manager was more important than what he had to say to her. She was fairly certain he was going to balk against her decision. But she wasn’t going to let him or anyone stop her. It wouldn’t hurt her career to put it on hold for a couple of years.

When she came back, she would be ready to take on any schedule her manager wanted to throw at her. Min Gi knew her fans loved her and wouldn’t forget about her while she was out of the picture. She did realize that her fans would never know where she had gone and there would be lots of speculation concerning her absence from the music circuit. But she trusted her manager to handle the stories that might come out about her.

But it was inevitable and she couldn’t change her mind now. When Kye Yo brought the envelope to her...the next two years of her life were now set in stone. So no matter what her manager had to say to her, she couldn’t back out now. He cared about her as his client, in fact, she was his only client so he would stay with her and protect her career.

Pangs of guilt began to attack her. She knew she was taking advantage of her best friend and her manager. If she were being honest with herself, she was also taking advantage of her relationship with Jungkook. It was too late now for her to back out. All she could do now is move forward.

Thirty minutes later, she was in her manager’s office and everything was blowing up right before her eyes. She knew her manager was going to pitch a fit but nothing like this. At the moment she was stunned into silence and tears were threatening to flood down her face. She didn’t know if she would survive the tidal wave of emotions that were overpowering her.

“I am not going to let you throw your life away,” her manager screamed at her. “Why is this the first I am hearing about your relationship with Jungkook? You are really talking about Jeon Jungkook of BTS? How could the two of you have been able to keep your relationship a secret from everyone up to now?”

Min Gi took a deep breath, “We didn’t want to deal with our agencies, media or fans telling us that we couldn’t date. We wanted to keep our relationship to ourselves. We are both grown adults and we don’t have to answer to anyone.”

“As long as you have a contract with this agency, then yes, you do have to answer to us. What do you think Big Hit is going to do about your relationship with one of their biggest stars in their agency? Fans are going to go ballistic when they discover you two have been in a relationship this long without them knowing about it,” Park Hyun Ji was trying to knock some sense into his client.

“Let them. They don’t control our lives just because we entertain them. We love each other and plan on spending the rest of lives together whether anyone likes it or not,” Min Gi was trying to hold herself together and stay calm.

“As far as putting your career on hold to follow him into the military is concerned, it is ludicrous. You haven’t thought this completely through. Do I need to worry that you have lost your mind?” Her manager stared at her trying to figure out if his client was ok.

“No, I haven’t lost my mind. I know exactly what I am doing and why I am doing it,” she quietly told him. “I’m just asking you to please hold my career intact for me while I am gone.”

Min Gi suddenly fell to her knees and bowed her head until it was touching the floor. She knew she was hurting the one person who had stood beside her for the last ten years. Park Hyun Ji was more than just her manager, he was also a very dear friend. She hated what she was doing to him.

Her manager bent down and grabbed her arms to pull her back up to her feet. How could he have not seen the signs of her in a relationship with someone for the last two years? He was still in shock that of all the guys in the world it was Jeon Jungkook of BTS. Where could the two of them have met and started this relationship?

He loved this girl and would do anything for her. But to go along with this hairbrained plan of hers. If it blew up in her face, her career could end before it really got a chance to take off. Kim Min Gi was the most talented singer and dancer he had ever had the privilege to meet.

He thought back to the first time he heard her sing. He had gone to her high school to search for new talent. A friend of his called and told him about the school having some extremely talented young adults going there. He decided to go and see if his friend was right, after all he needed a new client. His agency was threatening that if he didn’t bring in some new talent he should go find another place to work.

The threat made him angry because he had brought in over fifty percent of the talent they had in their agency. To prove to them that he hadn’t lost his touch in finding young people with extraordinary talents, he went in search of new talent. His friend was a talent scout for one of the biggest entertainment companies in South Korea. So when he told him about the school musical, he didn’t hesitate in going to check it out.

The school was putting on a student musical. Park Hyun Ji walked into the school auditorium. Students stood at the door passing our programs so he took one. He wanted to sit in the middle of the auditorium where he could observe the whole stage when the students came out to perform. He looked at the program and saw they had put a picture with their name of the students who would be performing. 

The leading female student, Kim Min Gi caught his eye first. The camera had captured her breathtaking beauty. Her long brown hair was pulled in front of her on her right side adding to her gorgeous looks. He was drawn to her amazing smile that made her eyes sparkle. Now he had to see if she could sing. 

When the lights dimmed in the place and the spotlight came on, he was stunned to see it was her walking out to the middle of the stage. When she started to announce the musical they would be performing, her voice was strong and captivating. He thought her voice would be soft and timid but it was completely the opposite. He could sense her self-confidence in herself.

Hyun Ji could understand why she was chosen to come out and speak. They were using her to grab the audience’s attention. After she finished with the introduction for the music, the music began to play and the students began to fill up the stage and he watched her get into place with the rest of them. He was anxious to see if she could sing as well as she could speak
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