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Hebrews 11:3 (NKJV):

"The things which are seen,
were not made of things,
which are visible."

Introduction:

At the start of the year, a curious thought came to me—one that seemed almost too simple to take seriously. Why not call this year “The Year of the Ladder”? At first, it was just a playful idea, something about promotion and progress, a hope more than a plan. I shared it with family and friends, but mostly it was met with mild amusement or polite smiles.

Then, on a friend’s birthday, I placed a small toy ladder on her cake. A strange gesture, perhaps, but one filled with quiet intention: “May this be a year of promotion.” She didn’t laugh. Neither did I, but the ladder came home with us and took its place on our kitchen bench, perched above the fruit bowl where we passed it every day.

What happened next caught me off guard. Events unfolded around that ladder—unexpected visitors, repairs long overdue, and ladders appearing where none had been for years. And when a fierce storm came through, it brought with it even more ladders and changes that seemed too coincidental to ignore.

Curious, we added something else—something tangible and mysterious—to that toy ladder. And slowly, questions began to form: Could this be more than just a coincidence? Was there something unseen at work, quietly answering a silent call? Was there a connection between a simple toy and the real world that we hadn’t understood before?

There’s a story from ancient times that came to mind—about a man who trusted in things unseen yet worked with what was before him, and in doing so, saw blessings multiply beyond expectation.

What follows in this book is a journey into those mysteries—the small signs that hint at greater truths, the unseen forces that may be working in our lives, and the possibility that something miraculous is waiting just beyond what we can see.

I invite you to step quietly into this story, open your eyes to what might be, and wonder—what if this year is not just about ladders, but about something far greater?

The answers may surprise you.
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At the beginning of the year, I had an unusual thought. 
Why not call this year, “The Year of the Ladder.”
When I had this thought, I was thinking about people being promoted.
At their job or in other areas of their life.
My family have heard me trying to forecast the future many times.
My success rate is not very high.
It was a mildly amusing idea and we did not take it seriously.
When my friend had a birthday, I put a toy ladder on her cake.
Then I wrote in her birthday card, “May this year be a year of promotion”.
She did not think it was funny.
My wife and I went home with that toy ladder and put it on our fruit bowl.
We walked past that toy ladder every day because the fruit bowl was on our kitchen bench.

About 3 weeks later a friend of ours was visiting.

He looked up at the ceiling in our dining room and noticed an old water stain.
I told him that I had put some buckets in the roof to catch the water.
And even though water did still leak through the roof tiles, the buckets did their job and the ceiling was now safe.
He is a tradesman who knows how to fix everything.
He came round the next week and got up on the roof and fixed the leak by sealing up the roof tiles.
While he was up there he saw that I had not cleaned the roof gutters for some years.
They were full of leaves and dirt.
Next week he was back with his huge leaf blower.
He got up on the roof once again and cleaned our gutters.
After he left for the second time, I said to my wife.

“Lorna, no one has been on our roof for the last 7 years.
That means that no ladder has been seen around our house for 7 years.
In the last 2 weeks a ladder has been used twice.
Do you think our toy ladder is manifesting?”
Lorna did not think it was connected to our toy ladder.

This was happening in February 2025.

We had a cyclone in March.

	Cyclone Alfred is the first tropical cyclone since 1974 to hit Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.

	During its slow approach to Southeast Queensland, Alfred brought widespread heavy rainfall and caused major flooding.

	By March 12, the Insurance Council of Australia (ICA) reported more than 34,000 claims for water damage.


What a surprise.

Guess what?

Our garage ceiling collapsed because of the cyclone.

The insurance company paid for the repairs.

It took 7 days for the tradesmen to put in a new ceiling.

For 7 days we had men on ladders in our garage.
Electricians on ladders.
Men were up on our roof with their ladders.
Ladders were everywhere.

After it was all over, I said to Lorna.

“Do you think our toy ladder is manifesting?”

This time she stopped and thought about all the ladders that had appeared since the beginning of the year.

Now she was thinking like I was.
Maybe something unusual is happening.
What started out as a little bit of fun was now getting our attention.

We had hoped that the year was going to be a year of promotion.

But it was becoming the “Year of the Ladder.”

Then I had a new idea.
If a toy ladder can bring in real ladders.
Why not tape a $50 note to the top of the ladder.
Yes, we put a $50 note on the top of our toy ladder.

Once again, we were thinking it was a little bit of fun.

But inwardly we did begin to wonder what was going on.

If we really did do something that caused ladders to appear in our lives.
How did it happen?
Here are some possible explanations.
	We were conscious of the toy ladder and our thoughts made ladders appear.

	We looked at the ladder every day in the kitchen and what we looked at manifested.

	We talked about ladders and our speech caused something to happen.

	Or it was a total coincidence.

	Or a mixture of the above explanations.
 


Then I remembered the story of Jacob in Genesis chapter 30. 
Jacob was a man who worked diligently, yet he understood that the blessing of the Lord was the true source of his wealth. 
He devised a plan involving peeled branches, and through God’s favor and his own wisdom, he prospered. 
He didn’t rely solely on human effort; he acted in faith and let God’s blessing multiply what he had.
So, can a Christian manifest money? 
Jacob’s story—and our own toy ladder experience—suggest that God’s blessing, coupled with intentional faith and wise action, can indeed cause unexpected provision. 
It may start with something small—a toy ladder, a symbolic act—but it grows when we believe in the God who multiplies.
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Jacob’s Prosperity—God’s Way to Wealth

The story of Jacob and Laban in Genesis 30:25-43 is more than a tale of livestock and family intrigue; it is a vivid picture of how a believer, operating under God’s favor, can manifest provision and abundance in a world that often seeks to limit or oppress them.

After Rachel gave birth to Joseph, Jacob knew it was time to return to his homeland. He approached Laban and said, “Send me on my way, so I can go back to my own homeland with my wives and children, whom I have earned through years of service.” Jacob’s bold request was rooted in his awareness that he had served faithfully. He had fulfilled his obligations and now sought to embrace his own future.

But Laban, ever aware of the blessing that Jacob’s presence brought him, pleaded with Jacob to stay. He confessed, “I have learned by divination that the Lord has blessed me because of you.” Even an unfaithful man like Laban recognized that when God’s hand is on someone’s life, prosperity follows. Jacob’s labor had multiplied Laban’s flocks and brought him great wealth. In the same way, the world cannot help but notice when the favor of God rests upon a believer.

Jacob, however, was determined to establish something for his own household. So he proposed an arrangement: he would continue to care for Laban’s flocks, but as payment, he would keep only the speckled, spotted, or dark-colored animals. Laban agreed to these terms, thinking he was outsmarting Jacob. He immediately removed all such animals and gave them to his sons, putting a three-day journey between them and Jacob, hoping to thwart Jacob’s plan.

Yet Jacob was not discouraged. He acted in faith and wisdom, using a strategy that involved peeled branches from poplar, almond, and plane trees. He placed them in the watering troughs, and when the flocks mated near these branches, they produced speckled, spotted, and dark-colored offspring—precisely the kind of animals that were to be Jacob’s wages. Jacob even ensured that only the strongest animals mated in front of the branches, while the weaker ones were left for Laban.

Over time, Jacob became exceedingly wealthy, acquiring large flocks, female and male servants, camels, and donkeys. His prosperity was not the result of mere chance; it was the outcome of faith in God’s promise, diligent stewardship, and a willingness to act wisely in a world that tries to take advantage of the righteous.

This story is a powerful lesson for believers today. Can a Christian manifest money? Yes, when we operate under God’s favor, guided by His wisdom and willing to take action—just as Jacob did. Jacob’s prosperity came because he recognized his work was blessed by the Lord, and he was willing to step into the future God had for him.

In your own life, don’t be discouraged by the schemes of others
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