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January 17

Dear Mr. Mutt,


Do I look fat?

My people put me on a diet!

They're starving me!

I'm so hungry my stomach growls louder than I growl. I'm wasting away.

Soon there will be nothing left of me.
I'm so weak, I don't think I can finish writing this letter...

Help me, Mr. Mutt!

—Famished in Florida



P.S. My people give the fat cat fancy food

from a tiny can. All I get is tasteless gravel

from a giant sack. Is that fair?
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Mr. Mutt, Canine Counselor

100 Bonaparte Blvd.

Dogwood, DE 19091

January 22

81 Canine Court

Dogtona Beach, FL 33133

Dear Famished,

Pull yourself together. You do

not look fat. Your tummy isn't

even dragging on the ground!

Study the food pyramid.

Dogs require at least

eight servings per day

of scrumptious food.

Your people do not understand this, so you

have to take matters into your own paws.

Look on the countertops.

Big dogs, this is easy.
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Small dogs, use teamwork.

Don't forget the trash.

Be sure to dump it

out and spread it

around for the best

selection.

If there' s a baby

in the house, head

for the high chair

and open wide. It's

raining food!
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And don't forget

cleanup time. People

call it kisses. We

call it dessert.

Finish off your

gourmet meal with

a cool drink of

water.

Good luck, Famished.

And remember, you are TOP DOG!

Sincerely,

Mr. Mutt

P. S. Cats are spoiled rotten.

It's never fair.
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Watch it, Muttface.

Cats are not spoiled rotten.

Especially me.

I am royalty.

I am The Queen.

P. S. The Queen would never

drink from a toilet.
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February 23

Dear Mr. Mutt,


Play, play. I love to play.

Every day. Every way.

"Go away!" my people say.

"Not today!"

What, no play?

They just sit and watch TV.

Woe is me.

Sit, sit.

Watch, watch.

I'm bored.

Help me, Mr. Mutt!

—Underplayed in Utah



P.S. Even our cat is a lazy bum.




 [image: [Image]]


Mr. Mutt, Canine Counselor

100 Bonaparte Blvd.

Dogwood, DE 19091

March 3

64 Hound Hwy.

Salty Dog City, UT 84248

Dear Underplayed,

I feel your pain. People used to play with

their dogs all the time.

Then came the crash: TELEVISION. Everything

changed.

Try this. First pull the plug on that TV.

Then chew the cord in two. Those couch

potatoes will be bored just like you.
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Now's your chance.

Get their attention.

Jump up and down.

Those potatoes will

roll off that couch

and out the door,

ready to play catch

with you!

Remind your people:

This is fun play.

Another reminder:

This is not fun play!
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Good luck, Underplayed.

And remember, you are TOP DOG!

Sincerely,

Mr. Mutt

P.S. If you're bored, you can always play Chase the Cat.
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Hold your horses, Mutty Boy.

You're playing with fire.

Chasing The Queen can be hazardous

to your health.

P.S. Cats are not lazy bums. They just

need their beauty rest.
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May 19

Dear Mr. Mutt,

It's ridiculous!

Outrageous!

Preposterous!

Holidays are unbearable. First I'm a baby, next I'm a bunny, then I'm a bride, now I'm an angel.

I'm NOT a baby or a bunny or a bride or an angel.

I'm a dog.

Where is my dignity? I'm the laughingstock of the block! I'm in need of your assistance immediately!

Help me, Mr. Mutt!

—Overdressed in Oklahoma

P.S. My people never dress up the cantankerous cat!
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Mr. Mutt, Canine Counselor

100 Bonaparte Blvd.

Dogwood, DE 19091

May 25

49 Ruff Road

Dogville, OK 73337

Dear Overdressed,

As this bar graph shows, dogs of all kinds

are subjected to this foolishness, some

more than others.

In my expert opinion, you have three choices

(two bad, one good):
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1. Rip and Run. Rip off the costume and run for your life. Consequence: Your people will be mad—and you'll be in the doghouse.

2. Play Dead. Consequence: Your people will be worried—and you'll be at the vet.

3. Grin and Bear it. Smile and wear it. Consequence: Your people will think you're adorable—even when you're gobbling the turkey.
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The choice is up to you.

Good luck, Overdressed.

And remember, you are TOP DOG!

Sincerely,

Mr. Mutt

P.S. How about this

for a kitty costume?

Don't let the cat out

of the bag!
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Back off, Muttbreath.

No one puts a bag on The Queen.

The Queen wears only a tiara.

Sometimes.

When she feels like it.

P.S. Cats are not cantankerous.

Cats are the sweet and gentle

supreme rulers of the universe.
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June 7

Dear Mr. Mutt,


I'm a barker. Hear me BARK!

Doorbell
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Dear Mr. Mutt,
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