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TO MY WONDERFUL PAL
 IN BOOKS AND IN WRITING,
 DEBORAH HODGE
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Chapter 1

Leo Meets the Monster




There was a monster under Leo’s bed.

Leo could hear it at night. Sometimes it
 growled. Sometimes it creaked. Once it let out
 a horrible moan.
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The monster was a huge problem.
 Especially at bedtime. Leo had to leap all the
 way from the door to the bed so the monster
 wouldn’t grab his ankles.
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And then he was stuck there! The monster
 kept Leo trapped in his bed all night long.
 Sometimes Leo had to go to the bathroom really
 badly. But he knew the monster was waiting.
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One night, Leo really, REALLY had to go.
 He took a deep breath.

“Hey, you!” he said.

The monster stopped growling.
 “You mean me?”

“Yes,” said Leo. “You.”

“Oh!” said the monster, sounding surprised.

“I need to go to the bathroom,” said Leo.

A long time passed.

“Do you want me to come with you?” asked
 the monster.

“NO!” said Leo.

“Well, what do you want?”

“Nothing,” said Leo. “Just stay there. Don’t
 move. Do nothing.”

“Okay,” said the monster.
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