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 Sherry Steveson has been passionate about scrapbooking for more than 10 years. Finding a hobby that Sherry Steveson scrapbooking for more than 10 years. Finding a hobby that merged her love for photography with her gift of writing, all wrapped up in a creative outlet, was the catalyst for a lifelong devotion. Her work has been published in many of the major scrapbook magazines and idea books, and it lifelong devotion. Her work has been published in many of the major scrapbook magazines and idea books, and it always brings a thrill to her family when they see their faces in the pages of those publications. She's also found her calling in the world of teaching scrapbooking to others. Sherry currently maintains a blog at www.sherrysteveson.typepad.com/my_weblog. When she isn't writing, scrapbooking or teaching, she maintains a very full schedule with her three children and her husband's landscape business.
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Turning Sour Photos into Sweet Scrapbook Layouts
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Through the years, I've taken rolls of film to the photo developer with expectations of spectacular results. Imagine my surprise and disappointment when I discovered that those “once in a lifetime” photos didn't meet my expectations!

As hard as we try to get the perfect photo, sometimes things go wrong. Digital cameras may have made it easier to discover a photo flaw instantly, but they don't allow you to relive moments. We all have those photos we want to do over. Unfortunately, the time machine has yet to be developed, so we are forced to work with less-than-perfect photos of our memories.

I used to tuck bad photos away instead of using them in my scrapbooks. I found it difficult to get inspired by a sour photo. Plus, the best photos are often what get featured on pages in scrapbook magazines, leaving us with few examples of how to work with flawed photos.

Over time, I have learned some tricks for making great scrapbook pages using flawed photos. I'll share with you those recipes for making lemonade on your layouts. I hope you'll discover the possibilities in your own photos and that they'll inspire you to turn your lemons into sweet scrapbook pages.
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What Makes a Photo Sour?



Regardless of your skills as a photographer, you're going to end up with at least a few photos that are of less-than-stellar quality. Common photo flaws — like poor lighting and blur — can be hard to avoid no matter how hard you try. But they say that beauty is in the eye of the beholder — and I agree. Just because a photo has some flaws doesn't mean it can't tell a sweet story. Here, find out what the common photo flaws are and how they happen. Then read on to find out how to make them into layout lemonade.



Photo Flaw



Blur


This photo faux pas often happens as we are in a hurry to capture a spontaneous moment. Action-filled events, such as sports or holiday celebrations, create the perfect environment for blur. Active children who refuse to cooperate with the photographer can make it difficult to achieve a blur-free photo. Other factors, like low light and a shaky camera, can also contribute to blurred images.
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Can you really incorporate blur into a great layout? Find out on pages 64–67





Photo Flaw



Clashing Colors


Photos with colors that clash or are difficult to match aren't necessarily bad in and of themselves. But they can become a problem when you try scrapbooking them and find it difficult to choose a suitable color scheme for a page. Sometimes it's nearly impossible to coordinate the colors in a group of people.
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No, you can't color coordinate your whole life, but you can work with colors in any photo. Flip to page 56 for the hue how-to.





Photo Flaw



Grain and Other Noise


Pixilated or grainy photos often occur when the shutter speed is set too high. Older film quality, like that in this photo, can also contribute to a grainy image.
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Don't groan about grain and other noise. Page 50 reveals how to deal with the flaw.





Photo Flaw



Undesirable Features of Subject


Typically, we want our subjects looking at the camera with pleasant looks on their faces. But more often, photos end up capturing closed eyes and crooked grins. It can be tough to know what to do with a photo that records a memorable event with a less-than-desirable expression.
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I have the perfect solution to working with these distractions. Want to know my secret? Turn to page 38.





Photo Flaw



Poor Framing


Off-center subjects and limbs are common; spontaneous moments don't leave a lot of time to properly frame an image. Often my sour photos are a result of taking photos of my quickly moving kids.
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Sometimes you just have to use what you've got. Find out how on page 18.





Photo Flaw



Background Distraction


Backgrounds can be full of distractions that often can't be avoided. When we don't have time to clear the background of clutter before we snap a shot, these distractions may take away from the focus of our photo.
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No need to toss those photos! There are several ways to salvage photos with distractions. Check out pages 88–91 to fix your photos digitally.





Photo Flaw



Poor Lighting


The occasional photos that are too light or too dark are
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Photo Flaw
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