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			Introduction

		

		
			Have you ever gotten a letter from someone who knew they were running out of time? Maybe it was a note from a grandparent who was sick. Maybe it was a message from a friend who was moving away and wanted to say one last thing before they left. There’s something different about words like that. They cut deeper. They skip the small talk and get straight to what matters. When people know their time is short, they don’t waste a single sentence.

			That’s what you’re about to read. Three short letters, written by two men who knew the stakes were high and the clock was ticking. One of them was an old fisherman who had walked with Jesus, denied him, been forgiven, and spent the rest of his life trying to make sure nobody else made the mistakes he’d made. The other was the brother of Jesus himself, a man who grew up in the same house as the Son of God but didn’t believe in him until after the resurrection.

			Their names are Peter and Jude. And the letters they wrote are some of the most urgent, honest, and hopeful pages in the entire Bible.

			A Church Under Pressure

			To understand these letters, you need to understand what was happening to the people who received them.

			It’s the middle of the first century, roughly thirty years after Jesus rose from the dead. The gospel has spread across the Roman Empire like wildfire. Small churches have sprung up in cities and towns throughout modern-day Turkey, and new believers are learning what it means to follow Jesus in a world that doesn’t want them to.

			The problem is that the world is pushing back. Hard.

			These Christians aren’t being thrown to lions yet. That will come later. What they’re dealing with right now is social pressure, the kind that grinds you down day after day. Their neighbors think they’re strange. Their coworkers mock them. Their families don’t understand why they’ve abandoned the old gods and the old ways of living. They’re being slandered, excluded, and treated like outsiders in communities where they used to belong.

			It doesn’t sound dramatic compared to what some Christians would face later. But if you’ve ever been the only person in your friend group who wouldn’t go along with something everyone else was doing, you know how exhausting that kind of pressure can be. It wears on you. It makes you wonder whether it’s worth it. It whispers in your ear at night: Maybe you’re wrong. Maybe they’re right. Maybe you should just go back to the way things were.

			That’s the situation Peter writes into with his first letter. His readers are suffering, and he wants them to know that their pain has a purpose, that their identity is secure, and that the God who called them will see them safely home.

			A Church Under Attack

			But external pressure wasn’t the only threat. By the time Peter writes his second letter, a new danger has emerged, and this one is coming from inside the church.

			False teachers have crept in. They look like Christians. They talk like Christians. They sit at the fellowship meals and teach in the assemblies. But their message is poison. They deny that Jesus is coming back. They twist God’s grace into an excuse for living however they please. They tell people that freedom means doing whatever feels good, and they back it up with smooth words and impressive confidence.

			Peter sees them for what they are: wolves in the flock. And he knows that if they aren’t exposed, they’ll destroy everything the gospel has built in these communities. So he picks up his pen one last time, knowing he’s about to die, and writes the most blistering warning of his career.

			Jude sees the same problem from a different angle. He sat down to write a positive, encouraging letter about the salvation he and his readers shared. But when he heard about the false teachers, he changed course. Instead of a celebration, he wrote a battle cry: “Contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.” Fight for it. Don’t let anyone steal it from you.

			Three Letters, One Message

			These three letters cover different situations, but they share a common heartbeat. All three are about holding on to what’s true when the world around you is trying to pull you away from it.

			First Peter is about suffering well. Peter writes to people who are hurting, and he reminds them of their living hope, their imperishable inheritance, and the faithfulness of the God who guards them through every trial. He tells them to be holy, to love each other, to do good even when it costs them, and to follow the example of Jesus, who suffered without retaliating because he trusted his Father to make things right. It’s a letter full of warmth, honesty, and stubborn hope.

			Second Peter is about standing firm against deception. Peter warns his readers about false teachers who deny the Lord’s return and live as if sin has no consequences. He reminds them that God has given them everything they need for life and godliness, that the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and that a new heavens and new earth are waiting on the other side of the fire. It’s a letter full of urgency, written by a man who knows he won’t get another chance to say these things.

			Jude is about fighting for the faith. In just twenty-five verses, Jude exposes the false teachers, warns of their judgment, and calls believers to build themselves up, pray, stay in God’s love, and wait for mercy. And then he closes with one of the most breathtaking doxologies in the Bible: “To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy.”

			Together, these three letters answer some of the most pressing questions any Christian will ever face. How do I keep going when life is hard? How do I recognize false teaching? How do I live with hope when the world feels dark? What does faithfulness look like when nobody around me is faithful? And can I really trust that God will hold on to me until the end?

			The answer, from all three writers, is yes.

			What You’re About to Read

			Here’s a roadmap of where we’re headed.

			Chapters 1–5 of this book walk through 1 Peter. You’ll learn what it means to be an exile with a living hope, how your identity as God’s chosen people shapes the way you live, what submission looks like in an unjust world, how to respond when suffering gets worse instead of better, and how the church’s leaders and members should treat each other as they wait for the Chief Shepherd to appear.

			Chapters 6–8 cover 2 Peter. You’ll discover that God has given you everything you need for godliness, encounter Peter’s chain of virtues that describes what a growing Christian looks like, meet the false teachers and their devastating impact, and stand with Peter as he defends the promise of Christ’s return against those who mock it.

			Chapter 9 takes us through the letter of Jude. You’ll watch Jude expose the false teachers with some of the most vivid imagery in the New Testament, and you’ll hear his call to contend for the faith. The book ends where Jude ends: with a God who is able to keep you from falling and present you faultless before his throne with overwhelming joy.

			Before You Start

			These letters were written to real people in real trouble. They weren’t theological essays composed in a quiet library. They were urgent messages fired off to communities that were bleeding, confused, and under attack. The people who first read them were scared. Some of them were starting to wonder if following Jesus was a mistake.

			Peter and Jude wrote to tell them it wasn’t. And they wrote to tell you the same thing.

			The suffering is real, but it’s temporary. The false teachers are loud, but they’re doomed. The wait for Jesus feels long, but the day is coming. And the God who called you into his marvelous light is strong enough to keep you there until the end.

			So let’s open these letters and hear what two men with nothing left to lose wanted the church to remember.

			Turn the page.

		

	
		
		
		

		
			1

			Strangers with a Living Hope

		

		
			Have you ever watched the movie Fly Away Home? It’s about a thirteen-year-old girl named Amy who loses her mother in a car accident and has to move from New Zealand to Canada to live with her dad, a man she barely knows. Everything about her new life feels wrong. The house is strange. The land is unfamiliar. She doesn’t belong there, and she knows it.

			Then Amy finds a nest of abandoned goose eggs in a marsh near her father’s property. She takes them home, keeps them warm, and watches them hatch. The goslings imprint on her, which means they think she’s their mother. They follow her everywhere. But here’s the problem: geese need to migrate south for the winter, or they’ll die. These geese have no parent to lead them. They only have Amy.

			So Amy and her dad build an ultralight aircraft, and Amy learns to fly it. The plan is insane: she’ll take off and lead the geese hundreds of miles south to a bird sanctuary, trusting that they’ll follow her through the sky the whole way. Everything could go wrong. She could crash. The geese could scatter. The weather could turn deadly.

			But Amy makes the flight. She soars into the sky, and the geese follow. Through fog and headwinds and sheer exhaustion, they follow her all the way home, to a place they’ve never been but were always meant to reach.

			That story grabs me every time because it captures something that Peter’s first readers would have understood in their bones. They were people who had lost the life they knew. They were strangers in a hostile world, far from home, following someone they couldn’t see, trusting that he was leading them to a place they’d never been but were always meant to reach.

			First Peter is a letter written to people who were hurting. They were scattered across a massive stretch of the Roman Empire, living in an area we’d call Turkey today. They were being insulted, excluded, and mistreated because of their faith in Jesus. Some of them had lost friends. Some had lost their livelihoods. Some were probably wondering whether following Jesus was worth the cost.

			And Peter, an old apostle writing from far away, picks up his pen and says something remarkable. He doesn’t start with sympathy. He doesn’t start with advice. He starts with praise. He tells these suffering people that they have been given an inheritance so breathtaking, so unshakeable, that nothing in this world can touch it.

			That’s what this chapter is about: what it means to have a living hope when everything around you feels like it’s falling apart.

			Strangers and Exiles

			Peter opens his letter the way most letters were written in the ancient world. He names himself, names his audience, and offers a greeting. But even in these opening lines, Peter is doing something much deeper than following a formula.

			He calls his readers “elect exiles.” Think about that phrase for a second. Those two words seem to pull in opposite directions. “Exiles” means you’re displaced, far from home, living in a world that doesn’t feel like yours. But “elect” means you’ve been chosen, handpicked, claimed by the most powerful being in the universe. Peter’s readers were both at the same time: rejected by their neighbors but chosen by God.

			That tension is one of the most important ideas in the whole letter. If you follow Jesus, the world might treat you like an outsider. People might think your beliefs are strange. They might mock you or leave you out. But being rejected by the world doesn’t mean you’ve been forgotten by God. In fact, it’s the opposite. You are an exile because you’ve been chosen. Your real home isn’t here. Your real citizenship is somewhere else entirely.

			Peter scatters his readers’ addresses across five Roman provinces: Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. This wasn’t one small church in one city. Peter was writing to Christians spread across an enormous region, hundreds of thousands of square miles. They were isolated, scattered, small groups of believers surrounded by people who didn’t understand them.

			If you’ve ever been the only person in your friend group who goes to church, or the only kid in your class who takes your faith seriously, you

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

	
OEBPS/font/MinionPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/font/ACaslonPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/font/CCThatsAllFolks-Regular.otf


OEBPS/font/Gibson-Medium.otf


OEBPS/image/title-page.png
What Are the Books of

1-2 PETER
& JUDE

Michael Whitworth

-
~ STARTZFINISH





