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I. The Commissioning of Joshua (Joshua 1)
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In days of Moses gone, the torch was passed,  

To Joshua, the leader chosen sure.  

God spoke to him, with courage to be vast,  

"Be strong, be brave, for I am with you pure."

––––––––
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Each step you take within this promised land,  

I give to you as I gave to the one.  

The law you keep within your heart and hand,  

Shall guide you forth until the work is done.

––––––––
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So Joshua rose with faith as his command,  

The people readied, strong in hope and will.  

Across the Jordan flowed the waters grand,  

The journey set by God’s almighty thrill.
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For in His name, the land would come to them,  

As promised to their fathers, true and firm.
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II. Crossing the Jordan (Joshua 3-4)
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The priests did bear the ark before the crowd,  

With feet that touched the Jordan’s rushing stream.  

The waters parted, walls of liquid proud,  

And Israel crossed, as in a wondrous dream.

––––––––
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A stone from each tribe Joshua did command,  

To take from out the river’s dry embrace.  

A memorial set upon the land,  

To tell their children of God’s mighty grace.
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The river flowed again once all had passed,  

A sign that God had led His chosen through.  

The stones a witness, faith in Him steadfast,  

The covenant of promise held anew.
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In every step, the Lord did lead the way,  

As Jordan’s waves gave rise to freedom’s day.
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III. The Fall of Jericho (Joshua 6)
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Around the walls of Jericho they went,  

In silence, save the trumpets’ blaring call.  

For six long days, the people made their vent,  

On seventh day, the mighty city would fall.
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The seventh round, the trumpets loud did sound,  

The people shouted, walls came crashing down.  

The city taken, Joshua made it bound,  

For Israel’s God, the victor’s mighty crown.
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Only Rahab and her house were spared,  

For she had hid the spies within her home.  

By faith, she trusted in the God who cared,  

And found her place in Israel’s sacred tome.
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[image: ]


Jericho fell, a sign of what’s to come,  

As Israel claimed the land by God’s own thumb.
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IV. Achan’s Sin and Defeat at Ai (Joshua 7-8)
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But sin had crept within the camp of grace,  

As Achan took the spoils against command.  

At Ai, defeat did bring the people’s face,  

To shame and fear, beneath God’s guiding hand.

––––––––
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They sought the cause, and Achan’s guilt was found,  

He and his house were stoned and burned in fire.  

Then Ai was taken, victory renowned,  

With wisdom gained from wrath’s refining pyre.
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An altar built on Ebal’s rocky height,  

To write the law in stone for all to see.  

Both blessings and the curses there in sight,  

A covenant renewed for God’s decree.
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For in obedience, the path was clear,  

To take the land with God’s own hand so near.
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V. The Gibeonite Deception (Joshua 9)
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The Gibeonites with guile came to plead,  

In worn-out clothes, with bread and wineskins old.  

They claimed a distant land in word and deed,  

Deceived the leaders, peace with them was sold.
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But soon the truth was found, yet oath was sworn,  

To spare the Gibeonites from Israel’s sword.  

They became servants, hewers of the thorn,  

And drawers of the water for the Lord.
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Thus Joshua kept the vow he had made,  

Though made in haste, without consulting God.  

The Gibeonites, though feared, were unafraid,  

For in the camp of Israel now they trod.
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Deception led to servitude but stayed,  

By mercy, not the judgment’s wrathful blade.
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VI. The Sun Stands Still (Joshua 10)
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Five kings rose up against Gibeon’s plea,  

But Joshua marched through the night to fight.  

With God’s own hand, they won the victory,  

And hailstones fell from heaven’s deadly height.
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Yet more was needed, so Joshua prayed,  

For sun to stand still in the sky above.  

The day prolonged, till every foe was laid,  

In battle’s end, a testament of love.
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The kings were found and hid within a cave,  

But brought to light and hanged upon the tree.  

Then buried deep, within the stones’ dark grave,  

A sign of what is, and what yet will be.
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For in that day, the Lord fought for His own,  

As heaven’s might was by His power shown.
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VII. The Division of the Land (Joshua 13-21)
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The land was taken, but yet much remained,  

For tribes to claim their portion and their lot.  

By Joshua’s hand, the borders were ordained,  

Each tribe received their share, their chosen spot.
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From Judah’s hills to Manasseh’s plains,  

The land was split by God’s appointed plan.  

The cities set, the Levites claimed their gains,  

A place of refuge for the sinful man.
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The covenant complete, the promise kept,  

The land at peace, as Israel found its rest.  

Yet in their hearts, the word of God was swept,  

To serve the Lord, who gave them all the best.
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For in the land, His name would ever stand,  

A sign of grace upon the promised land.
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VIII. Joshua’s Farewell and Covenant Renewal (Joshua 23-24)
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In twilight years, when Joshua’s strength did wane,  

He called the tribes to hear his final plea.  

“Remember all the Lord has done in gain,  

And serve Him only, in your liberty.”

––––––––
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“Choose you this day whom you will serve or leave,  

But as for me and mine, we’ll serve the Lord.”  

The people swore, their hearts in truth believed,  

To follow God, their chosen King adored.
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A stone was set as witness to their vow,  

A sign that they had pledged with faith sincere.  

But Joshua knew, in time, they might allow,  

Their hearts to turn from God’s path so clear.
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Yet still he led, with strength in God alone,  

And left a legacy of faith well sown.
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I. Israel’s Failure to Complete the Conquest (Judges 1)
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The tribes of Israel took to the fight,  

To drive the Canaanites from promised lands.  

Yet many lingered, dwelling in the night,  

As Israel’s strength faltered in their hands.

––––––––
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They made their peace where God had called for war,  

Allowing idols to pollute their ways.  

The land once pure was tainted evermore,  

As Israel’s zeal dimmed in fading days.
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The tribes were scattered, weakened by their sin,  

Forgetting God’s command to cleanse the earth.  

And so began the troubles deep within,  

As Israel’s heart strayed far from their new birth.
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For half-obedience led to full despair,  

And idols rose where truth once had its share.
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II. The Angel of the Lord at Bokim (Judges 2:1-5)
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An angel came to Bokim’s weeping crowd,  

And spoke the words of God, a stern rebuke.  

“For you have not obeyed My voice aloud,  

And now the thorns of sin your peace will nuke.”
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The people wept, and offered sacrifice,  

Their hearts convicted by the angel’s word.  

Yet sin’s enticement came at every price,  

And still they strayed from what they once had heard.
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A cycle thus began in sorrow’s wake,  

As Israel turned from God’s own hand and care.  

Each time they fell, they’d soon repent and quake,  

But soon again their sins they’d lay to bear.
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For Israel’s heart was fickle and untrue,  

Yet God remained their hope in every view.
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III. The First Judges: Othniel, Ehud, and Shamgar (Judges 3)
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Othniel rose, a judge of courage bright,  

To save the people from their foe’s cruel hand.  

He led them forth and struck the foe with might,  

And peace returned once more upon the land.
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Then Ehud came, a left-hand warrior skilled,  

He slew the king of Moab with his sword.  

By stealth he brought the wicked king downilled,  

And freed his people by the Lord’s accord.
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Shamgar stood next, with ox-goad in his grasp,  

And struck six hundred down, the foe to rout.  

With simple means, the Lord did Israel clasp,  

In every judge, He showed His power stout.
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For in their need, God raised deliverers,  

To guide His people back from sin’s detours.
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IV. Deborah and Barak (Judges 4-5)
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A prophetess named Deborah did rise,  

A mother in Israel, wise and true.  

She called on Barak to take arms and prize,  

To lead the fight, with God’s strength shining through.
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Sisera’s chariots of iron filled the plain,  

Yet Deborah’s faith would never bend or break.  

Barak charged forth, in courage not in vain,  

And Sisera’s force did crumble, quake by quake.
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Jael, the wife of Heber, struck the blow,  

As Sisera fled, she drove the tent peg deep.  

Thus Israel’s foes were brought to their low,  

And peace returned, as Deborah’s songs sweep.

––––––––
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For in the hands of women, God’s plan laid,  

A testament of strength, in faith displayed.
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