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Stephen Marshall (9 August 1985 – 16 April 2006) was a 20-year old man who made headlines after searching federal Sex Offender registries for the names and addresses of convicted sex offenders, then traveling to Maine and killing two before he was stopped by the police.

EARLY LIFE

Marshall was born on August 9, 1985 in Fort Worth, Texas. His parents later moved to rural Cape Breton Island where he grew up until the summer of 1993, when Stephen was sent to live with his grandparents in Arizona. His mother Margaret and six-week old sister Sarah also moved down to Arizona later in the fall. Stephen's father stayed in Louisbourg, Nova Scotia. However, Stephen's parents separated after they returned later in 2004. His parents divorced when he was eight years old, and his father left for the United States.

When Stephen Marshall was 13 years old, his father visited him in Cape Breton, and shortly afterward, Marshall moved to the United States.

While living in Idaho as a teenager, Stephen Marshall and his friends sometimes talked about sexual abusers when the subject came up in the news. With Joe Reisdorph and some other friends, they were of the opinion that sexual abusers were worthless. To Marshall and his friends, sexual abuse was a heinous crime which was actually worse than murder.

As a 14-year-old boy in 2000, Stephen created his own website. He linked to a website with the "sweetest pics of weapons that you can find anywhere" and listed "personal dislikes" which included "minorities getting special treatment, men who don't keep their women in line, Asthmatic women in general, the beautiful people, my job, cleaning, school, society, the disgusting commercialization of our daily lives, the economic system, capitalism, rich people, the United Nations, a world government, the feds, the man and his rules, civil oppression, and the Patriot Act" of 2001. 

While living in Culdesac, Idaho, Marshall, at the age of 15 was charged with aggravated assault after pointing an assault rifle at a neighborhood boy who was fighting with a friend on his in his father's front yard. It was the gun that got him into trouble in April 2001. The trouble started after Reisdorph's younger brother, Chris Reisdorph squirted Tyler with a water gun. This resulted in a fight between Chris and the 16-year-old Nathan Tyler in Marshall's front yard.

Marshall pointed the assault rifle at Nathan Tyler and yelled, "Let him go!" According to the police report, Mr. Tyler looked up and saw Mr. Marshall standing in the door with a black gun.  Tyler reported the event to an adult neighbor and the sheriff's department was contacted afterward.

When deputies arrived, Marshall told them the gun was unloaded and that he hadn't pointed it in Tyler's direction. The Deputies however arrested him and confiscated a Colt Sport .223-caliber rifle with a 30-round magazine.

Stephen was charged by the police in April 24, 2001 with a felony aggravated assault for breaking up a scuffle in front of his house with an AR 15 assault rifle in hand. He appeared in court for sentencing on 27th July 2001 and was placed on probation for six months. He was ordered to attend a hunter's safety course, write an apology letter and five-page paper on teen violence. 

On August 10th and 16th 2001, James R. Phillips Ph.D., conducted a mental health evaluation of Stephen as part of his probation. The evaluation results found out that Marshall's responses did suggest that he often, to some extent questioned authority and distrusted the motivations of others. The result further showed that, He was likely to be quite introspective and calculating in his actions. The report concluded that: "No significant psychopathology is present that would have any impact on Mr. Marshall's ability to comply with the conditions of his Informal Adjustment, or contribute to the likelihood of his commitment of future crimes." 

On August 19, 2001, Stephen wrote a five-page paper on teen violence as part of probation requirements. It was entitled Guns And Their Relation To Juvenile Crime. He cited the NRA as one of his sources.

As a student in his school in Malcolm Monroe middle school Culdesac, Marshall was seen as a youth who seemed to be emotional and a little angry. He wasn't always in trouble, but he was a little bit rebellious. He sometimes had a classroom discipline problem according to one of his teachers. Marshall was however, not seen as a threat while at school. The incident on the front lawn appears to have been the only incident where he got arrested or got involved with the police.

STEPHEN’S LATER LIFE

In the Summer-Fall of 2002, Stephen Marshall relocated to Phoenix, Arizona to live with his half-sister and her family. While there, Stephen attended senior year at Desert Vista High School in Arizona. 

Stephen visited his mother in the Spring-Summer of 2003 for the first time since leaving Nova Scotia four years earlier. Stephen also visited his father, who was then living with his first wife, in Colorado. 

On May-June, 2003, Stephen's old high school friend, Chance Coombes, had sex with an under aged girl at a friend's house in Fort Collins, Colorado. He was charged with sexual assault on a child. He later pleaded guilty to intimidating a witness and third degree assault. (It is not known whether Stephen met Chance when they were both in Colorado.) 

Stephen moved back to Nova Scotia to live with his mom and attended a computer course at Memorial High School, North Sydney in September 2003. In December of that year, he was informed by the Canadian military that they cannot accept him because of his asthma. 

Stephen became very depressed with his life, probably as a result of his failure to get into the Canadian army. He became so depressed that he had to see a psychiatrist twice for depression in August 2004. He was scheduled for another meeting which he canceled. 

Stephen Marshall left his mom’s place in February and moved into a rooming house in Whitney Pier, Sydney, Nova Scotia. Two months after moving in, a known pedophile named Francis Doyle was released from prison and moved into the same rooming house with Marshall. 

Stephen became aghast at the arrival of Doyle and immediately moved out, renting an apartment on Regent Street in North Syndey. He would share the apartment with Dan Devoe, Devon Farrell and Courtney Burton.  

Ralph Marshall, Stephen’s father paid a visit to Stephen in Sydney in the fall of 2005. 

In January 2006, Stephen became increasingly depressed that Friends and family noticed that Stephen wasn’t himself anymore; he seemed to be depressed all the time. It was during this period that Stephen fainted at work. Whether that was a result of exhaustion or just depression was not really clear. After the fainting episode, Stephen and his mother Margaret met with Pastor Kevin Mattatall. During the meeting, Stephen accepted Christ into his life as his personal lord and savior. After giving his life to Christ, Stephen started to attend church regularly. 

In April 11, 2006: Stephen withdrew $500 (CDN) from his bank account and $2657.00 (USD) from his U.S. account, leaving a balance in that account of only 61 cents. Early the next morning, Stephen said good-bye to his housemates, told Courtney and Devon he was going to Baddeck, Cape Breton. Instead, he headed for Maine to visit his father who was then living in that State. 

That same day, Stephen used interact for a purchased at The Source for $1,076.32. Margaret, his mother, assumed this was for the purchase of his laptop computer. He also purchased a GPS mapping software. On the way, he had a car trouble and pulled into the Coastal Inn in Sackville, New Brunswick for the night. He called housemate Dan Devoe, lied to him and told him he was in Baddeck visiting grandparents. 

He called his father, who had been expecting him on April 13, 2006. Stephen called him to come and get him. His father picked him up and drove him to his house in Houlton, Maine. The next day, Stephen would miss his scheduled shift for his dishwasher job at the Canton Restaurant. Devoe wondered where Stephen was, called and left a message on his cell phone to no avail.

MURDER

Police interviews with Ralph Marshall, who lives in Houlton, suggested that he had argued with his son, who seemed obsessed with cleaning his father's weapons just hours before the killings. The first thing Stephen wanted to do when he got to Houlton was go shooting. For the next two days, Stephen Marshall made the same request to clean his father's weapons and the father declined.

Early in the morning of April 16, 2006, Stephen left Houlton in his father's pick-up truck with three guns and his laptop computer. 

At 3:00 am on the 16th of April 2006, Marshall shot Joseph Gray at his home in Milo. Gray’s wife, Janice Gray, 55, was asleep in her bedroom when she was awakened abruptly by men’s voices. When she went to investigate, the woman saw her husband shot and killed in front of the TV. Before she got to the living room he had been shot.

At 8:15 am of the same day, Marshall shot William Elliott, invading his residence. Elliott's girlfriend, witnessed the killing and wrote down the license plate of Marshall's truck which she passes on to the police.  

Stephen drove by the homes of four other registered Maine pedophiles that day.

After the shootings, Stephen ditched his pick-up truck near a bus station in Bangor, Maine. He dropped the ammunition in the toilet tank of the station washroom. He then bought a ticket and boarded a bus to Boston. Police later found the ammunition and confirmed that Stephen Marshall bought a bus ticket to Boston. 

That afternoon Stephen's mom, Margaret, and his step-dad learned of the shootings on TV. 

It is believed that Stephen Marshall gained access to information about his victims, along with the names of 32 others on the state’s online sex offender registry.

The Penobscot Regional Communications Center received a report of a shooting at the Gray residence in Milo at about 3:14 a.m. on Sunday 16th April 2006.

Five hours later, a similar call came in from Corinth.

VICTIMS’ CRIMES DISSIMILAR

Although the victims lived less than 20 miles apart, the crimes that led to their listings as sex offenders had few similarities.

Gray was convicted in Bristol County, Mass., in 1991 for indecent assault and battery on a child under the age of 14 and the rape of a child. He lived in Mansfield, Mass., in the early 1990s.

Elliott was convicted in 2002 in a 3rd District Court in Newport of sexual abuse of a minor and sentenced to four months in jail. As a result of that misdemeanor conviction, he was ordered to register as a sex offender for 10 years.

The killings in rural Maine attracted worldwide media attention. “Primer Impacto,” a Spanish-language television program broadcast on the Univision Network, aired the story.

HOW STEPHEN MARSHALL DIED

After shooting Elliott, his girlfriend, who allegedly saw the Corinth shooting, gave authorities the license plate number and the make and model of the truck the gunman used for his getaway. Bangor police found a 2002 Toyota Tacoma pickup bearing that license plate at about 1 p.m. behind Sawyer Arena in Hayford, Park in Bangor.

Stephen was driving his father's pickup, which was spotted leaving the scene in Corinth around 8:15 a.m., about five hours after the shooting in Milo was reported. The truck was later abandoned near an ice arena in Bangor, Maine.

The manhunt would take place in three surrounding states but would end when police tracked Marshall inside a Vermont Bus Lines coach. Sitting in the back of the bus, Marshall pulled out his .45 caliber handgun when officers boarded the bus.     

Then he shot himself in the head. 

When paramedics arrived, they found a second handgun in Marshall's possession. No one else on the bus was injured, but five passengers who were splattered with blood were taken to an area hospital to be examined.

Stephen Marshall was pronounced dead at 11:24 pm at Boston Medical Center as a result of
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