
Table of Contents

Needed Truth 2012

JESUS CHRIST: (1) THE RADIANCE OF GOD'S GLORY (DAVID WOODS)

JESUS CHRIST: (2) THE EXACT IMPRINT OF GOD'S NATURE (KARL SMITH)

JESUS CHRIST: (3) THE UPHOLDER OF ALL THINGS (STEPHEN HICKLING)

JESUS CHRIST: (4) THE PURIFIER OF SINS WHO HAS SAT DOWN ON HIGH (DON WILLIAMSON)

JESUS CHRIST: (5) THE MESSIAH – THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON (KEITH DORRICOTT)

JESUS CHRIST: (6) THE HIGH PRIEST - THE SANCTITY OF HIS PRIESTHOOD (JOHN TERRELL)

JESUS CHRIST: (7) THE MEDIATOR: THE SUPERIORITY OF THE NEW COVENANT (DAVID VILES)

JESUS CHRIST: (8) THE FORERUNNER - THE SUBSTANCE OF THE TRUE TABERNACLE (BRIAN FULLARTON)

FIRE! (GILBERT GRIERSON)

TIME, TALENTS & TRAVEL - AN INTERVIEW WITH KEVIN BEAL, BRANTFORD, CANADA

UPSIDE DOWN VALUES: THOSE WHO ARE MERCIFUL (CRAIG JONES)

UPSIDE DOWN VALUES: THOSE WHO ARE PURE IN HEART (ANDREW DORRICOTT)

UPSIDE DOWN VALUES- THE PEACEMAKERS (ANDY SEDDON)

UPSIDE DOWN VALUES - THOSE WHO ARE PERSECUTED (RICHARD HUTCHINSON)

MARRED CLAY IN THE POTTER'S HAND (GERALDE MAG-USARA)

RIOTS IN ENGLAND (PETER HICKLING)

GOING AWAY FROM HOME TO STUDY (GREG NEELY)

MISSION: GLIMPSE OF ETERNITY FROM LIBERIA (LAWRENCE ONYOKOKO)

ETHICAL DILEMMAS: (1) CONTRACEPTION (GARETH ANDREWS)

ETHICAL DILEMMAS: (2) ASSISTED REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES (DR. JOHN ROBINSON)

ETHICAL DILEMMAS: (3) ABORTION (TREVOR SHAW)

ETHICAL DILEMMAS: (4) EUTHANASIA (BEN JONES)

THE FIRST KISS: GILBERT GRIERSON, KNOCKNACLOY, N. IRELAND

SELF-ESTEEM (PAUL MERCHANT)

PRAYER MAIL - AN INTERVIEW WITH DEREK ADAMS, STOKE, ENGLAND

FISCAL FIASCOS AND THE SATANIC SOLUTION (MARTIN JONES)

S IS FOR... SEPARATION - WHAT, WHY, HOW? (GEOFF HYDON)

MISSION: WARMED-UP HEART OF AFRICA (BENNET NTAMBALIKA)

TWITCHING! (GILBERT GRIERSON)

IS IT MARRIAGE OR NOT? (PETER HICKLING)

TAKING A STAND - AN INTERVIEW WITH JACK MCILVENNA, MIDDLESBROUGH, ENGLAND

MISSION: LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS (GERALDE MAG-USARA)

WHY A WOMAN SHOULD COVER HER HEAD IN CHURCH (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

PRAYING FOR OUR CHILDREN (DAVID WEBSTER)

UNSOUGHT: (GILBERT GRIERSON)

THE HIGGS BOSON - THE GOD PARTICLE? (PETER HICKLING)

THE ADVOCATE (STEPHEN MCCABE)

MILESTONES: AN INTERVIEW WITH SUZANNAH GOLDSACK, VICTORIA, CANADA

MISSION: CAMP WORK (RICHARD HUTCHINSON)

WOMEN PREACHERS? (BRIAN JOHNSTON)

CONFLICT AT CORINTH: (1) CULTURAL TENSION (MARTIN JONES)

CONFLICT AT CORINTH: (2) SOCIAL TENSIONS (ALEX REID)

CONFLICT AT CORINTH: (3) MORAL ISSUES (GEOFF HYDON)

CONFLICT AT CORINTH: (4) PASTORAL CONFLICT (LEONARD ROSS)

GOSSIP (EDWIN NEELY)

Also By Hayes Press

About the Publisher


NEEDED TRUTH 2012 (VOLUME 119)

Copyright © Hayes Press 2018

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form, without the written permission of Hayes Press.

Published by:

HAYES PRESS Publisher, Resources & Media,

The Barn, Flaxlands

Royal Wootton Bassett

Swindon, SN4 8DY

United Kingdom

www.hayespress.org

Scripture quotations marked RV are from the Revised Version Bible (1885, Public Domain).  Scriptures marked NKJV are from the HOLY BIBLE, the New King James Version® (NKJV®). Copyright © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc.  Used by permission. All rights reserved. Scriptures marked NIV are from the New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Scriptures marked NASB are from the New American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission (www.Lockman.org).  Scripture quotations marked ESV are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

JESUS CHRIST: (1) THE RADIANCE OF GOD'S GLORY (DAVID WOODS)
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On a recent holiday, I enjoyed the pleasure of an early morning jog. As the country roads turned towards the east, the low position of the sun in the winter sky made it difficult to see anything else in front of me. The brightness of the sun on that clear morning was blinding, and care was needed to ensure I didn't run into oncoming traffic or some obstacles that could trip me up. It was glorious, yet, at the same time, a little uncomfortable!

On a Galilee mountain the disciples Peter, James and John had an experience that was even more glorious. Shortly before they climbed that mountain to pray with Jesus, Peter had declared that he and the other disciples were convinced that Jesus was the Christ, the promised Messiah and the Son of the Living God.1 There, on that mountaintop, it was as if God wanted to confirm that fact unmistakably, and Jesus' face and form was changed in a unique way. Matthew tells us, he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as light.1 Jesus Christ shone brighter than the sun! Something of His heavenly glory, that was His from all eternity,3 burst through and astounded those men. In Heb.1:3 we're told that He is the radiance of the glory of God. Forever, God's Son has been radiating and shining forth as the glory of God.

David could write in Ps.19:1, The heavens declare the glory of God. He was awestruck as he viewed, without the aid of modern telescopes, the grandeur of God's creation and the stars that filled the night sky. For him they declared the glory of God. And the vast universe that we can peer into today still does the same! But the heavens are not the glory of God; they are only a declaration of God's glory, which is far and above anything that He has created. God's glory is His alone!

It's useful to try to define 'glory'. A suggested definition is: 'God's glory is the beauty of His manifold perfections. It can refer to the bright and awesome radiance that sometimes breaks forth in visible manifestations. Or it can refer to the infinite moral excellence of His character. In either case it signifies a reality of infinite greatness and worth.' 4  In Heb.1:3 the Greek word (doxa) that's translated 'glory' has the sense of 'something, or someone that owns a high estimation or opinion, and therefore has honour that results from that good opinion'.5 Realising that the glory of God we are considering in this scripture is the 'infinite excellence of His character', we come to appreciate that God the Son is the radiance of the unparalleled and unmatched being, person and character of God.

This brings us, for a moment, into the mind-bending truth of the Godhead: God who is one, yet three distinct persons - God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit - who are entirely and completely God in themselves! Jesus said that, "God is spirit..." 6 and John declared that no one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.7 So, we're right to think that it's God the Father being referred to, whom no one has ever seen or can see. 8 Yet, by the grace of God, we're able to see and know God, and His glory, through the person of God the Son, and the working of God the Holy Spirit, who indwells all believers.9 We are helped by God Himself to understand something of the true magnitude of what we're considering here: that being fully God, God the Son radiates everything that God is in His infinite being and person.

Radiance means a 'shining forth', or the Tight that shines from a luminous body'.10 Just like the bright sun radiates a blinding light by virtue of what it is, so God the Son radiates the awesome glory of God by virtue of who He is. And He has done so for all eternity, and will continue to do so for all eternity!  Isaiah and Ezekiel had awesome visions of heaven, and they both saw one like a man on the throne in heaven. It was a glorious sight that was almost beyond description,11but they were looking at Him who is the radiance of God's glory, the eternal Son of God. And this was prior to His being born in the likeness of men ... being found in human form.12 Now we stand in awe of the grand plans of God, that He would reveal Himself and His glory to us, through God the eternal Son, by His taking on human flesh.

God had declared something of His glory in the creation of the universe. He had declared something of His glory through the giving of the Law and the Word of God that today comprises our Old Testaments. But that wasn't enough. God the Son, the one who is the radiance of the glory of God, walked on this earth with us. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.13 This was the full expression of God's glory to us.

In everything He was excellent. He was infinitely better than any who had lived before, and any of His contemporaries. He is superior in all ways to any who have lived since. He was sinless perfection,14 and He exuded the character of God in all that He did, while subjecting and humbling Himself to the limitations of human experience. Peter, recounting his experience on that mountaintop, wrote that he received honour and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased," we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.15  God declared from heaven on three occasions His delight in God the Son, the one who became the Son of Man, who was the radiance of the glory of God in every aspect of His life.

John wrote that the Lord's first miracle, changing water into wine at the wedding parts in Cana. manifested his glory,16 Through the wonder of His countless miracles, the glory of God was also seen. He is the radiance of the glory of God. There is none that compares to Him, and to what He has done.  But there was more that the Lord Jesus wanted His disciples to know about the eternal glory of God. He prayed the night before Calvary, "Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory [doxa] that you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world.” 17 For all eternity, those who are His will delight in Him who will forever be the radiance of the glory of God. It's through the person of our Lord Jesus Christ that we will be eternally introduced to the beauty of God's manifold perfections.

It required the eternal Son to humble Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross,18 so that we sinners, who had fallen so far short of recognising and acknowledging God's glory,19 might be brought into the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.20  Later in Hebrews we're encouraged to run, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.21 Running and looking to Him who is the radiance of the glory of God, should be a glorious experience. Dark shadows are cast on us when something comes between the Son and us. What things are casting shadows in our lives and block our view of the glory of God as we see it in the face of Jesus? Remove them!

In the clear, unobstructed light of His infinite perfections and eternal excellence, things that are of fleeting and fading value must be put in their proper place. There is nothing and no one to compare to our God, and the one who is the radiance of His glory. Enjoy Him now, and for ever.

References: (1) Matt.16:16 (2) Matt.17:2 (3) Jn 17:5 (4) J. Piper, Desiring God: Meditations of a Christian Hedonist, 2004 (5) W.E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words: Glory, Glorious (6) Jn 4:24 (7) Jn 1:18 (8) 1 Tim.6:16 (9) Rom.8:9,11 (10) W.E. Vine, Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old & New Testament Words: Bright, Brightness (11) see Isa.6 and Ezek.1 (12) Phil.2:7-8 (13) Jn 1:14 (14) 1 Jn 3:5  (15) 2 Pet.1:17-18 (16) Jn 2:11 (17) Jn 17:24 (18) Phil.2:8 (19) Rom.3:23 (20) 2 Cor.4:6 (21) Heb.12:2
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JESUS CHRIST: (2) THE EXACT IMPRINT OF GOD'S NATURE (KARL SMITH)
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Last time we looked at the description of the Lord Jesus in Heb.1:3 as the radiance of the glory of God, This phrase focuses on how the Lord Jesus shines out one particular aspect of God: His 'glory'. Now we move on to how the Lord Jesus expresses all of God's innermost being: His 'nature'.  He is ... the exact imprint of his nature, the writer to the Hebrews continues in the English Standard Version. The Revised version chooses the word 'substance' instead of 'nature'. The Greek word both are trying to translate is hypostasis. This was a word that had been used four hundred years or so beforehand by Plato and other Greek philosophers to mean the real nature of something, underlying its appearance.

Readers familiar with C.S. Lewis's Narnia series will remember the description of heaven that appears at the end of the final book in the series, The Last Battle. In his fictitious universe, Lewis imagines heaven to be a larger and perfected version of the places they have loved throughout their lives. Perhaps fancifully, the book explains that the England the characters had lived in before their death and the Narnia known by those who had lived there were merely shadow lands, which give physical expression to the real England and the real Narnia that exist as part of the real world above. 'The reason why we loved the old Narnia is that it sometimes looks a little like this', a unicorn rapturously explains to the children. Their friend the Professor replies, "It's all in Plato, all in Plato: bless me, what do they teach them at these schools!"

Plato, in his Republic, compared the world to a cave whose inhabitants see only distorted shadows, thrown on the roof by a crackling fire, of what is really there in the larger world outside. The external material things we can see are bound to be illusionary in some way in Plato's thought, just like the shadows in the cave. Underlying each one, however, is an inner nature, its substance, its reality. One of the words Plato uses for this is its hypostasis, the same word translated 'nature' or 'substance' in Heb.1:3.

The nature or substance of something, then, is no woolly theory about it, but something solid you could rely on if only you could grasp it. The word literally means 'underneath standing' and this signals how foundational it is. In fact, by the time of the New Testament, the Greek word had come to mean an absolute confidence in the thing under discussion and it is used in this way later on in Hebrews e.g. Now faith is the assurance [this time the Authorised Version does translate this word as 'substance'] of things hoped for.1 But how can we with our tiny finite minds ever hope to grasp the nature of God firmly enough to have this kind of confidence in Him?

He wanted to make His invisible nature visible to us. He sent us more than a flickering shadow. In fact, He sent His Son who is the exact imprint of his nature. The New International Version (NIV) translates this word as the exact representation of His being. Other scriptures such as 2 Cor.4:4 and Col.1:15 talk about the Lord Jesus as the image of God and the image of the invisible God. In these verses the Holy Spirit chooses the word eikon, which we still use in English as 'icon'. This emphasises the visual element of what is seen, something you can look at. Heb.1:3 uses a deeper word, which is found only once in our Bibles, charakter. This word, by contrast, emphasises the process by which the image is made. It was a symbol created by an engraving tool on something like a coin. Or perhaps a seal on a ring was pressed in hot wax. When it cooled down, the image left in it would show exactly what was on the seal. We still use this word in a similar way. In printing, a character such as a letter or number on the page reflects exactly what is on the head of the typewriter or on the printing press. To take yet another example, by looking at the imprint in the snow, you can see exactly the pattern of the boot that has walked in it.

The Lord Jesus is not a rough approximation, a vague idea of what God is like. He is not a shadow of God's nature, as in Plato's cave. Shadows lengthen out at twilight and shrink in towards mid-day. They dance and move in bizarre ways as the fire crackles. He is not someone from whom we can piece together a good guess as to God's nature.  The unfathomable nature of God is represented exactly in His Son, the exact imprint of his nature. This happens to an extent in human families. We carry genetic information in our DNA that often causes us to resemble our parents, whether in looks or character. How often have you heard someone say, "So and so is the image of his father"? No-one looks precisely identical to his father, however. We all have features of our own to add to the mix. 

The Lord Jesus is the express image of His Father's substance with nothing added into the mix from elsewhere. Of all the 'many ways' God had spoken through the prophets mentioned in Heb.1, none had been so precise an expression of His being as this expression in these last days when he has spoken to us by his Son.2 This, however, is not to downplay the Old Testament Scriptures. They form part of the divine Word of God as the main means by which we learn about who God is today. As our inner thoughts need words to communicate them to others, so the Bible communicates the truth of God to us perfectly and directly. Because of the limitations of our human languages and our finite minds, however, God sent His Son to communicate, not only His truth, but His whole nature. Many of those who saw Him would not be able to read the Scriptures, although they could hear them read aloud. Nevertheless, the Lord Jesus was a walking, talking Bible to them in His actions and personality as much as in His teaching. It is no accident that the Lord Jesus is also called 'The Word'.3

Looking at the Lord Jesus is precisely equivalent to looking at God. That's why He could tell Philip, "Whoever has seen me has seen the Father".4 I suspect that the angels in heaven cannot directly see or even understand the nature of God, but perhaps even there He delights in revealing it through His Son. Certainly, however, God was seen through His Son on earth. Those who saw Him act saw the way God acts: "the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise."5 He gave the example of raising the dead, something only God could do.6 Soon Jairus's daughter and Lazarus would be able to testify that the Son was the image of the Father in this respect, making God's power to raise the dead spectacularly visible. We look forward to the day when He will raise our loved ones who have died in Christ - and then ourselves - to enjoy eternal life in new bodies. Equally they could be confident that the teaching they heard from Him was not different by a single syllable from what God Himself wanted to teach them: "1 do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me."7

Some aspects of God's nature as expressed in Christ shocked enemy and disciple alike, such as the profound holiness that extended beyond external things into the hidden motives - and also the consuming desire to extend forgiveness to even the most unpalatable of people. "Who can forgive sins but God alone?" asked the scribes, not realising that God's exact imprint was among them.8 Their concept of God's nature was too small. Human philosophy cannot comprehend its fullness in words and concepts, so God sent His Son for us to see it expressed in a person, For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.9

References: (1) Heb.11:1 (2) Heb.1:1-2 (3) Jn 1:1-14 (4) Jn 14:9 (5) Jn 5:19 (6) Jn 5:21 (7) Jn 8:28 (8) Mk.2:7 (9) Col.2:9 
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JESUS CHRIST: (3) THE UPHOLDER OF ALL THINGS (STEPHEN HICKLING)
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By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God...1

This takes us right back to the beginning, to Gen.1. It was by the mouth of God that the universe was created and we know that the creation was effected through the Son.  Whilst Heb.11:3 has the command of God in creative power in view, however, Heb.1:3 focuses on the Son's word of sustaining power: The Son ... sustaining all things by his powerful word.2

'Sustaining' conveys the dual thought of support and movement. By His every word, God the Son not only upholds the universe, but regulates it and carries it forward. His powerful imperative is the reason the universe both exists as it does and continues to exist.

For by [or in] Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 3

In Col.1, the Lord's priority and authority, vis-a-vis His creation, are clear: all things were created by Him and for Him. More than that, though, all things were created in Him. That seems to express something of the dependence which the creation has on the Lord. It is solely on account of all things being the result of His creative design, will and continued supply of energy that our universe hangs together as it does. Don't the laws of nature bear out so clearly the harmony and solidarity of the Godhead and testify also to the Son's tireless work of upholding? And yet, what a marked contrast we see in the 'upholder of all things', as He was led away to be crucified. We read of Him: Then they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. 4

The same word, which is used of His upholding power in Heb.1:3, is here used of the men who 'brought' Him to Golgotha. Of course, they had no knowledge of the sustaining power of the One they bore. They saw a man exhausted from trial and false testimony, battered by the scourging of Roman soldiers, and agonising at what He alone knew lay before Him; and so they carried Him to the Place of the Skull. We rejoice at the grace of God in allowing the 'upholder of all things' to be brought by sinful men to Calvary!  Yet, physically weakened though the Saviour was (struggling even to 'uphold' His own cross - see Lk.23:26), how thankful we are that He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness.5 He carried a weight far greater at Calvary than the cross of wood he carried to Calvary. In God's mercy, we will never know how heavy that cup of God's wrath against sin was; He bore it on the cross, where He drained it completely, even to the very dregs.

By His powerful word

The Lord Jesus is the Word (Gk. 'logos') that was with God, that was God and that became flesh.6 'Logos' means the expression of thought and, as the Word, Christ is the full expression of the heart and mind of God. In His person, character and actions, He fully communicates to us all that we are able to comprehend about God.  In Heb.1:3, though, the focus is on the detail of His every utterance (Gk. 'Rhema'). The words He speaks are full of power to sustain; they uphold the universe!

The power of divine utterance was evident in creation. God spoke and it was so and He saw that it was good. Just so, the words of the Lord Jesus carry dynamic force. After all, He told His disciples that He did not speak on His own, but spoke only what He was commanded to speak by His Father. Even the words He used were the ones His Father gave Him to speak and time after time in the gospel narratives we see their wonderful power.  The Jews often expressed the power of God in their writings by phrases such as 'He carries all His creatures' or 'He bears His world'. The writer to the Hebrews was giving clear testimony to the deity of the Lord Jesus, then, in stating that by His powerful words, the Lord sustains all things. What a striking contrast there is between the power of
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