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Birth of a Great Leader


Moses was one of the greatest leaders of all time. He was a man fully surrendered to the Commander of Angel Armies, the Lord of heaven and earth. Moses was a man whom God could trust, a faithful friend of God. Today, the eyes of the Lord are searching all over the world for men and women who will be his faithful servants—individuals who will allow the God of heaven to work through them to accomplish the task at hand.

God chose Moses to be a leader, but not to lead merely a dozen people, nor hundreds, nor even thousands. God chose him to lead millions. Just think about leading over a million people out from under the tyrannical hold of Egypt. How would you like to be chosen by God himself to lead more than a million grumbling people through the desert?

Through Moses, YAHWEH performed miracles that people have heard about down through history: the plagues, the Passover, the exodus from Egypt, and the crossing of the Sea of Reeds (Red Sea). All these responsibilities and tasks required a man who was totally surrendered to the will of the Lord. And that man was Moses.

As we take a look at Moses’ life, we learn a lot that we can apply to our own lives. The stories about him are not just stories; they are real-life occurrences that have much to teach us. All that happened to Moses and to Israel is an example (and a warning) to we who live in the last days (Acts 2:17; Hebrews 1:2). We can learn from the example of the Israelites and their seemingly endless complaining. The consequences they faced are a warning to us. And we can receive encouragement from the miracles they experienced in their deliverance and in the desert. The apostle Paul tells us, “All the tests they endured on their way through the wilderness are a symbolic picture, an example that provides us with a warning so that we can learn through what they experienced. For we live in a time when the purpose of all the ages past is now completing its goal within us” (1 Corinthians 10:11).

Perhaps the most important lesson for us in the Exodus account is the way of abandonment to God, for we all travel the same spiritual road the Israelites traveled when coming out of Egypt. The ancient book of Exodus gives us the roadmap to fully surrendering to the Lord of all.



The Testing of Faith


When Jacob and his family settled as exiles in Egypt, they knew that YAHWEH would one day bring them back to the land of promise. But it took 430 years for that promise to come to fruition (Exodus 12:40–41). Only then did God raise up the mighty deliverer, Moses. Why did God wait that long? And why did he allow Jacob’s descendants to suffer so miserably?

There are always things that seem mysterious to our faith—questions that leave us leaning on God and not on our own understanding. The only answer we can rely on is this: God is good (Psalm 100:5), and he will work all things together for good in his time (Romans 8:28). Jesus, too, was a captive. He was given into the hands of wicked men and finally nailed to a cross. God’s captive ones are those whom he seems to use the most. The apostle Paul even referred to himself as a prisoner of the Lord (Ephesians 3:1). Captivity works into us the righteousness of God. But we can find joy even in a land of captivity. The joy is found in the faithfulness of God, who keeps every promise he makes.

Ezekiel saw a vision of God that included wheels within wheels (Ezekiel 1:15–21). These wheels represent the government of God, his administration, and his ways. He has reasons for everything he does, and he always has ways to fulfill his purposes: reasons within reasons, ways within ways. There are times when we begin to see his purposes, but we can easily miss his timing. To know God’s will does not mean we know his timing to fulfill it. Often, God gives promises to us that require our faith and patience before they come to fulfillment.

So why did God wait over four hundred years to intervene for his chosen people? Why did the Israelites have to remain in Egypt all that time? Only the Lord knows fully, and that must always be our response to the mysteries of God. Still, we can discern at least four obvious reasons:


	•God was preparing his people for their inheritance. You can’t leave five million dollars to a six-year-old and expect him or her to be wise in spending it. God was preparing and maturing his people for their eventual release from Egyptian rule.


	•When Jacob and the rest of his family members finally settled in Egypt under Joseph’s care, they were seventy in number (Genesis 46:26–27). Seventy people would not be enough to claim the land that God had set aside for them. So God waited until they were over a million strong.


	•The time for God to deal with the Amorites was not fully ripe in Abraham’s lifetime (Genesis 15:16). The sin of the Amorites hadn’t stacked up enough to justify removing them from the land. So God’s plan not only involved the Israelites coming into their inheritance, but it also included the Amorites coming into judgment for sin. God gave Abraham this promise in Genesis 15:16: “After the fourth generation, your descendants will return here; for then the sin of the Amorites will be ripe for judgment.”


	•God also waited because he did not have a deliverer ready to do his work. Moses was not yet on the scene. God will not act until he finds a prepared individual to use. While we are looking for better methods, God is looking for people who are willing to be used by him. There must be at least one person ready to receive God’s call.




As you can see, God has wheels within wheels, multiple purposes for all that he does.

I (Brian) once had a dream of a generation rising up that would release a new dawning on the earth—a spiritual awakening. They were young, they were bold, and they would never give up. They pushed back the darkness and brought the dawn of a new day—a day of heaven on earth. As I awoke from the dream, I heard the Lord say to me, “My daybreakers are coming! My dawnmakers are coming! They will shift everything with the glory that I have placed within them. They will do great works and will honor me all their days.”

I want to be one of those daybreakers and dawnmakers. Don’t you?





Let’s Pray



Lord, thank you for raising Moses up, the great deliverer, to lead your people out of Egypt so that we, too, would have an inheritance. As I study the life of Moses, give me the beautiful character traits that set him apart from other men. Make me a deliverer, a daybreaker, a dawnmaker. I want to awaken my generation to the supernatural life of an overcomer. I know you can do this, and I ask that you do this in me, for I pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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The Need for Exodus


The Israelites had many children and multiplied greatly. They increased to be so numerous and powerful that the whole land was swarming with them…So the king set slave masters over the Israelites, severely oppressing them with forced labor. They used the Israelites to build the storehouse cities of Pithom and Rameses for Pharaoh. But the harder they afflicted the Israelites, the more rapidly they multiplied and increased, until the Egyptians detested the Israelites. So the Egyptians brutally enslaved them. They treated them ruthlessly and made their lives miserable with hard labor. They forced the Israelites to make clay bricks and mortar, and to toil in their fields. They had no pity on them whatsoever.

Exodus 1:7, 11–14

By this time in the biblical story, Joseph and all his brothers had already died. From the seventy Israelite souls that started out in Egypt, they had multiplied and increased so much that the land was full of them. Genesis 10 lists seventy nations that grew after the people’s dispersal from the tower of Babel. Exodus says that seventy Israelites (1:5)—descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—formed a small familial world that God would build into a formidable nation among nations. Their population size was finally large enough for them to take the next step into nationhood. And this meant that the time had come for their exodus from Egypt.

The word exodus means “a departure, migration, emigration, evacuation.” The Israelites could not avoid their coming exodus. It was a necessary part of their process, of God’s work in them and for them. It would be their deliverance and healing under God’s mighty hand. They would have a mass departure from their enslavement to the Egyptians by the blood of a Passover lamb.

In much the same way today, every child of God needs to embrace an exodus from this world system as a crucial element of God’s plan to accelerate and release us into the next stage of our kingdom destiny. By this we mean that we must be willing to leave the past behind and step into the incredible potential and promises of our future with God. We need to allow Jesus to heal our broken hearts and shattered dreams just as much as broken bones or a debilitating disease needs a healing touch. Our souls need his miracle touch. And just like it was for the Israelites, so for us, too. It takes the blood of the Lamb—our Passover King—for us to secure our own personal exodus. We need only to believe that Christ is truly who he says he is. He has come as our Savior, our Healer, and our Redeemer.




From Favored to Feared


From Jacob’s humble beginnings, God would make his descendants very great. They increased in number throughout all the land of Egypt and became a formidable group to the Egyptians. With Joseph no longer around to speak up for his people, the Egyptians viewed the Hebrews with suspicion and treated them with quiet contempt. The harsh reality of ethnic tensions began to emerge. With oppression and prejudice, the Egyptians enslaved the Hebrews. And they said, “We must outsmart them” (Exodus 1:10).

This is how the Enemy operates—shrewdly and harshly. Slavery is among the most degrading and inhumane acts humans can commit against their fellow humans. Fear drives this kind of oppression. Human insecurities are always the main cause of abuse among individuals and nations. But as Christians, we must not give in to fear. We should always trust in God as our confidence and Protector.

The new king of Egypt moved with fear and resolved that there would be no chance for the Israelites to rebel. So, he appointed slave masters over the Israelites to oppress them through forced labor, making them work to build Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. Satan’s tactics haven’t changed. The slave masters of our culture still keep us enslaved by forced labor to a world system that offers no place for Christ.

The “Sons of Ra” was a common title for Pharaohs, emphasizing their supposed divine ancestry. This title served to legitimize their power among the people by emphasizing their function as the earthly personification of the sun deity.1 Pharaoh can also represent or be a picture of Satan—the god of this world system (John 12:31; Ephesians 2:2). God’s people originally enjoyed the world system (life in Goshen, a part of Egypt), but eventually they became enslaved by it. The Hebrew word for Egypt is Mitzrayim, which means “limitations or boundaries” and is derived from the root tzarrar, which means “shut in, restrain, limit, border.”2 Other related words from this root are meitzar (distress, hardship), tzar (narrow, confined place), and tzarrah (sorrow, anguish). So Egypt is clearly a picture of the affliction and bondage of hearts to this world system.

Even the names of the store cities that the Hebrews were forced to build indicated they were designed from a spirit of boastful pride, just like the ancient tower of Babel. Pithom means “mouth of justice,” and Rameses means “thunder of the standard.” Pharaoh was seeking to propagate Egypt’s cultural standard throughout the world. Today, every nation and every race is still bound by this pride and superiority. For thousands of years, the nations of the earth have sought to thunder out their standards and boast of their cultural superiority as they build treasure cities out of arrogance.

In contrast, the heavenly Jerusalem will be made up of a people who have only one boast, the Lord Jesus Christ. The Egyptian warehouse cities were built of bricks. Bricks represent what man can make. The spirit of Babylon is represented in the building with man-made bricks, unlike the Spirit of God, who builds with stones—living stones formed by God (1 Peter 2:4–5).

The Hebrews were taken from tending their flocks and herds and forced to make bricks. This required digging in sticky and stiff clay, kneading it with their hands and feet, and then shaping it in molds to dry as bricks. This hard manual work was always under the harsh rule and inspection of Egyptian taskmasters. But even during the time the Israelites endured cruel treatment at the hands of the Egyptians, God turned it all around and used it to make the Hebrews a strong nation. He formed and shaped their lives so that one day they would rise up as a people for his name and he would bring them into their destiny.

Satan may try to defeat God’s purposes, but in the end, heaven wins. The more Satan seeks to harm us, the stronger we become. The Lord knows how to use affliction to make us mature. We multiply and flourish even when the Enemy throws his worst at us. Affliction and growth live together as partners.




Let’s Pray



My Redeemer, Jesus, thank you that you have already determined that the plans of the Enemy against me will fail. Whatever he sends to harm me, you will always use it for good. And in times of trouble, you’re always there for me. In my troubles, I can count on you to be my strength and to make me stronger. I turn my face to you today, knowing that you’re always going to be with me and that your love will always be available. For your goodness and your mercy follow me all the days of my life. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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Merciful Midwives


Finally, the king of Egypt commanded the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was called Shiphrah and another Puah: “Listen, when you help the Hebrew women in childbirth and see them on the birthstool, watch to see whether it is a girl or boy. If it’s a girl, let her live, but if it is a boy, kill him.” But the midwives feared God more than they feared the king of Egypt, so they did not obey his orders but allowed the little boys to live.

So the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you letting the boys live?” The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women have their babies much quicker than Egyptian women. When we arrive to help, they have already given birth.” Because the midwives feared God, he was good to them and gave them families of their own. And the Israelites continued to multiply, and they grew even more powerful. Pharaoh then commanded all his people: “Throw every newborn Hebrew boy into the Nile River, but let the girls live.”

Exodus 1:15–22

Moses’ life began during a very dreadful and dangerous time in history. Think of how his people were made to endure hard labor under the scorching sun from morning to night. Not only that, but they were likely in constant dread that they might be beaten by their slave masters. Like beasts of burden, they would carry their bricks to the construction sites that had been designated for Pharaoh’s cities. They had no rights and no rest. They could only do what Pharaoh demanded. They were also defiling themselves with the idols of Egypt (Ezekiel 20:7–8). This was life and the way of the world for every fallen son and daughter of Adam.

Adding to their misery, Pharaoh ordered infanticide of Hebrew boys. As always, down through history, we can see the strategy of Satan to destroy the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15). If all the male children were killed, there would be no David, and to make it worse, there would be no Son of David, no Messiah. Satan was then and is still willing to kill innocent children to enact his vile plan (Revelation 12:4).

Thankfully, the midwives disobeyed, at great risk to their own lives, and allowed the male children to live. They “feared God” more than they feared Pharaoh. Submission to civil authorities does have limits. There is a time to submit to civil authorities, for they oversee the laws of the land (Romans 13:1–7). But there is also a time to resist. When the king’s edict directly violates the laws of God (“Never commit murder,” Exodus 20:13), we ought to fear God even as did these brave midwives. God honored their civil disobedience by blessing them with husbands and children. Many advances in the church have come from those who have had to resist when civil authorities crossed the laws of God.

In Moses’ day, the names of those heroines were Shiphrah (“polished, bright, shining, beautiful, pleasing, trumpet-clear”) and Puah (“mouth, breath, utterance, command, or splendid”). The Lord is looking for shining and interceding spiritual midwives who will cooperate with God and cancel the Enemy’s plans. True spiritual midwives are needed who will assist in the birthing of prophetic purpose by not allowing the Enemy to murder the infant work of heaven.



One of the World’s Greatest Leaders


From Adam to Christ, there was no one else like Moses. The Scriptures give us a picture of his life, presented from his birth to his death. Moses was to become the deliverer, the hero, the rescuer of God’s people. He was a prophet, priest, and king rolled into one. But this did not happen overnight. It took eighty years before God entrusted him with the leadership of a people who would soon become a nation. So we, too, must be patient and devoted throughout the years of our lives and leave the scope and timing of our ministries to God.

During the first forty years of Moses’ life, he was riding around in the chariot as a prince, learning how to be noble in Egypt. The next forty years found him under the blazing sun, his prophetic destiny forgotten, while he learned how to be a nobody. After these experiences, and only after he learned the lessons he needed to learn, Moses was released to lead a people into their destiny. Think of it this way: he spent his last forty years of life learning what God could do with a nobody. Where are you in this process?




Birth of a Special Son



At that time, a certain Levite had married a woman who also was a descendant of Levi. She conceived and gave birth to her third child, a son. And realizing what a beautiful3 child he was, she kept him hidden from the Egyptians for three months. (Exodus 2:1–2)



The parents of Moses were both Levites who loved YAHWEH. And it was at the time of Moses’ birth that Pharaoh issued his order to kill the infant Hebrew males. In a time of cruelty and infanticide, God sent a deliverer who would set the people free. And Moses’ parents recognized something very special about their child. He was a “beautiful child” or “a child of divine beauty” (Acts 7:20). Fair in the eyes of God, Moses was selected by heaven to be the way-opener, the breaker who would lead the way for God’s people to escape Egypt’s tyranny. Some scholars believe Moses had an aura of glory upon his countenance when he was born, distinguishing him as a special servant of the Lord God. A shining face would later mark him again as one who dwelled in the presence of the Lord (Exodus 34:29). This forerunner, Moses, and his story can be considered a foreshadowing of the work of our Lord Jesus Christ to lead his people out of bondage—and no one was fairer or more extraordinary than he. Nonetheless, Moses stood out, even to his parents.

We learn from Exodus 6:20 that Moses’ father was named Amram, and his mother, Jochebed. Amram means “family of the Lofty One,” or “a people exalted.”4 And Jochebed means “Yahweh is her glory.”5 The sister of Moses was Miriam (the Hebrew name for Mary). Miriam means “aromatic, fragrant, high place, exaltation.” Pharaoh’s daughter named Moses after she rescued him from the water, and his name means “rescued (drawn up) out of the water.”

“Faith prompted the parents of Moses at his birth to hide him for three months, because they realized their child was exceptional and they refused to be afraid of the king’s edict” (Hebrews 11:23). Faith moved this godly couple to preserve the life of their special son. They clearly didn’t believe their “child of divine beauty” was born only to drown in the Nile. No, this was a child of destiny! So they hid him for as long as they could. At three months old, Moses’ cry would have been heard from outside the house. What if someone heard the cry of a Hebrew infant and learned he was a boy?

So his parents formed a plan. Did God inspire their plan supernaturally? We do not know. Perhaps divine revelation came to them in a dream or even through an angel; Scripture does not say. By faith, they acted on their hope that their son would live. With a sink-or-swim faith, Moses’ parents overcame not only fear of their son’s death, but also their fear of Pharaoh’s fury should he find out what they had done. Sometimes we need to push our problems out into God’s control as Moses’ mother pushed her baby, nestled in his basket, into the Nile.

When we let go of control and give our problems to God, we can stand back to see the miracles he will perform. God will preserve his people as he always has. For example, God led Mary and Joseph to take their infant son, Jesus, to Egypt and hide him there to spare him from Herod’s slaughter of infants (Matthew 2:13). God has a million ways to preserve his people. From Moses’ story, we learn that one of those ways is simply to hide them for a season.

So Moses’ brave mother made an “ark” (tebah)—a basket made from papyrus (similar to bamboo) and “sealed it inside and out with tar and pitch” (Exodus 2:3). Tebah is the same Hebrew word used for the ark of Noah. Both the ark of Noah and the ark of Moses brought deliverance from the waters of death. Moses was placed6 inside the ark and set into the river near the very spot where Pharaoh’s household bathed. How bold! Didn’t his parents know that would be the worst place to put Moses? No other place would be more dangerous for a Hebrew baby to be than under the nose of Pharaoh. This was bold faith! We can assume, that like most parents, everything inside them cried out with the desire to keep their baby near them, but a courageous, risky faith that believes in miracles took over.

Moses belonged in a cradle, safe by his mother’s side, not in what might very well become a floating coffin! This is one of the greatest acts of abandonment to God—a mother freely giving up her son through a bold act of faith.




Let’s Pray



Heavenly Father, I want the same kind of faith Moses’ mother had when she left all control of what would happen to Moses in your hands. I want to have her faith. So today I give my problems and difficulties to you. I thank you that you will take care of them and will lead me through the waters. I thank you that you will rescue me. You have a plan, and I know that you are with me. Thank you. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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