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1. Foreword
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Ideologues vs Pragmatists: The Clash Of Ideologies In US Politics

The US democracy ideologues are seriously impeding US and global political and socioeconomic progress.

This is because they are stubbornly holding on to their old ideas of how the world should work and should be run.

They want USA-style democracy to continue to dominate the world in every way possible as the shinning city on the hill
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2. Clash Of Ideologies
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The ideologues think that to compromise is to sacrifice their vaunted idealism.

They fight against different ideologies, and they fight tooth and nail against pragmatists.

The fact is that the modern world has become so complex that a single-mindedness to pursue a specific ideology is a dead end.
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3. Pragmatists
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Pragmatists change with the world they live in because they are prepared to listen to all options, consider all options, and make the necessary changes.

They know that compromise is absolutely essential in managing complex issues.

However, this is not to say that pragmatists do not have noble ideals and are not idealistic about building perfect systems.

Indeed, many of them do.

It is just that they are not blinded by their idealism to not see alternative views and possibilities. And they are always prepared to explore and even adopt new ideas where appropriate.

One might say cynically that they are like chameleons that change their colours according to the background for survival.

But adaption to the environment for the chameleons is essential for the species to continue and to survive.

In general, pragmatists view ideologues as out of touch with reality, stubborn beyond belief, narrow-minded, and hanging on unthinkingly to outmoded and maybe even dangerous ideas.
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4. Ideologues
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Ideologues are dead set against pragmatists whom they view as spineless opportunists, unreliable persons, and people without principles.

But that is an oversimplification, because even ideologues have to make some degree of compromises in their lives to survive and to prosper.

This is especially true in an ideological political environment where the top leaders hold all the power for the progress or otherwise of their subordinates, and the subordinates or underlings have to make all the necessary compromises to demonstrate their unquestionable loyalty, willingness, and readiness to follow orders from above.
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5. Outmoded Ideologies
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There is now general agreement that Communism is an outmoded ideology that has become long past its relevance in the modern world, and has been rejected by most countries.

But what about many other ideologies?

What about superpower hegemony, white supremacist ideology, unfettered capitalism, unrestrained economic growth at any cost, racial superiority, religious exclusivity, militarism, and narrow and rabid nationalism that has no regard for international cooperation and world peace?

And, what about monarchy?

What about autocracy, authoritarianism, military rule, socialism, capitalism, liberal capitalism, high taxation for high level of welfare services, and universal welfarism and universal income?

One might say that the jury is still out for many of these alternative ideologies. This is because of personal preferences, group prejudices, historical reasons and traditional and cultural factors.
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6. Democracy
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As for the democracy much touted by the West, there are certainly many different versions of it in Europe, America, Asia, and Africa.

Some of these are only marginally democratic because of infrequent elections, biased elections, and frequent military coups.
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7. Argentina
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Some democracies such as Argentina are in dire straits both economically and politically.

At one stage, Argentina has had an annual inflation rate of about 300%, with half the population in poverty.

The Argentine Crisis of 2001 brought poverty to the record level of 57.5 % in 2002.

As for the annual inflation rate of 300%, people who have not experienced such hyperinflation could hardly imagine what it is like to lose 1/3 of the purchasing power of their money in a month.

Basically, it is like 1000 pesos shrinks to 700 pesos in a month. It is the worst possible devaluation of money!

What can the poor do? What can they do to weather the hyperinflation?

They can't convert to USD.

They can't buy gold.

They can't buy essential goods in advance.

That's why hyperinflation is generally seen as a consequence of government ineptitude and fiscal irresponsibility.
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8. Revolution?
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Yet, despite frequent social unrest, the people of Argentina are not turning to Communism as a solution.

Why?

Perhaps the security forces are more savvy in the modern age, and can deal with unrest more sensibly with more restraint.

Perhaps elections allow people to vote, even protest votes when there are no good political parties available.

Perhaps people have learned to vote with their feet, and migrate legally or illegally.

Perhaps black market provide an alternative economy for people to survive.

Perhaps people have seen that Communism and Capitalism alike do not guarantee success and prosperity.

Perhaps people have seen past leftist government to be as incompetent as other governments.

Perhaps people are resigned to their fate and are tried of ever more severe social unrest.

Perhaps the implosion of the Soviet Union in 1991 was something no one wants to repeat. That's how traumatic that fateful event was for Communism.
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9. How Bad Democracies Survive?
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So, despite severe poverty, poor living condition, crushing inequality and hardship, there is no communist revolution in Argentina.

The various reasons cited above may be just have been crucial. And these reasons may well be valid as well in other countries in distress..

Perhaps these are the common issues in many other struggling countries around the world.

Perhaps these are precisely the reasons why so many pseudo-democracies nowadays can hang on to power.

They do this under the cloak of democracy with regular elections with limited choices, and frequent change of governments - never mind how good or bad the succeeding governments are.

Amazingly, Zimbabwe recorded an inflation rate of 660% in 2023. Venezuela's was 349%.

In comparison, after the fateful Brexit, annual rate of inflation of UK peaked at 11.1% in October 2022, a 41-year high.
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