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I am a historian, and my lecture is on a dramatic historical subject - Christ Against Caesar. But before I address myself to it, it is essential that I should explain the nature of the historical. History is a recording of life experiences, whether of persons, groups or nations. Sometimes these experiences are very ordinary and unemotional. Sometimes they are very exciting and even sensational. The human tendency is to adorn and embellish the more emotional and significant by attributing them to mysterious and unearthly causes, thus making them larger than life. The fact, however, is that exactly the same factors are at work in dull every-day affairs as in very unusual ones. There are no forces which intervene only sometimes, on special occasions.

I may illustrate the circumstances out of personal experience. I was Barmitzvah just before the outbreak of what was later called the First World War. At the time war on this scale was a novelty, and it was the first - because of modern invention - to be fought not only on land and sea, but in the air and under the sea. Spiritual factors and prophetic fulfillments were inevitably introduced. This was Armageddon, the final contest between the forces of good and evil. Troops in the trenches saw the vision of the Angels of Mons. As a Sign of the Times the Holy Land was to be freed from the Turks. The British General Allenby had his name construed as Allah-nebi (Prophet of God in Arabic). There was the exotic figure of Lawrence of Arabia. It was even put forward that a passage in the Great Pyramid of Egypt foretold the march of events in detail. My father Major William Schonfield recruited the Jewish battalions which fought under Allenby for the liberation of Jerusalem. I was present in London at the official celebration of the Balfour Declaration. Christians seized on the news that at long last the Jews were to return to their own land. Consequently the Second Advent of Christ must be imminent. Human imagination would not be thwarted of its convictions.

And here I must go back to the dawn of history. Primitive man was to discover in himself a sense of purpose and a capacity to plan for desired ends, and he was to discern that everything around him, near and far, was functional. He deduced, therefore, that behind and beyond everything there was objectivity, and that this must be governed by higher powers than himself, powers with intention and immortality. This consciousness was the birth of religion.

But there was another development, both individual and collective. This was a consciousness of being under guidance, of being chosen for a special purpose. Sensitives would see in events the evidences of such choice, and consequently would invest them with signs and wonders in confirmation of their significance.

I am not representing such experiences as proof that the affirmations of various religions are purely human interpretations of the nature of reality, and in effect are gilding the lily. But the historical approach does witness to human readiness to overplay and adorn what it regards from a spiritual viewpoint as significant. And this tendency runs readily to invention to make alleged happenings more impressive, more supernatural. Where we can we have to get behind what is put under our noses, and particularly we have to take into account that most of the time nothing remarkable is happening at all.

In the story of Jesus nothing is more telling as proof of his total humanity than the fact that for some three quarters of his life not a single miracle is associated with him. When the Christian Church elevated him to deity the obstacle of what are called the Silent Years was appreciated, and Infancy Gospels were created which related the wonders and magical acts Jesus had performed as a boy.

In another context, the story of Israel, a mature conviction of having been entrusted with a divine mission to mankind stimulated by prophets and seers was enhanced by investing the origins and early history of the nation with signs and wonders, notably in the description of the Exodus from Egypt. And it is significant that in the Book of Exodus in the Bible the people of Israel is called God's firstborn son.

Historically there is a very positive relationship between Jesus and Israel in the context of their sense of choice and destiny. Jesus could not have been the one he believed himself to be if he had not credited to the full the choice and destiny of his nation.

To get to the root of the matter we have to go back in time to the return of the Jews from the Babylonian Exile. The influence of this experience was very great. Contact with the Babylonian religion, and more impressively and acceptably with Persian Mithraism, left its mark both on Judaism and on Jewish ideology. There began to be recognised an ascending series of heavens and spiritual hierarchies, while on earth it was accepted that time was divided into a series of Ages. In these Ages the forces of Good and Evil were in contention, the Children of Light warring with the Children of Darkness. The final and crowning Age would witness the triumph or Light, the ultimate rule of God on earth,in which the righteous believers would participate by resurrection.

In the Book: of Daniel the Children of Light are depicted as homo sapiens, the Son of Man, while the warring Empires of the world are likened to brute Beasts. This Son of Man is brought before the Ancient of Days and receives a kingdom that will never pass away. But there has been another change. The seers no longer think of all Israel as the Chosen People, but only of the righteous in Israel. It is the Saints of the Most High who possess the Kingdom.

It has been conceived that Israel was not to be like other peoples.

It was to be the intermediary between God and Mankind and the means of communicating God's will to the world. The prophets saw the Promised Land as a Holy Land. All nations would send their delegations to it to learn the Laws of God and the ways of peace. In the latter days Israel would have become a Kingdom of Priests and a Holy Nation.

But this was not the state of affairs in the time of the kings of Israel and Judah. There was idolatry, apostasy and evil-doing, which the prophets denounced, and in those days was born the doctrine of the Faithful Remnant, the persecuted and suffering Servant of God. The, disloyal would be punished by captivity and exile, which could be anticipated because Israel was the natural battleground of contending Great Powers, Assyrians, Babylonians and Egyptians.

The seers anticipated the appearance of successive savage beast imperialisms before the new world order of the Kingdom of God could manifest itself, the Son of Man era. History presented one such imperialism in the Syro-Greeks under Antiochus Epiphanes when the Temple at Jerusalem was desecrated and the attempt was made totally to destroy the Jewish Faith. The circumstances had called for the Resistance Movement of the Maccabees and the creation of a new body of Jewish pietists the Chasidim, forerunners of the Essenes.

The Messianic Hope was now more positively taking shape in its conception of two ideal 'anointed ones', a high priest and a king (the two Sons of Oil), who would be instrumental in welding together the Elect of Israel of the Last Times. The Chasidim because of the initiative of their priestly leader, now known to us from the Dead Sea Scrolls, and because of the priestly status of the Maccabees, emphasised the Priestly Messiah, while other pietists like the Pharisees stressed the advent of a Royal Messiah of the line of David, but agreed that his forerunner would be a priest, identified with the return of the Prophet Elijah, whom they claimed had been a priest.

Here matters stood when what was identified by the pious as the fourth and worst of the Beast Imperialisms came on the scene. Less than sixty years before the birth of Jesus one Roman General Pompey, intervened in Jewish affairs, and even dared to enter the Holy of Holies in the Temple at Jerusalem. From then on the Romans exercised a growing influence, and they were the power behind the Idumean tyrant monarch Herod the Great, who got rid of the Hasmoneans and turned Palestine into a Police State,. On his death Augustus Caesar took over as executor of Herod's will. Soon he deposed Herod's vicious and incompetent son Archelaus, and Israel's homeland was virtually annexed to the Roman Empire as part of the province of Syria. Judaea was governed by a Roman procurator. But even areas like Galilee, still nominally under Herodian rulership, now had the Roman capitation tax levied on their inhabitants.

This evoked, especially among the sturdy northerners, a resistance movement, headed by Judas of Galilee, who raised the standard of revolt under the banner "No Ruler but God", and which required to be bloodily repressed by Quirinius, the Roman governor of Syria. The whole country was now in a sorry state, with Jewish victims on Roman crosses visible across the land and multitudes held in prison. Spies and informers abounded. The country was riddled with fear of what was being experienced and what might still be pending. Nerve cases were multiplied, the blind, the dumb, epileptics and paralytics. No wonder many were convinced that these must be the Last Times, and that now, if ever, a Deliverer must come.

Among those who set their hopes on Deliverance was a Jewish artisan' called Joseph, himself a descendant of the Davidic royal house. It may be significant that he gave his firstborn son the name Joshua (in Greek Jesus) after the hero of old who had led Israel into the Promised Land. In those days there were known descendants of King David still living, and they were given a special function in the service of the Temple at Jerusalem.

There is as yet no certainty when Jesus was born. One Gospel record claims that it was in the lifetime of King Herod, about 6 BCE, while another makes it when Quirinius was Syrian governor, around 6 CE. By then the circumstances of the birth of Jesus had become legendary and impossible to verify, since these Gospels were written after the devastating Jewish War with the Romans (67-70 CE).

Jesus was the eldest of a large family. He had four younger brothers and at least two sisters. This much is clear. And on the evidence they were settled in Galilee and lost their father while Jesus was still a young man. Jesus adored Joseph, who - it may be inferred - filled his young mind with the Messianic Hope, not excluding the information that it could be his own branch of the Davidic family which would provide the Deliverer. What are called the Silent Years in the life of Jesus could be very eloquent if in them, as seems most likely, he had sought to discover from exponents of the Bible, including the Essenes, what would be required of the Messiah, what would be his activities and fate. He could well have encountered itinerant Essene prognosticators, as even King Herod had done as a young man. The main function of the Messiah was twofold, first to reach all in Israel who would constitute the Elect of the Last Times, and second to deliver his people from the power of the Romans. Subsequently he would overthrow the Roman Empire, and Inaugurate the ultimate era of the Kingdom of God on earth. But the victory would not be by force of arms, but by the exhibition of special qualities. The Messiah himself would undergo much suffering, and even appear to incur death.

Here not only was it the interpretation of the Hebrew Bible which had
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