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​​​​​​​1 What is Prophecy

[image: ]


Christ is the subject

God's great purpose is to glorify his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, in heaven and on earth. In a coming day God will assign to him the administration of everything in these two spheres. This is the good pleasure of his purpose of his will which he purposed before the foundation of the world; Ephesians 1:9, 10.

The object of Bible prophecy is not the Church, nor Israel, nor the Gentile nations of this earth, although both Israel and the nations will be blessed as a consequence of the realization of God's purposes. The object of prophecy is the Lord Jesus Christ. "The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy," Rev. 19.10.

Prophecy deals with the earth as the place God has chosen to fulfill his purpose concerning his Son. Therefore, Israel and the nations (whose destiny is earthly) are in view in prophecy, but they are not in themselves its object.

Prophecy has not been given to merely satisfy the human intellect in matters of future events, but to bring glory, honor and praise to our Lord Jesus Christ. As we read the prophetic writings, we must be attentive to what the Spirit of God is expounding concerning Christ and His glory. Many Christians read God's Word to see what God says about them, and He certainly says a lot about our walk. But the truth is that we should be interested in what He says about His beloved Son and what pertains to Him, for His glory is the key to understanding the Scriptures and then seeing their application to us. Luke 24.25 to 27,44, John 5.39, Acts 17.2, 3,11, 1 Peter 1.11.

God had His Son before Him when He wrote the Bible by His Spirit. If we are to understand it, we will have to have his Son in our hearts as well. May God grant us to be in communion with Him and His Son in our study of the prophetic writings. "Our fellowship truly is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ." 1 John 1.3.  

​Interpretation

An important principle in the interpretation of Scripture is that when interpreting a particular verse, or series of verses, we must do so in the light of the Scriptures as a whole. Prophetic passages are no exception. We cannot interpret a particular prophetic writing on the assumption that it holds its own meaning and explanation; rather, we must weigh each verse of Scripture in the light of all the others.  2 Peter 1.20, 21.

Furthermore, God employs many figures and symbols to communicate his view on a subject. This requires that we exercise care to distinguish between the symbolic and the literal. However, whatever figures the Spirit of God employs, the subject of a prophecy is never a figure; it is always literal. The Spirit also employs types to illustrate God's procedure in prophecy.

Moreover, many prophecies in the Old Testament have both a close application, which was usually fulfilled in the lifetime of the prophet or shortly thereafter, and a broader application that may extend to the end of the age. Therefore, it is important to discern which part of the passage refers to the immediate circumstances, and which part to the full deliverance of Israel at the end of the age.

​Effec

Perhaps the effect that prophecy can have on us is threefold if we conceive it correctly.

It causes "the day" to enlighten our hearts, 2 Peter 1:19. 

This language refers to the superior brightness of Christian truth in the New Testament. Peter contrasts the day star with the torch that shines in a dark place, referring to the prophetic scriptures of the Old Testament. The body of doctrine in the New Testament provides superior guidance.

This does not mean that we should neglect the Old Testament writings. Peter affirms just the opposite, exhorting us to pay attention to them. The truths of the New will stand out in greater relief, just as the light of day shines brighter than the light of a lamp. As a consequence, we shall see how great the contrast between the blessings of Israel and the privileges of the Church. The practical effect of this understanding of Christian blessings will be a greater appreciation of what is rightfully ours.

It causes the morning star to arise in our hearts, 2 Peter 1.19. 

This language refers to the coming of Christ for his bride, the Church, on the occasion of the rapture. When we realize that the Lord must come and take us to our heavenly home before the many prophesied events take place, that coming becomes more imminent.

It allows us to see the end of this world.

As we see that everything will fall under the judgment of God, we realize how useless it is to spend our energy in building on something that is doomed. The practical effect will be a greater separation from the world day by day. "Since all these things are to be undone, how ought ye not to walk in a holy and godly manner of life, looking for and hastening unto the coming of the day of God, when the heavens being set on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements being burned up, shall melt away!" 2 Peter 3.11, 12.
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​2 The Blessed Hope
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Said the Lord Jesus: "In my Father's house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you: I go therefore to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also," John 14:2, 3. He also said, "Behold, I come quickly!" Revelation 22.7.

The proper hope of the Christian is to be in expectation that the Lord will come at a moment's notice. There are many indications that lead us to conclude that His coming is very near. It is the blessed hope of the Christian; Titus 2.13.

The Lord may come today! "Yet a little while, and he that cometh will come, and will not tarry", Hebrews 10.37.
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​3 The Rapture
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When the Lord comes, it will be with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; 1 Thessalonians 4:15 to 18. This is what Christians call the rapture, or the catching away.

The voice of command is to awaken the dead in Christ. These sleeping believers are a special class who have been redeemed during the period the Church has been on earth. Even though death has claimed their bodies, they are in Christ. This expression, "in Christ," indicates that they are Christians. The apostle Paul employs it in his writings to indicate the Christian's particular place of acceptance before God. It indicates a full Christian standing before God in the new creation, inseparably united with the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

To be in Christ means to be in Christ's place before God; the place he now occupies before God is the place the Christian occupies. The Old Testament saints are not spoken of as "in Christ," even though their souls and spirits are safe with Him in heaven. At the coming of the Lord, the dead in Christ will ascend from their graves to meet the Lord in the air. This is the first resurrection.

The archangel's voice seems to be that of the Lord Himself in the power of the archangel. Apparently His voice here refers to the resurrection of the Old Testament saints, for He often appeared to His people in those times as the Angel of Jehovah. Now He brings them out of their graves with the voice that many of them had known. They will come out of the graves on the same occasion as the dead in Christ and will participate in the first resurrection. "...lest they should be perfected apart from us".  "...to the spirits of the righteous made perfect", Hebrews 11.40, 12.23.

The trumpet of God is what will close the presently running dispensation. All believers alive on earth on the occasion of the coming of the Lord, the rapture, will be caught up in the clouds together with the New and Old Testament saints who will be taken up from their graves on that occasion.

This trumpet is not to be confused with the last of the seven in Revelation 11:15 to 18, which will sound seven years later, at the end of the tribulation period. That trumpet will sound when Christ comes out of heaven again, known as the manifestation of Christ, to take possession of the kingdoms of the world. Neither should it be confused with the trumpet sounding in Matthew 24:30, 31 and Isaiah 27:13, which refers to the regathering of Israel after the manifestation of Christ. 
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