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INTRODUCTION
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Animals have been on earth for a long time. Millions of years, in truth. Today, we can find animals everywhere on earth. We can find animals in jungles, forests, in the seas, and even at home. We have many types of animals both in the sea and on the land. This is a short book on some of our most beloved animals. [image: image]
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ANIMALS FROM LONG AGO
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Animals exist from this world came into being. One of our earliest creatures was the dinosaurs. They lived in various time frames on earth such as the Jurassic, Triassic, and Cretaceous epochs. They were reptiles. Some ate meat and plants. Some were small and others huge. Some were peaceful and some were aggressive. They roamed the earth for millions of years until they became extinct by meteorites from outer space which caused a toxic environment. [image: image]

[image: image]

Some dinosaurs roam in the forests. 

There are no dinosaurs today as they are extinct. But millions of years ago millions of them roamed the continents of the earth. Scientists believe that some dinosaurs were herbivores meaning they ate only plants, carnivores meaning they only ate meat, and omnivores eating both plants and animals. 

[image: image]

Scientists and scientific studies reveal that earth’s animals in the past were gigantic. Earth’s animals were like this because of earth’s climate and temperature. Earth’s past was different from today’s present earth, and there were gigantic shrubs, trees, and vegetables as well. Dinosaurs were some of the largest and tallest creatures on the earth.  Some dinosaurs were large as several modern skyscrapers today. Some were so tall that modern skyscrapers would be shorter than them. 
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LEARNING ABOUT ANIMALS
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It’s important to learn about the things we see and observe in our environment. Scientists study and do experiments on earth about everything they see, smell, taste, touch, and hear. It’s important to also learn about our animals on earth, so we can have a better understanding of them and live in harmony. 
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Many governments worldwide have put in laws to protect our animals from extinction. Earth’s population of animals today isn’t what it was like millions of years ago. Many animals have gone into extinction for the past hundreds, thousands, and even millions of years.

Many animals are being protected in the wild because of the activities of hunters in the past. The hunter-gather cultures of prehistoric life played a great role in many animals becoming extinct. Other factors include environmental and geological factors on earth. 
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A picture of a crocodile in a river in Australia. 

Australia has a lot of animals that are indigenous to the continent. Some animals found in Australia are not found anywhere else. For example, kangaroos can only be found in Australia, Papua New Guinea, and the islands of Tasmania. 
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KANGAROOS
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A kangaroo is a marsupial found only on the continent of Australia, Papua New Guinea, and the country of Tasmania. A marsupial carries its young in a pouch. A kangaroo is a plant eater or herbivore. This means it eats fruits, vegetables, and shrubs. It can grow up to the size of an adult. A kangaroo is a strong animal and they can be dangerous. They move about by hopping.  
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The kangaroo is one of the most popular animals on earth that has survived millions of years on the continent of Australia. The young of a kangaroo is called a “joey.”
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Kangaroos have appeared in films, cartoons, and movies. For example, the popular movie “Kangaroo Jack” released in 2003, tells the story of two lowly thieves that are led on a chase across Australia by a kangaroo when it escapes wearing a jacket loaded with $50,000, which needs to be delivered to a gangster. 

From the popular cartoon series “Blinky Bill” aired from 1993-1995, and from 2004-2005, depicts a character by the name “Splodge the Kangaroo” voiced by Australian voice actor Keith Scott which is considered to be one of the most popular kangaroo characters in films and cartoons. 
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LIZARDS
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A lizard is a reptile. The lizard has been around longer than the time of the dinosaurs. They are hundreds of millions of years old. In the past, they were huge and weighed a lot. Today the biggest lizard is the Komodo Dragon found on Java Island in Indonesia. Komodo Dragons are a dangerous type of lizard. There are all kinds of lizards such as the chameleon which can change its color. We also have small geckoes. Some lizards are herbivores eating only plants, fruits, and vegetables, and some are carnivores eating only meat, and others are called omnivores eating plants and animals. 
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Today there are many species of lizards from all across the earth living in deserts, tropical rainforests, forests, and even around your home. 

A picture of a blue lizard caged in a terrarium as a pet. 
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Picture of a Komodo Dragon on the island of Java in Indonesia.
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LIONS
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The Lion is the King of the Jungle. Lions are strong indeed and they are great hunters. The lion eats only meat. And they can be found on the continents of Asia and Africa. Lions come from the cat family and they can even climb trees. A baby lion is called a cub. They live in dens, and they’re called a pride. 
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In the wild in Africa, lions can be seen hunting and resting. A lion will kill and eat wildebeest, gazelles, zebras, and other animals that they can hunt in the grasslands and savannahs. Lions will go to drink water at the river. We can also find lions at our local zoos around the world. Lions were hunted in the past, but with new laws worldwide lions are protected. 

A picture of a lion in South Africa.
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Lions have also been featured in movies, books, songs, and cartoons. For example, one of the most famous films to feature lions is “The Lion King” 1994, and its sequel. Lions are also mentioned in stories and books like Aesop’s popular fable “The Lion and the Mouse.”

[image: image]A mother lion with its cubs. 
	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

TIGERS
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Tigers are from the cat family. They live on the continent of Asia. You can find tigers in India and some other countries in Asia. There are no tigers in Africa. Young tigers are called cubs just like lions and bears. A tiger is a big cat in the wild that is feared by many other animals. Tigers are carnivores meaning eating only meat. They have sharp teeth that help them to tear meat and kill predators. 

[image: image]

[image: image]

There are also white tigers in the wild, however, they are a rear species. Tigers are an endangered species. Meaning if you hunt and kill them you can be fined or imprisoned. 

A picture of a tiger cub in the jungle.
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