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​What are “Foreign Words”?
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Foreign Words in English are words that have been adopted from another language. There are a lot of foreign words and phrases that are commonly used in the English language. In this book, you will study and learn various common and useful foreign words and phrases, parts of speech they belong to, and their meanings.

Codes Used In This Book:

IndE—Indian English

IrishE—Irish English

CanE—Canadian English

SAfrE—South African English

ScotE—Scottish English

WAfrE—West African English

AusE—Australian English

NZE—New Zealand Eng

SEAsainE—South East Asian English

NEngE—Northern England English

adj.—adjective

adv.—adverb

det.—determiner

excl.—exclamation

idi.—Idiom

phrv.—phrasal verb

n.—noun

prep. – preposition

v. – verb

phrv. – phrasal verb
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​Foreign Words—A
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01—a fortiori (Latin) (adv.)—for or with similar but greater or stronger or convincing reasons [a fortiori- literal meaning: “from (the) stronger argument”; origin: early 17th century]

02—a la (French) (prep.)—in the same style or manner as somebody/something else; according to [origin: 17th century]

03—a la carte (French) (adj.)— allowing selection from a list of dishes that have separate prices shown on the menu in a restaurant || (adv.)— by ordering individually or separated priced food dishes from the menu [a la carte- literal meaning: "according to the (menu) card”; origin: 19th century]

04—a la mode (French) (adj.)—(a). [not before noun] according to latest fashion; fashionable | (b). [after noun] served in a particular style, as pie with ice cream || (adv.)—(a). in a fashionable way | (b). with ice cream on top or on the side [a la mode- literal meaning: "according to the fashion”; origin: 16th century]

05—a posteriori (Latin) (adj.)—analyzing or using knowledge, principle, fact or information obtained after something happened || (adv.)—in a manner that is based on analyzing or using knowledge, principle, fact or information obtained after something happened [a posteriori- literal meaning: "from what comes after”; origin: early 17th century]

06—a priori (Latin) (adj.)—analyzing or using knowledge, principle, fact or information that you already have to decide the probable effects or results of something || (adv.)—in a manner that is based on analyzing or using knowledge, principle, fact or information that you already have to decide the probable effects or results of something [a priori- literal meaning: “from what comes before”; origin: late 16th century]

07—a tempo (Italian) (adj.)—resuming the original or previous speed at which a piece of music should be played || (adv.)—in a manner that is based on resuming the original or previous speed at which a piece of music should be played [a tempo- literal meaning: "in (the regular) time”; origin: 1730—40]

08—ab initio (Latin) (adj.)— starting from the beginning || (adv.)— from the beginning; from the inception or scratch

09—abba (appa) (IndE) [n.]—(especially as a form of address in Muslim families) a father

10—ach (ScotE) (excl.)— used to express the fact that you are pleased, surprised, impatient, regretful, sorry, etc. [origin: 15th Century]

11—achcha (IndE) (excl.)—(a). used to show that you agree with something or allow, accept, understand, etc. something | (b). used to express the fact that you are surprised, pleased, regretful, etc.

12—ad hoc (Latin) (adj.)—arranged or happening for a particular purpose or immediate need when required and not planned in advance [ad hoc- literal meaning: " to whom (is it) a benefit?”; origin: 1550—60]

13—ad infinitum (Latin) (adv.)—again and again in the same way; without coming to an end [ad infinitum- literal meaning: "to infinity”]

14—ad nauseam (Latin) (adv.)— in a manner that involves doing or saying something again and again and thus it becomes annoying, boring or tiresome [ad nauseam- literal meaning: "to (the point of) sickness”]

15—afara (WAfrE) [n.]—(a). a tall W African hardwood tree; (b). a bridge, usually made of wood of afara (hardwood tree) [origin: 1920]

16—affaire (French) [n.]— a love affair [affaire- literal meaning: "affair (of the heart)”; origin: early 19th century]

17—agent provocateur (French) [n.]— a person who is employed by a government to induce political rivals to break the law so that they can be put behind bars [agent provocateur- literal meaning: "provocative agent”; origin: late 19th century]

18—age-set (EAfrE) [n.]— a group of people who belong to the same age or a similar age category [origin: 1920s]

19—aide-memoiere (French) [n.]— a thing such as a book, document, etc. that helps you to remember something (pl. aides-memoire, aides-memoires) [aide-memoiere (from ‘aider and mémoire’)- literal meaning: “to help + memory”; origin: mid-19th century]

20—aikido (Japanese) [n.]— a Japanese system of martial arts in which you hold and throw your opponent using your wrist, joint, and elbow grips [aikido (from ‘ai + ki + dō’)- literal meaning: “unify + spirit + way”; origin: 1950s]

21—aioli (French) [n.]— a thick cold sauce made from garlic, egg yolk, and olive oil [aioli- literal meaning: “all garlic”]

22—air-dash (IndE) [v.]—(especially of officials) to go to your destination by plane in a sudden and/or quick way at short notice

23—al dente (Italian) (adj.)—(especially of pasta) firm and slightly chewy, when bitten || (adv.)—in a firm and slightly chewy, when bitten [al dente - literal meaning: “to the tooth”]

24—alhaja (WAfrE) [n.]—(often used as a title) a Muslim woman who has completed a journey to the holy place Mecca for religious purpose

25—alhaji (WAfrE) [n.]— (often used as a title) a Muslim man who has completed a journey to the holy place Mecca for religious purpose

26—allophone (CanE) [n.]— a person who comes to live permanently in Quebec (located in the eastern part of Canada) from another country, whose native language is neither French nor English || (adj.) – relating to a person who comes to live permanently in Quebec (located in the eastern part of Canada) from another country, whose native language is neither French nor English [origin: 1970s]

27—aloo (pl- aloi) (IndE) [n.]—potato

28—alter ego (Latin) [n.]—(a). a secondary personality of somebody that is different from what you normally see | (b). your trustworthy close friend [origin: mid-16th century]

29—amasi (or mass) (SAfrE) [n.]— naturally fermented or sour milk that tastes like cottage cheese or plain yogurt

30—amber fluid (or amber liquid) (Australia) [n.]— beer

31—amma (IndE) [n.]—(usually as a form of address) a mother

32—amour (French) [n.]—a secret love affair [amour- literal meaning: “love”; origin: 13th century]

33—amour propre (French) [n.]— having proper regard for yourself and behaving with grace, honor, and dignity [synonym: self-respect]

34—amuse-gueule (French) [n.]—a small dish that is served before a meal [synonym: appetizer] [amuse-gueule- literal meaning: “amuse mouth”]

35—angrez (IndE) [n.]—an English person or a white person

36—angst (German) [n.]—a feeling of anxiety, fear, worry or security about a situation or about your life [synonyms: anguish, torment] [angst- literal meaning: “fear”; origin: 1920s]

37—animateur (French) [n.]— a person who promotes, organizes or encourages artistic, musical or social projects and activities [origin: 1950s]

38—animato (Italian) (adj.)—(used as an instruction in music) performed in an animated or lively manner | (adv.) in an animated or lively manner

39—ankle-biter (AusE/NZE) [n.]— a child

40—anna (IndE) [n.]—(a). an older brother | (b). the leader of a group of young, often trouble-causing people | (c). a former Indian copper coin, worth one-sixteenth of an Indian currency rupee

41—Apercu (French) [n.]— a comment that makes something amusing, entertaining or understandable [origin: mid-19th century]

42—après-ski (French) [n.]— social activities and entertainments, especially in hotels and restaurants following a day’s skiing [après-ski - literal meaning: "after skiing”; origin: 1950s]

43—arête (French) [n.]— a long, narrow, sharp ridge along the top of a mountain which separates two valleys [arête (from Latin arista)- literal meaning: “ear of corn or wheat, fishbone, spine”); origin: 1860-1865]

44—argot (French) [n.]— words and phrases that are used by a particular type, class or group of people and thus difficult to understand by other people [synonyms: jargon, slang] [origin: mid-19th century]

45—armoire (French) [n.]— a highly decorated cupboard with drawers or shelves underneath

46—arriviste (French) [n.] – an outsider person who is trying hard to be included in an influential or important social group, etc. [origin: Early 20th century]

47—arroyo (Spanish) [n.]—a steep-sided narrow channel formed by a river or fast-flowing water in an arid or desert region [origin: mid-19th century]

48—arsey (AusE) [n.]—very lucky, blessed or fortunate

49—arvo (AusE/NZE) [n.]— afternoon [origin: 1930-1935]

50—askari (EAfrE) [n.]—a security guard or a police officer [askari- literal meaning: "soldier”]

51—au fait (French) (adj.)—[not before noun] having a detailed knowledge of or familiarity with something [au fait- literal meaning: “to the fact / to the point”; origin: mid-18th century]

52—au naturel (French) (adj.)—being in natural style, way or condition without any elaborate treatment, preparation, etc. [au naturel- literal meaning: "in the natural (state)”; origin: 18th century]

53—au revoir (French) (exclamation.)— goodbye until we see each other again [au revoir- literal meaning: "to the seeing again”; origin: late 17th century]

54—avant-garde (the) avant-garde) (French) [n.]—(a). new, modern and often surprising or shocking ideas in art, music or literature | (b). a group of artists, musicians, writers, etc. who creates or favors new, modern or experimental ideas || [adj.] favoring or creating new, modern and experimental ideas [origin: late 20th century]

55—avatar (IndE) [n.]—the descent of a deity from a heaven

56—ayah (IndE) [n.]—(a). a woman who is employed to take care of children or ill/sick person, or do domestic work, etc.
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01—baba [n.]—(IndE) (a). respected title or form of address for any older man | (b). (as a familiar form of address) Father | (c). a man, who is good in a moral and religious way | (d). (used as an affectionate form of address) a small child

02—babu (IndE) [n.]— a clerk or low-ranking government official [origin: 19th century]

03—bach (NZE) [n.]— a small holiday house

04—bachelor (CanE) [n.]— a bachelor apartment

05—backcourt (ScotE) [n.]—an area surrounded by walls but without a roof that is behind a house or apartment building

06—badinage (French) [n.]—friendly comments and jokes [synonym: banter] [badinage (from “badiner”)- literal meaning: "to joke”; origin: mid-17th century]

07—badmash (IndE) [n.]—a dishonest man; a man who treats other people badly in a dishonest or immoral way [synonyms: scoundrel, goon, villain]

08—bag (AusE/NZE) [v.]— to criticize somebody/something

09—bail (AusE/NZE) [v.]— to inappropriately approach somebody and talk to them

10—bain-marie (French) [n.]— a pan of hot water used for slow cooking in a bowl or cooking container [origin: early 18th century]

11—bairn (ScotE/NEngE) [n.]—a child

12—bakkie (SAfrE) [n.]—a small or light motor vehicle with an open body and low sides, used for transporting goods or people (from bak + ie)- literal meaning: "container”+ "diminutive”]

13—ball hockey (CanE) [n.]—a game that is similar to ice hockey played on a hard surface without ice, with a hardball rather than a puck

14—band council (CanE) [n.]—the elected Aboriginal government in Canada, comprising an
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