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  INTRODUCTION


  Haunted Ohio is a unique tour of the Buckeye State, one that crosses both space and time. This collection of tales of the supernatural illustrates the geography and history of the great state of Ohio. The stories of ghosts, witches, monsters, and aliens from outer space take you to every part of Ohio, from the shores of Lake Erie to the banks of the mighty Ohio River, from the Appalachian hills to the western flatlands, from the great cities to remote farms. Every part of the state has its tales of the supernatural, traditions of haunted buildings, ghostly apparitions, UFO appearances, and scary witches. You will meet the ghosts of the rich and famous—presidents, first ladies, and military heroes—as well as the shades of ordinary folks such as schoolteachers, firefighters, and coal miners.


  Just why do we find tales of ghosts, witches, and monsters so fascinating? Why are there so many popular movies, television shows, books, and articles with supernatural themes? This fascination with the realm of spirits is a constant and major theme throughout history. Great writers from William Shakespeare to Stephen King have intrigued and entertained us with stories in which ghosts and witches play important roles.


  What scares you? Did you really catch a glimpse of a strange figure on the stairs, or was it only your imagination? Are those creaking sounds up in the attic just an old house responding to the wind or something much more disturbing, some supernatural presence?


  It is said that a wise man once was asked if he believed in ghosts. “No,” was his reply, “but I am afraid of them.” Are you one of the many who would agree, not certain that there are spirits out there haunting the living, but not sure that there aren’t?


  Whether you happen to be a true believer in the supernatural, a firm skeptic, or part of the uncertain, unconvinced middle, you can enjoy a good story. In this guided tour of haunted Ohio, you will meet both legendary figures like Mike Fink and Johnny Appleseed and historic personages like abolitionist John Brown and sharpshooter Annie Oakley. You will encounter Satan himself, in several guises, as well as heroic clergymen, courageous warriors, and a gentle poet. Supernatural snakes, a truly scary phantom cat, and a dog that chased ghosts likewise all await your acquaintance. Enjoy your visit with Ohio’s many ghosts, monsters, devils, and witches. And lock all your doors at night.
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  THE LAKESHORE REGION OF OHIO stretches along the shores of Lake Erie from the Pennsylvania border to the Toledo metropolitan area at the Michigan border. This region includes the great industrial center of Cleveland as well as many charming lakeshore resorts, including the islands north of Sandusky and Port Clinton. This land of Indian warriors, great industrialists, smugglers, and sailors has its dark side, with stories of the supernatural including a presidential ghost, a vampire cat, and a mysterious fortune-teller.



  A PRESIDENTIAL GHOST


  Is it possible for one ghost to haunt several different locations? And if it is, do the spirits travel instantaneously? Many believe that ghosts choose to appear, if at all, at places that had special meaning to the living person or where the body is buried.


  The phantom of James A. Garfield, twentieth president of the United States, reportedly has been seen, at various times, in the White House; in his last home before becoming president, in Mentor, Ohio; and in Hiram, Ohio, where he was a student working his way through college as a janitor, and later as an English teacher and college president. His ghost, some claim, has also been seen at Elberon, on the New Jersey shore, where he died.


  A number of recent sightings suggest that at least on occasion, Garfield’s ghost chooses to haunt his tomb in Cleveland’s Lakeview Cemetery. Some think that his spirit began to haunt the tomb after Garfield’s beloved wife, Lucretia, joined her martyred husband in death, having outlived him by thirty-six years.


  All deaths by violence are tragic, but James Garfield’s agonizing death was especially sad in that better medical care—or, more exactly, less intrusive medical care—could have saved his life. It is a curiosity that out of four US presidents who have been assassinated, two were from Ohio—James Garfield and William McKinley. McKinley and Garfield also shared other common circumstances: Both were wounded by the assassin’s bullet, and both survived for a time, though critically wounded—McKinley for a few days, and Garfield for eighty days. Whereas Lincoln and Kennedy both suffered massive head wounds that they could not have survived, McKinley probably could have been saved if modern antibiotics were available, and Garfield definitely would have lived if his infection had been controlled by antibiotics.


  Although many Civil War veterans at the time were walking around with bullets lodged in them, Garfield’s doctors probed endlessly with non-sterile fingers and instruments trying to retrieve the bullet. In doing so, they spread the infection, which eventually overwhelmed the president. At his trial, the assassin, Charles Guiteau, commented that it was Garfield’s doctors, not the bullet, that really killed him. True, but it was beside the point. Guiteau was executed.


  Now, almost 130 years after his agonizingly prolonged struggle with infection, James Garfield’s ghost is said to roam about his impressive memorial, a tower 50 feet in diameter and 180 feet high, with a chapel in which his casket—and perhaps his ghost—can be viewed.


  THE VAMPIRE CAT


  A farmer near the charming little town of Geneva learned about vampires the hard way—he inadvertently created one. All he wanted to do was to raise an aggressive house cat to control mice in his barn.


  Most farmers find it wise to keep a few cats around the farm. Fred Ross was no exception. After his best mouser died of old age, Fred was lucky enough to find a stray kitten abandoned by the side of the road. It was pathetic. Its eyes barely open, it was weak from hunger. Did this half-dead furball have a future as an aggressive hunter of vermin?


  Fred had an inspiration. Instead of coddling it with warm milk and canned cat food, the kitten would be raised on blood and guts. A butchered hog provided plenty of fresh gore. Much to Fred’s delight, the helpless kitten quickly grew into a mean killing machine. The cat, now named Tiger, began proudly delivering dead mice, rats, rabbits, and birds to the Rosses’ front doorstep, the feline equivalent of bragging.


  It took Fred a while to realize that Tiger was not eating much of his prey, but in fact always drained the little corpses of every drop of blood. Tiger certainly was death on mice and rats, but soon he was attacking larger and larger animals for their blood. Small dogs, piglets, lambs, even raccoons became his victims. Fred, by now openly fearful of Tiger, began going to local slaughterhouses to obtain buckets of blood to satisfy the cat, now grown to monstrous size.


  Finally Fred observed Tiger stalking children walking to school. Obviously Tiger had to go to cat heaven—or, rather, cat hell. Fred’s shotgun ended Tiger’s career as a vampire. But only temporarily. To his horror, Fred saw Tiger, fur matted with blood and earth, rise from his shallow grave and begin stalking a large dog. Hastily reading up on vampire lore, Fred melted some old silver coins into a bullet mold. The silver bullets worked, and Tiger’s corpse was burned. The whole neighborhood relaxed, and everyone agreed that milk, not fresh blood, was the proper food for kittens.




  BLOOD WILL TELL


  The small city of Portsmouth is perhaps most famous for its massive, two-thousand-foot-long floodwall, decorated with fifty-two murals depicting three hundred years of history of the area. One story that does not appear in the murals is the sad saga of the bloody attic wall. Only one man saw the persistent, telling bloodstain, and that was the murderer. This tale has been called Ohio’s version of Edgar Allan Poe’s classic horror story “The Tell-Tale Heart.”


  What happened to young Marjory Weatherby is just as horrible as any of Poe’s masterpieces. Marjory’s mother had died recently of typhoid, a disease frequently epidemic in the mid-nineteenth century. Her father, to put it bluntly, decided that ten-year-old Marjory would be a suitable substitute for her mother in the marriage bed. For months, poor Marjory was shamefully and repeatedly abused.


  Finally, Marjory’s mind snapped under the stress. She attacked her sleeping father with a kitchen knife, but lost the struggle. Her bloodied father overwhelmed her and killed her. With callous calculation, he placed her body in the bathtub, slit her throat, and hung her by her feet. Handy with tools, he decided to conceal the corpse in the house. He built a false wall in front of a wall in the attic, creating a space to hold poor Marjory. Then he spread word that Marjory had decided to move in with her older sister in Cincinnati.


  When he checked his remodeling job in the attic to see if the paint had dried, he was horrified to see blood seeping from the new plaster. Hastily he destroyed the stained plaster and remade the wall. A new paint job followed in a week. But frustratingly, blood once again stained the wall concealing Marjory. He repeated the teardown-and-replacement operation twice, to no avail. Finally he decided to panel the wall in thick oak planks, which seemed to work.


  Unnerved, the child molester and murderer put his house up for sale. A prospective buyer, who happened to be the chief of police, wanted to inspect the whole house. When the tour reached the attic, the murderer saw that yet again, blood was leaking from the new paneling. “No!” he screamed. “I drained all her blood. This cannot be!” He began tearing out the false wall, revealing the mummified body of his daughter.


  After hearing a full confession, the police chief locked the culprit into a cell. “The funny thing is,” he said, “there wasn’t any blood in sight. Not a drop.” Apparently the only stains were on the father’s conscience.


  
  TALL CORN AND TALL TALES


  Folks around Parkertown still tell stories about the local superhero version of Paul Bunyan or Mike Fink: a farmer by the name of James McCord. McCord was the greatest farmer in Ohio—he’d tell you so himself. Often. Now, Ohio farmers grow tall corn, but James McCord grew the tallest of them all, and he certainly told the tallest stories.


  Some believe that McCord’s spirit visits the area still, dropping into local taverns to trade tall stories for tall cold ones from generous listeners. So if a sunburned farmer in worn coveralls starts telling wonderful stories at the bar, buy him a drink. You just might be seeing the ghost of a legend.


  Jim liked to tell how he grew ears of corn so huge that he couldn’t load them into a wagon. So, one by one, he yoked a team of oxen to each ear and dragged the ears like logs into the barn. Once, when a storekeeper ordered fifty pounds of corn, Jim refused, saying he wasn’t going to split an ear for such a small order. Such tall corn naturally produced tall corn-fed poultry. McCord had a rooster, Old Buckeye, that was so tall he had to eat his corn off
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