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This dictionary is dedicated to all the LGBTQIA+ youth who take the courageous path each day to completely be yourselves.

You encourage us all to love our inner beauty and ideas, even when faced with the challenges of not being embraced by others. I write to affirm and remind you that you are exceptional and more than enough. I absolutely see your greatness! Together, we will build a safe, respectful, empowering, and loving environment for you to thrive. Always know there is a hug, high five, fist bump, or kind word ready for you whenever you need it.
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INTRODUCTION

I AM LGBTQIA+! I am a part of a diverse community that represents the spectrum of human identities—amazing lesbians, courageous gays, pure-hearted bisexuals, extraordinary transgender people, revolutionary queers, dynamic questioning people, sensational intersex people, incredible agender people, beautiful asexuals, vibrant genderqueer people, fabulous nonbinary people, inclusive pansexuals, zestful polygender people, devoted same-gender-loving people, compassionate two-spirit people, excellent no label people, and the list can go on and on!

WE ARE LGBTQIA+! WE ARE RESILIENT! WE ARE HERE!

Our identities are unique and the core part of our makeup. How we label ourselves, or choose not to label ourselves, gives us confidence in that uniqueness.

Language has power! We use it to help us articulate who we are and our sense of belonging to the world. The language used within the LGBTQIA+ community is vast and dynamic. We use words, phrases, expressions, idioms, and pronouns to communicate not just our identity, but our beliefs, values, traditions, cultures, and histories.

Queer language was primarily used as a means of safety when many anti-LGBTQIA+ laws were set in place hindering queer people from being themselves in public. LGBTQIA+ people used coded words and expressions only known by those in the community to speak to one another. This provided protection, as well as a sense of pride in knowing a community existed where LGBTQIA+ experiences and people were visible. Now queer language is evolving and changing to honor cultural inclusion, diversity, and intersectionality. Words and phrases can even propel social justice movements and advocate for equality. The ability to claim language that expresses the pride in who you are is empowering!

I remember first learning the word “demisexual” and saying to myself, “Wow, that’s me! There is a word that pinpoints my attraction to others. So I’m not alone?!” There are many other people who identity as demisexual and need a strong emotional connection to seal the romantic bond, just like me! And maybe just like you? Demisexuality is part of the asexuality spectrum, also known as ace. I also felt a wave of excitement when I researched the word “bi-curious.” As a bisexual woman, this word helped me understand the evolution of my attraction. My “bi-curiosity” was the period when I first felt curious about exploring same-sex relationships. Learning new words like “demi,” “bi,” and even “flexible” gave me labels that identified the fluidity of my attraction to others.

Our identity is not just our attraction, but everything that encompasses who we are and what we are made of—sexual anatomy, gender, gender expression, sexual orientation, romantic orientation, platonic attraction, race, native language, culture, religion, spirituality, traditions, communities, and histories. Whew! Identity is surely a mouthful! Yes, our understanding of self is both beautiful and complex.

Words can help us articulate who we are to other people, and more importantly, words provide us with the ability to personally label ourselves in a way that feels right. Only you have the power to label yourself, no one else. And you always have permission to explore, question, and change those labels! The way we identify is constantly evolving. We can feel one way about ourselves and a day, a month, or a year later feel completely different. That is okay! Throughout the course of my life, I’ve identified as heteroflexible, bi-curious, and at a time, struggled with being a semi-closeted bisexual because I feared my family and friends would reject me. Now I’m a proud and openly biromantic, demisexual bisexual who continues to explore my gender expression as femme and/or androgynous. These words helped articulate my developing expression as I grew to understand myself, and writing The Queens’ English gave me the courage to express my truth and become an advocate for understanding the spectrum of identity and sexuality.


WHAT IS THE QUEENS’ ENGLISH?

The Queens’ English is a dictionary that celebrates the etymological diversity of over eight hundred terms used to describe our collective gay and queer experience. It is an epic journey of understanding identity, sexuality, gender, equality, humor, community, and pride.


“Etymological” means the origin or history of a word. Terms can evolve and their meanings can expand or change over time. Throughout the decades, words often change based on how a community decides to define them, as words have the ability to clarify our ideas, principles, values, and needs. As you read through the dictionary, some terms will have more information about the etymology of a word in the Usage Notes sections or the Did You Know sections. Check it out to learn more!



A vibrant and rich history has been captured by the unique language created by and for the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, two-spirit, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual, agender, nonbinary, fluid, gender nonconforming, and nonheteronormative—commonly abbreviated as LGBTQIA+—community. This dictionary is a resource for terminology and expressions with modern definitions, real-life usage examples, synonyms, important usage notes, and supporting background information to further enhance the understanding of each term. Reference summaries, how-to guides, and history lessons about trailblazing people, places, and events that have impacted language within the LGBTQIA+ community are included throughout.


ON THE WORD “QUEER”

“Queer” was once a derogatory slur for homosexuality. By the 1980s, HIV/AIDS activists were determined to reclaim the term as a badge of honor for the LGBTQIA+ community. Since the eighties, the younger LGBTQIA+ generation have adopted “queer” as an umbrella term for anyone who identifies as lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, two-spirit, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual, nonbinary, genderfluid, or otherwise nonheteronormative.

There are many identities within the LGBTQIA+ community, and each person’s label preference and interpretation of that identity should be respected. Only use the term(s) with which a person identifies. If you don’t know, just ask!

PLEASE NOTE:

The term “queer” is used throughout this dictionary as a catchall for people who identify as anything other than heterosexual and/or cisgender. But! Please be aware that not all members of the LGBTQIA+ community feel comfortable using the word “queer” in this way. While it has largely been reclaimed as an inclusive term for those of us who have been marginalized due to sexuality, gender identity, and/or gender expression, the term still holds negative connotations for some.



Much of my research came from the cultural heartbeat of our queer community, consisting of personal interviews and group discussions with people who identify as LGBTQIA+. I filled in the gaps using digital and print references and content from queer and mainstream media outlets, taking sensitive measures to define every term appropriately and inclusively, while respecting (and encouraging!) the flexibility of other interpretations. I also was committed to highlighting the diversity of language that lives within our community—from ace, boi, butch, ChapStick lesbian, cub, drag queen, enby, femme queen, feminine-presenting, lipstick lesbian, masc-of-center, otter, queen, and zaddy, to ally, bicon, BIPOC, BlaQueer, cishet, chosen family, dykon, fairy, gay father, house mother, icon, LATINX, theyby, Q/TAAPI, zucchini, and everything else in between. LGBTQIA+ language is explosive!

However, my research only captures a sliver of the subcommunities that make up LGBTQIA+ culture. The Queens’ English is merely a starting point for the important conversations around inclusivity, sexuality, gender expression and identity, gay slang that’s been co-opted by mainstream culture, and queer American terminology that’s been around for decades.



WHY DO WE NEED LABELS?

Many years ago, a close friend asked how I wanted to be perceived. He knew I had been attracted to more than one gender and he was secretly testing me. “Chloe, what are you going to say when people ask your sexuality?” I told him I was open to identifying however I saw fit and asked him, “Why do I need a label?” He replied, “You don’t need a label, I just recommend you live in your truth.” His words prompted me to challenge myself and reflect on my journey.

I did not meet anyone who openly identified as bisexual until I was well into my twenties! Whoa, right? For a long time, I did not have the support or guidance to unpack my identity. I felt confused and even ashamed at times to speak my truth; completely uncomfortable telling my family and my friends because I feared they would speak negatively about me. Unconsciously, I believed they would not understand me because I was “different.”

The Queens’ English is a resource that reflects the diverse ways people experience identity because I believe representation is important. I am passionate about celebrating all queer identities and uplifting the myriad of LGBTQIA+ stories and experiences throughout our generations. It is my goal to change the narrative of LGBTQIA+ people feeling invisible, unrepresented, and uninformed, especially our queer youth. I advocate for creating more affirming resources, books, and educational materials, and engaging in open-minded conversations around the spectrum of identity. You deserve to feel empowered to be your most authentic selves; to stand proud and bold in your identity and ignite the curiosity to explore deeper within yourselves to unfold even more of your uniqueness. Every part of your identity—labels or no labels—is distinctive, valid, and extraordinary.

Research for The Queens’ English has provided me with a new understanding of human identity, and as a result, I feel empowered by who I am. I believe that outward expression and feelings of attraction are two inherent components of every human—gay, straight, cis, trans, and beyond. These two ideas of expression and attraction show the dynamic and layered depth of each person’s existence.

While our unique expression and attraction—our labels—are used by society to categorize or even divide people, how we express our identity to the world and the spectrum of attraction we feel for others actually unites us. Our differences should be celebrated. Our similarities and our differences unite us, and as a result, labels unite us, too. The Queens’ English celebrates the diversity, intersectionality, and beautiful complexity of human identity. This expansive world of almost eight billion humans represents a multitude of identities and they all should be celebrated and respected.

You are unique, you are loved! You are enough!



BUT IS IT APPROPRIATION?

Queer lingo carries with it a vast history. It is important to understand that much of the language you see in this book has been adopted from specific subcommunities of LGBTQIA+ culture. Some terms originated in Harlem’s Black gay scene in the 1920s or white working-class lesbian bars in the 1940s, while others came from New York City’s drag scene or gay male social settings and have since been appropriated by the LGBTQIA+ community at large, or, in some cases, by mainstream culture, too.

Many of the terms in this book come from a community of Black and Latinx gay and trans people who faced systematic attacks for being queer and people of color. This language was created to supplement a marginalized community’s self-worth and ideas.

Mainstream culture views queer language as cool, hip, fresh. Today, words like “shade,” “fierce,” “slay,” and “yaaaas!” are all used freely by the masses without acknowledging the generations of Black and Latinx queers who created this language as a form of survival. Buzzwords are printed on clothing, used candidly in media, and have been adopted by non-queer celebrities and predominantly white social groups. Regardless of how cool or popular something is, appropriation—taking ownership of something without permission or proper acknowledgment—is concerning and problematic within the LGBTQIA+ community.

When our language is ruled over by mainstream culture, its value is minimized—especially if terms are not used correctly and respectfully. I created The Queens’ English to give proper documentation to queer vernacular and to appropriately credit the LGBTQIA+ subcommunities for their contribution, while acknowledging the creation and re-creation of jargon is an ongoing process.

You hold something very valuable in your hands. Even if you are not part of the LGBTQIA+ community, this is an opportunity to gain insight into our culture. With access to our language comes a responsibility to be sensitive and respectful to the community it belongs to, a community that persisted in the face of hate. Before RuPaul graced us with “Shantay, you stay” and Madonna’s hit dance song “Vogue” beamed light on New York’s underground ballroom scene, living as a lesbian, gay, bi, trans, or queer person in America meant living in fear and secrecy. This book is not permission to use this language flippantly; it is meant to be an educational tool, a conversation starter, and a celebration of the history of gay coded language, queer spaces, and the LGBTQIA+ experience.


ON USAGE NOTES


	Language is always evolving. There may be definitions that are not present in the dictionary that are still valid.

	Not all of this language is used by everyone in the LGBTQIA+ community.

	Many of the terms are not appropriate for members not in the LGBTQIA+ community to use, either.



While The Queens’ English encourages all readers to engage with this vibrant language, usage notes have been attached to terms that need extra context. Several terms, while they are considered derogatory stereotypes or slurs, have been a part of gay language for decades. The intent of the dictionary is to document queer language in its entirety, not to censor it, which is why it’s important for readers to take heed of the usage notes.



The saying “Speak, so you can speak again” (often credited to she-ro Zora Neale Hurston), holds great relevance today. In speaking now, The Queens’ English will use the nuances of queer language to shed light on the lives of the people who define LGBTQIA+ culture. It shows the brilliance, strength, and power in queer people telling our unique stories and is a testament to the value of marginalized people’s voices.

So come indulge in The Queens’ English. This dictionary welcomes all readers. All of us have a gender identity, a way of expressing our gender, a sexual orientation, a romantic orientation, and a need to understand those who are different from us. Be PROUD of the lingo within our LGBTQIABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ+ community because, yes, ladies and gentlemen and gender nonconforming queens alike, this lingo does slay!


LGBTQIA+ words are constantly evolving, and so are our identities. The Queens’ English strives to always empower our culture, language, people, and communities. If you come across information in the dictionary that may need to be updated or even have new words to share, please let us know by visiting TheQueensEnglishUS.com. Let’s keep building our dictionary!







HOW TO GET DOWN WITH [image: Image]

TERM

[image: ] 1st part of speech

First definition. Often used in the phrase “abc xyz.”

Lowercase words and phrases in quotes provide alternate ways you might hear a term used in everyday encounters.

Second definition.

SEE ALSO

TERM A, TERM B

[image: ] 2nd part of speech

Definition. The terms XYZ and ABC can also be used.

Capitalized words and phrases are cross-references that can be found elsewhere in the dictionary by looking them up alphabetically.

RELATED

TERM C, part of speech

Related terms provide alternate parts of speech to familiarize yourself with.

“Highlighting real-life examples of how to use the term in a sentence.”

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: HERE’S A QUICK SYNONYM FOR THE TERM.

USAGE NOTE:

For understanding the origin and appropriate usage of the term.


DID YOU KNOW

Historical references and/or information that contribute to the understanding of the term or phrase.





[image: Image]



[image: Aa]


	AAPI

	[image: ] noun
An acronym for “Asian American and Pacific Islander(s).” API (Asian/Pacific Islander), APIA (Asian and Pacific Islander American), and Asian American and Native Hawaiians/Pacific Islander (AANHPI) can also be used.

SEE ALSO

Q/T APA or Q/T AAPI


“Today, the queer AAPI student body is speaking out on equality! We want our school to be more inclusive, supportive, and safer for ALL students, including students of color. Let’s diversify our curriculum with all the many histories that make America so unique.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A PERSON OF ASIAN DESCENT.


DID YOU KNOW

Queer Asian organizations like the National Queer Asian Pacific Islander Alliance, Visibility Project, Asian Pride Project, Q-Wave, and the Desi LGBTQ+ Helpline for South Asians are working on cultivating support, visibility, coming-out resources, and safer spaces for the Asian LGBTQIA+ community. There are many AAPI queer youth who feel unsafe at school because of their Asian and queer identity. They often experience racism and discrimination from their peers that hinders their educational experience. Empowering AAPI pride is important and activists like Cecilia Chung and Chella Man, drag performer Gia Gunn, supermodel Geena Rocero, actors Maulik Pancholy and BD Wong, comedians Awkwafina and Margaret Cho, and the first openly gay congressperson of color, Mark Takano, have all broken down barriers for Asian equality and have had a substantial impact upon the queer communities.





	ABLEISM

	[image: ] noun
Discrimination in favor of able-bodied people.


“Stop ableism, include and empower all.” —PARTNERS FOR YOUTH WITH DISABILITIES



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: LACK OF CONSIDERATION FOR DISABLED PEOPLE.


DID YOU KNOW

Some students have physical or functional differences and may require extra assistance from the teacher to get through their daily activities, assignments, and other classroom work. These types of differences are often called disabilities. Having a disability is challenging, but it should never be looked at negatively or less than equal. Each person is unique and should be treated with respect and care. Many schools and organizations are actively implementing strategists to accommodate and provide greater access to youth with disabilities. Stop Ableism, Partners for Youth with Disabilities, Ramapo for Children, and Disability Justice and Youth are just a few organizations dedicated to promoting equal access for youth with disabilities and creating a world where all students have pride in their uniqueness.





	ABOUT THIS LIFE

	[image: ] idiom
To be completely interested and involved.


“Yaassss, honey! Six Flags, here we come! I am about this life!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: TO BE TOTALLY, WHOLLY ENTHRALLED.

USAGE NOTE:

This term originated in Black American culture and is commonly used in the Black gay and queer community. It has been appropriated by mainstream culture.



	ABSOLUTE CODE

	[image: ] idiom
A pledge to not disclose someone’s LGBTQIA+ identity without permission. The term GOLDEN RULE can also be used.

SEE ALSO

“Coming Out 101”


“Absolute code, dude! It’s my choice when I want to come out, not yours!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN UNSPOKEN AGREEMENT TO KEEP SOMEONE’S SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER IDENTITY PRIVATE.



	AC/DC

	[image: ] adjective
Referring to a person who has an attraction toward males and females. This term often refers to the gender binary, girl or woman and boy or man.


“I mean, I kind of feel AC/DC. I can kiss a boy or a girl. I actually like both!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: BISEXUAL.

USAGE NOTE:

The term was commonly used in Polari, a coded slang used by British gay men during the rise of anti-LGBT laws. It may carry a negative meaning because it limits bisexuality to the gender binary. It is inappropriate to use this label if a person has not self-identified as such.


DID YOU KNOW

AC/DC is a commonly used electrical term that stands for Alternating Current/Direct Current, which are two different methods of delivering electricity. The queer community began to use this acronym to show how a bisexual person could receive power (or romantic energy) from people of different gender identities.









	ACE

	[image: ] adjective
An abbreviation of the word “asexual.”


“Today, Mrs. Ellis put up a black, gray, white, and purple pride flag for Ace Awareness Week. She said this is a special week she is using to teach us that love is on a spectrum.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE MIGHTY (AND GROWING!) ASEXUAL POPULATION OF SEVENTY MILLION PEOPLE WORLDWIDE.

[image: Image]

DID YOU KNOW

There are many different ways to show romantic love and attraction between people. Those who identify as ace may not want to kiss or physically show their love, but attraction can still be present (possibly through words). Queer Kid Stuff is an educational and entertaining LGBTQIA+ social justice media platform, created by Lindz Amer, to help both youth and their families understand queer identity. Lindz, and their amazing sidekick host, Teddy, teach about the ABCs of LGBTQ+, queer social justice, and empower young people to explore their identities.









	ACEFLUX

	[image: ] adjective
An identifier for people who experience a range of intensity within the asexual spectrum, from feeling a strong physical attraction to others to not feeling any physical attraction to others.

SEE ALSO

ACE


“I know I’m attracted to any gender and I like identifying as panromantic. But sometimes I don’t know how intensely I’m physically attracted to people. Sometimes I feel asexual and other times I don’t. I want to explore identifying as aceflux and see if that fits me.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A PERSON’S PHYSICAL ATTRACTION TO OTHERS MAY CHANGE OR FLUCTUATE OVER TIME.

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the asexual community.









	ACEPHOBIA

	[image: ] noun
Aversion, fear, or hatred toward asexuality.

RELATED

ACEPHOBIC adjective

ACEPHOBE noun

SEE ALSO

BIPHOBIA, FEMMEPHOBIA, HOMOPHOBIA, LESBOPHOBIA, QUEERPHOBIA, TRANSPHOBIA


“I read an article about all the harmful things people are saying about asexuality. My oldest sibling is asexual and there’s nothing wrong with them not wanting to be physically romantic. Acephobia is so uncool!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: DISLIKE OF OR PREJUDICE AGAINST ASEXUAL PEOPLE.








	ACE QUEEN

	[image: ] noun
A gay, bisexual, or queer male who grooms and styles himself in a traditionally feminine way.

SEE ALSO

QUEEN


“ Honey, an ace queen will spray his mother’s Chanel No. 5, paint his nails hot pink, and apply his Fenty makeup before watching every Drag Race episode.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A SUPER-FEMININE QUEER GUY.

USAGE NOTE:

This term can be associated with males, boys, men, and masc people.

[image: Image]
Ace Queen





	ADORBS

	[image: ] adjective
An abbreviation of “adorable.”


“O-M-G! Your rainbow ‘This is Pride’ T-shirt is adorbs!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: DELIGHTFULLY SWEET.

[image: Image]
Adorbs





	ADOPTION

	[image: ] noun
The legal act—including the social, emotional, and financial process—of an adult caring and providing for a child as one’s own when that adult is not the child’s birth parent. Same-sex or queer parent adoption is when a LGBTQIA+ person or couple makes a choice to raise a child they did not birth as their own and provide that child with a nurturing and enriching life.

SEE ALSO

“Queer Parents and the Family Dynamic”


“Many same-sex couples use adoption agencies to grow their families. This allows loving and caring people to become parents to incredible kids who need homes. Families don’t have to match; they just have to be filled with joy, laughter, and love!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: ADULTS AND CARETAKERS WHO ARE LEGALLY PARENTING A CHILD WHO IS NOT BIOLOGICALLY THEIRS.

[image: Image]
Adoption





	AESTHETIC ATTRACTION

	[image: ] noun
An admiration based solely on the way someone looks.


“I don’t want to be her girlfriend, I just have an aesthetic attraction because she is beautiful.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A NONROMANTIC AND NONPHYSICAL ATTRACTION.

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the asexual community.



	AFAB

	[image: ] adjective
An acronym for “assigned female at birth.” This term is used by a range of people—including transgender, nonbinary, genderqueer, gender nonconforming, and/or intersex individuals—as a way to communicate to others the gender assigned to them at birth (based solely on their sexual anatomy). This term is usually used to describe different trans and gender nonconforming (TGNC) experiences, but not solely considered a person’s identity. The term “designated female at birth” or acronym “DFAB” can also be used.

SEE ALSO

AMAB


“Katie was AFAB but identifies as bigender.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE BOX LABELED “GIRL” WAS CHECKED IN THE DELIVERY ROOM.

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the intersex, transgender, nonbinary, and gender nonconforming communities. The use of this term relies on an individual’s preference. Do not assume that an individual wants to be identified by this term. Please ask for and use a person’s chosen name and pronouns.



	AFFECTIONAL ORIENTATION

	[image: ] noun
SEE ROMANTIC ORIENTATION



	AG

	[image: ] adjective
An abbreviation of “aggressive.” When used in the Black lesbian community, it usually refers to a masculine girl or woman who has a dominant personality. The term “femme AG” can also be used to distinguish an AG girl or woman who identifies as femme.

SEE ALSO

STUD, SOFT STUD, “The Lesbian Spectrum”


“I like to be the one in charge in my relationship. I’m AG with it.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: WANTS TO RUN IT ALL.

USAGE NOTE:

This term originated in the Black lesbian community. It has been appropriated by the larger lesbian community.


DID YOU KNOW

Many Black lesbian communities in northeast American cities like Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York use the term “AG” to identify a woman who has a dominant personality and/or is the dominant partner in a relationship. Black lesbians and bisexual women are often overlooked in the larger queer community, but organizations like Affinity, African Ancestral Lesbians United for Societal Change (AALUSC), bklyn boihood, and Zuna Institute–National Advocacy Organization for Black Lesbians center the diverse identities and relationship dynamics seen in the Black lesbian community.





	AGENDER


	[image: ] adjective
[image: Image]

Not identified with any gender. The terms NONGENDER and GENDERLESS can also be used.

SEE ALSO

NEUTROIS, GENDERQUEER, NONBINARY


“All gender bathrooms are for everyone. Transgender, agender, bigender people, and those who identify within the gender binary. We can all pee together! Just don’t forget to wash your hands afterward!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: NOT BOUND TO A SPECIFIC GENDER.



	AIDS

	[image: ] noun
SEE A-Word, HIV/AIDS, “History Lesson: HIV/AIDS”



	ALIAGENDER

	[image: ] adjective
SEE APORAGENDER



	A-LIST GAY

	[image: ] noun
A queer person who is considered socially elite and has power, wealth, and privilege. The term “A-Gay” can also be used.


“Who runs the world? Clearly the A-Gays like Zaya Wade, Hunter Schafer, Noah Schnapp, Demi Lovato, and Lil Nas X.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN INFLUENTIAL LGBTQIA+ PERSON.

[image: Image]
A-List Gay





	ALLOROMANTIC

	[image: ] adjective
Experiencing romantic attraction. This attraction can exist with or without physical affection. Often shortened to “romantic.”


	[image: ] noun
An alloromantic person.

SEE ALSO

AROMANTIC


“An alloromantic and an aromantic are like yin and yang—one has those mushy, romantic feelings; one doesn’t.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: LOVE IS THE FAVORITE EMOTION.

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the asexual community.



	ALLOSEXUAL

	[image: ] adjective
Experiencing physical attraction. This attraction can exist with or without romantic affection. The term ZEDSEXUAL can also be used.


	[image: ] noun
An allosexual person.

SEE ALSO

ASEXUAL


“



WINTER: I like Melissa A LOT. I want to spend every waking moment with her!

SETH: I don’t understand you alloromantics. Love letters, long walks after school, listening to each other’s Spotify playlists? No, thank you! Let’s just kiss and say goodbye. I am only allosexual.

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: WANT A KISS? YES!

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the aromantic and asexual communities. Please be aware that this term may be considered mature.



	ALLY

	[image: ] noun
An active supporter of the rights and causes of the LGBTQIA+ community. The term “super ally” can also be used.

RELATED

ALLYSHIP noun


“I love when it’s Pride Month! My parents and I always rank which companies get the super ally award! Drumroll please… the winners are Target, Google, and UGG!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A MEMBER OF THE QUEER FAN CLUB.


DID YOU KNOW

This term often identifies someone who is cisgender and heterosexual; allies are not part of the inclusive identifying label of LGBTQIA+, but are often still acknowledged for their support. An ally can also refer to members of the LGBTQIA+ community who are in support of a different member’s values, ideas, and needs. For instance, the gay community can be allies to the TGNC community or the white queer community can be allies to the QTPOC or Q/T AAPI communities, supporting the fight for inclusion and equality.



[image: Image]
Ally





	AMAB

	[image: ] adjective
An acronym for “assigned male at birth.” This term is used by a range of people—including transgender, nonbinary, genderqueer, gender nonconforming, and/or intersex individuals—as a way to communicate to others the gender assigned to them at birth (based solely on their sexual anatomy). This term is usually used to describe different trans and gender nonconforming (TGNC) experiences, but not solely considered a person’s identity. The term “designated male at birth” or acronym “DMAB” can also be used.

SEE ALSO

AFAB


“I’m proud to say that I’m the first AMAB genderqueer student to run for Jefferson Middle School Student Council. I pledge to listen to my fellow classmates and work hard to make the changes we want. Thank you for believing in me and seeing me as I am.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: THE BOX LABELED “BOY” WAS CHECKED IN THE DELIVERY ROOM.

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the intersex, transgender, nonbinary, and gender nonconforming communities. The use of this term relies on an individual’s preference. Do not assume that an individual wants to be identified by this term. Please ask for and use a person’s chosen name and pronouns.



	ANDROGYNY

	[image: ] noun
[image: Image]

A display of both masculine and feminine qualities. The state of being androgynous. Can be abbreviated as “androj” or “andro.”

A label used to define an androgynous gender identity.

RELATED

ANDROGYNOUS adjective

ANDROGYNE noun


“Androgyny is not about trying to manage the relationship between the masculine and feminine opposites; it is about the freedom of flowing between them.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN AMBIGUOUS GENDER PRESENTATION.


DID YOU KNOW

Greek philosopher Plato writes about the idea of androgyny in his text Symposium. In this Platonic myth, Aristophanes delivers a speech explaining that “male-female” people came from the moon.



[image: Image]
Androgyny





	ANDROSEXUAL

	[image: ] adjective
[image: Image]

Experiencing attraction toward masculinity.

RELATED

ANDROSEXUALITY noun

SEE ALSO

GYNESEXUAL


	[image: ] noun
An androsexual person. A label used to describe a sexual orientation where a person is attracted to masculinity.


“If you identify as androsexual, you can have a crush on boys, bois, masc-of-center folx, or masc TGNC individuals, it’s totally open.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: ATTRACTED TO MASC PEOPLE.



	ANGEL FOOD

	[image: ] noun
A gay pilot who serves in the United States Air Force.


“ From Leonard Matlovich to Kristin Goodwin, angel food activists and their heroism should be written about in our history books.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AIRMAN, AIRWOMAN, OR AIRPERSON WITH THE RAINBOW BADGE OF HONOR.

USAGE NOTE:

This term originated in the gay male community.



	ANTI-LGBTQ

	[image: ] adjective
Opposition and bias toward LGBTQIA+ identities, rights, and needs.

SEE ALSO

GAYBASHING, “Gaybashing Must Stop!”


“Over 250 anti-LGBTQ bills were introduced across the United States over the last few years! Why is there still so much injustice!”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: BANNING QUEER PEOPLE FROM PARTICIPATING IN SPORTS BECAUSE OF THEIR IDENTITY.


DID YOU KNOW

Anti-LGBTQ+ laws are ever-present, but in 2021, there were over thirty states that had passed policies and bills restricting certain access to LGBTQIA+ people. Some of these policies excluded queer people from receiving gender-affirming therapy and banned students from learning about LGBTQIA+ identity, culture, and history in schools. Other policies blocked transgender, nonbinary, and gender diverse youth from participating in sports or using restrooms that support their identities. Alabama, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Arkansas were among the first states to prohibit transgender people at public and charter schools—prekindergarten to twelfth grade—from using restrooms and locker rooms that matched their gender identities. There is a deep concern that these anti-LGBTQ bills are negatively impacting our society and making it unsafe for LGBTQIA+ youth. Organizations like National Center for Transgender Equality, All Out, GLSEN, and Lambda Legal are working to fight these discriminations and demand queer youth receive equal rights.





	ANTI-TRANS

	[image: ] adjective
Opposition and bias toward non-cisgender identities, rights, and needs.

SEE ALSO

TRANSPHOBIA


“Right now, there are hundreds of bills pending in state legislatures across the United States that target trans youth and aim to curb their rights. The impact of fighting these anti-trans bills and policies is felt all year by trans people, their families, and their loved ones.” —ARIANA GRANDE



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: NEGATIVE ATTITUDES, BEHAVIOR, AND UNFAIR TREATMENT TO THE TRANSGENDER, NONBINARY, AND GENDER NONCONFORMING COMMUNITY.


DID YOU KNOW

On September 27, 2022, thousands of Virginia students—from nearly one hundred middle and high schools—rallied together and organized a statewide school walkout to protest the anti-trans regulations proposed by the state governor, Glenn Youngkin. These policies ranged from requiring students to use restrooms that matched their assigned sex at birth to mandating parent permission if a student wanted to change their name and pronouns. Pride Liberation Project, a student-led coalition that advocates for queer students, assisted in organizing the youth walkout. Their mission was to make students more aware of the inequities transgender students were experiencing and stand up to adult authorities like politicians and other policy makers who dismiss LGBTQIA+ fundamental rights. The walkout had media coverage on a state, national, and international level, showing that when youth unite for the greater good, people will lean in and listen.





	APORAGENDER

	[image: ] adjective
A person who identifies with a gender that is separate from the binary male and female, or even a combination of both. Derived from the Greek word “apor” meaning “separate,” this word is often used as an umbrella term for a person who identifies as nonbinary. The term ALIAGENDER can also be used.


“Aporagender is a non-cisgender identity that is fluid and still has a sense of gender.”



SEE ALSO

NONBINARY, GENDER NONCONFORMING

[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: SEPARATE GENDER.

[image: Image]
Aporagender





	APPROPRIATE

	[image: ] verb
To take ownership of something without permission or endorsement of those who created it.

RELATED

APPROPRIATION noun

SEE ALSO

CULTURAL APPROPRIATION, MISAPPROPRIATE, REAPPROPRIATE


“Let’s talk about pop culture’s appropriation of Black gay lingo—child, yas, girl, fierce, shade, read! Miss Honey! I mean, I can go on and on.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: TO BORROW WITHOUT ASKING.



	AROFLUX

	[image: ] adjective
An identifier for people who experience a range of intensity within the aromantic spectrum, from feeling a strong romantic attraction to others to not feeling any romantic attraction to others.

SEE ALSO

AROMANTIC


“Sometimes you can be all the way alloromantic and then change and be all the way aromantic. The change is natural, so don’t think anything is wrong with you. You are just aroflux.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: A PERSON’S ROMANTIC ATTRACTION TO OTHERS MAY CHANGE OR FLUCTUATE OVER TIME.

USAGE NOTE:

This term is commonly used in the asexual community.

[image: Image]
Aroflux





	AROMANTIC

	[image: ] adjective
[image: Image]

Lacking a romantic attraction toward someone. Physical attraction may still be present. Can be abbreviated as “aro.”


	[image: ] noun
An aromantic person. A label used to describe a romantic orientation that shows little to no romantic affection toward someone.

SEE ALSO

ALLOROMANTIC


“Don’t try to push aromantic people into doing ‘romantic’ things. Be mindful of how they identify.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: MAY BE ASEXUAL, ALLOSEXUAL, OR SOMEWHERE IN BETWEEN, BUT DOES NOT EXPERIENCE ROMANCE.

USAGE NOTE:

It is important to avoid the assumption that something is “wrong” with people in the aromantic community. It is common for aro people to engage in intimate connections through platonic relationships.

[image: Image]
Aromantic





	ASEXUAL

	[image: ] adjective
[image: Image]

Not experiencing physical attraction or desire. Can be abbreviated as ACE.


	[image: ] noun
A person who is without physical yearnings. A label used to describe a sexual orientation where a person shows little to no physical affection to others.

RELATED

ASEXUALITY noun

SEE ALSO

ALLOSEXUAL


“Unlike celibacy, which is a choice, asexuality is a sexual orientation.” —ASEXUAL VISIBILITY AND EDUCATION NETWORK (AVEN)



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: MAY NOT EXPERIENCE PHYSICAL ATTRACTION BUT COULD EXPERIENCE ROMANTIC ATTRACTION.

USAGE NOTE:

It is important to avoid the assumption that something is “wrong” with people in the asexual community. It is common for ace people to engage in romantic relationships and desire to have families.

[image: Image]
Asexual





	ASSISTED REPRODUCTION

	[image: ] noun
A medical process used by same-sex, transgender, and/or queer parents that enhances fertility, allowing LGBTQIA+ adults to have children and start a family. This process may include sperm donation, egg donation, surrogacy, or using assisted reproduction technology (ART) like in vitro fertilization (IVF). The term DONOR-CONCEIVED PERSON can also be used.

SEE ALSO

“Queer Parents and the Family Dynamic”


“Some children of queer parents have a unique experience being born through assisted reproduction. A great youth book to read more about this is called Baking a Baby, by Lauren Knight.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: MEDICAL THERAPY USED TO BECOME FERTILE AND HAVE A BABY.



	ATTRACTION

	[image: ] noun
Interest, connection, or desire toward someone.


“There are many types of attraction. Romantic, physical, platonic, admirable, and others. Attraction differs for everyone and in every way.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: “I FEEL SOMETHING SPECIAL WHEN I AM AROUND YOU.”



	AUNT(IE)

	[image: ] noun
An endearing term used to identify a mature, often effeminate, gay man. Alternate spelling includes “Aunty.”

A respected transgender woman—often, a mentor.


“You better behave at Pride or Auntie is gonna come get you. Do you hear me? Just kidding! Live your life, boo.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: AN EXPERIENCED, RESPECTED GAY MAN OR TRANS WOMAN.

USAGE NOTE:

This term originated in Black culture and is commonly used in the Black gay and trans community.


DID YOU KNOW

“Auntie” is used in Black cultures as a way to identify a well-respected adult woman. During the nineteenth century, white Europeans and Americans used the term to belittle Black women, refusing to use Mrs. or Miss as a respectful honorific. The Black community reclaimed the term to dispel its negative connotation and empower Black women.





	A-WORD

	[image: ] idiom
A euphemism for AIDS.

SEE ALSO

HIV/AIDS, “History Lesson: HIV/AIDS”


“The A-Word is not taboo. We want a world without AIDS! Let’s speak out and together, we can make the change.”



[image: ] WANT MORE INFO? THINK: ACQUIRED IMMUNE DEFICIENCY SYNDROME.


DID YOU KNOW

Human documentation of AIDS was found as early as the 1970s, and AIDS cases spread rapidly across North America, South America, Europe, Africa, and Australia. Today, the HIV/AIDS crisis is still one of the world’s most serious public health challenges. More than 36 million people worldwide are currently living with HIV/AIDS.










[image: Image]

Coming Out 101

ACCEPT the most AUTHENTIC you

IN THE LGBTQIA+ community, “coming out” is a phrase most commonly used in reference to a person sharing their sexual orientation, romantic orientation, gender expression, or gender identity with the world. It is part of a personal journey toward self-love, self-acceptance, and living authentically. Coming out can happen on your terms and at your own pace. It is never too early or too late to come out. Sometimes it’s even better to think that you are not coming out, but coming into your most amazing self! Telling someone, especially your family or loved ones, you are LGBTQIA+ is a big step and can sometimes feel scary. For some encouragement, a few young friends share their best coming out (or coming into yourself!) advice:


“Coming out is hard, but when you come out, you should surround yourself with people who love you no matter what. So, when you come out nothing should change, you should and they should love you/them no matter what.”

—LEXIE (she/her), fifth grader



“The most important thing is for you to come out when you feel ready.”

[image: Image]


“Gender expression is kind of like how you express yourself, like with your clothes, with your hair, or with your makeup and stuff. Your gender expression doesn’t have to match your gender identity. And sometimes, your gender expression could be, maybe, giving off the vibe that you are masculine when you actually identify as a girl or the other
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	All Boys Aren’t Blue, by George M. Johnson

	Ana on the Edge, by A. J. Sass

	The Art of Being Normal: A Novel, by Lisa Williamson

	As the Crow Flies, by Melanie Gillman

	Bodies Are Cool, by Tyler Feder

	Beyond the Gender Binary, by Alok Vaid-Menon

	The Boy & the Bindi, by Vivek Shraya

	Cemetery Boys, by Aiden Thomas

	Ciel, by Sophie Labelle

	Continuum, by Chella Man

	Felix Ever After, by Kacen Callender

	Melissa (George), by Alex Gino

	If I Was Your Girl, by Meredith Russo

	It Feels Good to Be Yourself: A Book About Gender Identity, by Theresa Thorn

	Love Beyond Body, Space & Time, by Hope Nicholson, Erin Cossar, and Sam Beiko

	Love Frankie, by Jacqueline Wilson and illustrated by Nick Sharratt

	Middle School’s a Drag, You Better Werk!, by Greg Howard

	My Rainbow, by Trinity and DeShanna Neal

	The Stars and the Blackness Between Them, by Junauda Petrus

	Things We Couldn’t Say, by Jay Coles

	Trans Teen Survival Guide, by Owl and Fox Fisher

	When Aidan Became a Brother, by Kyle Lukoff

	Zenobia July, by Lisa Bunker



[image: Image]






[image: Logo: S&S Books for Young Readers]

SIMON & SCHUSTER BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS

An imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division

1230 Avenue of the Americas, New York, New York 10020

www.SimonandSchuster.com

Text and crown illustration © 2021 by Chloe O. Davis

This young readers edition is adapted from The Queens’ English by Chloe O. Davis, published by Clarkson Potter in 2021

Book design by Laura Eckes © 2024 by Simon & Schuster, LLC

All rights reserved, including the right of reproduction in whole or in part in any form.

SIMON & SCHUSTER BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS and related marks are trademarks of Simon & Schuster, LLC.

Simon & Schuster: Celebrating 100 Years of Publishing in 2024

For information about special discounts for bulk purchases, please contact Simon & Schuster Special Sales at 1-866-506-1949 or business@simonandschuster.com.

The Simon & Schuster Speakers Bureau can bring authors to your live event. For more information or to book an event, contact the Simon & Schuster Speakers Bureau at 1-866-248-3049 or visit our website at www.simonspeakers.com.

Crown illustration © 2024 by Chloe O. Davis

Jacket design by Laura Eckes © 2024 by Simon & Schuster, LLC

CIP data for this book is available from the Library of Congress.

ISBN 9781665926867

ISBN 9781665926881 (ebook)




e9781665926881/images/f0025-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0029-02.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0029-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0021-02.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0021-01.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/Roboto-BoldItalic.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0035-02.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/Lato-Italic.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0035-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0039-01.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/Lato-Regular.ttf


e9781665926881/images/logo.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/ZillaSlab-MediumItalic.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0001-01.jpg
L OF





e9781665926881/xhtml/nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Introduction


		Aa


		Bb


		Cc


		Dd


		Ee


		Ff


		Gg


		Hh


		Ii


		Jj


		Kk


		Ll


		Mm


		Nn


		Oo


		Pp


		Qq


		Rr


		Ss


		Tt


		Uu


		Vv


		Ww


		Xx


		Yy


		Zz


		Resources


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author


		Illustration Credits


		Copyright







Guide



		Cover


		Start of Content


		Title Page


		Dedication


		Introduction


		Acknowledgments


		About the Author


		Copyright








		I


		II


		III


		1


		2


		3


		4


		5


		6


		7


		8


		9


		10


		11


		12


		13


		14


		15


		16


		17


		18


		19


		20


		21


		22


		23


		24


		25


		26


		27


		28


		29


		30


		31


		32


		33


		34


		35


		36


		37


		38


		39


		40


		41


		42


		43


		44


		45


		46


		47


		48


		49


		50


		51


		52


		53


		54


		55


		56


		57


		58


		59


		60


		61


		62


		63


		64


		65


		66


		67


		68


		69


		70


		71


		72


		73


		74


		75


		76


		77


		78


		79


		80


		81


		82


		83


		84


		85


		86


		87


		88


		89


		90


		91


		92


		93


		94


		95


		96


		97


		98


		99


		100


		101


		102


		103


		104


		105


		106


		107


		108


		109


		110


		111


		112


		113


		114


		115


		116


		117


		118


		119


		120


		121


		122


		123


		124


		125


		126


		127


		128


		129


		130


		131


		132


		133


		134


		135


		136


		137


		138


		139


		140


		141


		142


		143


		144


		145


		146


		147


		148


		149


		150


		151


		152


		153


		154


		155


		156


		157


		158


		159


		160


		161


		162


		163


		164


		165


		166


		167


		168


		169


		170


		171


		172


		173


		174


		175


		176


		177


		178


		179


		180


		181


		182


		183


		184


		185


		186


		187


		188


		189


		190


		191


		192


		193


		194


		195


		196


		197


		198


		199


		200


		201


		202


		203


		204


		205


		206


		207


		208


		209


		210


		211


		212


		213


		214


		215


		216


		217


		218


		219


		220


		221


		222


		223


		224


		225


		226


		227


		228


		229


		230


		231


		232


		233


		234


		235


		236


		237


		238


		239


		240


		241


		242


		243


		244


		245


		246


		247


		248


		249


		250


		251


		252


		253


		254


		255


		256


		257


		258


		259


		260


		261


		262


		263


		264


		265


		266


		267


		268


		269


		270


		271


		272


		273


		274


		275


		276


		277


		278


		279


		280


		281


		282


		283


		284


		285


		286


		287


		288


		289


		290


		291


		292


		293


		294


		295


		296


		297


		298


		299


		300


		301


		302


		303


		304


		305


		306


		307


		308


		309


		310


		311


		312


		313


		314


		315


		316


		317


		318


		319


		320


		321


		322


		323


		324


		325


		326


		327


		328


		329


		330


		331


		332


		333


		334


		335


		336


		337


		338


		339


		340


		341


		342


		343


		344


		345


		346


		347


		348


		349


		350


		351


		352


		353


		354


		355


		356


		357


		358


		359


		360


		361


		362


		363


		364


		365


		366


		367


		368


		369


		370


		371


		372


		373


		374


		375


		376


		377


		378


		379


		380


		381


		382


		383


		384


		385


		386


		387


		388


		389


		390


		391


		392


		393


		394


		395


		396


		397


		398


		399


		400


		401


		402


		403


		404


		405


		406


		407


		408


		409


		410


		411


		412


		413


		414


		415


		416


		417


		418


		419


		420


		421


		422


		423


		424


		425


		426


		427


		428


		429


		430


		431


		432


		433


		434


		435


		436


		437


		438


		439


		440


		441


		442


		443


		444








e9781665926881/fonts/Lato-BoldItalic.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0022-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common02.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common03.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0015-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/9781665926881.jpg
THE YOUNG READERS
LGBTQIA+ DICTIONARY

OF LINGO AND
COLLOQUIAL PHRASES

“tHld






e9781665926881/images/f0042-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0032-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common02c.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/ZillaSlab-Medium.ttf


e9781665926881/images/common02b.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common02a.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/RobotoCondensed-Bold.ttf


e9781665926881/fonts/ZillaSlab-Regular.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0027-01.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/Roboto-Bold.ttf


e9781665926881/fonts/LobsterTwo-Bold.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0014-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common01c.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common01b.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0018-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/common01a.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0033-01.jpg
vﬁw va





e9781665926881/images/f0024-01.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/RobotoCondensed-BoldItalic.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0028-01.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/ZillaSlab-BoldItalic.ttf


e9781665926881/fonts/ZillaSlab-Bold.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0013-01.jpg
W THE 9

Queetts





e9781665926881/images/f0034-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/f0038-01.jpg





e9781665926881/images/title.jpg





e9781665926881/fonts/ZillaSlab-Italic.ttf


e9781665926881/images/f0034-02.jpg
F lik,

g‘)\( ‘
\ 0l
1‘}
m/[ (7,






e9781665926881/fonts/Lato-Bold.ttf


