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Canada Goose, Branta canadensis

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: Large, but highly variable

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Marshes, grasslands, public parks, golf courses

The Canada Goose is our most common goose and is often found in suburban settings. It is vegetarian, foraging on land for grass, seeds, and grain, or in the water by upending like the dabbling ducks. It has a heavy body with short, thick legs and a long neck. It is overall barred gray-brown with a white rear, short black tail, black neck, and a white patch running under the neck to behind the eye. During its powerful flight in classic V formation, the white across the rump makes a semicircular patch between the tail and back. Its voice is a loud honk. The illustration shows an adult.
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Black-bellied Whistling Duck, Dendrocygna autumnalis

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 21”

Season: Year-round

Habitat: Shallow lakes, ponds, and marshes with nearby trees

The Black-bellied Whistling Duck is a medium-size duck with a flat head, and very long neck and legs, making it appear like a small goose. The back, lower neck, and breast are rusty brown with a black belly, tail, and undertail coverts. The head and upper neck are gray with a dark brown stripe along the crown and nape. The bill is large and orange, and the eyes have white eye rings. The wings are rounded with a long, white stripe, and it holds the head and legs low in flight. Black-bellied Whistling Ducks often feed at night for small invertebrates or plants from marshy fields and ponds. The voice is a series of high, whistled, squeaky notes. It is also known as the “tree duck” due to its habit of roosting and nesting in trees. An adult is illustrated.
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Wood Duck, Aix sponsa

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 18”

Season: Year-round in Florida

Habitat: Wooded ponds and swamps

The regal Wood Duck is among the dabbling ducks, or those that tip headfirst into shallow water to pluck aquatic plants and animals from the bottom. The male is long-tailed, small-billed, with a dark back, light buffy flanks, and sharp black-and-white head patterning. It also sports a bushy head crest that droops behind the nape. The female is gray-brown with spotting along the under-sides and a conspicuous white, teardrop-shaped eye patch. Both sexes swim with their heads angled downwards as if in a nod, and they have sharp claws to cling to branches and snags. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Mallard, Anas platyrhynchos

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 23”

Season: Year-round resident

Habitat: Virtually any water environment, parks, urban areas

The ubiquitous Mallard is the most abundant duck in the northern hemisphere. It is a classic dabbling duck, plunging its head into the water with its tail up, searching for aquatic plants, animals, and snails, although it will also eat worms, seeds, insects, and even mice. Noisy and quacking, it is a heavy but strong flier. The male has a dark head with green or blue iridescence, a white neck ring, and a large yellow bill. The underparts are pale with a chestnut-brown breast. The female is plain brownish with buffy, scalloped markings. It also has a dark eye line and orangey bill with a dark center. The speculum is blue on both sexes, and the tail coverts often curl upward. Mallards form huge floating flocks called “rafts.” To achieve flight, a Mallard lifts straight into the air without running. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Mottled Duck, Anas fulvigula

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 22”

Season: Year-round in Florida

Habitat: Most aquatic areas, coastal marshes

A very close relative of the Mallard, the Mottled Duck is a common dabbling duck with similar foraging habits and quacking voice. In appearance, both sexes are similar to the female Mallard only darker and slightly larger. It is buffy brown overall with a lighter head and neck, and with no white on the tail. The male has a bright yellow bill; that of the female is darker. The greenish spec-ulum is seen primarily in flight. Some consider the Mottled Duck to be a subspecies of the Mallard. The illustration shows an adult male.
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Gadwall, Anas strepera

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 20.5”

Season: Winter

Habitat: Shallow lakes, marshes

The Gadwall is a buoyant, plain-colored, dabbling duck with a steep forehead and a somewhat angular head. The breeding male is grayish overall, with very fine variegation and barring. The rump and undertail coverts are black, the scapulars are light orange-brown, the tertials are gray, and the head is lighter below the eye and darker above. Females and nonbreeding males are mottled brownish, with few distinguishing markings. In flight there is a distinctive white speculum that is most prominent in males. Gadwalls dabble or dive for a variety of aquatic plants and invertebrates, and often gather in large flocks away from the shore. The breeding female (top) and breeding male (bottom) are illustrated.
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Green-winged Teal, Anas crecca

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 14”

Season: Winter

Habitat: Marshes, ponds

The Green-winged Teal is a cute, very small, active duck with a small, thin bill. The breeding male is silvery gray, with a dotted tawny breast patch, a pale yellow hip patch, and a distinct vertical white bar on its side. The head is rusty brown, with an iri-descent green patch around and behind the eye. Females and nonbreeding males are mottled brown with a dark eye line and white belly. Green-winged Teals dabble in the shallows for plant material and small invertebrates. They are quick and agile in flight, and sport a bright green speculum. They form very large winter flocks. The breeding female (top) and breeding male (bottom) are illustrated.
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American Widgeon, Anas americana

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 19”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Shallow ponds, fields

The American Widgeon is also known as the Baldpate, in reference to its white crown. A wary and easily alarmed duck, it feeds from the water’s surface, often gleaning prey stirred up by the efforts of diving ducks. Its underside is a light cinnamon color with white undertail coverts, and its back is light brown. The male has a white crown and forehead with a very slight crest when seen in profile, and a glossy, dark green patch extending from the eye to the back of the neck. A white wing covert patch can usually be seen on the folded wing but is more obvious in flight. The head of the female is unmarked and brownish. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Northern Pintail, Anas acuta

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 21”

Season: Winter

Habitat: Marshes, shallow lakes, coastal bays

Among the most abundant ducks in North America, the Northern Pintail is an elegant, slender dabbling duck with a long neck, small head, and narrow wings. In breeding plumage, the male has long, pointed central tail feathers. It is gray along the back and sides, with a brown head and a white breast. A white stripe extends from the breast along the back of the neck. The female is mottled brown and tan overall, with a light brown head. To feed, the Northern Pintail bobs its head into the water to capture aquatic invertebrates and plants from the muddy bottom. It rises directly out of the water to take flight. The breeding female (top) and breeding male (bottom) are illustrated.
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Northern Shoveler, Anas clypeata

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 19”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Shallow marshes, lakes, and bays

Also known as the Spoonbill Duck, the Northern Shoveler skims the surface of the water with neck extended to scoop up aquatic animals and plants with its long, spatula-like bill. It will also suck up the ooze from mud and strain it through bristles at the edge of its bill to retain worms, leeches, and snails. This medium-size duck seems top heavy due to its large bill. Plumage in the male is white beneath with a large, chestnut side patch and a dark green head and gray bill. The female is pale brownish overall with an orangey bill. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Blue-winged Teal, Anas discors

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 16”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Freshwater marshes and mud flats, wet agricultural areas

The Blue-winged Teal is a small duck that skims the water surface for aquatic plants and invertebrates, often forming large flocks. The male is mottled brown below with a prominent white patch near the hip area, dark above, and gray on the head with a white vertical crescent at the base of the bill. The female is brownish with scalloped flanks and a plain head with a dark eye line and pale at the lores. Both sexes have a light blue wing patch visible in flight. Also known as the White-faced Teal. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Ring-necked Duck, Aythya collaris

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 17”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Coastal marshes

The Ring-necked Duck is in the group of diving ducks that typically swim underwater to find plants and animal prey, although it may also behave like dabbling ducks and bob for food at the surface. This gregarious, small duck looks tall with a postlike head and neck and a peaked crown. The breeding male is stunning with its contrasting light-and-dark plumage and metallic, dark, brown-purple head. The base of the bill, which is gray with a white ring and black tip, is edged with white feathers. The female is more brownish overall with a white eye ring. The ring around the neck, for which it is named, is actually a very inconspicuous brownish band at the bottom of the neck in the male bird. Also known as the Ring-billed Duck. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Bufflehead, Bucephala albeola

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 14”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Inland lakes or sheltered coastal bays

The Bufflehead is a diminutive diving duck, indeed, the smallest duck in North America. Also known as the Bumblebee Duck, it forms small flocks as it forages the open water for aquatic plants and invertebrates. The puffy, rounded head seems large for the body and compared to the small, gray-blue bill. The breeding male is striking with a large white patch on the back half of its head, contrasting with the black front of its head and back. Its underside is white. The female is paler overall with an airfoil-shaped white patch behind the eye on a dark, gray-brown head. Flight is low to the water with rapid wing beats. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Hooded Merganser, Lophodytes cucullatus

Family Anatidae (Geese, Ducks)

Size: 18”

Season: Year-round

Habitat: Lakes, ponds, coastal waters

The mergansers are known as the Fishing Ducks or Sawbills. The Hooded Merganser is a small merganser, and has a small, thin bill, a long tail, and a dramatic crest. The males are black above and orange-brown below with a white breast divided by vertical black stripes. The long tertials are striped with white. The male’s crest can be low or raised to be tall and rounded and shows a clean white patch behind the bright yellow eye. Females are grayish brown, lighter below, and have a rusty-brown crest that is much shorter than the male’s and fans out to the back. Nonbreeding males are similar to females. Hooded Mergansers dive underwater for fish, amphibians, and invertebrates. The female (top) and breeding male are illustrated.
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Red-breasted Merganser, Mergus serrator

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 23”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Sheltered coastal waters

The mergansers are known as the Fishing Ducks or Saw-tooths. They dive and chase fish of considerable size underwater and secure their catch with their long, thin bill, which is serrated along the edges. Both male and female Red-breasted Mergansers sport a fine, long, two-parted crest. The male has a white band around the neck, a dark head, a red bill, and gray flanks. The female is grayish overall with a brown head. The nonbreeding male closely resembles the female. Flight is low and quick on pointed wings. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Ruddy Duck, Oxyura jamaicencis

Family Anatidae (Ducks, Geese)

Size: 15”

Season: Winter in Florida

Habitat: Open water, fresh- or saltwater wetlands

The Ruddy Duck is a member of the “stiff-tailed ducks,” known for their rigid tail feathers that are often cocked up in display. It dives deep into the water for its food of aquatic vegetation and flies low over the water with quick wing beats. It is a relatively small duck with a big head and a flat, broad body. The breeding male is rich sienna brown overall with white cheeks, black cap and nape, and a bright blue bill. The female is drab with a conspicuous dark stripe across the cheek. Nonbreeding males become gray. The Ruddy Duck can sink low into the water, grebelike, and will often dive to escape danger. The illustration shows a breeding male, below, and a female, above.
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Northern Bobwhite, Colinus virginianus

Family Odontophoridae (Quail)

Size: 10”

Season: Year-round in Florida

Habitat: Brushy fields and open woodlands

The Bobwhite, like other quail, is a secretive, ground-dwelling bird that usually takes flight only if alarmed. It travels in coveys of ten or more while scavenging for seeds, berries, and insects. It is plump with a very short, gray tail. Its plumage is heavily streaked rufous, gray, and black. It has a white superciliary stripe and throat. The female is paler with a greater extent of rufous coloring and a buffy eye line and throat. Western and northern varieties of the Bobwhite tend to be lighter than the Florida group. Its call sounds somewhat like its name: bob-white. The illustration shows an adult of the Florida race.





[image: chpt_fig_018.jpg]


Wild Turkey, Meleagris gallopavo

Family Phasianidae
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Pied-billed Grebe, Podilymbus podiceps
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American Flamingo, Phoenicopterus ruber
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Rock Pigeon, Columba livia
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White-crowned Pigeon, Patagioenas leucocephala
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Eurasian Collared-Dove, Streptopelia decaocto
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White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatrica
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Mourning Dove, Zenaida macroura
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Mangrove Cuckoo, Coccyzus minor
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Coccyzus americanus
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Smooth-billed Ani, Croptophaga ani
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Common Nighthawk, Chordeiles minor
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Chuck-will’s-widow, Caprimulgus carolinensis
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Chimney Swift, Chaetura pelagica
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Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Archilochus colubris
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Limpkin, Aramus guarauna
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Sora, Porzana carolina
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Clapper Rail, Rallus longirostris
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King Rail, Rallus elegans
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Purple Gallinule, Porphyrio martinicus
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Common Gallinule, Gallinula galeata
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American Coot, Fulica americana
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Sandhill Crane, Grus canadensis
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Black-necked Stilt, Himantopus mexicanus
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American Avocet, Recurvirostra americana
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American Oystercatcher, Haematopus palliatus
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Black-bellied Plover, Pluvialis squatarola
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Killdeer, Charadrius vociferus
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Wilson’s Plover, Charadrius wilsonia
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Semipalmated Plover, Charadrius semipalmatus
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Whimbrel, Numenius phaeopus
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Long-billed Curlew, Numenius americanus
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Marbled Godwit, Limosa fedoa
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Ruddy Turnstone, Arenaria interpres
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Red Knot, Calidris canutus
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Sanderling, Calidris alba
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Western Sandpiper, Calidris mauri
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Dunlin, Calidris alpina
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Wilson’s Snipe, Gallinago delicata
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Spotted Sandpiper, Actitus macularius
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Willet, Tringa semipalmata
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Greater Yellowlegs, Tringa melanoleuca
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Bonaparte’s Gull, Chroicocephalus philadelphia
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Laughing Gull, Leucophaeus atricilla
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Ring-billed Gull, Larus delewarensis
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Herring Gull, Larus argentatus
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Sooty Tern, Onychoprion fuscata
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Least Tern, Sternula antillarum
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Sandwich Tern, Thalasseus sandvicensis
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Royal Tern, Thalasseus maxima
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Caspian Tern, Hydroprogne caspia
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Black Skimmer, Rynchops niger










[image: chpt_fig_070.jpg]


White-tailed Tropicbird, Phaethon lepturus
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Common Loon, Gavia immer
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Wood Stork, Mycteria americana
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Magnificent Frigatebird, Fregata magnificens
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Northern Gannet, Morus bassanus
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Double-crested Cormorant, Phalacrocorax auritus
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Anhinga, Anhinga anhinga
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American White Pelican, Pelecanus erythrorhynchos
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Brown Pelican, Pelecanus occidentalis
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American Bittern, Botaurus lentiginosus
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Least Bittern, Ixobrychus exilis
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Great Blue Heron, Ardea herodias
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Great Blue Heron (White Morph) or “Great White Heron”
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Cattle Egret, Bubulcus ibis
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Snowy Egret, Egretta thula
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Great Egret, Ardea alba
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Tricolored Heron, Egretta tricolor
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Little Blue Heron, Egretta caerulea
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Reddish Egret, Egretta rufescens










[image: chpt_fig_089.jpg]


Green Heron, Butorides virescens
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Black-crowned Night-Heron, Nycticorax nycticorax










[image: chpt_fig_091.jpg]


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Nyctanassa violacea
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Glossy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus
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White Ibis, Eudocimus albus
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Roseate Spoonbill, Platalea ajaja
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Turkey Vulture, Cathartes aura
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Black Vulture, Coragyps atratus
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Osprey, Pandion haliaetus
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Snail Kite, Rostrhamus sociabilis










[image: chpt_fig_099.jpg]


White-tailed Kite, Elanus leucurus
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Swallow-tailed Kite, Elanoides forficatus
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Bald Eagle, Haliaeetus leucocephalus
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Northern Harrier, Circus cyaneus
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Sharp-shinned Hawk, Accipiter striatus
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Cooper’s Hawk, Accipiter cooperii
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Red-shouldered Hawk, Buteo lineatus
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Short-tailed Hawk, Buteo brachyurus
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Red-tailed Hawk, Buteo jamaicensis
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Barn Owl, Tyto alba
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Great Horned Owl, Bubo virginianus
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Barred Owl, Strix varia
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Eastern Screech Owl, Megascops asio
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Burrowing Owl, Athene cunicularia
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Belted Kingfisher, Megaceryle alcyon
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Red-headed Woodpecker, Melanerpes erythrocephalus
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Red-bellied Woodpecker, Melanerpes carolinus
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Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Sphyrapicus varius
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Downy Woodpecker, Picoides pubescens
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Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Picoides borealis
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Northern Flicker, Colaptes auratus
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Pileated Woodpecker, Dryocopus pileatus
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Crested Caracara, Caracara cheriway
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American Kestrel, Falco sparverius
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Budgerigar, Melopsittacus undulatus
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Monk Parakeet, Myiopsitta monachus
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