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Tongues of Fire: Tracing the Holy Spirit's Enduring Gift from Acts to Today
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Is praying in tongues biblical and relevant for today? Does everyone who receives the Holy Spirit speak in tongues? Is it a gift for every believer? These are important questions that deserve clear answers from the Bible.

Speaking in tongues is a powerful gift from God that enables believers to communicate with Him on a deeper level. It's a way to pray beyond our understanding, allowing the Holy Spirit to intercede for us. However, many Christians are unsure if this gift is still valid for today or if it was only for the early church.

In this book, we'll explore the biblical basis for speaking in tongues, dispel common misconceptions, and provide practical guidance on how to receive and use this incredible gift. We'll examine the Scriptures to determine if praying in tongues is meant for every believer in the present day.

To begin, let's establish a foundational principle: the Bible states that every truth must be confirmed by two or three witnesses. As 2 Corinthians 13:1 (NIV) says, “This will be my third visit to you. 'Every matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.'“Therefore, if praying in tongues is indeed for today, we should expect to find multiple instances in the Bible supporting this truth.

In the following sections, we'll explore three key passages that serve as witnesses to the ongoing relevance of speaking in tongues. These passages span from the birth of the church in Acts to the latter days, demonstrating that this gift was not limited to a specific time or group but is an enduring part of the Christian experience.

As we dive into these biblical witnesses, we'll discover compelling evidence that speaking in tongues is not only biblical but also a vital gift for believers today. So, let's embark on this journey together, allowing the Holy Spirit to guide us into a deeper understanding and experience of this amazing gift.

The First Witness

Therefore, if praying in tongues is meant for today, the Bible must provide evidence. 

Let's examine the scriptures. The first witness is found in Acts 2:4. It's important to understand that we are living in the New Testament era, which began with the birth of Jesus and continues to this day. We are essentially living in the ongoing story of the Book of Acts, as there has been no declaration of a new dispensation.

In Acts 2:1-4 (NIV), we read about the Day of Pentecost:

“When the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”

This passage reveals that all 120 people present were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in tongues. This event, referred to as “the rain,” signifies the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible also speaks of a “latter rain” in the last days, as mentioned in the book of Joel. This implies a continuing and even greater outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the end times. We are now in these latter days, so the Holy Spirit's activity is ongoing, not limited to the early church. The latter rain is expected to be greater than the former, indicating more signs, miracles, and wonders due to the larger number of Christians today compared to the early church.

The Second Witness

The second witness is found in the story of Cornelius and his household in Acts 10. This account is significant because it marks the first instance of Gentiles receiving the Holy Spirit. Prior to this, only Jewish converts to Christianity received the Holy Spirit and the ability to speak in tongues. Peter had a vision in which he was told to eat what he considered unclean, symbolizing that the Gospel and the Holy Spirit were for all people, not just Jews.

While Peter was speaking to Cornelius and his household, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the message, and they began to speak in tongues. This convinced the Jewish Christians who accompanied Peter that the Holy Spirit was given to Gentiles as well.

Acts 10:44-46 (NIV):

“While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God.”

This event occurred out of sequence to illustrate that the infilling of the Holy Spirit and the gift of tongues were for everyone, not just for the Jews but also for the Gentiles. The Jewish believers who accompanied Peter were astonished because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out on the Gentiles as well. They knew this because they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. (Acts 10:45-46).

The Third Witness

The third example is found in Acts 19:1-7. Though we won't go through the whole passage, the main verse is verse 6:

Acts 19:6 (NIV):

“When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.”

This happened years after Pentecost, showing that the Holy Spirit's outpouring wasn't just a one-time thing. The followers in Ephesus received the Holy Spirit long after Pentecost, showing that the Holy Spirit's work continues over time.

The Latter Outpouring

The Bible talks about the “latter rain” in the end times, as Joel prophesied. We're living in those times now. The COVID-19 pandemic showed us that we're in the final phase of the end times, just before the Rapture and Jesus' return.

Hebrews 10:25 (NIV):

“not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

It usually takes about 21 days to form a habit. Assuming people go to church at least once a week, the lockdown made not going to church a habit, as we stopped attending for more than 52 weeks. This is much longer than the 21 weeks needed to form a habit. So, Hebrews 10:25 shows that people would get used to not gathering, just like during the lockdown.

The NLT version makes it clear that “the Day” means Jesus' return, including the Rapture and Second Coming.

Hebrews 10:25 (NLT):

“And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.”

The Holy Spirit is like rain, and the latter rain marks the end of the end times, as seen in:

Zechariah 10:1 (NKJV):

“Ask the LORD for rain in the time of the latter rain. The LORD will make flashing clouds; He will give them showers of rain, Grass in the field for everyone.”

The prophecy in Joel 2, which speaks of the latter rain, also supports the continuity of the Holy Spirit's work. Pentecost was the first rain, the initial outpouring of the Holy Spirit, but Joel's prophecy points to a continued and even greater outpouring in the end times.

The latter rain means a bigger outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the end times, continuing from Acts.

God wants us to ask for the Holy Spirit so we can pray in tongues as we get closer to the Rapture and Jesus' return.

Praying in tongues, which began as the “rain” in Acts, continues into the latter days as the “latter rain.” It will persist until the end of this age, ceasing only when we leave this earth and the new heaven and new earth are established.

So, praying in tongues is indeed for today. It is a powerful spiritual gift, and believers should not be deceived or let the enemy convince them otherwise. Praying in tongues is a vital part of spiritual warfare. It strengthens and edifies us. It helps us overcome and live victorious in these troubling times.
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