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Think of an animal … and you’ll probably think of a 

mammal. Cats, dogs, horses, dolphins, elephants, bears 

and monkeys – they’re all mammals. And so are you!

A WLE RD O MMAS!

• Mammals are  

warm-blooded –  

unlike a fish or a snake,  

they can warm up  

their own bodies  

from the inside,  

and usually have a  

warm temperature.

• They’re often  

hairy or furry.

• They usually have four  

legs – or sometimes, two  

legs and two arms. Sea 

mammals have flippers.

• Mammals look after their 

babies, and mother mammals 

feed their babies with milk.

Whales, dolphins, 

seals and manatees 

are sea mammals.

Tropical rainforests are 

full of mammals, such as 

monkeys, sloths and big cats.

Desert mammals, 

such as the ringtail, 

often come out at 

night when it’s cooler.

WAT E TY? 

Mammals come in 

many shapes and 

sizes, so what makes 

something a mammal?
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MAM MA 

The mammals are a huge family of 

animals, and they’re found in almost 

every part of the world. Wherever 

they live, they are adapted, or 

suited, to their surroundings.

HO MY MMAS? 

There are about 6,400 different species, or types, of mammals. They’re 

divided into different mammal groups, such as bears, bats, whales, wolves, 

apes and antelopes. To meet a 

whole world of mammals, step this way! 

Extra-thick fur helps polar 

bears and Arctic hares survive 

the cold in the far north.

All over the world, humans 

keep mammals as farm and 

working animals: examples 

include sheep, goats, cows, 

pigs, camels and horses.

The towering Himalayas are 

home to mountain ibexes 

and snow leopards.

Lemurs like this sifaka are only 

found on the island of Madagascar.

Zebras, lions, 

giraffes and 

gazelles roam the 

grassy savannah.

Some mammals live in our homes – like pet 

dogs and cats, or unwelcome mice or rats!
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The big beasts you can see here are all plant-eaters, or herbivores.

BI PN-ETES

WY S IG? 

Because when you’re 

a plant-eater, it’s easy 

to find lots of food 

and grow big. And, if 

you’re big, it’s harder 

for hunters to eat 

you. Being a monster-

sized plant-muncher 

helps you survive.  

The other two 

elephant species 

are a bit smaller.

The African bush elephant is the biggest land  

animal. Males can be 7 m long and weigh 5,000 kg. 

That’s about as much as 200 8-year-old humans!

ADTE T URVE 

As in much of the natural world, 

these huge herbivores have evolved 

useful features to stay alive.

Giraffes’ long necks help them feed 

on high-up tree leaves and branches. 

Rhinos have horns for fighting and 

scaring away enemies.

Hippos’ eyes, noses and ears are 

on the tops of their heads, so they 

can see and breathe as they swim 

in rivers, which are their natural 

habitat, or home.
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… while these four 

breeds are typically 

kept as farm animals.

Three members of the 

wild horse family: 

Fom r to ret

Cows and horses don’t just 

live on farms! Both have 

tame and wild varieties. 

Mo mosr 

mams 

Even elephants 

aren’t the biggest 

mammals of all. 

Some are much 

more massive!  

You can find them 

on page 16.

Two examples of 

domesticated horses:
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