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Millions of animals, plants and other living things live in 

our world. But for every species, or type of living thing, on Earth 

today, there are hundreds more that no longer exist. They have 

died out, or become extinct.

Life has existed on Earth for billions 

of years and it has changed over 

time. New species develop, or evolve, 

while others struggle to survive and 

become extinct. This is a normal, 

natural process. All these creatures 

and plants, for example, died out 

long before humans existed.  

WHAT HAPPENED?

Paraceratherium, 

a ginormous, long-

necked rhino

Here’s a human 

to scale! 

At about 7.5m long, 

Paraceratherium 

was one of the 

biggest land 

animals ever 

Gon forever

Cooksonia, an early 

fl owering plant

DIED OUT 

393 MILLION 

YEARS AGO
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DIED OUT 

25 MILLION 

YEARS AGO








We know about the extinct 

living things of the past 

because of fossils. These  are 

traces or shapes left in the 

ground by the bodies of living 

things after they die.

FOSSIL FINDS

Tully monster fossil

Tully monster, a small,

strange sea creature with eyes 

on stalks and a long snout

Today however, there’s a big problem. Living things 

are dying out much faster than they used to, thanks to 

our own species: humans. Hunting, pollution, farming 

and other human activities have already wiped out 

thousands of species and many more are endangered, 

or at risk of becoming extinct.

EXTINCTION EMERGENCY!

DIED OUT 

300 MILLION 

YEARS AGO

The dodo was a large, fl ightless bird. It died out in 

the 1600s, after humans settled on its home island of 

Mauritius. They cut down the forests where dodos lived, 

and brought dogs, rats and other animals that hunted the 

dodos and ate their eggs, until they were extinct.

DIED OUT 

350 YEARS 

AGO

THIS BOOK IS ABOUT HOW THIS HAPPENED, HOW WE’RE TRYING TO 

CHANGE IT AND WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP.
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No one knows exactly how or 

where the first life formed, 

but it took place about 

4 billion years ago. That’s a 

LONG time! Long enough for 

millions of different living 

things to evolve, and for most 

of them to go extinct.

Scientists think a mixture of 

chemicals in the sea, or in a hot 

mud pool, combined to make the 

 first, basic living thing. The  first life 

form was a simple, single cell.

Gradually, more and more living things 

evolved, including multi-celled plants and 

animals. New species branched off  from 

old ones, a bit like the branches and twigs 

of a tree. Scientists describe this as the 

‘tree of life’ or ‘tree of evolution’.

TREE OF LIFE

It could have looked 

something like this

HOW LIFE BEGAN

Life on Earth

HIPPOPOTAMUSES
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KANGAROOS

JELLYFISH

SNAILS

BUTTERFLIES








The real ‘tree of 

life’ is much more 

complicated! This is a 

simplifi ed version.

DINOSAURS

EARLY HUMANS
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FACT

FILE

First life form

4 billion 

years ago

First plants

1 billion 

years ago

First animals

600 million 

years ago

First humans

2 million 

years ago

First modern 

humans

300,000 

years ago
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SHARKS

PLANTS

SEAWEEDS

TREES
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