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Make no mistake: this book, and those to follow it, are works of fiction.  I have attempted to make the depiction of history as accurate as possible, but where the facts were scant or non-existent at the time of writing, I invented them.  Please do not think that because you read something in my book it must be true.  I hope that you will check everything I say.  Much of my historic data comes from sites that I visited on the Internet, so the data is as accurate as that.

It would add to your enjoyment to follow trips from one place to another.  You can find the places mentioned on an Internet map of Poland, and on Google Earth.

The cover was designed by AI.  I solicited help from AI in writing the book, but by no means did it do all the work.
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Items given in italics are fictitious.

1772.  Józef Antoni Kossakowski was born in ​Martyniškis, 28.2 mi southwest of Ukmergė, Lithuania.

Tsar Alexander I was born December 23, 1777.  He will be 40 in 1817.  He was raised by his grandmother, Catherine II.

October 7, 1788.  The Sejm Confederation was formed.  Its principal aim became to restore sovereignty to, and reform, the Commonwealth politically and economically.

May 3, 1791.  Constitution was published.  It is often described as Europe's first modern written national constitution, and the world's second, after the United States Constitution.

May 29, 1792.  The Sejm Confederation ceased to operate.

September 11, 1792.  The Battle of Dubienka: On this date, soldiers of the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth, under the command of Tadeusz Kościuszko, engaged in combat against the Imperial Russian Army.  This battle was notable for the Polish forces' determination to resist a much larger Russian contingent.

September 15, 1792.  Treaty between Austria and Prussia was concluded at Grodno, confirming the Second Partition of Poland.

1792.  Joseph Anthony Kossakowski was elected counselor of the General Lithuanian Confederation in the Targowica Confederation.  Later, in the Kościuszko Uprising, having had a conversion to patriotism, he participated in the defense of Vilnius.  By the latter he made up for the former.

September 15, 1793.  The Grodno Confederation was established under the authority of King Stanisław August Poniatowski, on the initiative of the Russian envoy Jakob Sievers.  The Grodno Confederation sought to restore the legal status quo from before 1788.  

October 9, 1793.  Alexander Romanov was 15 when he married 14-year-old Princess Louise of Baden, who took the name Elizabeth Alexeyevna.  He didn’t like her; in spite of that they had two children, who died young.

November 23, 1793.  The Second Partition of Poland was ratified.

March 24, 1794.  Tadeusz Kościuszko, a veteran of the Continental Army in the American Revolutionary War, announced a general uprising in a speech in the Kraków town square and assumed the powers of the Commander-in-Chief of all the Polish forces.

May 7, 1794.  Kościuszko issued an act that became known as the "Proclamation of Połaniec", in which he partially abolished serfdom in Poland, granted civil liberty to all peasants and provided them with state help against abuses by the nobility.

May 9, 1794.  Bishop Kossakowski, uncle of Joseph Anthony Kossakowski, Józef Ankwicz (leader of the Permanent Council) and hetmans Piotr Ożarowski and Józef Zabiełło were convicted of treason and sentenced to hanging as traitors, having been members of the Targowica Confederation​[i].

October 10, 1794.  Tadeusz Kościuszko was captured by the Russians.  Wawrzecki takes his place.

November 16, 1794.  Near Radoszyce, Wawrzecki surrendered. This marked the end of the uprising.

November, 1796.  Empress Catherine II died.

1799.  Alexander begins a sexual relationship with mistress Maria Naryshkina.  He is 22.

March 23, 1801.  His father Paul was murdered.  Alexander becomes emperor.  He was 24.

October 1, 1805.  Sophia was born to mistress Maria Naryshkina.  Alexander is 28.

November 21, 1806.  Napoleon’s Continental System (a blockade of all Europe) begins.  Aside from subduing Britain, the blockade was also intended to establish French industrial and commercial hegemony in Europe.

July 7, 1807.  ​Treaty of Tilsit signed between Napoleon and Alexander.  Russia ceded about half of its pre-war territories.  From these territories, Napoleon created the French client states: the Duchy of Warsaw and the Free City of Gdańsk.  

July 9, 1807.  Another Treaty of Tilsit signed between Napoleon and Prussia.  The Polish lands in Prussian possession since the Second and Third Partitions were united to the quasi-independent Duchy of Warsaw.

October 14, 1809.  Treaty of Schönbrünn gave what the Austrians called Galicia back to Poland (The Duchy of Warsaw).

January, 1810.  In Russia the ​Council of the Empire was begun.  It was an advisory legislative body composed of people whom the tsar believed he could trust.  Upon its establishment there were 35 members.

March 29, 1812.  Alexander I dismissed ​Michael Speransky from office.  He had been chief advisor and a member of the Council of the Empire.

August 3, 1812.  Napoleon gave Joseph Anthony Kossakowski command of the Lithuanian Rifle Regiment and the Połotsk District.

September 14-18, 1812.  Moscow burned.  As a result, Tsar Alexander surrendered.  

September 29, 1812.  Kossakowski was formally governor of Moscow for three days.

October 3, 1812.  France awarded Kossakowski with the Knight's Cross.

December 14, 1812.  The Peace of Warsaw.  Alexander agrees to give back his part of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth as it had been before 1772, and all of Estonia.  Combined with the results of the Treaties of Tilsit (July 9, 1809) and Schönbrünn (October 14, 1809) the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth is now re-established.  Alexander also agrees to support ​Napoleon’s Continental System.  The French troops begin leaving Russian soil, but remain in Poland to insure no funny stuff goes on.  Alexander begins a furious desire to hurt Poland.  He is egged on by archbishop Konstantin Grigorich Pobestsev and new advisor ​Aleksey Arakcheyev. 

June 14, 1813.  With Russia in a weakened state, Estonia declares its independence.  Realizing it cannot go it alone, it petitions Poland to become part.  The petition is accepted.

July 30, 1813.  Emanuel born to mistress Maria Naryshkina.  

October 24, 1813.  France awarded Kossakowski the Officer's Cross.

October 2, 1814.  Robert Stewart, Viscount Castlereagh, whose single-minded aim had been the restoration of "a just equilibrium" in Europe, reproached Tsar Alexander to his face for a “debased conscience" which led him to imperil the concert of the powers by participating in the rape of Poland.  This infuriates Alexander and the archbishop of Moscow, Konstantin Grigorich Pobestsev, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, and Arakcheyev, who have influence over the Tsar.

Spring, 1815.  Baroness ​Barbara von Krüdener was settled at Schlüchtern, a Baden enclave in Württemberg, busy persuading the peasants to sell all and fly from the divine wrath to come. 

June 4, 1815.  Near Schlüchtern, at Heilbronn, Emperor Alexander I checked into a hotel.  That very night the baroness sought and obtained an interview with him.  To the tsar, who had been brooding alone over an open Bible, her sudden arrival seemed an answer to his prayers; for three hours the “prophetess” preached her strange gospel, while the most powerful man in Europe sat, his face buried in his hands, sobbing like a child; until at last he declared that he had "found peace".

At the tsar's request, she followed him to Heidelberg and later to Berlin, where she was lodged at the Hotel Schwarzer Adler, in the next suite to the imperial headquarters.  A private door connected the establishments, and every evening the emperor went to take part in the prayer-meetings conducted by the baroness and ​Henri-Louis Empeytaz.  Chiliasm had found a place in the high councils of Europe, and the baroness von Krüdener had become a political force to be reckoned with.  Admission to her religious gatherings was eagerly sought by a crowd of people celebrated in the intellectual and social world.  The fame of the tsar’s wonderful conversion, moreover, attracted other members of the chiliastic fraternity, among them a certain Fontaines, who brought with him the prophetess Marie Kummer.

In this religious green-house, the idea of the ​Holy Alliance germinated and grew to rapid maturity.  Alexander declared that his own soul had found illumination, and that he had realized once and for all the divine revelation to him of his mission as the peacemaker of Europe.

September 26, 1815.  The portentous proclamation of the Holy alliance, which was to herald the opening of a new age of peace and goodwill on earth, was signed by the sovereigns of Russia, Austria and Prussia.  Its authorship has ever been a matter of dispute.  Madame de Krüdener herself claimed that she had suggested the idea, and that Alexander had submitted the draft for her approval.  This is probably correct, though the tsar later, when he had recovered his mental equilibrium, reproved her for her indiscretion in talking of the matter.  

His eyes, indeed, had begun to be opened before he left Berlin, and Marie Kummer was the unintentional cause.  At the very first séance prophetess Kummer, whose revelations had been praised by the baroness in extravagant terms, had the bad sense to announce in her trance to the emperor that it was God's will that he should endow the religious colony to which she belonged!  Alexander merely remarked that he had received too many such revelations before to be impressed.  The baroness's influence was shaken but not destroyed, and before he left Berlin Alexander gave her a passport to Russia.  She was not to see him again.

From 1815 to Tsar Alexander's death, strict artillery inspector Aleksey Arakcheyev (b. Oct. 4, 1769) was near the tsar as member of the State Council, and was an influential voice in the tsar's entourage.  During Alexander I's journeys abroad, Arakcheyev would follow, giving his accord to every law decreed.  He had a furious temper.  He is said to have executed two junior officers by having them buried up to their necks and leaving them to die of starvation and thirst.  On another occasion he is said to have personally cut off another officer's head with his sword after a perceived infraction.

The ruthlessness he exhibited in the military extended to his home.  The women peasants in Arakcheyev's own Gruzino estate near Novgorod were required to produce one child each year.  Arakcheyev even ordered the hanging of all cats, on account of his fondness for nightingales.

August 29, 1816.  Slovakia broke away from Hungarian domination.  It happened like this:

Up til recently what became Slovakia was firmly embedded in the Hungarian half of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and neither Vienna nor the Hungarian nobility had any incentive to let it go.

The gossip over the Polish federation project introduced a dangerous idea into European thinking: multi-ethnic constitutionalism. That was a direct threat to Magyar dominance.

Hungarian elites doubled down on Magyarization early (language, administration, courts).

The Slovak Catholic clergy and educated classes resisted.

Peasant organizations spread through parish channels.

The triggering event was a royal decree restricting non-Hungarian language-use in administration and schooling.  The result was that Slovak leaders framed separation not as rebellion, but as a defense of traditional rights against unlawful centralization.  Vienna allowed it to weaken the Hungarian nobility, which had ambitions toward independence from Austria.  This was a strategic advantage for the Emperor.

Summer, 1817.  Slovakia agrees to join the federation.

1818.  End of Alexander’s relationship with mistress Maria Naryshkina.  He is 41.

At this time the Orthodox Church was governed by “The Most Holy Synod” – a ten-member body created in 1721 by Tsar Peter I to exercise control over the church.  Of the ten, Konstantin Grigorich Pobestsev was head, and exerted control over Alexander.
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