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      Preface

      
      
      This examination of the Second Iraq War suggests that the Kurdish Question was crucially
         tied in with it, an undeclared aim of the war planners being to ensure the emergence
         of a quasi-independent entity of “Kurdistan.” The “freeing” of the Kurds was presented
         as a great human rights endeavor, whereas actually it was, practically speaking, a
         crude power grab.
      

      
      For long it had been known to parties in the United States (and abroad) that a trove
         of untapped, easily obtainable oil underlay the three northern Kurdish provinces of
         Iraq. Since the 1960s efforts had been made to keep the oil out of the hands of a
         succession of Arab Socialist regimes in the knowledge that, were the governments to
         gain control, the oil would then be nationalized; thus revenue from exploiting the
         fields would be lost to private enterprise.
      

      
      The agency whereby access was denied was a tribe of Kurds, the Barzanis. The tribe
         had been in rebellion since 1961, a revolt sustained by outside intervention that
         took the form of supplying the Barzanis with arms and financial backing. The upset
         victory of Iraq in the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988) seemed set to doom the interventionist
         enterprise. For now the way was clear for the Ba’thist government of Saddam Hussein
         to crush the revolt finally and forever—at which point, various parties intervened.
      

      
      A great hue and cry was raised in the United States over the Ba’thists having allegedly
         perpetrated a monstrous human rights atrocity that claimed the lives of 182,000 Kurds,
         and even though no verifiable evidence to substantiate the claim was produced, publicity
         in the media was such that Iraq’s efforts to possess the holdout territory were checked.
         Then, when Saddam Hussein defied sanctions laid on by the U.S. Congress, the First
         Iraq War ensued, wherein the Ba’thists were defeated but remained recalcitrant, which
         made another war inevitable.
      

      
      This scheme of expropriating Kurdish oil lands for profit miscarried when the projectors
         overreached: they envisioned Iraq as a dress rehearsal for yet another war, this time
         against Syria, which would end by redrawing the map of the Middle East and in the
         process securitize Israel, and this aim was part of the original scheme worked out
         by the war planners.
      

      
      This book describes how the grand strategy was botched. Not only did the aim of carrying
         the war to Syria and beyond miscarry, but also in attempting to accommodate the Kurds
         the war planners effectively disenfranchised Iraq’s Sunni community, which has now
         taken up arms to form a state of its own, in effect aping the Kurds’ maneuver.
      

      
      Mine is an argument from cause. The justification for what the United States and Britain
         did to Iraq was that Saddam and the Ba’thists had perpetrated unspeakable atrocities
         against Iraq’s minority population of Kurds. Disprove that those “crimes” took place,
         and the question of why the war was fought is back on the table.
      

      
      My answer is simple: corruption at home, covered up by intervention overseas.

      
      
   
      Introduction

      
      
      On September 7, 1988, then U.S. secretary of state George Shultz announced to the
         world that Iraq, in moving against guerrillas who had fought on the side of Iran in
         the just-concluded Iran-Iraq War, resorted to the use of chemical weapons (weapons
         of mass destruction [WMD]) and, in the process of so doing, killed a large number
         of Kurdish civilians.[1]   Following up on this charge, the Senate Foreign Relations Committee sent two staffers
         out to the Middle East to investigate, and they returned from a lightning-quick visit
         to Turkey—to which numbers of Kurds had decamped—reporting that up to a hundred thousand
         people had perished in what the staffers labeled a genocide.[2]  
      

      
      Subsequent investigations by various international relief organizations failed to
         substantiate the charge of gas having been used or even of civilians having perished.[3]   Two years later (1990), just before the First Iraq War was declared, another agency—a
         research institute at the U.S. Army War College—published a report that discredited
         the staffers’ claims on grounds that gas, being the type of weapon it is, isn’t capable
         of killing so many people and further that under the circumstances, during the alleged
         attacks chemicals wouldn’t have functioned, let alone accounted for so many deaths.[4]  
      

      
      For a while the story dropped out of the news, but not too long after the First Iraq
         War was concluded a nongovernmental organization (NGO) published a report in which
         it asserted that not only had the attacks to which Shultz originally made reference
         occurred but also, in fact, the regime of Saddam Hussein had been pursuing a campaign
         of genocide against the Kurdish minority over a number of years.[5]   In its report, the agency, Human Rights Watch (HRW), set the overall figure of
         deaths at 182,000.
      

      
      This latter report particularly struck me because, during the period covered by the
         HRW report, I concurrently filled the position of the Central Intelligence Agency’s
         lead political analyst on Iraq and in-house expert on the Kurds, and I never heard
         of any such campaign—rumors, yes; there were always rumors about atrocities being
         perpetrated during the long and bitterly fought Iran-Iraq War, but nothing of this
         order was ever reported, much less seriously considered.[6]  
      

      
      Subsequently I researched the issue of the alleged gassings, and my conclusion—which
         I’ll give in chapter 2—is that the allegations are fabricated.
      

      
      Multiple attacks on civilians carried out over a period of years that, taken together,
         constitute a campaign of genocide, never took place.
      

      
      The Anfal, which is the name that the Ba’thists supposedly gave to this suppositious
         campaign, is a fiction.[7]  
      

      
      In this study I will argue that the claim of Saddam having “gassed his own people”
         was a ploy to influence public opinion so that the United States could go to war.
      

      
      The agitation was gotten up in the 1990s after the so-called Evil Empire collapsed,
         at which point Iraq, believed to have been a satellite of the Soviet Union, was seen
         as vulnerable, which is to say that the controversy over alleged human rights abuse
         was an intrigue, deliberately contrived as a casus belli.
      

      
      Iraq is reputed to have the world’s fourth-largest reserves of oil, for which parties
         in the United States (and abroad) have long coveted. To get control of this supply,
         a provocation was needed, hence the agitation over the alleged genocidal campaign
         against the Kurds.
      

      
      The plan was well laid, an essential element being to deconstruct Iraq once the war
         was over. The country would be broken down into cantons, one of which would be assigned
         to Iraq’s Kurdish minority. This quasi-autonomous entity would then let concessions
         to develop “Kurdish oil,” a maneuver aimed at subverting Iraq’s oil nationalization,
         which specifically forbade concessions to foreigners.
      

      
      In this book I’ll also be looking into the latest crisis over Iraq. As of this writing,
         it’s impossible to say definitively what’s going on in the present stage. Still, given
         the background of events I think it legitimate to attribute the rise of the Islamic
         State in Iraq and the Levant (so-called ISIS), as well as the extraordinary mass migration
         of Middle Eastern refugees to Europe, to the failure of America’s invasion and occupation
         of Iraq, which was largely the work of a clique of Washington insiders who are easily
         identifiable, although I intend to show there was also some overseas involvement.
      

      
      In the first chapter I explore relations between a tribe of Kurds, the Barzanis, and
         successive republican regimes in Iraq. Human rights activists have promoted the myth
         that for decades the Barzanis constituted the vanguard of a transnational revolt of
         Kurds seeking self-determination for millions of Kurds domiciled in four Middle East
         countries.[8]   This was never the case. The Barzani revolt commenced in 1961, the same year the
         first republican regime in Baghdad began nationalizing the oil industry, and in the
         process it abrogated concessions held by the major Western oil companies. That revolt
         was kept going over the years by subventions from sources outside Iraq, most notably
         the Shah of Iran and latterly the CIA.[9]   For long, although never definitively proven, it was suspected the oil interests
         were also active in this campaign.
      

      
      In chapter 2, I debunk the theory that mass extermination of Kurdish civilians by
         the Ba’th ever took place. What the NGO, Human Rights Watch, labels war crimes were
         acts of war, undertaken by the Iraqis to repel an invasion launched in the waning
         days of the Iran-Iraq War by the Iranians.[10]   Numbers of Kurds were killed during this operation, but they were not targeted
         victims. They perished because they were caught in the cut and thrust of the warring
         parties.
      

      
      In chapter 3 I look into the yet-to-be resolved question of why the Bush administration,
         after having captured Saddam, failed to try him for genocide. Instead, the Americans
         brought him up on a relatively minor count having nothing to do with the Kurds. The
         United States didn’t present a flawed case against Saddam; it presented no case at
         all, which leads to the conclusion that there wasn’t a case to present. Bush as much
         as confirmed this by saying he was not disposed to try Saddam for the mass murder
         of Kurds because it was “too difficult to prove.” Saddam was tried and convicted in
         the media, as can be shown by examining the trial coverage, particularly that of the
         New York Times, which I’ll do in the chapter.
      

      
      In chapter 4 I give my case for what actually went on with the Second Iraq War: why
         it was fought; who got it up, and what the instigators were out to accomplish. Here
         is where I take up the “reforms” enacted by the American Occupation Authority, as
         a result of which Iraq’s existence as a sovereign state was practically nullified.
         No one before the war was declared suggested that Iraq might be “deconstructed” once
         it was over. However, no sooner was it ended than this was revealed to have been the
         aim all along.
      

      
      I’m going to suggest that the Second Iraq War was something on the order of a bubble:
         parties who lined up in support of the war—and thus facilitated its operation—were
         promised stakes in unexploited oil lands in the Kurdish area, tracts not only that
         had never been developed but also wherein the oil was easily obtainable—thus the Second
         Iraq War can be viewed as a kind of Klondike gold-rush-type affair.
      

      
      Finally, in the last chapter I investigate the geopolitics of the war. As envisioned
         by the projectors, the United States, as a result of Iraq being taken over, would
         gain a military base in the Kurdish north from which it would exercise control over
         the whole of the strategic Persian Gulf region—not indirectly through special relationships
         worked out with the area states as formerly was the case. The Americans would overawe
         the natives through their armed might, a policy hinted at in the infamous 1992 National
         Security Directive.
      

      
      This scheme of exploiting Iraq was monumentally misconceived and mismanaged, and I’ll
         explain just how and why it went awry. Effectively, what the projectors ended up doing
         was to sabotage the Containment System, which had served American interests in the
         Gulf from the time of World War II. Hegemony over the Gulf region, which formerly
         the Americans could claim, now seems to be a vanished prospect.
      

      
      Finally, I’ll be investigating the current crisis over the rise of the Islamic State
         (ISIS). In doing away with the Ba’thists, the Americans set loose a plague that has
         swept the northern Gulf to penetrate the Levant. Islam is a factor is this new situation
         to be sure, but it’s not the whole story. Basically, what we are witnessing is a revival
         of old, long-disused smuggling routes interdicted by the Ba’thists under Saddam. Now
         that the Ba’th is no more, tribal elements in the extreme western portion of Iraq
         and eastern Syria have commenced warring for control of these lucrative gangways,
         as one might describe them, a crisis the nature of which the Obama administration
         seems not to appreciate and hence has shown itself unable to resolve.
      

      
       

      
      Before I get into the main body of the study, I want to discuss briefly what went
         on in the Kurdish region of Iraq at the tail end of the Iran-Iraq War. Something happened
         in an obscure Kurdish community of Halabjah that, although not much was made of it
         at the time, has subsequently assumed enormous significance. Halabjah is what propelled
         the United States on what now can be seen as a ruinous course of endless war.
      

      
      Notes

      
      
         
            1. “U.S. Charges Iraq Used Gas on Kurds,” Washington Post, September 9, 1988.
               

            

         

         
            2. These claims are contained in a U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, Chemical Weapons Use in Kurdistan: Iraq’s Final Offensive, staff report (Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, September 21, 1988). On
                  page 2 we find the following: “Iraq’s policy in Kurdistan does appear to have many
                  of the characteristics of genocide, as described by the Geneva Convention.”
               

            

         

         
            3. See “Kurdish Refugees Showed No Signs of Gassing,” New York Times, September 10, 1988; “Fleeing Kurds Tell of Poison Gas and Lives Lost,” New York Times, September 4, 1988; “Kurds’ Symptoms: Gas or Poor Diet?” New York Times, September 12, 1988; and “Gas or Not, Kurds Were Traumatized,” New York Times, September 15, 1988. Turkish doctors on the scene, asked by reporters to confirm
                  that Kurds had been subject to chemical attack, said they had not seen any gassing
                  victims. The UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) supported this view, as did the
                  Red Cross, the Red Crescent Society, and Medicines du Monde, all of which had doctors
                  in the area. The Iraqi foreign minister Tariq Aziz, alluding to the Western television
                  coverage of the refugees, said “Where are the [signs] of the chemical weapons?” “Iraqi
                  Official Says Kurds Fleeing Army Operation,” New York Times, September 9, 1988.
               

            

         

         
            4. See Iraqi Power and U.S. Security in the Middle East (Carlisle Barracks, PA: Strategic Studies Institute [SSI], U.S. Army War College,
                  1990). I directed this study. As to the affects, gas is airborne; consequently, it’s
                  easily countered: one has simply to remove oneself from the scene. Further, gas has
                  a tendency to settle in low-lying areas, and thus in an area like northern Iraq, which
                  is all high mountains and valleys, the effect can’t be controlled. And finally, it
                  dissipates in the rain. To have killed as many people as the Senate staffers alleged,
                  one would have had to clap a bell jar over the whole of northern Iraq and pumped the
                  gas in. The Iraqi Power report was ordered by the Pentagon, with SSI being charged specifically to look into
                  the matter of when and under what conditions the Iraqis would use gas: would they
                  use it prodigally? Our answer, the result of our research, was no; they would only
                  use it in extremis. Thus, the Senate staffers’ report directly conflicted with our
                  conclusion.
               

            

         

         
            5. See George Black and Middle East Watch, a division of Human Rights Watch, Genocide in Iraq: The Anfal Campaign against the Kurds (New York: Human Rights Watch, 1993).
               

            

         

         
            6. At the time I joined the agency (in 1982), I was one of the few people, in intelligence
                  (or in academe) who had any firsthand experience with the Kurds. I and my wife visited
                  the Iraqi Kurdish area in 1964 as a reporter-photographer team for the Milwaukee Journal. I subsequently wrote a series of articles on the experience for the journal (“Rendezvous
                  with Rebels”) and later produced a scholarly work, The Kurds: An Unstable Element in the Gulf. I remained with the agency until 1988, the whole time as an Iraq analyst, which
                  is significant inasmuch as this gave me access to all the traffic—open source and
                  classified—on the Iran-Iraq War up till its very end. I left the CIA to accept an
                  appointment as a senior research professor on the Middle East at the U.S. Army War
                  College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. I remained with the college until 2000 and while
                  there produced numerous monographs on Iraq and the Kurds. While at Carlisle I revisited
                  Iraq (in 1990). I’ve been in Iraq on three occasions, the first time in the 1960s
                  for the Milwaukee Journal, and the second in 1985, under special arrangement worked out with the Iraqi government
                  by the CIA (the United States and Iraq did not reestablish diplomatic relations until
                  1986). Finally, I was there in 1990. My wife and I studied Kurdish on a summer program
                  at Portland State University in Oregon while I was getting my PhD in political science
                  at the University of California, Berkeley.
               

            

         

         
            7. Both the CIA and the Pentagon operate on a so-called need-to-know basis, meaning that
                  classified information is “compartmented.” It’s therefore possible that reports of
                  the gassing could have been withheld from me. But I don’t think that’s likely to have
                  happened.
               

            

         

         
            8. This is the essence of the so-called Kurdish Question, that the Kurds being a significant
                  minority in the Middle East, population wise, deserve their own state. Off and on
                  the question has been debated since the end of World War I.
               

            

         

         
            9. There’s no substantial evidence that the oil companies, by their subventions, kept
                  the revolt going. But it’s significant that over the whole course of Barzani’s revolt—and
                  it went on for decades—the pipeline carrying oil from the great Kirkuk field to market
                  never once was sabotaged. It would seem natural that, in a legitimate revolt of national
                  liberation, the line would have been repeatedly targeted, if for no other reason than
                  to draw attention to the struggle. We know, as I’ll show in this study, that the Shah
                  of Iran funneled weapons and supplies to Barzani. The Shah was no friend of the Kurds;
                  on two separate occasions he was instrumental in aborting uprisings by Iran’s native
                  Kurdish community—once in Iran and once in Iraq. Additionally, when the Shah was overthrown,
                  Khomeini used the Barzanis to crush a revolt of Iranian Kurds. It’s also possible—and
                  this is a assumption that should be considered—that the republican regimes were paying
                  Barzani to leave the oil line alone. See my book The Kurds: An Unstable Element in the Gulf (Boulder, CO: Westview, 1984).
               

            

         

         
            10. See my article in the New York Times, “Halabjah: A War Crime or an Act of War?” January 31, 2003.
               

            

         

      

   
      Chapter 1

      Background of Events

      
         
         
      

      
      On March 16, 1988, the period that equates roughly with the penultimate phase of the
         Iran-Iraq War, Iranian Revolutionary Guards (so-called Pasdaran), seeking to execute
         a deep penetration raid into northern Iraq, overwhelmed the Iraqi garrison in the
         predominantly Kurdish border town of Halabjah.[1]   The guards were assisted by rebel Kurds. The rebels, members of an organization
         called the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK), infiltrated the guards into Halabjah
         by night and then, when dawn broke, the combined force burst from its hiding place
         to take the town by storm. Sometime, during the course of the seesaw battle to lay
         claim to Halabjah, gas was used and a number of Kurdish civilians were asphyxiated.[2]  
      

      
      Because officials of the U.S. government could not gain access to the stricken community
         (which ended up in the hands of the Iranians), analysts at the U.S. Defense Intelligence
         Agency (DIA) had recourse to speculation as to how the gas was administered and by
         whom. The analysts hit on the expedient of poring over photographs of victims of the
         attack—photos that were released to the news media by the Iranians—and from this they
         concluded that it was the Iranians who were at fault.[3]   The clue was the condition of the corpses: all of the victims depicted in the photos
         were blue in their extremities, a feature of cyanide poisoning.[4]   The Iraqis didn’t have cyanide-based gas; the Iranians did.[5]   Ipso facto, it was the Iranians who perpetrated the atrocity. This judgment was
         subsequently endorsed by the U.S. State Department, which gave it out as the U.S.
         government’s official position.
      

      
      This is a bare-bones description of what we know about what went on that fateful day
         in March 1988. There are, however, a number of complications. As, for example, it
         was alleged much later, in a story leaked to the Washington Post, that not just the Iranians but the Iraqis too had used gas during the course of
         the battle. This story, which as I say was leaked anonymously, didn’t stipulate how
         this was known (the fact of the Iraqis being complicit). That is one complication.[6]  
      

      
      Another is that assuming the finding about the Iranians being the ones who used the
         gas is correct, when would they have done so? If they entered the town by stealth
         during the night and then erupted in the morning to catch the Iraqi garrison unawares,
         would they have used it then? Had they, they’d have put their operation at risk (you
         can’t function militarily if you’re swimming in a chemical bath). On the other hand,
         if they used it when the Iraqis staged their counterattack, why were there no dead
         Iraqi soldiers in evidence? The Iranians allowed foreign journalists to come into
         the town to view the corpses of the dead Kurds; there weren’t any Iraqi military in
         evidence.[7]  
      

      
      This brings up another point, that of the casualties—how many Kurdish civilians actually
         died as a result of the gassing? The figure that is widely accepted today is five
         thousand, but that’s hardly likely. As I noted above, you can’t kill a lot of people
         using gas.[8]   If the attack took place as described, it only lasted a relatively short time.
         At most, under the circumstances you might kill a few score (which interestingly is
         all the victims the journalists let into the town reported seeing).[9]  
      

      
      Those who believe the Iraqis were solely responsible have their version of events,
         and it also presents difficulties. For example, they would have us believe the Iranians
         and the PUK cadres after seizing the town withdrew from it, and the Iraqis then bombarded
         it with gas from the air, out of pure malevolence, knowing there were no Iranians
         (or PUK cadres) in the city—just Kurdish civilians.[10]   This doesn’t make any sense, at all. Why would the Iranians after seizing the town
         withdraw from it? Also, we know that the Iranians ended up in possession; how did
         they get the city back from the Iraqis, who presumably after they had used gas would
         have followed up by reoccupying the place?[11]  
      

      
      In the end, it comes down to this: except for the few facts that I’ve given here (that
         is, reports that circulated immediately after the incident occurred), we know next
         to nothing about this affair. A plethora of additional details have been supplied
         subsequently, but this new material has to be treated circumspectly. Very little of
         what has been brought out
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