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			Book Presentation: On the Hunt by Colonel David Hunt

			Book Abstract

			In On the Hunt, Colonel Hunt explains how our military and political leaders botched the war in Iraq and the war against terror. Instead of displaying forceful leadership, taking decisive action and risks, America’s leaders have wasted our post-9/11 political fortunes with half-measures and timidity. Hunt asserts that our leaders are more concerned with their reputations and political careers than with solving the terrorist threats that still plague our country’s security. He urges more aggressive action in Iraq, against terrorists internationally, and against terrorism’s sponsors like Syria and Iran. Within America, we need to fix the security holes that our government’s lack of leadership has left gaping: securing our borders, protecting our infrastructure, and improving our domestic emergency response that functioned so poorly in response to Katrina.

			About the Author

			Colonel David Hunt, U. S. Army (ret.), is a military analyst for Fox News. He has 29 years of military experience, including extensive operations experience in counterterrorism, special operations, and intelligence. He was formerly a senior research fellow at Harvard’s John F. Kennedy School of Government and he is also the author of They Just Don’t Get It.

		

	
		
			Summary of On the Hunt 

			Losing the War on Terror

			The War on Terror is a different kind of war – it is for our very survival as a nation. And it is not going well. “It’s not just Iraq. We’ve got huge problems in Afghanistan. The rest of the Middle East is screwed up. We’ve badly mishandled Iran and North Korea.”

			Over 3,000 U.S. servicemen have died in this war on terror, but we are still plagued by insurgency in Iraq and we still witness terrorists operating throughout the world. Our leaders have failed us and have dashed America’s security and reputation in the world by acting timidly. “Fighting a war against wild-eyed nut jobs who live in caves and fly planes into buildings is hard enough without the kind of idiocy we have seen from our elected and appointed leaders.” Our leaders care more about opinion polls and getting reelected than they do about our country’s safety. We must not forget what happened to America on the morning of 9/11 and we must unify our political will and our military might to hunt down terrorists wherever they are and kill them.

			We severely mishandled Afghanistan. We started off right – we went in with plenty of forces and firepower, and we bought off Afghanistan’s Northern Alliance to help us take the country. But we should have pursued Osama bin Laden and his terrorists into the mountains and caves of Afghanistan and killed them, instead of pulling back from the chase and letting them get away out of cowardly concern over public opinion regarding potential casualties. This was General Tommy Franks’ decision, to not send the requested 900 Rangers to block the escape routes through Tora Bora. “This was [his] chance to take a risk and [he] blew it, and because [he] blew it, the head of al-Qaeda got away.”

			After we took Afghanistan, we should have followed up with sacks of money and the advisors and manpower to build schools, hospitals, and infrastructure to win the hearts and minds of the country’s citizens and to get the country functioning again. Instead, the Taliban has enjoyed a resurgence while we struggle on.

			The War on Terror was never supposed to be a continued front line war in Afghanistan or in Iraq, but a war “fought mostly in the shadows” with “spies, intelligence, and Special Forces that operated behind the scenes.”

			Mishandling Iraq

			Invading Iraq was a political move, all about spin. We went there to find the WMD and because Bush said that Iraq was the place where terrorists had made their stand. Instead, we were mislead by incompetent people and bad intelligence, and Iraq has actually distracted us from the real war on terror.

			Though it is a good thing that Saddam is out of power, we squandered our opportunity in Iraq. Initially taking Iraq, we took down Saddam and took the country with fewer than 160 casualties. But we should have done the job right when we first took Baghdad and let our troops take the actions they needed to neutralize threats and protect themselves – like shooting all of the looters to send a message.

			The U.S. blew it, with no plans on how to keep the peace, and Rumsfeld and his cronies repeatedly denying the requests of military planners for increased troop levels after the invasion.

			We need our administration to face the facts and represent them squarely, not to deny that there is civil war in Iraq when our troops are getting killed and not to say “that roadside bombings in Iraq are down when they’ve actually doubled.” We need to make plans to get out of Iraq in six months, accepting the political realities and letting the country divide into Shia, Sunni, and Kurdish thirds, then leaving a base in each area to help maintain a stable and secure Iraq. We need to leave Iraq stronger than it was and beg Middle Eastern countries to stand up and support the political efforts there. And we need to give our troops a raise, and our thanks, for fighting the grueling struggle there that our leaders led us into.

			Getting the War on Terror Right

			Our troubles in Afghanistan and Iraq have left us less capable to respond to terrorist threats internationally. We have been far too lenient with the state sponsors of terrorism – Iran, Lebanon, Syria, Pakistan, and the rest. Any country who harbors terrorists, feeds and aides them, should be considered a terrorist threat as well. We need to respond to these countries differently and be willing to coerce, or to buy, their leaders and cooperation as necessary. “We make deals and do things that will not be well received by other countries or the American people. We get our hands dirty, because that is what it takes to win this kind of war.”

			These Guys are Serious

			The London train bombings occurred on July 7, 2005, injuring 700 people and killing 58 – all while the world’s eight top leaders were meeting at the G8 summit less than 500 miles away. This attack, the most serious since 9/11, exemplifies the kinds of terrorist threats we still face. For 18 months before the G8 summit, “the national intelligence services of the eight biggest, richest, smartest, and most technologically savvy countries” prepared intelligence and protection for Glasgow and areas surrounding it, including London. They completely missed this terrorist plot. And two weeks later, more terrorist attacks occurred in London and suicide bombs killed 83 at a resort in Egypt. This collection of attacks sent shudders throughout the world once again.

			The scope and capacity of terrorists spans the globe and their capabilities and intents extend to America. “The bad guys are still there and are still plotting – still coming up with ingenious ways to kill us.”

			What is new about the terrorist threat since 9/11 is that terrorists are now using citizens of civilized countries to plan and carry out attacks – the suicide bombers who attacked Britain’s trains were British citizens. Terrorist cells are expanding and taking advantage of the freedoms in countries like the U.S. and Britain that allow them to operate. Terrorists use the freedoms they have been granted to attack the countries that have fed, clothed, housed, educated, and employed them. Experts say that the next terrorist attack is a question of when, not if. A Senate foreign relations committee study predicts there is a 50% chance that “a biological, chemical, or radiological attack will strike somewhere in the world in the next five years” and a 70% chance of an attack in the next 10 years.

			The terrorist threat we face is Islamo-fascism. While Islam, the faith of 20% of the world, is a noble religion, “Islamo-fascism is the lethal and violent emanation of a convoluted form of that same religion.” Millions of Muslims are disposed against the U.S. and the most virulent and extreme among them drown out more moderate voices of tolerance and attract others with their violence and hatred. We must reach out to this Muslim world to win the hearts and minds of the moderates and to improve their economic opportunities and provide aid like food, money, medicine, and infrastructure.

			“We need to export the good things America has and represents. …We need to give them a reason to work with us and against the Islamo-fascists.” They have declared a religious war on us and we must recognize that a holy war is what we face. “Just because the terrorists are religious nut jobs doesn’t mean they are incompetent in the art of war.” They use suicide bombers, IEDs, kidnapping, snipers – any and all available means at their disposal to target Americans and others they oppose.

			The Threats We Face

			Terrorist threats exploit vulnerabilities abroad and at home. One of the greatest threats lies in the possibility of terrorists using a radiological weapon or dirty bomb. These could easily come from former Soviet bloc countries, which have unsecured uranium, plutonium, and other radioactive sources. Their security is loose, the Russians have virtually no control over their own nuclear weapons, and corruption is rife.

			There is also evidence that terrorists are targeting nuclear facilities in the U.S. When U.S. forces invaded Afghanistan, they found in Al Qaeda’s possession the plans for U.S. nuclear plants. An attack on a nuclear power plant could spark a meltdown, causing radioactive contamination and illnesses like cancer that would have effects for years. And security over U.S. nuclear facilities has clearly been shown to be lacking, even in the last years of heightened alerts and scrutiny.

			The U.S. has far too many weak areas vulnerable to attack. Our railways are virtually unprotected; today we have only 1,300 railroad police officers nationwide tasked with protecting the system and the tracks and yards throughout the country are completely accessible, unfenced, and vulnerable. Even a relatively simple, but coordinated terrorist attack in a major city at rush-hour could hurt hundreds and disrupt traffic and transportation networks for thousands. Our nation’s drinking water supplies are also incredibly vulnerable to physical disruption, bioterrorism, and chemical terrorist attacks. Our country recently experienced the opportunity to practice our preparedness to handle a massive disaster and we failed miserably in a time of great emergency. The event? Hurricane Katrina.

			“The federal agencies who were in charge during Katrina – Homeland Security and FEMA – are the same agencies who will be responsible if we are attacked again. How we handled this natural disaster – one for which we had ample warning – does not bode well for us. Not at all.” The communication problems and the lack of coordination among federal, state, and local agencies that plagued the Katrina response will be magnified with a surprise terrorist attack.

			What You Don’t Know About Our Borders

			Our open borders are another huge security hole. “If we are serious about protecting our country, and ourselves, we need to know who and what is entering, wandering around, and exiting our country. Right now, more than five years after 9/11, we have almost no clue about any of this.” The most recent count showed between 11 million and 20 million illegal immigrants residing in America and between 1 million and 3 million entering each year – an increase since 9/11. Even illegal immigrants from countries of “special interest” – that is, countries linked with terrorism – have increased (190,000 immigrants from those countries in 2004).

			In order to protect ourselves from the bad guys who want to enter our country to commit acts of terrorism, we have to be aware of and control all those who enter, for whatever reason. Both of our borders pose grave risks. Our Canadian border is twice as long as that with Mexico and Canada’s soft
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