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 The
Question

 


My dear friend, Patriarch Jose Pana Zulueta,
taught me a valuable lesson about the simplicity and the depth of
the plan of redemption by asking me to answer a simple yet profound
question during Sunday School, 28 June 2015. The question was: If
Christ had not suffered for our sins, what would be our message
today?

 


While at first glance it seems an easy
question to answer, it caused me to ponder and search the
scriptures for not only an obvious answer but an explanation of
why. I like to understand the why of things. More importantly, I
pray that my searching of the scriptures will strengthen my
personal relationship with my Heavenly Father and with my
Savior.

 


As with most questions having a profundity
of dimensions, the search for answers also leads one to ask further
questions.

 


Imagine Jesus Christ in the Garden of
Gethsemane. (Mosiah
3:7; Matthew
26:39; Mark
14:36; Joseph
Smith Translation Mark 14:36-38; Luke
22:42-44) When Jesus asked his Father, if it were
possible, to let the cup pass from him, what would have happened
if, in that moment, the Father had plucked his anguishing Son out
of his sufferings, rescued him from his agony, and decided it was
too much to bear?

 


What would have happened if, while on the
Cross, at the moment when Heavenly Father had to withdraw his
presence (Matthew
27:46; Mark
15:34), Christ had given in to temptation and
desperation (Matthew
27:38-44; Mark
15:27-33; Luke
23:35-39), leapt off the cross, healed himself, and
refused to die? Could he have continued to live as a mortal
indefinitely? Could he have ever regained the presence of his
Father?

 


What would become of us? What would be our
message?

 



 The Short
Answer

 


If Jesus Christ had not suffered for our
sins, our message, if we would have any message at all, would be
one of doom and lamentation, one in which we might bewail yet
another eternal betrayal. We had already been betrayed by Lucifer.
Compound that with a betrayal by the very person in whom we had
placed all our hope, and on whom we had counted to be our
Savior.

 


Any message of redemption would be a lie. We
would receive as our head the father of all lies, even Lucifer. The
only true messages would be messages of eternal damnation and utter
hopelessness, which would make our existence forever miserable,
dark, and terrifying.

 


There could be no truthful message of hope
or redemption, because we would be left to suffer the full weight
of our own sins and the wrath of God, and be consigned to outer
darkness as disembodied spirits forever.

 



 No Glory

 


Why? Because, if Christ had not suffered for
us, there would be no atonement, and without the atonement,
repentance would be impossible. (Alma
42:11-15) Without repentance, we would remain
impenitent, forever subject to the chains of hell and the grip of
Lucifer's power. Even the desire to repent, if such a desire were
possible without the atonement, could not be counted as repentance,
and would remain unanswered and unfulfilled forever. (2 Nephi
9:8-9; Mosiah
16:3-7; 
Doctrine and Covenants 76:31-39)

 


What happens to those who remain
unrepentant? They cannot be counted as good, nor can they be
counted as valiant in the testimony of Jesus. In other words, they
cannot become qualified for either a Terrestrial or a Celestial
degree of glory. (Doctrine
and Covenants 76:75-79; 
88:22-23; Alma
11:40)

 


Could we inherit a Telestial glory if Christ
had not completed his atonement? I think not. The Telestial Kingdom
is for those who do not repent but are not sons of perdition. To
obtain a Telestial estate for eternity, one must literally pass
through hell. (Doctrine
and Covenants 76:98-107; 88:6;
122:8)

 


Perhaps that is worth further pondering.
Heirs of Terrestrial and Celestial glories are spared from passing
through hell. Heirs of Telestial glory must spend some span of time
in hell first. The only way to be redeemed out of hell and into a
Telestial estate is through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
(Doctrine
and Covenants 76:44; 
76:81-86)

 


For those who merit spending time in hell, a
Telestial resurrection is the best they can ever
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