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Prologue

For some it is the sight of death and carnage
that draws a person to crime scenes. And others prefer to visit
famous crime scenes from the past. The morbid curiosity of the
human race is a force that is so strong that even scientists cannot
explain it. But what causes the dead to return to the scene of
their demise? Some believe that they are searching for something
while others claim that these spirits do not know that they are
dead. No matter what causes the dead to return to their crime
scenes it is a known fact that most crime scenes today have some
kind of residual hauntings. We will look at some of the more famous
crime scenes and explore the reports of hauntings and unexplainable
events that each one holds.

















Property Crimes

Recently a pair of restaurant owners seeking
a larger space for their business reneged on a contract to rent
some property in Orlando, Florida, at Church Street Station
because, they claimed, the building is haunted. It posed a real
problem for the landowner, strange as it sounded, and ended up in
the news.
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Church Street Station

It's a fact that several states have laws
that allow potential buyers to back out for such reasons. Sellers
or renters have a duty to disclose physical defects, but there's
also such a thing as an "emotional defect," which may label a place
a "stigmatized property." In other words, if the property has been
"impacted" by a traumatic event, such as a murder or suicide, even
if the event caused no physical destruction, it might have other
negative repercussions. In Reed v. King, a California court allowed
a purchaser to rescind a contract on a home when she discovered
that a woman and her four children were murdered there.

A few years later in 1991, a New York
appellate court allowed a buyer to do the same when he learned that
the house was reputed to be possessed by poltergeists. (One of the
parties in the dispute even had psychics and ghost hunters come in
to affirm it.) The decision was written in Stambovsky v. Ackley, in
effect, saying: "While I agree with the Supreme Court that the real
estate broker, as agent for the seller, is under no duty to
disclose to a potential buyer the phantasmal reputation of the
premises and that, in his pursuit of a legal remedy for fraudulent
misrepresentation against the seller, plaintiff hasn't a ghost of a
chance, I am nevertheless moved by the spirit of equity to allow
the buyer to seek rescission of the contract of sale and recovery
of his down payment."

The potential Florida location in question is
at Church Street Station, according to the New York Times.
The area was originally a train depot that had become derelict and
was taken over, renovated, and transformed into a premiere shopping
and entertainment complex. Allegedly, the ghosts of murder children
haunt the place. As the legend states, they were born to
prostitutes over a century ago and were killed on the property.
Still, what tourists may believe and what's practical for
landowners are quite different issues.

The building's landlord filed a lawsuit
against Christopher and Yoko Chung, the parties who'd reneged on
the contract after extensive renovations had been done. The
landlord even offered to have an exorcism performed, but apparently
that was not enough. The Chungs' attorney claimed that they'd said
they'd heard construction workers performing renovations report
that they'd seen the ghosts. It was their contention that the
landlord had not disclosed this, and the Chungs had religious
beliefs that forbid them from having any association with spirits
of the dead. The case is currently in litigation, and Florida may
be pressed, as New York and California were, to make a ruling about
ghost disclosure.

Besides the sightings of apparitions in that
building, people have reportedly heard a piano playing. A ghost
tour actually starts at that location to tell stories about the
hauntings.

As Leslie Rule says in Ghosts Among
Us, "Murder seems to be the ultimate ghost maker." Let's have a
look at some tales from around the country about both victims and
murderers who seem still to be hanging around.







Capone's Ghost Returned?
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Eastern State Penitentiary, aerial view

Eastern State Penitentiary is an imposing
structure in the northwestern area of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
It no longer operates as a prison and has not since the 1970s. But
while the prisoners were moved out, a few apparently remained... or
returned.

Jason Hawes and Grant Wilson, the leading
members of the Atlantic Paranormal Society (T.A.P.S.) were invited
with their team in 2004 to investigate this historic building.
Their group has earned renown on a series on the Sci Fi network
called Ghost Hunters. Grant and Wilson are plumbers by day
and ghost hunters by night, and have developed impressive high-tech
capabilities for detecting the presence of anomalous energy forces
in places like this. Sometimes they affirm an apparent haunting and
sometimes they debunk it.

Eastern State had been envisioned in the
1780s and built by the Quakers, who were influential in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania during that time. They sought to make
prisons places of spiritual contemplation, so each man was to be
isolated in his own cell. The prison was built in ten years and
opened for business in 1829. From a central hub the Rotunda — seven
thick-walled cement cellblocks radiated out like spokes from a
wheel.

Each prisoner had a toilet, running water and
a skylight dubbed the "Eye of God," and they were allowed contact
with only a guard or minister. Supposedly, with nothing else to do
but contemplate his crime, a prisoner would learn to so hate it
that he'd never again be adversely tempted at least not for that.
But there were other "inducements" as well. An inmate might be
confined to straitjackets, entombed in trenches, or belted into the
"mad chair," a device for uncontrollable psychotic patients.
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Al Capone

The most notorious inmate in its history was
gangster Al Capone, sentenced to a year for carrying concealed
weapons. He furnished his cell with a rug, antique desk, radio, and
easy chair to make his stay more comfortable. Though he was able to
conduct business via the warden, isolation apparently affected him,
for he complained of a ghostly visitor: a man who'd been
slaughtered in the St. Valentine's Day Massacre in 1929. On that
day in Chicago, seven men awaited a bogus shipment of liquor, but
instead ate lead when members of Capone's gang arrived to
annihilate them with Tommy guns.

One of these victims, James Clark, had been
Bugs Moran's brother-in-law, and since the other inmates could hear
Capone at night screaming for "Jimmy" to leave him alone, they
suspected that's who was "visiting."







Ghost Hunting in

Cell Block 12
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James Clark

There have been many other alleged
manifestations in the Eastern State Penitentiary. In 1956, Death
Row was added, bringing in some rather violent inmates. In other
areas, some of the inmates went insane and many died from abuse,
old age, illness, and inmate violence.

The place now sits abandoned and crumbling, a
National Historic Landmark, open for tours, art exhibits, and an
annual Halloween extravaganza. Many staff members have reported
eerie sensations, footsteps in cells or corridors, and glimpses of
fleeting things in the shape of humans. A phantom figure is often
spotted in the medieval guard tower as well.

So T.A.P.S. went there to set up high-tech
equipment, with an eye on cellblocks four and 12, both of which had
the most reported activity. They deposited voice recorders in
several places and walked around with thermal-imaging cameras and
electromagnetic field meters. Both devices reveal the presence of
energy that's different in quality from the normal reading of a
room.
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Cell 17 handprint

At one point, two members thought they saw a
black shadow, so they turned and ran, but they were quickly
chastised. Still, when all the recorded data were reviewed, the
T.A.P.S. team did get something in cellblock 12 that intrigued
them. That's where several people had reported seeing a dark
entity, either standing or darting around. And on their recording,
at the far edge of where the camera was focused, it looked as if
someone wearing a dark cloak and long, light-colored trousers had
stepped into the area, then quickly pivoted and vanished into the
darkness. Above the leg and cloak bottom, the shape was human-like
and darker than the surrounding air. Jason ran the image several
times but could not determine what it was. He sent it to a
professional lab, but that failed to offer a clearer picture. The
entire team returned to the former prison and had one of the
members donned a coat and walk around in the corridor to try to
recreate the image. But they failed to get anything like what
they'd captured. In addition, they felt a heaviness in the place at
3:30 A.M., the time when, worldwide, people most often report
paranormal activity.

Truly, it was a unique experience, and they'd
captured a glimpse of a figure that clearly was not one of their
members. Thus, their report to the penitentiary staff was that they
believed there was reason to say that the grim, imposing building
was indeed haunted.

Speaking of the potential for lots of
activity, among the strangest stories is the house that Winchester
built.












Ford’s Theater
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Abraham Lincoln

The assassination of Abraham Lincoln in 1865 was the
first of four United States presidents that have been assassinated.
Following Lincoln's assassination there have since been thirteen
attempted assassinations on presidents. In July of 1865 the CIA was
commissioned as the personal security of the United States
president. Ironically, the legislation for the CIA was on the
president's desk the night he died.

Back in the 1860's security for the president was at
a minimal. This simple fact was also well known to an actor by the
name of John Wilkes Booth. Late in the summer of 1864 Booth planned
to kidnap the president and hold him hostage in Richmond VA for the
exchange of Confederate prisoners of war.

Booth hated Lincoln. He blamed Lincoln for all of the
troubles in the south, and wanted revenge. Soon in 1865 Booth
organized a group of conspirators, and began meeting at Mary
Surratt's boarding house. A plan was devised to capture Lincoln at
a play in a hospital, but the president decided to remain at the
capitol.

Two days later Lincoln spoke at the White House to a
crowd that gathered, and Booth was there. Lincoln spoke about
granting voting rights to certain blacks, and this infuriated
Booth. Now the plans seemed to be changed to assassination
instead.

Being an actor Booth dropped by Fords Theatre and
found out that the president and General Grant were planning on
attending the presentation of "Our American Cousin." Now everything
seemed to be falling in place. A final meeting was held with the
conspirators and plans were made to kill Andrew Johnson, and also
William Sewerd. All attacks were supposed to take place at exactly
10:15 pm.

Lincoln arrived at 8:30 pm, and Booth arrived about
9:30 pm with a "single shot Derringer, and a hunting knife." Booth
then went next door to a saloon and had a drink. After the drink he
entered the Fords theatre again at 10:07 pm and slowly made his way
to the "state box" which the Lincoln's occupied.
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John Parker of the "Metropolitan Police Force" had
left his post just at the wrong time. At around 10:15 pm, Booth
entered the state box, shot Lincoln in the head at point blank
range, and began to struggle with Henry Rathbone who was Lincoln's
bodyguard. Booth then stabbed Rathbone and jumped off of the 11
foot balcony into history.

Lincoln passed away at 7:22 AM April 15th 1865,
across the street from the Ford Theatre. John Wilkes Booth was
later shot by federal authorities on April 26th near Port Royal,
Virginia.

Ghosts

According to a few witnesses, the haunting imprint of
Lincoln's assassination occasionally repeats itself: footsteps are
heard rushing toward the box where Lincoln sat with his wife,
followed by a gunshot and screams. One report even attests to the
apparition of Mary Todd Lincoln at the railing of the box and
pointing at the stage where Booth made his escape and crying out,
"He has killed the president!" Other voices crying "Murder!" have
also been heard.

An icy presence reported on a specific part of the
stage by various actors blame the ghost of Booth for the
phenomenon. His spirit has also been seen hurrying across the
stage, re-enacting his getaway from the scene of the crime.

Although Lincoln's ghost has more famously been seen
several times in The White House, there have been sightings of his
spirit in this historic theater as well.






Appeasing the Spirits

During the nineteenth century, when Sarah
Winchester grew paranoid about the people who had been killed by
her father-in-law's invention, an effective repeating rifle, she
engaged in something quite radical. Rosemary Ellen Guiley offers
the tale in her Encyclopedia of Ghosts and Spirits.

In 1862, Sarah married William Wirt
Winchester, heir to the fortune his father, Oliver, had amassed.
They had a daughter together, but their happiness would be
curtailed. Both William and the child died from illness, and
thereafter Sarah became reclusive and rather eccentric. Since she
now managed some $20 million and had come into ownership of nearly
half of the company, she knew the rarified world of wealthy people
who, short of breaking the law, can do whatever they please.

Attempting to communicate with her deceased
loved ones, Sarah turned to Spiritualism. Given her resources, she
was able to invite mediums of some renown to conduct séances in her
home. One of them, Adam Coons, told Sarah that he could "see" and
"hear" William, who then instructed Sarah that the family was
cursed and she was to make amends with the victims of the
Winchester rifle. Otherwise the curse would claim her as well.







The House with 160 Rooms

The first order of business was to move from
the East to the West Coast, and that took her, by William's alleged
guidance, to an eight-room house on 162 acres in the Santa Clara
Valley. But it didn't end there. Once the house was in her hands,
she hired contractors and builders to start working on additions,
one after another. This remodeling lasted 38 years and employed
more than 20 full-time carpenters. At times they build entirely new
rooms, hallways, and staircases; at other times, they demolished
their work and started over.
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William Wirt Winchester House

There was no rhyme or reason to the
architecture; the place, which eventually spread over six acres,
was more akin to outright chaos. There were secret passages, stairs
and doorways that went nowhere, and rooms built with strange
angles. Many rooms had 13 windows with 13 panes of glass or 13
lights. By the time Sarah died in 1922 at the age of 83, the
massive four-story building (three stories had collapsed in the
1906 earthquake) contained 160 rooms, several towers and cupolas,
numerous chimneys, three elevators, over 2,000 doors, more than
1,000 windows, two ballrooms, dozens of corridors, several upside
down newel posts, and 40 separate staircases (one of them with
stairs only two inches high). In other words, it was a maze
designed to confuse those spirits that might try to harm her. She
also ordered a number of rooms to remain unfinished in order not to
anger those who wanted her to keep building. Avoiding supernatural
wrath was also the reason she avoided installing mirrors

In addition, she had the carpenters work on
two areas specifically for the ghosts. Both were windowless rooms
and one, the Blue Room, was a secret chamber. In here, at
midnight every night, Sarah sat in special ceremonial robes to
engage in some activity that remains unknown. She would ring a bell
to let the spirits know she was there, and occasionally she would
set out elaborate dinners for a dozen at a time.
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Sarah Winchester

In her will, she asked her heirs to continue
to maintain the house as a haven for spirits, but they sold it
instead, and today it's a museum that hosts tours, including
special Halloween treats. However, the tour is limited and
many of the rooms are closed off.

Not surprisingly, psychics have been drawn to
the building and some report that it's definitely haunted. A few
have claimed to see Sarah Winchester herself. Visitors also hear
the usual accoutrement of haunted places: voices, footsteps,
slamming doors (probably when the door clearly opened to a wall),
and creaking stairs. The estimated final cost of the home was well
over $5 million — a lot for those days.
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