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Introduction
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It’s hard not to love elephants! But how much do you really know about your favorite animal? Don’t worry; you’ll be an elephant expert in no time!

In this book, you will learn over 100 amazing new things about the world’s largest land mammal. Then, test your knowledge in the quiz. 

Are you ready? Let’s go!
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Elephant Species
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Elephants are some of the most majestic and fascinating creatures on Earth! Did you know that there are actually three different types of elephants?
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An African elephant.
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Sadly, all three species of elephants are endangered and face habitat loss and poaching threats. But we can all do our part to help protect these amazing creatures.

Let’s take a closer look at the differences between them.



African Bush Elephant

The African bush elephant (Loxodonta africana) is the giant of the elephant world! They can weigh up to 10 tons and are the biggest land animals on Earth. You’ll recognize them by their huge ears that they use like air conditioning to cool off on hot days.

They live in 37 different sub-Saharan African countries, including Uganda, Tanzania, Kenya, and Zambia. 
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African bush elephants are happy living in a variety of habitats, including forests, grasslands, wetlands, and agricultural land. 

They don’t like being alone. This species is very social, living in small groups or herds of either bulls or cows. 

African bush elephants are wrinklier than African forest elephants, which helps them keep much-needed water close to their skin. And when it comes to tusks, these elephants are the strongmen of the herd, with big, long tusks that are used for heavy lifting.
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The African bush elephant is listed as endangered on the IUCN Red List, meaning it will likely become extinct if things don’t change.



African Forest Elephant

African forest elephants (Loxodonta cyclotis) are a subspecies of the African elephant and are found in the dense rainforests of Central and West Africa. 

They are smaller than their savannah-dwelling cousins and have straighter, downward-pointing tusks that are used for cutting down trees and stripping bark. They have a more reddish color, smaller ears, and a more rounded forehead.
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Unlike the African bush elephant, they are elusive and shy, making them difficult to study and photograph. They live in tight-knit family groups led by matriarchs and spend most of their time deep in the forest, where they play an important role in shaping the forest ecosystem. 
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Unfortunately, African forest elephants are critically endangered, with their population declining by over 60% in the past decade due to habitat loss and poaching for their valuable ivory tusks. Unless we work to save them, they could disappear forever.
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Asian Elephant

The Asian elephant (Elephas maximus), also known as the Indian elephant, is a species of elephant found only in Asia. It is the largest land animal in Asia and is smaller than the African elephant. They are typically gray in color and have smaller ears compared to the African elephant. 

They are also known for having a distinct, multi-fingerlike projection at the tip of their trunk, which is used for grasping and moving objects.

Asian elephants live in a variety of habitats, including rainforests, grasslands, and wetlands, and they are found in 13 countries in Asia, including India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and Malaysia. 
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An Asian elephant.
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They are herbivores and eat a wide variety of plants, including grasses, fruits, and tree bark.

Asian elephants are social animals and live in herds led by a dominant female, known as the matriarch. They have a complex social structure and use a variety of vocalizations, including trumpeting, to communicate with each other.

Asian elephants are considered to be an endangered species, with their population estimated to be around 35,000-50,000 in the wild. Habitat loss, poaching for their ivory tusks, and human-elephant conflict threaten their survival.
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Elephant Facts

[image: ]


Elephants are known for their long lifespan, with the potential to live for over 70 years in the wild. In captivity, elephants may live even longer as they are protected from predators and disease.

• • • 
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When it comes to heartbeats, elephants are the picture of calm and steady. Their pulse rate is around 27 beats per minute. Compare this to a canary’s pulse of 1,000 beats per minute.

• • • 
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Just like humans are left-handed or right-handed, elephants prefer one tusk over the other.
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Elephants are the only mammals that can’t jump. But are you surprised?

• • •
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The skin of an elephant is an inch (2.5 cm) thick.

• • •
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Although elephants have poor eyesight, they have a very good sense of smell.

• • • 
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Elephants make a noise similar to a cat’s purr. These low-frequency sounds can’t be heard by humans, but they can travel long distances through the ground and can be picked up by other elephant’s feet and trunks.

• • • 
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Elephants’ tusks are used for lots of things, including lifting, digging for water, and protecting themselves against attackers.
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An African elephant.
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There are more than 40,000 muscles inside an elephant’s trunk! These muscles give their trunks a lot of strength and flexibility.

• • •
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Elephants are very friendly—they often wrap their trunks around another elephant’s trunk as a way of hugging them.

• • • 
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Have you ever seen an elephant wave its trunk side-to-side and up and down? They do this to improve their sense of smell.

• • •
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Elephants have the longest pregnancies of all animals. From conception, it is 22 months until birth!
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An elephant’s trunk can do lots of cool things. It can sense the size, shape, and temperature of an object. They can also use their trunks to lift up food and suck up water, which they then put in their mouths.

• • • 
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Elephants are excellent swimmers who use their trunks as snorkels to breathe while in the water. This ability allows them to cross rivers, lakes, and other bodies of water with ease, and enables them to reach food sources and escape from predators that cannot swim.
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An African elephant and her calf.
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Despite their size, elephants can be almost silent when they walk, thanks to padding on their feet.

• • •
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In just one day, an elephant can drink 80 gallons (300 litres) of water!

• • • 
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Elephants are very intelligent. They are known to have good memory, problem-solving skills, and the ability to use tools.

• • •
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The elephant is the national animal of Thailand.
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An African elephant.
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An elephant’s trunk can hold up to two gallons (7.5 l) of water.

• • •
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Just one elephant tooth can weigh up to 6.6 lb (3 kg)!

• • • 
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Elephants are the world’s largest land mammal, with adult males growing up to 4 meters (13 ft) in height and weighing between 5,500-6,600 kg (12,000-14,500 lbs).

• • •
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Elephants can smell water from three miles (4.8 km) away!
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An African elephant.
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The average walking speed of an elephant is around 3-4 miles per hour (5-6 km/h). However, African elephants can run up to 25 mp/h (40 km/h) if they need to!

• • • 
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Elephants possess the largest brain of any land animal, and among the largest of all animals. An adult elephant’s brain weighs around 5 kg (11 lb), which is about 2.5 times larger than the brain of a human!

• • •
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Elephants spend 16 hours of each day eating!

• • •
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Elephant calves (baby elephants) often suck their own trunks for comfort, just like humans suck their thumbs.
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An Asian elephant.
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Elephants have large ears that they use for lots of purposes, one of which is to keep themselves cool. When elephants are hot, they flap their ears to create a breeze that cools their blood vessels in the ear, which in turn cools down their entire body. 

• • •
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Elephants’ trunks keep growing their entire lives.

• • •
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Elephants have no natural predators ­— only humans hunt them.

• • • 
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Elephants only sleep two hours a day.

• • •
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Elephants have very sensitive skin — they can even feel when a fly lands on them.

––––––––
[image: ]


[image: image]

African elephants in their natural habitat.
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Adult male elephants are called bulls. Adult female elephants are called cows.

• • •
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Male elephants leave their herd when they are around 12-15 years old.

• • • 
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Elephants are herbivores, meaning they only eat plants. They can eat as much as 300-600 lbs (136-272 kg) of vegetation per day, depending on the type of vegetation available.
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An Asian elephant and her calf.
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Elephants do not have sweat glands.

• • •
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Elephants usually live in tight social groups, called herds, which are led by a matriarch.

• • •
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Elephants can recognize themselves in the mirror — most animals can not.

• • • 
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Elephants can get sunburnt, but they’re smart and look after their skin by pouring sand over themselves.

• • •
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Elephants haven’t always been called that. Before the 14th century, we called them ‘oliphants’.
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An African elephant calf.
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Baby elephants are cared for by their mothers, but also by other females in the herd, which are called aunties.

• • • 
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Elephants replace their teeth six times over a lifetime.

• • •
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Female elephants usually have their first calf when they are between 10 and 20 years old.

• • •
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Elephants play a vital role in the ecosystem by helping to spread seeds and shape the environment through their feeding behaviors. They can knock down trees and trample through dense underbrush, creating pathways for other animals and helping to promote the growth of new vegetation. 
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An African bush elephant.
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An African elephants’ tusks can reach over 10 feet (3 m) in length! However, the length and size of an elephant’s tusk depends on both genetics and diet.

• • • 
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The scientific name for the species of African elephants is Loxodonta.

• • • 
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The scientific name for Asian elephants is Elephas Maximus.

• • • 
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Elephants only live in the wild in Africa and Asia.
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An African elephant keeping its eye on a zebra.
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Elephants weigh between 120 to 165 pounds (54 to 75 kg) when they are born.

• • • 
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Male elephants go through states called ‘musth,’ which are short periods of madness. During musth, a male elephant’s testosterone levels are significantly elevated, which can cause aggression.

• • • 
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It is extremely rare for elephants to have twins; they almost always just have one calf at a time.

• • • 
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Female elephants usually stop
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