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			Preface

			I was sitting one afternoon having a conversation with my son – just the two of us, deep in thought as the sunlight filtered through the window. It started like many of our chats do: casually, moving from one topic to the next. But as we spoke, we found ourselves caught up in a powerful idea, something that struck a chord deep within me. We began talking about the gap that often exists between the theory of Christianity and the practical application of Christianity. It’s a gap we don’t always acknowledge, but one which most believers – if they’re honest – will recognise. That moment resonated with me in an unexpected way. As a physiotherapy lecturer, I’ve spent much of my career helping students bridge the divide between textbook knowledge and real-world clinical application. I’ve seen first-hand how difficult it can be to take theoretical knowledge and apply it with wisdom, consistency, and purpose. The parallel was undeniable: just as students of physiotherapy must learn to apply what they know in a practical and transformative way, so too must Christians learn to live out their faith in more than theory – in real life, in real time, with real purpose.

			The more we talked, the deeper we went. Our conversation began to explore the idea of kingdom building – a term that many Christians have heard but perhaps haven’t stopped to truly define for themselves. More specifically, we found ourselves considering the contrast between incidental kingdom building and intentional kingdom building. The Holy Spirit stirred something in me in that moment. I knew we had touched on something meaningful, something essential. I could feel the weight of the question: Are we building the Kingdom of God by accident, or are we building it on purpose? Let me pause for a moment to explain what I mean by Incidental Kingdom Building vs Intentional Kingdom Building. Incidental kingdom building happens when our lives happen to reflect God’s values, but not because we have consciously chosen to build His kingdom. It’s when someone benefits spiritually from being around us – perhaps because we’re kind, generous, or loving – but we haven’t set out with the explicit goal of pointing them towards Christ. It’s when we pray because something bad happened, when we serve because we were asked, when we give because we were prompted. It’s not wrong – it’s good – but it’s reactive, not proactive. It happens by chance, rather than by design.

			

			Intentional kingdom building, on the other hand, is proactive. It’s a deliberate, daily choice to seek God’s will and build His kingdom in every area of our lives. It’s when we wake up and ask, “Lord, how can I serve You today? Who do You want me to speak to, to bless, to lead towards You?” It’s living with the Kingdom in mind, not just when it’s convenient, but as a priority woven into the fabric of our daily routines and decisions. It’s the difference between stumbling upon God’s will and stepping into it. That conversation with my son sparked a fire in me. I couldn’t shake the realisation that so many of us – myself included – are often more incidental than intentional when it comes to building God’s kingdom. And yet, Scripture is filled with calls to live purposefully, to steward what God has given us, and to go into all the world and make disciples. That is not a passive call. That is a commission. That is a mission. That is purpose.

			

			The Prompting of the Holy Spirit

			As I continued to reflect on intentional kingdom building and its practical implications – not just for me, but for the broader Body of Christ – I began to feel the Holy Spirit speaking to me. It wasn’t a dramatic moment. It was gentle, quiet, but unmistakable. The kind of whisper that lingers in your heart long after you’ve heard it. The Holy Spirit began to download the contents of this book into my spirit – not all at once, but in waves. Concepts began to form. Scriptures came to mind. Stories and lessons from my own life began to take shape in a way that suddenly made sense in light of this new understanding. And I knew then that this wasn’t just a private revelation. It was a message to be shared, a blueprint for others who, like me, were seeking to close the gap between theory and practice in their faith. In addition, the Holy Spirit revealed to me possible co-authors who have been through the journey or are going through the journey. This book is the result of that journey.

			It’s for every believer who feels the tension between knowing what the Bible says and living it out in a consistent, impactful way. It’s for those who want their lives to count for more than just momentary good deeds. It’s for those who feel a stirring to do more for the Kingdom but aren’t sure where to start. It’s for people like me – and perhaps people like you – who are ready to move from incidental moments of spiritual success to intentional lives of Kingdom impact.

			Bridging the Gap

			Throughout my years of teaching, I’ve learnt that knowing something intellectually is not the same as embodying it practically. Students can recite all the right terminology, understand all the processes, and even pass all the exams, yet still feel completely unprepared when it comes time to work with real patients. Why? Because knowledge alone does not transform. It’s the application of that knowledge, in real time and under pressure, that makes all the difference. The same is true of our walk with Christ. We can attend every church service, complete every Bible reading plan, and memorise verse after verse – but if that knowledge doesn’t translate into action, what good is it? As James so powerfully reminds us, “faith without works is dead” (James 2:17). The Word of God is not meant to sit passively in our minds; it is meant to be lived out, practised, embodied. But that kind of life doesn’t happen by accident. It requires intention.

			

			Your Story: The Building Materials of the Kingdom

			There’s a profound truth woven throughout Scripture that most believers miss: God doesn’t waste anything. Not your mistakes, not your pain, not your wilderness seasons, not even your victories. Every experience in your journey – the mountain highs and valley lows – becomes raw material in His hands for building His Kingdom. This book operates on a revolutionary premise: your testimony is not just your story – it’s your building material. The very experiences that shaped you, broke you, healed you, and transformed you become the bricks and mortar with which you construct Kingdom influence in your generation. Think about it: when Jesus called fishermen, He didn’t discard their fishing expertise – He transformed it into a soul-winning strategy. When Paul encountered Christ on the Damascus road, his zealous persecution background became fuel for zealous gospel advancement. When the woman at the well met Jesus, her story of broken relationships became her platform for revival in Samaria.

			

			This is why each author in this book vulnerably shares not just principles, but deeply personal stories of transformation. You will journey with Leigh, whose struggle with addiction became the birthplace of radical surrender and a profound awakening to Kingdom life; with Tavio, whose season of unexpected loss and uncertainty realigned him with God’s deeper purposes; with Pearl, whose endurance through silencing and obscurity refined her calling and prepared her for broader influence; with Haga, whose walk reflects the quiet faithfulness of obedience when outcomes are unclear; with José, whose journey reveals how calling is shaped through both leadership responsibility and seasons of personal stretching; with Bradley, whose testimony speaks of restoration and renewed identity through divine intervention; with Lindsay, whose story highlights perseverance and trust when God’s timing challenges human expectation; with Monique, who reflects on the power of authentic community and spiritual connection; with Chelsea, whose life demonstrates compassionate service and love expressed through practical action; with Mamikie, whose walk reveals resilience and faith in the midst of life’s complexities; and with Jay, who explores bold witness and advancing the Kingdom through courageous obedience. What you will discover throughout these pages is that intentional Kingdom building requires a kind of spiritual alchemy – the supernatural ability to transform personal experience into Kingdom influence. This is not about exploiting your story for personal gain or using your pain as a platform for attention. It is about recognising that God has been preparing you for Kingdom assignments through every season of your life.

			Every chapter in your story becomes a chapter in His story when surrendered to His purposes. The business leader who learnt integrity through corporate corruption can now influence marketplace transformation. The parent who experienced family dysfunction can now champion healthy relationships. The person who overcame addiction can now minister freedom to others. The individual who survived trauma can now offer healing hope. This is how the Kingdom advances – not through perfect people with polished presentations, but through transformed people with authentic testimonies who refuse to waste their experiences.

			

			As you read each chapter, you’ll notice a pattern: personal transformation always precedes Kingdom influence. The authors don’t just share their stories as inspiration – they reveal how their experiences became the very foundation for their Kingdom assignments. Their testimonies aren’t decorative additions to their ministries – they ARE their ministries. This is the difference between religious activity and Kingdom building. Religious activity tries to bypass the personal and jump straight to the public. Kingdom building recognises that what God does IN you becomes what He does THROUGH you.

			You cannot give what you have not received. You cannot build with materials you have not processed. Throughout this book, you’ll be challenged to see your own story with new eyes. Not as random events that happened TO you, but as divine preparation that happened for you. Every chapter of your journey – the beautiful and the broken – contains Kingdom-building materials if you’ll let the Master Architect show you how to use them. The question isn’t whether you have a story worth sharing. The question is whether you’ll surrender your story to the One who can transform it into Kingdom impact. Your testimony isn’t just about what God did – it’s about what God is still doing through the person that experience has created.

			

			What This Book Will Explore

			This book is designed to be practical. We’ll explore the biblical foundations of Kingdom building, looking at the life and teachings of Jesus as our ultimate model. We’ll examine the mindset and habits that foster intentional living, and we’ll confront the cultural and spiritual obstacles that often keep us stuck in passivity. Along the way, we’ll dive into real-life examples, personal stories, and reflective questions designed to help you examine your own walk with Christ. Whether you are a seasoned believer or someone just beginning your journey, my prayer is that this book will challenge and equip you to take purposeful steps towards living out your faith in meaningful ways.

			We will talk about identity, purpose, stewardship, obedience, and spiritual influence. We will ask the hard questions: What does it look like to live for the Kingdom in your workplace? In your family? In your friendships? Are you building God’s Kingdom or simply maintaining your own life? What legacy are you leaving behind? These aren’t always comfortable questions – but they are necessary ones. Because ultimately, the Christian life was never meant to be lived in theory. It is meant to be lived with power, purpose, and impact. And that requires us to move from being passive participants in God’s story to being active builders of His Kingdom.

			An Invitation to Reflect and Respond

			I want to be clear: this is not a book about guilt or striving. It’s not about doing more in your own strength or proving your worth through activity. Instead, it’s about alignment. It’s about aligning your life with the heart of God and allowing Him to direct your steps. It’s about living with open hands, open eyes, and an open heart – ready to respond, ready to serve, ready to build. Intentional Kingdom building is not about grand gestures. It’s about daily obedience. It’s about showing up, again and again, and saying, “Here I am, Lord. Use me.” Sometimes that will lead to bold moves and big changes. Other times, it will mean being faithful in the small, unseen moments. But in both, the Kingdom is built. So, as you turn the page and begin this journey, I invite you to pause and reflect. Where are you building incidentally, and where are you building intentionally? What might it look like to live each day with a Kingdom mindset? Are you willing to be interrupted by God’s purposes? Are you ready to build on purpose?

			

			I believe that as we explore these questions together, the Holy Spirit will begin to reveal things to you – just as He did to me. My prayer is that this book won’t just give you more information, but that it will be a catalyst for transformation. Because the Kingdom of God is not just coming – it is already here. And you have a role to play in building it.

			

			Chapter One

			Introduction

			Beyond Religious Identity to Kingdom Reality

			People commonly associate “Kingdom” with religious affiliation or church attendance yet Scripture presents an extensive vision beyond these limited perspectives. Jesus declared the arrival of God’s Kingdom when He said, “The Kingdom of God is at hand,” which meant the divine sovereignty was entering the present world. The concept of “Kingdom” requires us to live under God’s loving authority by working towards justice and compassion and finding purpose and transformation in all aspects of human life. The concept extends beyond wearing a Christian label and attending weekend services regularly. God has called you to participate in a deep, purposeful faith that positions you as a vital builder of His universal restoration mission. Your role extends beyond religious membership because you serve as both an ambassador and architect who helps divine reality enter the present.

			Believers unknowingly practise spectator Christianity by accepting religious experiences instead of living out Kingdom values in the world. The Kingdom perspective challenges this fundamentally. Jesus taught us to pray for the arrival of His Kingdom through which His heavenly will should manifest on Earth. Jesus called us to participate in the present-day manifestation of heavenly realities through our actions. This new way of thinking changes our daily approach. We no longer exist to survive the secular world until death because we actively work to establish heavenly culture throughout our workplaces, neighbourhoods, and personal relationships. The Kingdom exists in the present world because we establish it through our living actions.

			

			Kingdom living rejects passivity and embraces intentionality. Each decision, relationship, and action becomes an opportunity to extend God’s influence. Rather than compartmentalising faith to designated spiritual activities, Kingdom builders recognise that every aspect of life – career choices, financial decisions, family dynamics, and leisure activities – can reflect God’s values and priorities. This purposeful approach means regularly asking: “How does this align with God’s agenda?” Whether negotiating a business deal, raising children, engaging with neighbours, or choosing entertainment, Kingdom builders filter choices through divine priorities rather than cultural norms or personal preferences. This isn’t about religious performance but about aligning with eternal purposes that transcend our immediate comfort or gain. The Kingdom builder recognises that Monday through Saturday matters as much as Sunday. Your work meeting might be your most significant ministry opportunity of the week. Your parenting shapes eternal souls. Your financial choices either advance or hinder God’s purposes. Living with Kingdom purpose means seeing all of life as sacred space where God’s reign can be demonstrated and expanded.

			While religious systems often focus on personal piety, Kingdom building centres on sacrificial service. Jesus demonstrated this by washing His disciples’ feet and ultimately laying down His life. Kingdom builders recognise that the currency of God’s economy is selfless love expressed in tangible action. This service extends beyond convenience or comfort. It means advocating for those without a voice, standing with the marginalised, and addressing systemic injustice. It involves sacrificing personal resources – time, energy, finances, and social capital – to alleviate suffering and create pathways to flourishing for others.

			

			Kingdom service isn’t about checking boxes or accumulating spiritual merit. It flows from a transformed heart that increasingly mirrors Christ’s compassion. As followers cultivate intimacy with Jesus, they naturally begin to love what He loves and value what He values. Service becomes less about duty and more about delight – the joy of reflecting God’s character in a broken world. The Kingdom perspective calls believers beyond religious consumption to transformative engagement. Rather than merely attending church, Kingdom builders focus on being the church wherever they go. This means investing in the spiritual, social, and structural transformation of communities and systems.

			Kingdom builders actively seek opportunities to bring restoration to broken relationships, healing to wounded individuals, justice to oppressive structures, and hope to despairing communities. This might involve mentoring at-risk youth, creating businesses that employ the marginalised, developing affordable housing, reforming unjust policies, or countless other expressions of Kingdom values. This investment isn’t shortsighted or superficial. Kingdom transformation often requires sustained commitment to people and places over time. It means entering into others’ suffering with compassion and perseverance, trusting that God’s power can bring redemption to even the most entrenched brokenness. While the world seeks quick fixes and visible results, Kingdom builders plant seeds of change that may not bear fruit until future generations.

			Jesus described the Kingdom as leaven working through dough and as seeds growing into trees. Both metaphors emphasise multiplication – small beginnings leading to expansive impact. Kingdom builders embrace this multiplication mindset, recognising that God’s design isn’t for isolated impact but for exponential influence. This multiplication happens through intentional discipleship – investing deeply in others who will, in turn, invest in others. It occurs through leadership development – identifying and nurturing those with Kingdom potential. It manifests in cultural influence – shaping values, narratives, and institutions to reflect God’s priorities. And it appears in practical innovation – developing models and methods that can be replicated in diverse contexts. Kingdom multiplication isn’t about building personal platforms or expanding religious empires. It’s about catalysing movements of transformation that continue beyond our direct involvement. Just as Jesus invested deeply in 12 who ultimately reached millions, Kingdom builders focus on depth of impact that leads to breadth of influence.

			

			There’s a profound difference between wearing a team jersey and actually playing the game. Many have adopted Christian identity without embracing Kingdom responsibility. They cheer from the side-lines, critique other players’ performance, and enjoy team gatherings, but never experience the thrill and challenge of being on the field. Kingdom builders have moved beyond this spectator mentality. They’ve traded comfortable seats for the dynamic, sometimes messy engagement of active participation. They understand that Kingdom life isn’t primarily about theological knowledge, religious affiliation, or spiritual experiences – it’s about faithful action that advances God’s purposes in real-world contexts. This distinction isn’t about creating another religious hierarchy or performance standard. It’s about embracing the fullness of what Christ intended when He invited us to follow Him. Jesus didn’t call spectators; He called disciples who would continue His work of redemption and restoration in the world.

			

			The invitation to Kingdom building isn’t reserved for professional ministers or spiritual elites. It’s extended to every follower of Jesus. Your specific assignment will be unique – shaped by your gifts, experiences, relationships, and the contexts where God has placed you. But the fundamental call remains consistent: to be an active participant in making earth more like heaven through practical demonstrations of God’s love, justice, and restoration. This journey begins with a simple recognition – that you’re not merely a Christian by identity, but a commissioned agent of God’s Kingdom. As you embrace this divine assignment, your everyday life becomes infused with eternal significance. Ordinary moments become sacred opportunities. And you discover the profound joy of aligning your story with God’s greater narrative of redemption. The question isn’t whether you’ll build something with your life – it’s whether what you build will last into eternity. Kingdom builders choose to invest in what matters most, creating structures of justice, compassion, and transformation that will stand the test of time and judgement. In doing so, they discover that architecting God’s Kingdom isn’t just a divine assignment – it’s the pathway to their own deepest fulfilment and purpose.

			

			Chapter Two

			Understanding the Kingdom of God

			Leigh Frantz

			Matthew 6:10 – “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

			The Moment it All Shifted

			Growing up, the “Our Father” prayer was like the national anthem of my childhood. At home, in school assemblies, and every Sunday in church – it was part of the rhythm of life. At first, it was a religious routine encouraged by the women of faith in my life – my mother and grandmother. But somewhere in that repetition, something began to stir in me. One phrase gripped me tighter than the rest: “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

			What did that mean? As a child, I didn’t have the words – but I had the questions. As I grew, those questions only multiplied. I was raised in a denominational church rich in heritage but bound in traditions that often felt hollow. I watched people sing about God’s power on Sunday while living powerless lives Monday through Saturday. I heard sermons about spiritual encounters while witnessing leaders who seemed afraid of anything genuinely supernatural. The disconnect was undeniable – salvation was preached but never clearly explained, and spiritual experiences were denied while spiritual hunger remained unaddressed. The Spirit of the Lord said to me that my sheep are malnourished because the shepherds do not know the dietary requirements for them. 

			

			The breaking point came during a service where something extraordinary happened to me, yet the pastor didn’t even know what to do with it. I was baptised in the Holy Spirit in a place that didn’t understand what that meant. The contradiction was so evident it launched me into a deeper search – not for a better church or clearer theology, but for truth itself. What I found wasn’t another religious system. I encountered a Kingdom. That encounter didn’t come wrapped in theological complexity. It came through the voice of God breaking into my chaos, calling me to something far greater than I had imagined. Once it came, I could not ignore the call: “Seek first the Kingdom.” This journey taught me that most believers live somewhere between religious identity and Kingdom reality. We know the language, attend the services, and participate in the rituals, but we miss the essence – that God’s Kingdom is not a future destination but a present reality, not a religious system but a divine government, not a denomination but a way of life that transforms everything it touches.

			Biblical Foundation: The Nature of the Kingdom

			Discovering What the Kingdom Really Is

			When Jesus taught us to pray, “Your Kingdom come,” He wasn’t asking us to wait passively for some distant heavenly realm. He was inviting God’s rule into our everyday life. The Kingdom of God isn’t found on a map or hidden behind stained-glass windows – it exists wherever God’s will is being done.

			Think about it this way: when you choose forgiveness instead of revenge, the Kingdom breaks through. When you demonstrate integrity in business, even when it costs you, heaven touches earth. When you serve someone who can’t repay you, God’s reign becomes visible. The Kingdom isn’t a place you’re trying to get to – it’s a dimension you’re living within whenever you align your will with His. This understanding completely revolutionised how I saw daily life. Every conversation became a potential Kingdom moment. Every decision became an opportunity to demonstrate heaven’s values. Every challenge became a chance to apply divine principles. The Kingdom wasn’t confined to Sunday services or Bible studies – it was available in every mundane moment of ordinary life.

			

			A Spiritual Kingdom

			The Kingdom operates
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