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In ancient times, recluses generally fell into three categories: The best ones concealed their bodies but did not obscure their virtues. So they secluded themselves in the countryside, yet their names spread far and wide. Even emperors of great power would follow their tracks and offer them official positions. The second category were those who possessed the ability to govern the world but could not put it into practice, or those who adhered to strict principles and could not yield to the common customs. Although they sometimes responded to the call, they accepted official positions indifferently and resigned leisurely, making the rulers always admire and yearn for them, as if they were always in short supply. Their conduct was praiseworthy. The last category were those who were simple - minded and fond of mountains and forests. They knew their own abilities well and realized that they could not meet the requirements of the world. So they fled to the mountains and never returned, making people always hold their conduct in high esteem and not dare to criticize them. Moreover, there have always been recluses in the world, and they have always been honored first. This is because of what Confucius said: "When the reclusive people are promoted, the people of the world will submit."  

Since the founding of the Tang Dynasty, there have been many worthy people in official positions. Among those who secluded themselves and did not come out, their talents can be described one by one, but they all belong to the last category. Nevertheless, they all preserved their true nature and did not pretend to be silent while actually yearning for the city and its officialdom despite living in the mountains. However, there are profit - seeking people who use seclusion to gain a reputation in order to seek official positions. They jostle each other on the road. There is even a saying that Mount Zhongnan and Mount Song are shortcuts to official careers, and the noble virtue of seclusion has been lost. Therefore, those worthy of admiration are compiled in this chapter.  

Wang Ji, styled Wugong, was from Longmen, Jiangzhou. He was simple and unrestrained by nature and disliked bowing and saluting. His elder brother Wang Tong was a great Confucian scholar at the end of the Sui Dynasty. He gathered disciples between the Yellow River and the Fen River, imitated the ancients to write the "Six Classics", and also wrote "Zhongshuo" to imitate "The Analects of Confucius". His works were not praised by the Confucian scholars, so they were not well - known. Only "Zhongshuo" was passed down. Wang Tong knew that Wang Ji was unrestrained and did not burden him with family affairs. He did not participate in weddings, funerals, and other ceremonies of the clan. He was on good terms with Li Bo and Lü Cai.  

During the Daye period, he was recommended for his filial piety, fraternal love and integrity, and was appointed as a proofreader in the Secretariat. He was not happy to be in the court and requested to be the magistrate of Liuhe. Due to his excessive drinking and inability to handle official affairs, and as the world was in chaos at that time, he was impeached and thus removed from office. He sighed and said, "The net of the world is all - encompassing. Where can I go?" Then he returned to his hometown. He had sixteen hectares of fields between the river and the islets. Zhongzhang Ziguang was also a recluse. He had no wife or children and built a cottage on the northern islet. He had lived there for thirty years and only ate what he had produced with his own labor. Wang Ji admired his simplicity and truthfulness and moved to live nearby. Ziguang was mute and they never had a conversation, but they had a great time drinking together. Wang Ji had several servants and slaves. He planted millet and brewed wine in spring and autumn. He raised ducks and geese and cultivated medicinal herbs for his own use. He placed "The Book of Changes", "Tao Te Ching" and "Zhuangzi" beside his bed and rarely read other books. When he wanted to see his brothers, he would cross the river and go home. He wandered around the eastern hillside of the northern mountain and wrote books, calling himself Donggaozi. He would ride a cow to the wine shop and sometimes stay there for several days.  

In the early years of Emperor Gaozu's reign (Wude period), he was reinstated to his previous position and served as a waiting - official in the Palace Secretariat. According to the old rule, officials were provided with three liters of wine per day. Someone asked him, "What's the fun in being a waiting - official?" He replied, "It's just the good wine that I'm attached to!" After hearing this, the Palace Attendant Chen Shuda provided him with one dou (a unit of volume) of wine every day. At that time, he was called the "Scholar of a Dou of Wine". In the early years of the Zhenguan period, he was dismissed from office due to illness. Later, he was transferred to another post. At that time, Jiao Ge, an official in the Music Bureau, was good at brewing wine. Wang Ji requested to be the assistant of the Music Bureau. The Ministry of Personnel refused because it was not a regular position. Wang Ji firmly pleaded, saying, "There is a deep meaning behind this." Eventually, he was appointed. After Jiao Ge died, his wife kept sending wine to Wang Ji. More than a year later, she also died. Wang Ji said, "Does heaven not want me to enjoy good wine?" Then he quit his official post. From then on, the position of assistant of the Music Bureau became a position for the idle. He wrote a book recording Jiao Ge's brewing method and also compiled a record of famous wine - makers since Dukang and Yidi. Li Chunfeng said, "You are the Nan Shi and Dong Hu (two ancient upright historians) among wine - lovers." There was a huge rock southeast of his residence. He built a temple for Dukang there and offered sacrifices to him, respecting him as a master and having Jiao Ge as his companion. He wrote "The Record of the Drunken Land" following Liu Ling's "Ode to the Virtue of Wine". He could drink up to five dou of wine without getting drunk. Whenever someone invited him to drink, he would go regardless of their social status. He wrote "The Biography of the Five - Dou Gentleman". Cui Xi, the prefect, was fond of him and invited him to meet. He replied, "How can you summon someone like Yan Junping (a famous recluse) by just sitting there?" In the end, he didn't go. Du Zhisong, an old acquaintance, was the prefect and invited Wang Ji to give lectures on rites. He replied, "I can't bow and scrape at the prefect's mansion, talking about the dregs while abandoning the good wine." Du Zhisong sent him wine and cured meat every season. At first, his elder brother Wang Ning was a courtier in charge of compiling historical records in the Sui Dynasty. He didn't finish writing "The History of the Sui Dynasty" before he died. Wang Ji continued his work but also couldn't complete it. He knew when he was going to die in advance and ordered a simple burial. He also wrote an epitaph for himself.  

When Wang Ji was an official, he lost his position because of excessive drinking, and his fellow villagers ridiculed him. He wrote a story about Wuxinzi to express his attitude: "Wuxinzi lived in the state of Yue. The king of Yue didn't recognize his greatness and forced him to take an official position. Wuxinzi showed no sign of happiness. The law of the state of Yue stated: 'Those with immoral conduct shall be despised.' Soon, Wuxinzi was known for his immoral conduct, and the king dismissed him. He showed no sign of anger. After leaving, he went to the vast and desolate wilderness. When passing by a bustling town, he met a shrewd man. The shrewd man slapped his thigh and said, 'Alas! You are a worthy man. How could you be dismissed because of a crime?' Wuxinzi didn't answer. The shrewd man said, 'I hope you can teach me.' Wuxinzi replied, 'Have you heard of Feilian's horses? One of them had red manes and white fur, a dragon - like skeleton and a phoenix - like chest. It galloped gracefully like dancing. The rider held the reins tightly all day long, and the horse died of overheating. The other had a big head and a raised tail, a camel - like neck and a raccoon - like knee. It was good at kicking and biting. It was abandoned in the wild and grew fat over the years. The phoenix doesn't dislike living in the mountains, and the dragon isn't ashamed of coiling in the mud. A gentleman doesn't strive for false purity and thus bring misfortune to himself, nor does he avoid so - called filth but instead preserves his essence.'" This was how he viewed himself.  

Zhu Taozhui was from Chengdu, Yizhou. He was indifferent to fame and fortune and aloof from the world. He wore a fur coat and dragged a rope, and no one could figure out who he was. Dou Gui, the chief administrator, saw him and gave him clothes, a deer - skin cap, and muntjac - skin boots, and forced him to take the position of village head. He threw these things on the ground and refused to wear them. Then he built a cottage in the mountains. In summer, he went naked, and in winter, he sewed tree bark and leaves to cover himself. He refused all gifts. He once wove ten pairs of straw sandals and placed them on the road. People who saw them said, "These are the sandals of the hermit." They exchanged them for rice and tea and put them in the same place. He would then take them away without ever contacting others. The sandals he made were woven from soft and fine grass and tightly looped. People scrambled to wear them. When Gao Shilian was the chief administrator, he invited Zhu Taozhui with full courtesy, stepped down from the steps to talk to him, but Zhu didn't answer. He just stared and walked out. Gao Shilian bowed and said, "Are you inspiring me to govern Sichuan with a light - handed approach?" So he simplified regulations and reduced taxes, and the state was well - governed. He often sent people to inquire about Zhu, but whenever Zhu saw them, he would run into the woods and hide.  

Sun Simiao was from Huayuan, Jingzhao. He was well - versed in the theories of various schools and was good at expounding on the ideas of Laozi and Zhuangzi. When Du Guxin, the governor of Luozhou in the Northern Zhou Dynasty, saw him as a young boy, he was amazed and said, "He is a prodigy, but his talent is so great that it may be difficult to put it to full use!" When he grew up, he lived on Mount Taibai. When Emperor Wen of Sui was assisting the emperor, he summoned Sun Simiao as a doctoral instructor at the National University, but Sun declined the appointment. He secretly told others, "A sage will appear in fifty years, and I will assist him." In the early years of Emperor Taizong's reign, he was summoned to the capital. Although he was already old, his hearing and eyesight were still sharp. The emperor sighed and said, "He is a man of virtue!" The emperor wanted to offer him an official position, but he refused. During the Xianqing period, he was summoned again and was offered the position of remonstrant - advisor, but he firmly declined. In the first year of the Shangyuan era, he claimed to be ill and returned to the mountain. Emperor Gaozong gave him a fine horse and allowed him to live in the estate of Princess Poyang.  

Sun Simiao was proficient in yin - yang theory, astronomical calculations, and medicine. Meng Shen, Lu Zhaolin and others regarded him as their teacher. Lu Zhaolin suffered from a serious illness that was incurable. He asked Sun Simiao with emotion, "How can a great doctor cure diseases?" Sun replied, "The sky has four seasons and five elements. Cold and heat alternate. When they are in harmony, it rains; when they are in conflict, there is wind; when they condense, there are rain and frost; when they expand, there are rainbows. These are the normal phenomena of the sky. A person's four limbs and five internal organs have a cycle of wakefulness and sleep, with the inhalation and exhalation of qi flowing to form the nutrient qi and defensive qi, manifesting as complexion and expressing as sound. These are the normal phenomena of a person. Yang governs the form, and yin governs the essence. This is common to both heaven and humans. When there is a disorder, heat will be generated due to over - activity, cold will occur due to blockage, tumors will form due to stagnation, and carbuncles will appear due to internal festering. Excessive movement will lead to shortness of breath and fatigue, and lack of movement will result in withering. These symptoms are manifested on the face and in the body. The same is true for the sky: when the five planets deviate from their normal orbits and comets appear, it is a sign of danger; when the cold and heat are out of season, it is like the over - activity or blockage in the human body; when stones stand upright and the earth surges, it is like the formation of tumors; when mountains collapse and the earth sinks, it is like the appearance of carbuncles; violent winds and torrential rains are like shortness of breath and fatigue, and the drying up of rivers is like withering. A great doctor uses medicines and stones to guide and remedies with appropriate prescriptions; a sage uses supreme virtue to harmonize and supplements with human efforts. Therefore, there are diseases that can be cured in the human body, and there are disasters that can be alleviated in the sky."  

Lu Zhaolin asked, "What about human efforts?" Sun Simiao replied, "The heart is like a monarch. Since a monarch should be respectful, one's desires should be small. As the 'Book of Poetry' says, 'Treading as if on the brink of an abyss, walking as if on thin ice.' This is what it means by being small - minded. The gallbladder is like a general, whose duty is to make decisive decisions, so one should be bold. As the 'Book of Poetry' says, 'The valiant warriors are the defenders of the duke and the prince.' This is what it means by being bold. A benevolent person is calm, like the earth, so one should be upright. As the 'Commentary' says, 'Not being swayed by profit and not feeling guilty about righteousness.' This is what it means by being upright. A wise person is active, like the sky, so one should be adaptable. As the 'Book of Changes' says, 'Act at the sight of an opportunity without waiting until the end of the day.' This is what it means by being adaptable." 

Lu Zhaolin further asked about the essentials of cultivating one's nature. Sun Simiao replied, "The sky has its waxing and waning, and people have their misfortunes and perils. Without self - caution, one cannot overcome them. Therefore, cultivating one's nature must first involve self - caution. Caution is based on fear. So, if a scholar has no fear, he will neglect benevolence and righteousness; if a farmer has no fear, he will be lazy in farming; if a craftsman has no fear, he will be negligent of rules; if a merchant has no fear, his business will not prosper; if a son has no fear, he will forget filial piety; if a father has no fear, he will neglect kindness; if a minister has no fear, he will not achieve merits; if a monarch has no fear, he will not be able to govern the chaos. Thus, the best people fear the Dao, the second - best fear the sky, the next fear things, then they fear others, and finally they fear themselves. Those who worry about themselves are not restricted by others; those who fear themselves are not controlled by others; those who are cautious about small things are not afraid of big things; those who are alert to the near are not disrespectful to the distant. Knowing this, one has mastered all about human affairs."  

At first, when Wei Zheng and others were compiling the histories of the five dynasties including the Qi, Liang, Zhou, and Sui dynasties, they often consulted Sun Simiao about the missing historical facts, and the biographical account of him in the history was the most detailed. In the early years of the Yongchun era, he passed away at over a hundred years old. In his last will, he requested a simple burial, without burying burial objects and without using livestock in the sacrifices.  

Sun Chuyue once presented his sons to Sun Simiao. Sun Simiao said, "Jun will gain prominence first, You will achieve high status later, and Quan will face disaster when in military service." Later, all these predictions came true. When Lu Qiqing, the grand master of the crown prince, was young, Sun Simiao said, "In fifty years, you will hold the position of a regional governor, and my grandson will be your subordinate. May you take good care of yourself." At that time, Sun Simiao's grandson Sun Pu had not been born yet. When Sun Pu became the magistrate of Xiao County, Lu Qiqing was the governor of Xuzhou.  

Tian Youyan was from Sanyuan, Jingzhao. During the Yonghui period, he was enrolled as a student at the National University. After leaving school, he went to Mount Taibai. His mother and wife both had a yearning for a life beyond the mundane world, and they lived together in the mountains and waters. He traveled from Sichuan through Jing and Chu regions. He fell in love with the Qingxi River in Yiling and built a cottage beside it. Li Anqi, the prefectural administrator, recommended his talent, and he was summoned to the capital. When he reached Ruzhou, he claimed to be ill and entered Mount Jishan. He lived beside the shrine of Xu You and styled himself "The Neighbor East of You". He declined repeated summons.  

When Emperor Gaozong visited Mount Song, he sent Xue Yuanchao, the deputy chief councilor, to inquire about Tian Youyan's mother and bestowed medicine, cotton - padded clothes, and silk fabrics. The emperor himself came to Tian Youyan's door. Tian Youyan came out in rustic clothes to pay homage, with a respectful and simple manner. The emperor ordered his attendants to support him and asked, "How have you been recently, sir?" Tian Youyan replied, "I am a person who is deeply infatuated with mountains and rivers, and addicted to the mist and clouds." The emperor said, "Getting you is no different from the Han Dynasty getting the Four Elders of Mount Shang." Xue Yuanchao praised the emperor, saying, "In the Han Dynasty, they wanted to depose the legitimate heir and establish an illegitimate one, so those four elders came out. How can it be compared to Your Majesty personally visiting a hermit in the mountains?" The emperor was pleased. Therefore, he ordered Tian Youyan to take his family and travel to the capital by post - horse. Tian Youyan was appointed as a scholar of the Chongwen Academy. When the emperor was building the Fengtian Palace, Tian Youyan's old house was right on the left side of the palace. The emperor issued an edict not to demolish it. The emperor himself wrote a plaque for his door, which read "The Hermit Tian Youyan's Residence". Tian Youyan was promoted to be the tutor of the crown prince. After Pei Yan's death, because he had a long - standing close friendship with Pei Yan, he was exiled back to the mountains. He made clothes by silkworm - rearing and lived on farming. He didn't associate with people of the day, and only regarded Han Fazhao and Song Zhiwen as his friends in the realm beyond the mundane world.  

At that time, there was also a man named Shi Deyi from Kunshan, who lived on Tiger Hill. He rode a cow and carried a gourd, going in and out of the markets and the countryside. Emperor Gaozong heard of his name and summoned him to Luoyang. Soon, he claimed to be ill and returned home. At the beginning of the Tian - shou era, Zhou Xing, the envoy sent to comfort the people in the south of the Yangtze River, recommended him. He was summoned to the capital again and promoted to be a courtier of the rank of Chaosan Dafu. After Zhou Xing's death, he was removed from office and returned home, and his former good reputation declined suddenly.  

Meng Shen was from Liang, Ruzhou. He passed the imperial examination and was gradually promoted to be a secretary of the Fengge.  One day, he went to Liu Yizhi's house and saw the rewarded gold. He said, "This is medicinal gold. When burned, the fire will have five - colored flames." After testing, it was verified. Empress Wu heard about this and was unhappy. He was sent out to be the military governor of Taizhou and was gradually promoted to be the deputy minister of the Ministry of Rites. The Prince Xiang summoned him to be his personal tutor. He was appointed as the governor of Tongzhou. At the beginning of the Shenlong era, he retired and lived on Mount Yiyang, where he studied medicine and prescriptions. Emperor Ruizong summoned him and intended to employ him, but he firmly declined because of his old age. He was given a hundred pieces of silk. An edict was issued to the Henan region to provide him with sheep, wine, congee, and porridge in spring and autumn. Because Meng Shen had the style of ancient people, Bi Gou, the governor, named the place where he lived Zipingli. At the beginning of the Kaiyuan era, he died at the age of ninety - three.  

Meng Shen was rather harsh in collecting taxes during his tenure as an official, yet he was known for his governance. When he was living in retirement, he once told people, "Those who aim to cultivate their nature should never stop speaking kind words and should always have good medicine at hand." His words were widely recognized at that time.  

Wang Youzhen was from Henei, Huaizhou. His father, Wang Zhijing, was good at official - script calligraphy. During the reign of Empress Wu, he served as the deputy supervisor of the Imperial Library. Wang Youzhen served as a proofreader in the Bureau of Classics for Crown Prince when he was young. When his mother was ill, the doctor said that eating human flesh would cure her. Wang Youzhen cut a piece of flesh from his thigh and gave it to his mother, and his mother recovered. An imperial edict was issued to honor his family. He was fond of learning and taught his children and nephews as strictly as a severe father. He never spoke about others' faults and valued keeping promises. People at that time regarded him as a gentleman. He once served as the magistrate of Changshui and then returned home after leaving office. When Emperor Zhongzong was the crown prince, he was summoned to be a ceremony master, but he declined. At the beginning of the Shenlong era, he was summoned to be the middle - attendant of the crown prince, but he firmly declined, claiming to be ill. An edict was issued to send him delicious food, and he was given a full salary for life, which was delivered to his place four times a year. The local officials were ordered to visit him. When Emperor Xuanzong was the crown prince, he was summoned in a cushioned carriage, but he didn't come. He died at the age of ninety - nine, was posthumously conferred the title of Yinqing Guanglu Dafu, and the county magistrate was ordered to offer sacrifices to him.  

Wang Xiyi was from Teng, Xuzhou. His family was poor. After his parents died, he herded sheep for others and earned money to bury them. He lived in seclusion on Mount Song and studied health - preservation methods under Huang Yi for forty years. After Huang Yi died, he moved to Mount Culai in Yanzhou and was on good terms with Liu Xuanbo. He liked reading The Book of Changes and The Tao Te Ching and ate pine and cypress leaves and various flowers. At over seventy years old, he still had strong muscles and flexible joints. Lu Qiqing, the governor, came to visit him and asked about governance. He replied, "The saying 'Do not do to others what you do not want others to do to you' is enough."  

When Emperor Xuanzong made an eastern inspection tour, he issued an edict ordering the local officials to persuade Wang Xiyi to come to the emperor's temporary residence. At that time, Wang Xiyi was over ninety years old. The emperor ordered Zhang Yue to consult him on political affairs. Eunuchs supported him into the palace. The emperor was very pleased after talking with him and appointed him as a doctor of the Imperial College, allowing him to return to the mountain. An edict was issued ordering the local officials to present him with rolls of silk, wine, and meat in spring and autumn, and he was also given a hundred bolts of silk and a set of clothes.  

Li Yuankai was from Xingzhou. He was highly learned and proficient in astronomy, calendrical science, and the laws of celestial motion. He was respectful and cautious by nature and never dared to talk casually to others. Song Jing once studied under him. When Song Jing was in power, he sent Li Yuankai a generous gift of rolls of silk and intended to recommend him to the court, but Li Yuankai didn't reply. Yuan Xingchong, the governor of Mingzhou, invited him over. After discussing the meanings of the classics, Yuan Xingchong gave him clothes. Li Yuankai declined, saying, "My body can't wear new and gorgeous clothes. I'm afraid it's inappropriate and will bring me trouble quickly." Yuan Xingchong insisted and dirtied the clothes before giving them again. Li Yuankai had no choice but to accept them. Soon, he sent back the silk he had personally reared, saying, "It's against righteousness to accept undeserved wealth." Previously, Cui Yuanjian from Dingzhou was well - versed in the study of The Book of Rites. With the help of Zhang Yizhi, he was appointed as a courtier of the rank of Chaosan Dafu and was given half of the official salary while staying at home. Li Yuankai sneered and said, "Getting a salary without making any contributions is a disaster." He died at over eighty years old.  

Wei Dajing was from Xie, Puzhou. He had outstanding and noble conduct and always spoke sincerely. During the reign of Empress Wu, he was summoned but firmly declined, claiming to be ill. He was on good terms with Wei Xiahou Qiantong. When he heard that Qiantong's mother had passed away, he walked to offer his condolences in the intense heat. Someone tried to stop him, saying, "It's summer. It's better to send a letter instead of traveling a long distance." He replied, "Can a letter fully express my feelings?" By the time he arrived, Qiantong had gone out for something. So he set up a mourning mat and performed the condolence ritual, then returned without inquiring about Qiantong's family. At the beginning of the Kaiyuan era, Bi Gou was the governor. He sent the county magistrate Kong Shenyan to visit Wei Dajing, but Wei Dajing declined to meet him.  

Wei Dajing was profoundly knowledgeable about The Book of Changes, and people called him the "Sage of The Book of Changes". He predicted the day of his death in advance, dug a tomb for himself and wrote his own epitaph, and died as he had predicted. 

Wu Youxu was the son of Wu Weiliang, the elder brother of Empress Wu Zetian. He was indifferent and had few desires, and was fond of The Book of Changes and the works of Zhuangzi. When he was young, he changed his name and made a living by fortune - telling in the markets of Chang'an. Once he got the money, he would leave. Later, he was appointed as a communication officer for the crown prince and was gradually promoted to the chief clerk of the Grand Governor's Office of Yangzhou and the deputy supervisor of the Court of State Ceremonial. After Empress Wu established her own dynasty, he was enfeoffed as the Prince of Anping. When he accompanied the empress to offer sacrifices to Mount Song, he firmly resigned from his official position and expressed his wish to live in seclusion. The empress suspected his sincerity but agreed to his request to observe what he would do. Wu Youxu built a cottage under the cliff like a long - time hermit. The empress sent his elder brother Wu Youyi to persuade him, but he still refused to return to the officialdom. The empress then regarded him as an extraordinary person. He roamed between Longmen and Mount Shaoshi. In winter, he lived in a thatched cottage filled with pepper plants for warmth, and in summer, he lived in a stone chamber. The gold and silver pots and tripods, as well as the rustic clothes bestowed by the empress, and the deer - skin coats, plain screens, and gourd cups given by princes and dukes were all covered with thick dust, and he never used them. He bought fields in Yingyang and made his servants work there, mixing with the common people. In his later years, his muscles withered, and there was a purple glow in his pupils. He could even see stars during the day.  

At the beginning of Emperor Zhongzong's reign, Wu Youxu's title was downgraded to the Duke of Chao. The emperor sent Du Shenying, the assistant supervisor of the Imperial College, with a letter and a carriage with easy springs to summon him, and appointed him as a guest official of the crown prince. He earnestly pleaded to return to the mountain, and the emperor issued an edict to approve his request. When Princess Anle got married, the emperor sent Li Miao, a communication officer, with an imperial edict to invite him. When he was about to arrive, the emperor ordered the relevant officials to set up a seat in the Liangyi Hall and conduct a ceremony of asking for advice. The edict stated that on the day of the audience, he could wear a mountain cloak and a kudzu - cloth cap, and was not required to announce his name or bow. When Wu Youxu arrived, he changed into official robes and hats. After entering with the guards, the communication officer announced his taking the position. Wu Youxu quickly stepped into the regular line and bowed twice. The emperor was stunned, and the ceremony of asking for advice could not be carried out, which made the court sigh. He refused all the gifts. When relatives and nobles came to visit, besides exchanging greetings, he remained silent. When he was about to return, officials from the Secretariat, the Chancellery, scholars, and court officials above the fifth - rank all saw him off outside the east gate of the capital.  

Shortly afterwards, the members of the Wei family were executed, and the Wu family was also involved in the disaster, but only Wu Youxu was spared. Emperor Ruizong was afraid that he might feel uneasy, so he issued an edict to comfort and persuade him, and summoned him again to be a guest official of the crown prince, but he declined. During the rebellion of Prince Qiao Li Chongfu, Wu Youxu was wrongly arrested. Zhang Shuo submitted a memorial suggesting that he be placed in Mount Lu. Prime Minister Yao Yuanchong memorialized, "Wu Youxu never left his seclusion during the reign of Empress Wu. Now, the local officials are forcing him around, which makes the scholars sigh in astonishment. I hope an edict can be issued to grant him his former residence in Mount Song and order the local officials to visit and inquire about his well - being." The emperor approved the edict. Wu Youxu died in the 11th year of the Kaiyuan era.  

Bai Lüzhong was from Junyi, Bianzhou. He had extensive knowledge of literature and history and lived in the ancient Daliang City, and was then known as Master Liangqiu. During the Jingyun era, he was summoned to be a proofreader but quit his official position and left. In the 10th year of the Kaiyuan era, Wang Zhiyin, the Minister of Justice, recommended Bai Lüzhong for his extensive learning and moral integrity, suggesting that he could replace Chu Wuliang and Ma Huaisu to serve as a reader in the imperial palace. Yang Yang, the director of the Imperial College, also submitted a memorial praising his virtue, and he was summoned to the capital. He declined, stating that he was ill and old and unfit for the position. The emperor issued an edict to appoint him as a courtier of the rank of Chaosan Dafu. He requested to return home, and the emperor issued a handwritten edict allowing him to travel around the capital first and then return to his hometown at leisure. Bai Lüzhong stayed for several months before leaving. 

Wu Jing, who was from the same village as him, said to him, "You've always been poor. Without getting even a bit of rice or a piece of silk, what's the use of getting a fifth - rank official title?" Bai Lüzhong replied, "Previously, when the Khitan invaded, every household had to provide a conscript. Because I was a scholar, the county exempted me. Now I can lie in bed all my life, free from corvée. Isn't this a hard - won privilege?" 

Lu Hong, styled Haoran, was originally from Fanyang, Youzhou, and later his family moved to Luoyang. He was highly learned and good at writing in the ancient large - seal script. He lived in seclusion on Mount Song. In the early years of Emperor Xuanzong's Kaiyuan reign, he was twice invited with full - scale ceremonies but did not come. In the 5th year of the Kaiyuan era, the emperor issued an edict saying, "Lu Hong has the profound Dao of the Supreme Unity and the virtue of the mean. He delves deep into the subtleties and holds himself in high esteem. Although imperial edicts have been issued repeatedly, he always makes excuses and declines. This has made me look forward to his arrival with an open mind for several years now. While he maintains the integrity of a hermit, he fails to show the due respect like that of Kong Fufu. Is it that the court's reasons are at odds with his interests? Or does he simply indulge in the mountains and forests and is reluctant to return? There are important principles in etiquette, and the relationship between the sovereign and the subject cannot be neglected. Now the capital is not far away, and it won't be a hardship for him. The relevant officials should bring the gifts of silk and re - convey this message. I hope he will change his attitude and fulfill my wishes." 

When Lu Hong arrived in the Eastern Capital, he did not bow when presenting himself. The prime minister sent a communication officer to inquire about the situation, and he replied, "When etiquette is emphasized, it indicates the decline of loyalty and good faith. I dare to present myself with loyalty and good faith." The emperor summoned him to the inner palace and held a banquet for him. He was appointed as a remonstrant - advisor, but he firmly declined. The emperor then issued another edict, allowing him to return to the mountain, and granting him one hundred hu of rice and fifty bolts of silk annually, with the local government delivering them to his home. He was also required to report to the court on any gains and losses. Before he left, he was given clothes for reclusion, and the government built a thatched cottage for him. The emperor's favors and courtesy were extremely generous. After Lu Hong returned to the mountain, he expanded the study rooms and gathered up to five hundred disciples. When he died, the emperor granted ten thousand coins. The place where Lu Hong lived was self - titled "Ningji".  

Wu Yun, styled Zhenjie, was from Huayin, Huazhou. He was well - versed in the meanings of the classics and was good at writing beautiful essays. However, he failed in the imperial examinations. He was high - minded and upright, and couldn't bear the ups and downs of the times, so he left and lived in seclusion on Mount Yidi in Nanyang. 

In the early years of the Tianbao era, Wu Yun was summoned to the capital. He requested to be registered as a Taoist priest and then went to Mount Song to follow Pan Shizheng to study his techniques. He traveled south to Tiantai Mountain, watched the sea, and had a good time with famous scholars. His literary works were spread to the capital. Emperor Xuanzong sent an envoy to summon him to the Datong Hall. The emperor was very pleased after talking with him and ordered him to be on standby in the Hanlin Academy. Wu Yun presented three chapters of "Xuangang". The emperor once asked about the Dao, and Wu Yun replied, "Those who are profound in the Dao, there is nothing better than the five - thousand - character 'Laozi'. The rest are just a waste of paper." The emperor then asked about the methods of immortality and alchemy. Wu Yun replied, "These are matters for hermits, which take years to pursue. It is not suitable for the emperor to pay attention to them." Every time Wu Yun presented his views, they were all about moral teachings and worldly affairs, using subtle words to admonish the emperor, and the emperor valued him. The Buddhist monks were jealous of his favor with the emperor, and Gao Lishi had always respected Buddhism. They jointly spoke ill of Wu Yun in front of the emperor. Wu Yun also knew that chaos was about to come to the world and earnestly requested to return to Mount Song. The emperor issued an edict to build a Taoist temple for him. When An Lushan was about to start a rebellion, Wu Yun returned to Mount Maoshan. After the fall of the two capitals and the uprising of bandits in the Yangtze and Huaihe regions, he went east to Shanyin in Kuaiji. He died in the 13th year of the Dali era, and his disciples privately posthumously named him Mr. Zongyuan.  

At first, Xi Xi was disliked by Gao Lishi and was expelled, so his writings severely criticized Buddhism. Wu Yun was on good terms with Kong Chaofu and Li Bai, and their poems were of comparable quality. 

Pan Shizheng was from Zongcheng, Bei Prefecture. He lost his mother at a young age and lived in a shed by her tomb, becoming well - known for his filial piety. He became a Taoist under Wang Yuanzhi and learned his techniques, living in Xiaoyao Valley. When Emperor Gaozong visited the Eastern Capital, he summoned Pan Shizheng and asked what he needed. Pan Shizheng replied, "Tall pines and clear springs are what I need, and I already have an abundance of them." The emperor held him in high regard and issued an edict to build the Chongtang Taoist Temple next to his dwelling. When constructing the Fengtian Palace, the emperor also ordered to build a gate named Xianyou at the entrance of Xiaoyao Valley and another named Xunzhen in the north. At that time, the Imperial Music Bureau presented new music, and the emperor renamed them "Praying for Immortals", "Looking for Immortals" and "Yearning for Immortals Melody". Pan Shizheng died at the age of ninety - eight. He was posthumously granted the title of Grand Master of the Middle and given the posthumous name of Mr. Tixuan. 

There was also Liu Daohe, who lived on Mount Song with Pan Shizheng. The emperor built the Taiyi Taoist Temple at the place where he lived in seclusion and let him reside there. At that time, when the emperor was about to offer sacrifices to heaven on Mount Tai and the rain didn't stop, the emperor ordered Liu Daohe to perform incantations and prayers. Soon the weather cleared up, and then the emperor ordered him to rush to Mount Tai by post - horse to offer prayers for purification in advance. Whenever he got rewards, he would distribute them to the poor and didn't save anything.  

During the Xianheng era, he made pills for the emperor. After the pills were made, he died. Later, when the emperor was building a palace and relocated Liu Daohe's tomb, they opened his coffin and saw that his remains were split as if he had shed his shell like a cicada. When the emperor heard about this, he regretted and said, "He made pills for me but took them for himself and left." However, the remaining pills showed no other strange features.  

Sima Chengzhen, styled Ziwei, was from Wen County, Luozhou. He studied under Pan Shizheng and learned the techniques of fasting and breathing exercises, mastering them all. Pan Shizheng thought highly of him and said, "I've obtained the Zhengyi method from Tao Hongjing, and now it has been passed down to the fourth generation through you." Then Sima Chengzhen bid farewell and traveled around famous mountains, living in seclusion on Tiantai Mountain and rarely going out. Empress Wu once summoned him, but he left soon after. Emperor Ruizong then sent his elder brother Sima Chengyi to invite him. After he arrived, he was led into the Zhongye Court and the emperor asked about his techniques. He replied, "In the pursuit of the Dao, one should reduce day by day, reducing continuously until reaching non - action. Even if one constantly reduces what the mind and eyes perceive, it's still hard to stop. How much worse would it be to engage in heresies and increase mental concerns?" The emperor asked, "This is for self - cultivation. What about governing the country?" He replied, "The country is like the body. Therefore, if one allows the mind to wander in tranquility, harmonizes qi in serenity, and has no self - interest when interacting with things, the world will be well - governed." The emperor sighed and savored his words, saying, "These are the words of Guangchengzi!" He bestowed a precious zither and a shawl with cloud - like patterns on it, and sent Sima Chengzhen back.  

During the Kaiyuan era, Sima Chengzhen was summoned to the capital again. Emperor Xuanzong issued an edict to build an altar and a chamber on Wangwu Mountain for him to live in. He was good at seal and official scripts. The emperor ordered him to write the "Laozi" in three scripts and revise the text. The emperor also ordered Princess Yuzhen and the Minister of the Court of Imperial Entertainments, Wei Tao, to go to his residence, hold a sacrifice according to the Golden Register ritual, and bestowed generous gifts on him. He died at the age of eighty - nine, was posthumously granted the title of Silver - blue - robed Grand Master, and given the posthumous name of Mr. Zhenyi. The emperor personally wrote the inscription on his tombstone.  

Since Pan Shizheng, Liu Daohe, Sima Chengzhen and others had words that were as weird as those of alchemists, their absurd remarks are not recorded here. Only their general situations as hermits are presented.  

He Zhizhang, styled Jizhen, was from Yongxing, Yuezhou. He was open - minded and amiable, and good at conversation. He was on good terms with Lu Xiangxian, the son of his clan paternal aunt. Lu Xiangxian once said to others, "Jizhen is elegant and charming in his free and easy talks. If I don't see him for a single day, I'll start to feel mean - spirited."  

At the beginning of the Zhisheng era, He Zhizhang was promoted through the imperial examinations and the "Outstanding among the Masses" category. He was gradually promoted to the post of Grand Master of the Imperial House of Sacrifices. Zhang Yue served as the Director of the Office for Collating Books in the Lizheng Hall. He submitted a memorial recommending He Zhizhang, Xu Jian, and Zhao Dongxi to enter the office to compile books such as the "Six Codes," but they achieved no results for several years. In the 13th year of the Kaiyuan era, He Zhizhang was promoted to the position of Vice - Minister of Rites and also served as a scholar of the Jixian Academy. He expressed his gratitude for these two appointments on the same day. The prime minister Yuan Qianyao said to Zhang Yue, "Mr. He has received the honor of two appointments, which is quite a glorious thing. But which position is better, the scholar or the vice - minister?" Zhang Yue said, "The vice - minister is selected from the literati, but in essence, it's just a regular official position; while a scholar should embody the ways of the former kings and be capable of writing profound and systematic works. That's the difference between them." Emperor Xuanzong personally wrote an eulogy and bestowed it on He Zhizhang. He was then promoted to the position of Deputy Administrator of the Eastern Palace and served as a tutor to the crown prince.  

When Prince Shen passed away, an imperial edict was issued to select mourners. However, He Zhizhang made unfair selections. The sons of those with hereditary privileges raised a ruckus that couldn't be stopped. He Zhizhang climbed over the wall to show himself and settle the matter, which made people mock him. As a result, he was transferred to the Ministry of Works. When Emperor Suzong was the crown prince, He Zhizhang was promoted to be an attendant guest and was appointed as the Director of the Imperial Library. Meanwhile, Xue Lingzhi, a left - courtier, also served as a tutor to the crown prince. At that time, the officials in the Eastern Palace hadn't been promoted for years. Xue Lingzhi wrote on the wall, complaining about the meager treatment. When the emperor saw it, he added the words "Let him do as he pleases." Then Xue Lingzhi quit his official post and walked back to his hometown.  

In his later years, He Zhizhang became even more unrestrained and dissipated. He roamed and frolicked in the alleys, and styled himself "The Madman of Siming" and "The Honorary Director of the Imperial Library." Every time he got drunk, he would compose verses and write non - stop. All his works were quite good, and he never revised them. He was good at cursive and official scripts. Those who were interested would bring writing brushes and inkstones to him. If he was in a good mood, he wouldn't refuse. However, he would only write a dozen characters on the paper, and these were regarded as treasures by people in the world.  

At the beginning of the Tianbao era, He Zhizhang fell ill and had a dream that he wandered in the imperial palace. After several days, he woke up. Then he requested to become a Taoist priest and return to his hometown. The emperor issued an edict to approve his request, and he lived in his former residence which was converted into the Qianqiu Temple. He also asked for several hectares of Zhougong Lake to be used as a release - pool for living creatures. An edict was issued to grant him a section of Lake Jing and the Shanchuan River. When he was about to leave, the emperor presented him with a poem, and the crown prince and all the officials saw him off at a farewell party. His son, Sengzi, was promoted to be the Military Advisor of Kuaiji Commandery and was given a red robe and a fish - shaped badge. He was allowed to take care of his father. His younger son was also permitted to become a Taoist priest. He Zhizhang died at the age of eighty - six. At the beginning of the Qianyuan era during Emperor Suzong's reign, because of their long - standing friendship, he was posthumously granted the title of Minister of Rites.  

Xue Lingzhi was from Changxi. Emperor Suzong also summoned him out of old kindness, but Xue Lingzhi had already passed away. 

Qin Xi, styled Gongxu, was from Kuaiji, Yuezhou. At the end of the Tianbao era, he fled to the Shanchuan River to avoid the chaos. Xue Jianxun, the military governor of the northern capital, recommended him to be the storehouse - clerk of the Right Guard Commandery, but he declined. He became a sojourner in Quanzhou. There was a Jiuri Mountain in Nan'an, with more than a hundred large pine trees, which were said to have been planted in the Eastern Jin Dynasty. Qin Xi built a cottage on the mountain, carved a stone into an inkstone, and annotated the "Laozi." He didn't leave the mountain for years. Xue Bo, the prefect, visited him several times and sent him mutton and wine on festivals, but Qin Xi never went to the city gate. When Jiang Gongfu was banished, once he met Qin Xi, he couldn't leave for a whole day. He built a house near Qin Xi's and forgot the pain of being exiled. After Jiang Gongfu died, his wife and children were far away, so Qin Xi buried him at the foot of the mountain. Zhang Jianfeng heard that he couldn't be invited, so he requested to confer the honorary title of proof - reader on him.  

He was on good terms with Liu Changqing and exchanged poems with him. Quan Deyu said, "Liu Changqing regarded himself as an impregnable wall in the field of five - character poetry, while Qin Xi attacked him with a small but elite force. He became even more valiant with age." Later, he went east across Moling and died at the age of over eighty. The people of Nan'an missed him and built a pavilion for him, naming the mountain Gaoshi Peak.  

Zhang Zhihe, styled Zitong, was from Jinhua, Wuzhou. His original name was Guiling. His father, Zhang Youchao, was well - versed in the works of Zhuangzi and Liezi and wrote essays such as "Xiangwang" and "Baimazheng" to support his theories. His mother dreamed of a maple tree growing on her abdomen and then gave birth to Zhang Zhihe. At the age of sixteen, he passed the imperial examination for Confucian classics. He presented strategies to Emperor Suzong and was especially appreciated and valued. He was ordered to wait for imperial summons in the Hanlin Academy and was appointed as a clerk in the Left Jinwu Guard Commandery, and was then given his current name. Later, he was implicated in a case and was demoted to be the magistrate of Nanpu. When the amnesty came, he returned. Since his parents had passed away, he no longer served as an official and lived by the rivers and lakes, calling himself the Angler on the Misty Waves. He wrote the "Xuanzhenzi" and also used this as his self - title. There was a man named Wei Yi who wrote an "Internal Explanation" for it. Zhang Zhihe also wrote fifteen chapters of the "Taiyi", with 365 hexagrams in it.  

His elder brother, Zhang Heling, was afraid that he would seclude himself and never return. So he built a house for him in the eastern suburb of Yuezhou. The roof was thatched with wild grass, and the rafters and beams were made without using axes. He used a leopard - skin mat and a palm - fiber blanket. Every time he went fishing, he didn't put any bait on the hook, as his aim was not at the fish. When the county magistrate asked him to dredge the canal, he took up the spade without showing any resentment. He once wanted to make a robe from coarse cloth. His sister - in - law wove the cloth herself. After it was made, he wore it and didn't take it off even in hot weather.  

Chen Shaoyou, the observation commissioner, went to visit him and stayed the whole day. He memorialized to have Zhang Zhihe's residence named Xuanzhenfang. Because the gate was narrow, he bought land to widen the entrance, naming it Huixuan Alley. Previously, there was a stream blocking the way in front of the door without a bridge, so Chen Shaoyou built one, and people called it Dafu Bridge. The emperor once bestowed a male and a female servant on Zhang Zhihe. He paired them as husband and wife, naming them Yutong and Qiaoqing.  

Lu Yu once asked, "Who are the people you associate with?" Zhang Zhihe replied, "I take the vast void as my chamber and the bright moon as my candle. I live together with people from all over the world and have never felt separated from them. How can there be a concept of coming and going?" When Yan Zhenqing was the prefect of Huzhou, Zhang Zhihe came to visit him. Yan Zhenqing thought the boat was shabby and leaky and proposed to replace it. Zhang Zhihe said, "I'd like to live on a floating house and travel between the Tiaoxi and Zhaxijiang Rivers." He was always so quick - witted in debates.  

He was good at painting landscapes. When he was drunk, he might beat the drum or play the flute, and then he would dip his brush in ink and finish a painting right away. He once wrote the "Fisherman's Songs". Emperor Xianzong wanted to get the songs after having his portrait painted, but he failed. Li Deyu said of Zhang Zhihe that "he was well - known in seclusion and had no worldly concerns when in the limelight. He was neither in extreme poverty nor in high position, comparable to Yan Guang."  

Sun Shurui was from Shanyin, Yuezhou. He was the eighth - generation descendant of Sun Xiuyuan, the palace attendant in the Liang Dynasty. His great - grandfather, Sun Deshao, served Dou Jiande as the deputy director of the Secretariat. He once drafted a proclamation slandering Emperor Taizong. After the rebels were pacified, he was captured and taken to the Sishui Tower. Emperor Taizong scolded him, "What do you mean by slandering me in the proclamation?" He replied, "A dog barks at those who are not its master." The emperor was angry and said, "Is the rebel your master?" Then he ordered strong men to throw him down from the tower. His great - grandfather, Sun Changyu, styled Guangcheng, ranked high in the imperial examination during the Zhenguan period. He successively served as the military adviser of Weizhou and was known for his good governance. The emperor didn't appoint a prefect for Weizhou because of him. After three years of governance, he received an imperial letter of praise and was promoted to be the director of the Food Department. His grandfather, Sun Zushun, styled Fengxian, served as a censor. Due to being implicated in a case, he was demoted to be the magistrate of Chengwu. Pheasants were tamed in the court of his yamen.  

In his youth, Sun Shurui, his elder brother Sun Chongfu, and his younger brother Sun Kerang were all extremely filial. After their parents passed away, they lived in seclusion in the Songshan Mountains together. Sun Shurui was fond of learning by nature. During the Dali period, Liu Yan recommended him to Emperor Daizong. He was summoned to serve as an assistant musician in the Court of Imperial Sacrifices and was repeatedly promoted to be the deputy director of the Department of Merit Records and a compiler in the Historiography Institute. Every time Sun Shurui was promoted, he would go to the court to express his gratitude. Soon after, he would resign due to illness and return home, and this became a common practice. 

When Emperor Dezong ascended the throne, Sun Shurui was appointed as a remonstrant official. The emperor ordered Zhao Huibo, the governor of Henan, to bring the imperial edict and silk gifts, and invite him with full courtesy. After he arrived, he had an audience with the emperor in a side - hall. The emperor granted him a mansion, stabled horses, and also appointed him as a tutor to the crown prince. He firmly declined, but his request was not approved. After a long time, he was transferred to be the deputy supervisor of the Imperial Library and concurrently the deputy administrator of the Eastern Palace, and still served as a compiler in the Historiography Institute. Sun Shurui re - arranged the "Geographical Records" with the most detailed account from beginning to end. He was modest and yielding, and never offended others. Even at gatherings with relatives and friends, he would remain solemn and silent all day long, which made people in awe of him. He held the same position as Linghu Huan. Linghu Huan often insulted him, but he never retaliated. He was regarded as a worthy and kind person at that time.  

In the fourth year of the Zhenyuan era, the emperor felt extremely sorrowful when thinking about the Pingliang Incident. Because Sun Shurui was sincere and honest, the emperor sent him with sacrificial utensils to offer a sacrifice on behalf of the imperial edict. He also requested to resign due to illness, and it took a long time for his request to be approved. He returned to his hometown as an honorary official of the crown prince and was given fifty bolts of silk and a set of clothes. According to the old rule, retired officials were not provided with official post - horses, but the emperor specially ordered that he be provided with them. He passed away at the age of seventy - one and was posthumously awarded the title of Minister of Works.  

His son, Sun Minxing, styled Zhizhi, passed the imperial examination in the early Yuanhe period. Lü Yuanying, the military governor of Yue'e, recommended him to serve in the governor's office. When Lü Yuanying was transferred to the Eastern Capital and Hezhong, Sun Minxing moved with the office. He was summoned to the court to serve as a right remonstrant and was promoted four times to be the director of the Department of Merit Records, a scholar in the Hall of Assembled Worthies, and a remonstrant official. When Li Jiang was killed, the incident was actually instigated by the supervisor of the army, Yang Shuyuan. At that time, no one dared to speak up, but Sun Minxing wrote a memorial to the emperor to strongly condemn him, and Yang Shuyuan was then punished. As the son of a well - known official, he was virtuous and pure in his youth. After entering officialdom, he could associate with the outstanding figures of the time and was well - known for a while, but his noble conduct was not as good as his father's. He passed away at the age of thirty - nine and was posthumously awarded the title of deputy minister of Works.  

Lu Yu, styled Hongjian, also named Ji, and styled Jici, was a native of Jingling, Fuzhou. No one knew who his parents were. Some said that a Buddhist monk found him by the riverside and raised him. When he grew up, he divined his fortune with the "Book of Changes" and got the hexagram "Jian" changing to "Jian". It said, "The wild goose lands on the shore, and its feathers can be used for ceremony." So he took "Lu" as his surname and named himself and gave himself a style name accordingly. 

In his childhood, his master taught him to write in an exotic script. He replied, "I have few brothers and will have no descendants. Can this be considered filial piety?" The master got angry and made him do menial tasks such as cleaning up manure and plastering walls to punish him. He was also made to herd thirty cows. Lu Yu secretly used bamboo to write characters on the cows' backs. Once he got Zhang Heng's "Ode to the Southern Capital" but couldn't read it. He sat upright, imitating other children mumbling as if he were reciting it from memory. The master confined him and ordered him to weed the grass. When he was trying to remember the words, he looked so lost - minded as if he had lost something. If he didn't finish his tasks for days, the supervisor would whip him severely. He then sighed, "Time is passing by. Why can't I learn to read!" Overwhelmed with sobs, he ran away and hid himself among the actors, creating thousands of words of humorous and satirical remarks.  

During the Tianbao period, there was a community feast in the prefecture. The officials appointed Lu Yu as the instructor of the actors. When the prefect Li Qiwu saw him, he thought Lu Yu was extraordinary and taught him knowledge. Then Lu Yu built a hut on Huomen Mountain. He was ugly in appearance, stuttered but was eloquent. When he heard of others' good deeds, he felt as if they were his own. When he saw someone making mistakes, he would admonish them severely, sometimes offending people. When he was with friends in a leisurely gathering, he would leave as soon as he wanted to do something, which made people think he was often angry. When he made an appointment with others, he would not avoid rain, snow, tigers or wolves. In the early Shangyuan period, he further went into seclusion by Tiaoxi River and called himself the Old Man of Mulberry and Ramie. He stayed at home writing books. Sometimes he would walk alone in the wild, reciting poems and hitting pieces of wood. When he was in a melancholy mood, he might cry loudly and return home. So people at that time regarded him as the modern Jieyu. After a long time, he was summoned by the imperial edict to serve as a scholar for the crown prince and then transferred to be a grand master of sacrifices in the Court of Imperial Sacrifices, but he did not take up the positions. He passed away at the end of the Zhenyuan period.  

Lu Yu was fond of tea and wrote a three - chapter classic. It was particularly comprehensive in expounding the origin, methods, and tools of tea. As a result, people across the country came to know more about tea - drinking. At that time, tea - sellers even made pottery statues of Lu Yu and placed them beside the stove, worshiping him as the God of Tea. There was a man named Chang Boxiong who, based on Lu Yu's theory, further elaborated on the benefits of tea. When Li Jiqing, the imperial censor - in - chief, went to the Jiangnan region to comfort the people and stopped in Linhuai, he learned that Chang Boxiong was good at making tea and summoned him. Chang Boxiong held the tea - making utensils and stepped forward, and Li Jiqing raised his cup twice in response. When he reached the Jiangnan region, someone recommended Lu Yu to him. Lu Yu entered wearing rustic clothes and carrying tea - making tools. Li Jiqing didn't show him due courtesy, which made Lu Yu feel ashamed, so he wrote the "On the Disadvantages of Tea". After that, tea - drinking became a prevailing custom. At that time, when the Uyghurs came to the court, they began to drive horses to trade for tea.  

Cui Jin was a native of Chenggu, Liangzhou. He made a living by engaging in Confucian studies and working on the farm himself.  When he was old and had no son, he distributed his fields, houses, and properties to his servants and maids, enabling them to make a living on their own.  Then he and his wife retreated to the Southern Mountains.  They agreed to provide wine and food to the servants and maids when they passed by their cottage.  The couple enjoyed themselves by chanting and looking at each other. Zheng Yuqing, the military governor of the Western Circuit of the Shannan region, recruited him as a military advisor and earnestly urged him to take up the post.  Since he was not familiar with official affairs, Zheng Yuqing regarded him as an honest and kind - hearted person.  During the reign of Emperor Wenzong, Wang Zhifang, a left remonstrant who was from the same village as Cui Jin, submitted a memorial to discuss state affairs.  He was summoned to an informal audience in the palace.  When the emperor asked about reclusive talents, Wang Zhifang recommended Cui Jin for his noble conduct.  An imperial edict was issued to summon him as a courtier in charge of recording the emperor's daily activities, but he declined on the grounds of illness and did not come.  

Lu Guimeng, styled Luwang, was the seventh - generation descendant of Lu Yuanfang. His father, Lu Binyu, served as a palace censor with his literary talent. In his youth, Lu Guimeng was unrestrained and well - read. He understood the general principles of the "Six Classics" and was especially well - versed in the "Spring and Autumn Annals". He took the imperial examination but failed once. Then he went to accompany Zhang Tuan, the governor of Huzhou. As Zhang Tuan served successively in Huzhou and Suzhou, he recruited Lu Guimeng to assist him. Once Lu Guimeng went to Raozhou and didn't visit anyone for three days. The governor Cai Jing led the official subordinates to visit him. Lu Guimeng was unhappy and left angrily.  

He lived in Pulili, Songjiang, and wrote a great deal. Even when he was deeply worried or suffering from illness, and his savings were not enough for ten days, he didn't stop writing for a moment. After finishing an article, he would throw the manuscript into a trunk. Sometimes he wouldn't look at it for years, and it would be stolen by enthusiasts. When he got a book, he would read it thoroughly before copying it. He was very diligent in proofreading, always with red and yellow correction tools in hand. Although the number of books he collected was small, they were all excellent and worth passing down. When he borrowed books from others and found the volumes damaged or full of errors, he would surely edit, correct and revise them. He was glad to hear that others were learning and never got tired of discussing and lecturing.  

He had several hundred mu of fields and thirty rooms. The fields were in low - lying areas. When there was heavy rain, they would be connected with the river, so he often suffered from hunger. He carried a spade himself and worked on the fields ceaselessly. Some people mocked him for his toil, and he replied, "Yao and Shun were haggard, and Yu had calluses on his hands and feet. They are sages, and I'm just a commoner in coarse clothes. How dare I not work hard?" He was fond of tea and set up a tea garden at the foot of Mount Guzhu. Every year, he would collect the rented tea and judge its quality by himself. Zhang Youxin listed seven types of water in his "On Water". Among them, the second was the spring water from Huishan, the third was the well water from Tiger Hill, and the sixth was the water from Songjiang. Those who supported his hobby would fetch water for him even from a hundred li away. At first, he suffered from alcoholism and it took two years to recover. After that, when guests came, he would bring out the wine pot and set out the cups but no longer drink himself. He didn't like to associate with the common people and wouldn't even see those who came to visit him. He didn't ride a horse. Instead, he would set up a canopy and a mat on the boat, carry a bundle of books, a tea - stove, a pen holder, and fishing tackle and travel around. People at that time called him the Loose Man of the Rivers and Lakes. Some also called him the Son of Following Nature or the Gentleman of Pulili. He compared himself to the Old Man of Fu, the Fisherman, and the Old Gentleman by the River. The court summoned him as a refined scholar, but he didn't go. Li Wei and Lu Xie had always been on good terms with him. When they were in power, they summoned him to be a left remonstrant. Just as the imperial edict was issued, Lu Guimeng passed away. During the Guanghua period, Wei Zhuang submitted a memorial recommending Lu Guimeng and ten others including Meng Jiao, and they were all posthumously awarded the title of right remonstrant.  

The Lu family in Gusu had a huge rock at their gate. Lu Ji, their distant ancestor, once served as the governor of Yulin in the Kingdom of Wu. When he finished his term and returned home, he had no luggage, so the boat was too light to cross the sea. He picked up the rock to add weight. People praised his integrity and named it the "Yulin Rock". It was said that the family had kept it at their residence for generations.  
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