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Prologue
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Merlin Ambrosia came charging into the Observation Room of his Multiversal Research Centre. “The barriers have done what?” he asked in disbelief.

“Opened,” Daisy Turtledove said. “Or at least, they have in places.”

Merlin put his hands on his head and began wandering round, muttering to himself. Stopping by Lily Moose, he lowered his hands and said, “It’s impossible. What could have caused that?”

“No idea,” Lily shrugged, “but it’s going to cause chaos.”

Merlin nodded, letting out a big breath through his nose. “Well, we need to know what caused it to happen before we can do anything about it. How many parallel Earths are involved?”

Lily turned to him. “At least four.”

Merlin breathed in heavily, let it out, then carried on pacing round the room. Periwinkle Bandicoot and Delphinium Okapi came in as he did so. Merlin saw them, stopped, and said, “Right. We need to organize teams for each planet. They need to try to minimize the damage.”

“I’ll sort that,” Periwinkle offered.

“Good. You help him, Delphinium,” Merlin said. 

“How do we find out what’s happened?” Daisy asked him.

Scratching his chin, Merlin thought about that before answering. He then raised his violet eyebrows and said, “You and Lily had better contact my team of young humans. They may be able to find out for us.”

“We’ll go now,” Daisy said, and she and Lily immediately dematerialized ... then immediately rematerialized, looking extremely puzzled.

Merlin frowned at them. “Problem?”

Daisy and Lily looked at one another ... 

Turning back to Merlin, Daisy said, “We can’t jump out of the Research Centre.”

Merlin stared at her blankly for a long moment before saying, “That complicates things.”
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1 Yvette and Yves

[image: ]


A few weeks before Merlin and his friends discovered that the barriers between the parallel Earths had opened, Merlin had invited his team of seven young humans – the Terran Team, as they’d become known – to go on another mission for him. Kitty, Sam, Toby, and Jemima had agreed to go, but Lizzie, Luke, and Jessica opted to stay at home. As it turned out, Kitty’s team ended up in a rogue universe, so Lizzie, Luke, and Jessica had to rescue them. They spent several days there, but they did escape and, as always, returned home at the same moment they’d left. A few days after their safe return from that unexpected and scary adventure, Merlin asked the seven of them to help with a further problem on Avalonia, a parallel Earth. They’d have liked more time to recover from the gruelling and horrendously terrifying days they’d spent in the rogue universe, but this was a chance to go back to Avalonia and see the elf friends that they’d made on their first visit.

A week after the Avalonia problem was solved, with the Terran Team safely back home and enjoying their normal lives once more, Merlin jumped to Gaea, a parallel Earth. He wanted to ask two former students of his multiversity – Yvette Leotard and her twin Yves – if they’d like to carry out the assignment that the Terran Team would have taken had they not ended up in the rogue universe. 

He met Yvette and Yves in Yvette’s Senior Space Cadet study at the Crow Academy of Space Science and Galactic Tourism on a bright September morning. Yvette was slightly built with long blonde hair; she was wearing her Crow Academy Zozma Wing uniform: a yellow baseball cap, yellow leather jacket, yellow jeans, and white trainers, with a lion emblem on her cap and breast pocket. Yves was dressed like his sister and looked like her, apart from his hair, which was shorter, fairer, and scruffy. 

Once they’d got over the surprise of having Merlin materialize in front of them, they sat down.

Merlin then asked them if they’d like to go on a mission for him, without actually explaining what the mission would involve; he was good at leaving out minor details ... and sometimes major ones. 

“A mission, you say,” said Yves, liking the sound of that. “Will it be dangerous?”

“No, no. It’ll be a doddle,” Merlin assured him.

“Where would we need to g-go?” Yvette asked.

“Cafeteria,” Merlin said, then sat down smiling.

“That’s not a parallel Gaea, is it?” Yves said; he’d heard of it but didn’t know much about it.

Merlin shook his head. “No. It’s actually just inside the borders of a neighbouring sector of the Multiverse, the sector run by Sapphire, my counterpart, whom you met when you came to my multiversity. She’s asked me to help her as I’ve had experience with the kind of problem that’s cropped up.” 

“Isn’t that where G-Gloop comes from?” Yvette asked. Gloop was a chimp-like humanoid with an all-over covering of brown hair. When Yvette had seen her before, she’d been wearing dark blue trousers and a pale blue T-shirt.

Merlin smiled. “Yes. In fact, it’s Gloop sister I want you to see. She’s a very bright young person and has almost finished building a homemade jumping machine.”

“Wow!” Yvette and Yves said together, their eyes as big as doughnuts.

“Wow indeed,” Merlin grinned. “I’d like you to invite her here, to the Crow Academy, and check out what she’s done, to make sure her machine would be safe to use. I’ve cleared it with Claribel and Crispin Crow, who as you know, own the Academy. Oh, and Gloop has put her sister in the picture about my multiversity and things like that. Mind you, she knew that Gloop had been there. In fact, she was most put out when Gloop was asked to join Merlina’s team in the Inter-multiversity Contest held at my multiversity – she’d wanted to go.” 

Merlina was Merlin’s counterpart in a neighbouring sector of the Multiverse. She was obsessively jealous of Merlin and hatched a plan to discredit him. As part of her plan, she set up a contest involving several virtual worlds where the young contestants faced outrageously dangerous, life-threatening challenges without any safety protocols in place; she also threatened to wipe the memories of the losing team. The Terran Team foiled her. She was taken into custody, stripped of her position as head of a multiversity, and replaced by Sapphire.

Yves was frowning. “Wouldn’t it be better if you took her to your Research Centre and checked out her jumping-machine for yourself?”

Merlin raised his violet eyebrows, knowing that question was coming. “I can see why you might think that, but we find it’s better if we don’t get involved in that sort of thing. It’s partly why we train people like yourselves at my multiversity.”

The Leotard twins were still frowning, wondering why he was asking them. 

“What about Kitty Strange and her team? Don’t they usually do that k-kind of thing for you?” Yvette asked.

Merlin smiled. “That’s true. However, they’ve just returned from a terrifying and exhausting adventure and need a good long rest.” He carried on smiling at them for a moment and then said, “So, would you mind sorting Gora for me?”

“Gora?” Yves said, pulling a face.

“Yes. Gora.”

“Right,” Yves said, still pulling a face. “Who’s Gora?”

Merlin frowned for a moment. “Ah,” he said with a grin when the penny dropped. “Gloop’s sister!”

Yves grinned back. “Gotcha.”

“We’d love to,” Yvette said. “When do we l-leave?”

Merlin shrugged. “Now?”

Yvette and Yves nodded eagerly.
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Gloop received a message on her SSP: the Leotard twins were on their way. She wasn’t sure how her twin would react to Yvette and Yves, but she’d soon find out.

As soon as Yvette materialized, she gave Gloop a big smile, noticing that she was wearing a tangerine T-shirt and bottle-green shorts with a flowery pattern on them. Before either of them could say anything, Yves cut in with, “Bathroom. Quick!”

Gloop pointed to a door and Yves rushed through it. Turning to Yvette, she said, “Thank you for coming, Yvette. I’ll introduce you to Gora when Yves has recovered.”

“What about your p-parents?” Yvette checked.

“Don’t worry about them. They’re visiting my uncle.”

Yvette nodded, looking at the room. It was large and airy. The walls were white and the doors and window frames were made of dark wood. The floor was tiled in large, dark red slabs and, in places, covered with straw-coloured rush mats. Like the doors, the furniture was made of dark wood; it had a simple design with the seats and chairbacks covered in a padded yellow canvas.

Yves staggered back through, looking a bit pale. “Sorry about that. I’m okay now.”

“We’re ready, Gora!” Gloop called out.

At once, a girl the same size as Gloop came into the room. Her body hair was a darker brown than Gloop’s. She was wearing a lime-green T-shirt and lemon-yellow shorts with a floral design, as well as a disgruntled scowl on her face.

“This is Yvette and Yves,” Gloop said.

Gora gave the Leotard twins a sideways glance before muttering something that they took for “Hi,” although it could have been “Get lost!” for all they knew.

Gloop sighed in exasperation. “Gora! We’ve talked about this. They’re not here to stop you building your jumping machine; they’re here to help you make sure it’s safe.”

Gora’s scowl relaxed slowly and then she nodded once. “You’d better come through to my den,” she said, “but don’t touch anything.” 

Gloop drew a breath, giving her a dirty look.

“Please,” Gora added begrudgingly.

Walking into Gora’s den, Yvette and Yves saw a mess of hi-tech equipment strewn over every available surface, including the floor. Gora made a space on either side of a seat that stood in front of a console and pulled in a couple of chairs for the twins. Gloop stood to one side, perched on a table edge.

“What do you want to know?” Gora asked once the twins were seated.

It was at this point that Yvette wished Merlin had given them a fuller briefing. “Um, well ... can you show us your j-jumping machine?”

Gora rolled her eyes and pointed to what looked like a smartphone sitting in front of, and wired to, the console.

“Right,” said Yvette, wondering what to do next.

“Did you base it on Gloop’s SSP?” Yves asked.

Gora gave him a puzzled look. “What’s an SSP?”

“Oh. You probably call it a Multiversal Interactive Interface, or Mii for short.”

For the first time since they’d met her, Gora grinned, a self-satisfied grin but a grin, even so. “No. I adapted my SSP.”

Yvette was puzzled now. “Doesn’t that already come with a jumping programme?”

Scratching her head in bewilderment, Gora said, “No. We’re not allowed to jump around the Multiverse; that was Merlina’s rule. At the moment, only Sapphire and her friends can do that, but they are considering it for students of Sapphire’s Multiversity.”

“I see,” Yvette said. “So you thought you’d adapt your SSP so that you could make jumps. Is that it?”

Gora smirked and gave Yvette a single nod.

“But from what you were just saying, you won’t be allowed to use it, will you?” Yves asked.

“I was told that if it works, then I can use it under strict supervision.”

“From Sapphire or one of her friends?”

“Yes. They encourage us to experiment.”

“Actually, they’re incredibly impressed with what she’s done,” Gloop put in.

“I can see why,” Yvette said, pretty impressed herself. “Anyway, we’ve been asked to check out your jumping machine under controlled c-conditions.”

“Go on, then,” Gora shrugged, indicating her adapted SSP.

“Not here,” said Yvette. “You need to come with us to our world.”

Gora’s eyebrows – well, the place where her eyebrows would be if she had any – shot up in surprise. “You mean, you want me to jump with you to the planet you come from?”

“Yes.”

“Wicked!”

Yvette frowned, surprised that Gora didn’t object. “You’re happy to come with us? We’ll have to use my SSP.”

Gora was actually smiling. “You bet! Can we go now?”
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“Awesome!” Gora was looking out of a window in Yvette’s study on Gaea.

Yvette was smiling, remembering how exciting it was when she’d first jumped to an alien world in a different universe. “Time to test your jumping programme, Gora.”

“Okay,” she replied, joining Yvette at a console. Yves and Gloop stood behind them. “What do we have to do?” She’d lost her sulky attitude now and seemed like a different person, excited and eager to help.

“My SSP has already talked to yours and asked permission to analyse its programming,” Yvette explained.

“Cool.”

A few moments later, Yvette spoke: “Ah. It all seems in order. Would you like to display the j-jumping map, Gora?”

Gora did so at once.

“Good. The best way to test it is to programme a jump for Yves’s SSP. It’ll check and record the conditions where it ends up and then come back.”

“Where shall we send it?” Gora asked.

“We’d better pick somewhere on Gaea for starters.”

“Aw, come on,” said Gora. “Let’s try a multiversal jump. Your SSP says everything’s okay.”

Yvette pondered that. What Gora said was true, so perhaps a multiversal jump to somewhere safe and back should be fine. “Okay then. We’ll jump it to Earth, to the home of someone I know there.”

“Who?” Gloop asked.

Yvette turned to face her. “Kitty Strange.”

“Great idea,” Gloop grinned, remembering Kitty from her time at Merlin’s Multiversity.

“I’d better set the coordinates,” Yvette said, “and you’d better check them, Yves.”

Once Yvette had done that, with Gora watching everything she did with keen eyes, Yves had a look and, to be on the safe side, got his SSP to check the settings. “That seems to be correct,” he said.

“You do the honours, Gora. It’s your machine,” Yvette told her.

Without hesitation, Gora triggered the jump. Yves’s SSP vanished with a tiny pop, leaving a fading tan outline. They waited for it to rematerialize ... 

But it didn’t.

“Why’s it taking so long?” Yves wondered. “It was set for a thirty-second return. Do you mind if I check your SSP, Gora?”

“Go ahead,” Gora said with a shrug.

Yves picked up Gora’s SSP to see if anything obvious was wrong with it.

Gloop had noticed the room was growing gloomy. She crossed to the window to see why. It was unnaturally dark outside and seemed to be getting darker by the second. “Um, Yvette. We don’t seem to be where we were,” she said.

Everyone went over to join Gloop. Mystified and panicky looks spread across their faces as they took in the scene – it was now pitch-black outside.

Wh-What’s happened? Yvette asked the SSPs in four-way mode.

It would seem that it’s you who’ve jumped and not the recording device.

That explains why I felt a bit sick just now, Yves said.

But this isn’t Earth, surely? Yvette asked.

Indeed not.

So where are we? Yvette said.

I’m afraid we have no idea.
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2 Kitty and Sam
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Kitty Strange was at home with her younger sister, Sam. Minnie Bright from Aquaterra was with them; she was Sam’s age with long fair hair. 

A week before, at the end of their mission on Avalonia, the Terran Team – Kitty, Sam, and their brother Toby; Lizzie and Luke Charm; and the identical twins, Jemima and Jessica Updown – had been made Honorary Life Members of Merlin Ambrosia’s Multiversity. That entitled them, among other things, to have friends from parallel Earths visit them; or they could go to stay with the friends on their Earth parallels. Sam had seized the chance and invited Minnie to her house straight away. The amazing thing was, Merlin and his friends had set up a cover story for Minnie, so that Kitty and Sam’s mum and dad would think that she was an exchange student from another school. More amazing still was that no cover story was needed at Minnie’s end: she’d get back to her home at the same time she’d left.

Luke had decided that, as Minnie was on Earth, he might as well go to Aquaterra to see Rebecca Bright, Minnie’s redheaded big sister, which is where he was now. Like Minnie, he would return at the same moment he left. And while Luke was away, his sister Lizzie went to Merlin’s Multiversity where, as part of her Honorary Membership, she had a laboratory put at her disposal to research the origins of the Multiverse. She was allowed to invite helpers, so Japhet Mewsley from Aquaterra, a slim boy with light brown hair and a ready smile, was with her; Lizzie liked him – a lot. 

The remaining three members of the Terran Team – Toby and the Updown twins – were at the Updown’s house in Cambridge, working on a new computer game they were building. With them was green-skinned and feather-headed Regan Rook, who’d joined them from Pansauria at Jessica’s request. This was the first time that Regan had come to Earth. Her SSP had given her an image shield so she looked human; and it had given her a cover story so that Eric and Lottie Updown, Jemima and Jessica’s parents, thought she was a new friend of Jessica’s who’d come for the weekend to work on the game, which was true. 

***
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It was Saturday morning. Kitty was in her bedroom, getting ready to go out.

“Hurry up!” Sam called from downstairs. 

All three of them were going to a nearby stables where a friend of Kitty’s had agreed to let them ride her horse round the paddock. Minnie was used to riding kangabies, which were from Aquaterra and looked like a cross between a kangaroo and a mini T-rex, and was eager to try a horse.

“Won’t be a minute,” Kitty called back. She slipped into her yellow jeans and red crew-neck sweater, threw on her red trainers, and decided to wear a dark orange gilet as well. After giving her hair a quick brush, she rushed down the stairs.

Sam and Minnie were waiting in the hall. They were both wearing blue denim jackets over long-sleeved T-shirts (Sam’s green, Minnie’s white), jeans (blue in both cases), and trainers (Sam’s green, Minnie’s white). 

“We’re ready to go, Mum,” Kitty called.

Mrs Strange didn’t reply.  

“Mum?”

“Can you come in here, Kitty?” Her mum’s voice sounded strained. 

A puzzled Kitty went through to the lounge, followed by Sam and Minnie.

Kitty gasped. “What the ...?”

“Are they f-friends of yours, Kitty?”

Two youngsters were standing in the centre of the room, shaking slightly and peering nervously at Mrs Strange. One of them was very pale and looked as if she was about to—

Freeze time! Kitty told her SSP.

Mrs Strange and the two strangers froze in mid-move, which stopped the girl from being sick all over the carpet.

“I’ll fetch a bowl,” Sam said, realizing, as Kitty did, who the two were.

Rushing back with the bowl, Sam said, “You’ll have to release time for these two, but keep Mum frozen.”

“I know,” Kitty said. “Get the bowl in place.”

“Do you know who they are?” Minnie asked.

“Yes,” Kitty nodded. Release them, she instructed her SSP.

The girl carried on throwing up. The boy boggled at the bowl, then at Kitty, then at Mrs Strange, standing there like a statue.

“You don’t know us,” Kitty told him, “but we know you. Please sit down. Sam will fetch your sister some water.”

The boy looked at Kitty, who indicated the sofa, and he took a step forward. He began to lose his balance and Kitty had to catch him and lead him across.

Minnie helped the girl to the sofa, by which time Sam had come back with a glass of water.

The girl looked up at Sam. “Thank you,” taking the glass and having a few swigs between shaky breaths.

“You’ll feel better soon,” Sam said.

Kitty, Sam, and Minnie sat themselves down. 

The boy pointed to the still-frozen Mrs Strange, pulling a really worried face, which made his sharp facial features even sharper, and raising his left eyebrow.

“She’s fine,” Kitty said. “I’ll try to explain, although how you two came to be here, I’ve no idea. You’re the Quart twins, Zachary and Zula.” That made Zachary and Zula start. “We met you on Gaea at the Crow Academy of Space Science and Galactic Tourism, where Zachary was a Senior Space Cadet in Sirius Wing, and by the look of your clothes, you still are.”

Zachary gave her a short nod.

“What do you mean, you met us on Gaea?” Zula said, looking slightly less pale now. She resembled her twin, but her mid-brown hair was much longer than his and her face rounder with high cheekbones. “Are you from another planet?” 

This was difficult. Kitty wasn’t sure, but she thought that Zachary and Zula hadn’t attended Merlin’s Multiversity, so they wouldn’t know about parallel universes and jumping; at least, they’d know of the theory behind it, but not the fact that parallel universes actually existed and that it was possible to travel between them. 

“I’m Kitty. I’m from Earth, and so is my sister, Sam.”

Sam gave Zula a small cheery wave.

“Minnie there is from Aquaterra.”

Minnie waved with a smile.

Kitty continued: “We’re all on Earth at the moment. In my house. In Oakham.”

Zachary and Zula, frowned at one another, running that through their minds.

“But we don’t remember taking a space flight,” Zachary said, his attention returning to Kitty.

“That’s because you didn’t take one,” Sam pointed out.

The Quart twins’ puzzled frowns deepened.

Kitty decided she’d have to try to explain how they got to her lounge, although she wasn’t certain about that herself. She spent the next fifteen minutes giving them the briefest of lowdowns on the Multiverse, on jumping between parallel universes, on jump sickness, on the parallel Earths she’d visited, on the problems she’d had on Gaea with Corbin and Cordelia Crow, and a lot more.

When she’d finished, she could tell that Zachary and Zula were struggling to get to grips with what they’d been told. Not surprising, really. For several moments, they began to say something, but decided against it.

“What puzzles me more than anything,” Kitty said, mainly to break the awkward silence, “is how you ended up here. What was the last thing you remember when on Gaea?”

Zula looked at her twin. “Didn’t we go to find Yvette and Yves in Yvette’s study, Zach?”

Zach thought about that. “Yeah. Yeah, we did!”

“Yvette and Yves Leotard?” Kitty asked, thinking that’s who they must mean.

“Yes,” Zula said. “Do you know them?”

Kitty smiled. “We know them well. They were with us at Merlin’s Multiversity.”

“Wow!” Zach grinned. “Yvette’s always going on about parallel universes, and she knew they were real all the time!”

“So did you find them?” Sam put in. “In Yvette’s study, I mean.”

The pained looks on the Quart twins’ faces suggested they were struggling to remember what had happened. Then Zula gasped. “No! No, we knocked on the door and there was no reply, which was odd because we’d arranged to meet them there.”

“Yeah, that’s it,” Zach carried on. “The door was ajar. We had a peek inside, called out, got no reply, so we took a step into the study ... and then ... That’s it! I saw a V-tab on a desk and I went to pick it up!”

“And then I was here feeling really sick,” Zula finished.

“Well, that is odd,” Kitty said.

“Yeah, but how do we get back?” Zach wondered.

Kitty began nibbling her lip while she thought about that. 

“We could jump them,” Sam suggested.

“Mmm. I don’t know, Sam,” Kitty said. “Given what’s happened, it might be risky.”

“Let’s ask Merlin, then,” said Minnie.

“My thoughts exactly,” Kitty grinned. Hi, she said to her SSP. Can you contact Merlin?

No. We’ve been trying since the two youngsters from Gaea appeared, but with no success.

Bats!

Indeed.

“Problem?” Zula asked. Neither she nor Zach could hear what Kitty was asking her SSP in her mind, but they could read her face.

“Things have just got a whole lot more complicated. I’ll let my friends know what’s happened, and then I think we’ll have to jump you back to Gaea so we can investigate Yvette’s study.”

Zula and Zach gave Kitty sad smiles, but in truth were quite relieved.
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3 Zach and Zula
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Then an even more worrying development occurred: Kitty was unable to contact Lizzie. She could get through to Toby, the Updown twins, and Regan, so she put them in the picture. They promised to see what they could do while Kitty went to Gaea to look for clues.

“Are we all ready to go?” Kitty asked.

“What about your mum?” Zach said.

Kitty smiled at him. “You won’t believe this, but we’ll come back just before you first appeared and carry on as normal. She won’t know what’s happened.”

Zach stared at her in disbelief and then shrugged. “If you say so.”

“Will I be sick again?” Zula wanted to know.

Sam gave her an understanding look. “It’s impossible to say, Zula. We’re usually okay now, but it catches us out sometimes.”

“Oh, great,” Zula muttered.

***
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Kitty had set the jump coordinates to Zach’s study in Sirius Wing, partly because no one would be there and partly because she didn’t want to jump blind into Yvette’s study in Zozma Wing: whatever had gone wrong, the study seemed to be the source of it.

The jump felt odd, as if it had taken place in several steps. Kitty mentioned this to the SSPs and was told they’d have to look into it. Glancing at Zach and Zula, she saw them standing there expecting to be jump sick, by the look of it; they both wobbled a little, but nothing else happened and they each gave her a small smile. 

Zach led them out of his study and across to the entrance hall of Zozma Wing. A few people said “Hi” to Zach and Zula as they passed by, and younger Space Cadets saluted; some gave Kitty, Sam, and Minnie sideways looks, but no one said anything about the three oddly-dressed students.

They were soon standing outside the study door. It was ajar, as it had been when Zach and Zula arrived there a while ago.

“After you,” Zach said to Kitty.

Kitty laughed. “Don’t want a quick return trip, then?”

“No,” Zach said, firmly.

In fact, Kitty was already scanning the study. Nothing appeared to be amiss. She eased open the door and stepped through. Sam and Minnie followed her. 

“Come on you two,” Sam said to the Quart twins, who were still waiting outside. “It’s fine.”

Zach and Zula came in cautiously with tense faces, one step at a time. Once they were in fully, they relaxed a little and joined Kitty by Yvette’s computer console.

“Do you recognize this?” Kitty asked them, pointing to what looked like a smartphone on the desk.

Zula peered at the SSP for a moment. “It’s the V-tab I was going to pick up before we were jumped to your lounge. There’s nothing special about it – all students here have one.”

“Better not touch it,” Sam warned.

“No chance. I’ll get my SSP to run a check on it,” Kitty said. “Won’t take long ...”

A few moments later, Kitty said, “Well, that’s very interesting. It belongs to Yves. Someone called Gora programmed it to jump to my house and return after thirty seconds.”

“And it seems that it did,” Minnie said, rather puzzled. 

“Or perhaps it never left,” Sam suggested. “Perhaps Zach and Zula went instead.”

“Hang on, I’m getting more information from my SSP,” Kitty cut in ... “That’s even more interesting. It’s actually an SSP in disguise – that’s because Yvette and Yves are ex-multiversity students ... No way! It did jump to my house but not directly: it went through my parallel homes on Gaea, Terraqua, and Aquaterra!”

“I didn’t know we had parallel homes anywhere besides Aquaterra,” Sam said, very surprised.

“Nor did I,” Kitty frowned. “There’s more: it came back here after thirty seconds, like it was supposed to.”

“Does it know what happened to Yves and Yvette?” Zula asked.

“No, but ...” Kitty gasped. “They were in here with Gora and her sister!”

“So?” Sam said, wondering how that was interesting.

Kitty looked at her. “Gora’s sister is called Gloop!” 

Sam and Minnie both opened their eyes and mouths wide. “Wow!” they said together.

“Who’s Gloop?” Zach asked, feeling he was missing something here.

“Someone we know from our time at multiversity,” Kitty told him. “She lives on a planet called Cafeteria, but it’s not a parallel Earth or Gaea. She looks like us but
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