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"You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think." — A. A. Milne, author of Winnie the Pooh
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​Prologue
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This is a true story—one that touches the heart.
Jack and Luca are two mixed-breed puppies who were abandoned and lived on the streets. They endured hunger, cold, and many difficult moments... but they never lost hope. They always dreamed of finding a home again.

In this book, I share their journey. Through their adventures, children will learn about empathy, gratitude, the importance of helping others, and how happiness can be found even when you have very little. It shows the value of being resilient.

Jack and Luca teach us that small acts of kindness can change lives—and that when feelings are expressed with love, they make the world a better place.
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Part One
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A long time ago, in a place not too far from where you live, a cruel man abandoned two little dogs.

Let me tell you what happened to them.

It was a cold and rainy morning when, all of a sudden, the loud roar of an old pickup truck broke the silence. It came to a screeching halt in the middle of the avenue.

The door swung open and, without an ounce of mercy, two young mixed-breed puppies were thrown out.
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They were brothers.

One of the puppies was taller and slimmer, with an agile, strong body. His fur was a warm reddish color with little white paws, and the pads on his feet were thick and sturdy.
He had the sweetest, kindest little face, and was an incredibly affectionate pup.
At first glance, he looked just like a tiny fawn.
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His name was Jack

[image: ]His brother, on the other hand, barked all the time.
He always seemed a little grumpy, as if he were upset with the world.
His fur was the color of a peanut—soft, golden yellow.
His name was Luca.

No sooner had they been thrown out than the truck roared back to life and sped off into the distance, leaving the two little puppies all alone, with no idea what to do.

The brothers were very, very scared.
Trembling with fear, they ran back and forth, completely disoriented.
All day long, they wandered through the streets, running from one place to another, while other dogs gave them nasty looks, frightened them, and some even hurt them.
They couldn’t find a safe place to hide.
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They felt so sad.
They didn’t understand why their owners were no longer with them.
They wanted to go back home—but they didn’t know how.
They spent the entire day without eating, shivering from the cold, and filled with fear.
When night fell, everything became darker and quieter... and that made them even more afraid.

Luca, the older one, was brave and always looked out for his brother.
He tried to cheer Jack up, who was feeling very sad.
“Don’t worry, Jack. We’re going to find our home again,” he said with a strong, confident voice.
But Jack simply lowered his head and let the tears roll down his little face.

“Did we do something wrong, Luca? Is that why they left us here?” Jack asked softly.
Luca didn’t have any answers, but he wanted to protect his brother and give him hope.

The night was cold and dark, and the two puppies were exhausted.
They snuggled up tightly to keep warm, and little by little, they fell asleep beneath an old abandoned car.
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The next day, Luca—who had become the leader—spotted a house with a tall fence.

He realized they could slip underneath it to take shelter from the other dogs that wanted to hurt them.
And that’s exactly what they did.[image: ]

“We’ll be safe here, Jack,” Luca whispered as they slipped under the fence.

Every day, they went out in search of food and their former owners. And whenever someone tried to hurt them, they ran back to that house and crawled beneath the fence to take shelter.

The man who lived there never got upset with them. On the contrary, he let them stay—and without even realizing it, they began to guard his home.

Still, he didn’t always give them food, nor did he pay much attention to them.
So the puppies had to go out and find something to eat.
Even so, they were well-behaved and never knocked over the trash cans that neighbors left neatly on the sidewalks in front of their homes.

And so the season passed.

It was a rainy winter, and even though they had that little shelter, they often went hungry and thirsty —because they didn’t have a real home or someone to truly care for them.
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Not far from there lived a man named Marcos, who loved animals and always tried to help them.

Every now and then, he would bring the puppies some food and a few bones to chew on.
He couldn’t take them home, though, because he already had many dogs he had rescued from the streets.
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But to Jack and Luca, those little bones tasted like a feast.
Sometimes they went days without eating anything, so when Marcos brought them food, it felt like a blessing.

Although Luca was the leader, he
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