

    
        
          James Locker The Duality of Fate

        

        
        
          Martin Lundqvist

        

        
          Published by Martin Lundqvist, 2018.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      JAMES LOCKER THE DUALITY OF FATE

    

    
      First edition. July 20, 2018.

      Copyright © 2018 Martin Lundqvist.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 978-1386246503

    

    
    
      Written by Martin Lundqvist.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Martin Lundqvist

	    

      
	    
          
	      10 Cuentos

          
        
          
	          10 Cuentos vol 1

          
        
          
	          10 Cuentos vol 2

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      10 Kortnoveller

          
        
          
	          10 kortnoveller volym 1

          
        
          
	          10 Kortnoveller volym 2

          
        
          
	          10 Kortnoveller volym 3

          
        
          
	          10 Kortnoveller volym 4

          
        
          
	          10 Kortnoveller volym 5

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      10 Short Stories

          
        
          
	          10 Short Stories Volume 1

          
        
          
	          10 Short Stories Volume 2

          
        
          
	          10 Short Stories Volume 3

          
        
          
	          10 Short Stories Volume 4

          
        
          
	          10 Short Stories Volume 5

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Den sanna Skaparens cykel

          
        
          
	          Monokelkonspirationen

          
        
          
	          Den sanna Skaparens ekon

          
        
          
	          Arvet

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Divine Space Gods

          
        
          
	          Divine Space Gods: Abraham's Follies

          
        
          
	          Divine Space Gods II: Revolution for Dummies

          
        
          
	          Divine Space Gods III: Rangda's Shenanigans

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Edenbedrägeriet

          
        
          
	          Det röda upproret

          
        
          
	          Den sista kristallen

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      El engaño del Edén

          
        
          
	          El Edén fabricado

          
        
          
	          La Rebelion Roja

          
        
          
	          El último cristal

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Jack Sten Hårdh

          
        
          
	          Jack Sten Hårdh och Tidsresenären

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      La Trilogica Divina Zetan

          
        
          
	          La Divina Disimulación

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sabina räddar framtiden

          
        
          
	          Sabinas jakt på den heliga graalen

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Sabina Saves the Future

          
        
          
	          Sabina's Pursuit of The Holy Grail

          
        
          
	          Sabina's Quest to Open the Portal in the Sun Pyramid

          
        
          
	          Sabina's Expedition to Stop the Apocalypse

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Space Gods

          
        
          
	          Abraham's Follies

          
        
          
	          Dead on Spacebook - How I Cancelled the Bronze Age Fools

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Banker Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Banker and The Dragon

          
        
          
	          The Banker and the Eagle: The End of Democracy

          
        
          
	          The Banker and the Empath

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Divine Zetan Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Divine Dissimulation

          
        
          
	          The Divine Sedition

          
        
          
	          The Divine Finalisation

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Monocle Conspiracy

          
        
          
	          The Monocle Conpiracy - The Hei Bai Disaster

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Zetan Chronicles

          
        
          
	          The Rise to Godhood

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      True Maker Cycle

          
        
          
	          The Monocle Conspiracy

          
        
          
	          Rangda's Chosen

          
        
          
	          Daughter of the True Maker

          
        
          
	          Echoes of the True Maker

          
        
          
	          The Inheritance

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Matt's Amazing Week

          
        
          
	          James Locker The Duality of Fate

          
        
          
	          The Portal in the Pyramid

          
        
          
	          Money Laundering in the Laundromat

          
        
          
	          Pyramidportalen

          
        
          
	          Matts Fantastiska Vecka

          
        
          
	          Divine Space Gods Trilogy

          
        
          
	          Sabina Saves the Future: Complete Trilogy

          
        
          
	          Diez Historias Aleatorias y Muy Cortas

          
        
          
	          Ten Random and Very Short Stories

          
        
          
	          10 zufällige Kurzgeschichten Volumen 1

          
        
          
	          Dieci Storie Casuali e Molto Brevi

          
        
          
	          Dix Histoires Aléatoires et Très Courtes

          
        
          
	          Cinco Historias Aleatorias y Muy Cortas

          
        
          
	          Five Random and Very Short Stories

          
        
          
	          The Fall of Martin Orchard

          
        
          
	          Masa Depan Putri Sabina

          
        
          
	          La Caída de Martin Orchard

          
        
          
	          El Banquero y el Dragón

          
        
          
	          The Divine Zetan Trilogy

          
        
          
	          A Sedição Divina

          
        
          
	          Dieci storie casuali e molto brevi.  Vol 2

          
        
          
	          Δέκα Τυχαίες και πολύ Σύντομες Ιστορίες Volume 2

          
        
          
	          The Coldvir-20 Killer

          
        
          
	          10 zufällige Kurzgeschichten Volumen 2

          
        
          
	          Förkylningsmördaren

          
        
          
	          The Banker Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Revenge of Blood-Red Rivers

          
        
          
	          Cha gặp mẹ con như thế nào và suyết chút làm tội phạm giết người

          
        
          
	          Der Fall Des Martin Orchard : Erweiterte Probe

          
        
          
	          The Adventures of Jack Stone-Hard

          
        
          
	          20 câu chuyện ngẫu nhiên

          
        
          
	          En australiensisk spions bisarra uppdrag.

          
        
          
	          50 Short Stories

          
        
          
	          50 kortnoveller

          
        
          
	          The Dating Mishaps of the Luckless Lawyer

          
        
          
	          The Adventures of Jack Stone-Hard

          
        
          
	          Một tuần thú vị của Matt.

          
        
          
	          Cổng trong Kim tự tháp

          
        
          
	          Kẻ giết người Coldvir-20

          
        
          
	          Những cuộc phiêu lưu trong mơ của Fiona
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	          Los percances de citas del abogado sin suerte

          
        
          
	          The Dating Mishaps of the Luckless Lawyer

          
        
          
	          Las peculiares misiones del mejor espía de Australia

          
        
          
	          The Peculiar Quests of Australia's Greatest Spy

          
        
          
	          Las maravillosas aventuras del extravagante chef espacial

          
        
          
	          The Marvellous Adventures of the Quirky Space Chef

          
        
          
	          Fiona's Dream Adventures

          
        
          
	          Las aventuras soñadas de Fiona

          
        
          
	          Die Dating-Pannen des glücklosen Anwalts

          
        
          
	          Les mésaventures de rencontre de l"avocat malchanceux

          
        
          
	          Os percalços no namoro do advogado sem sorte

          
        
          
	          Die Banker Trilogie

          
        
          
	          La trilogie des banquiers

          
        
          
	          A trilogia do banqueiro

          
        
          
	          La trilogía del banquero

          
        
          
	          Những cuộc hẹn hò của anh luật sư xui xẻo
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Chapter 1 Prologue 
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Crime Inspector James Locker was lying awake in his bed, sweating profusely. He had stopped taking his anti-depressants, which was necessary to feel anything at all and live a healthy life. James Locker was thinking about her, and he still could not comprehend what had happened that fateful day seven months ago.  James and Emily Luong had been in a massive fight. Why had they fought? His memory was so blurry so that he, in retrospect, could not understand it. She had left with $ 20,000 of their savings and a day later he had received a text message stating that she despised him and that she never wanted to see him again. Of course, he could have filed a police report with the stolen property department as she had stolen his money.  But he never did as money was not an issue for him, and his primary concern was to understand what had happened so he could avoid it happening again. James had loved Emily too much to report her to his colleagues and have her deported. He thought about calling her, but he did not.

Ironically, James’ career had improved a lot during the seven months that had passed. He had been able to solve some high-profile cases through his intelligence and dedication to his work. Walking in an emotional desert was apparently a good thing when it came to solving murder cases, and James had been promoted to the rank of police inspector a few months earlier and seemed to be in line to further promotions if the legendary Crime Detective Michael Fuller was to resign. That wasn’t likely to happen anytime soon, as Michael Fuller was nine years away from retirement, and Michael was a man who was living for his work. In this way, James had become very similar to Michael in the last year.

James Locker's nightstand clock showed 3 AM, and it was five hours to go before he and his colleagues and best friends Thomas Anderson and Adam Smith were bound to head to the airport for a month of travelling in Asia. Adam and Thomas had persuaded him to join them for a crazy month of travels, adventures, boozing, and banging. 

Adam Smith had put it like this: “Hey look, James, I know it’s been tough for you with this Emily thing, but it’s time to man up and meet some other girls. Let’s go to Asia, and hook you up with at least ten girls to build your self-esteem again”.  James smiled realising that his friends would probably pay some local talent to pretend to be genuinely interested in him and then sleep with him to build up his self-esteem.  

James decided to play along with his friends’ plan, as he believed that it could work better than psychologist sessions he had attended. If his friends, however, did not intend to pull this off, he would not visit prostitutes on his own. Not because he had any strong moral objections to paid sexual services, but merely because he was not very turned on by the concept. James Locker took a shower, made himself some breakfast and enjoyed it in front of the TV while waiting for his friends. Despite his insomnia, he felt relaxed knowing that he would probably fall asleep on the plane and thus have more energy than his friends once they reached the destination. The date was the 17th of July 2013. 
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Chapter 2 A Past Case Summarised 
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As three broken, but happy heroes James Locker, Adam Smith and Thomas Anderson came back to the police station a month later. To their great relief, the impressive Michael Fuller had solved another challenging, high-profile case while drinking whiskey in his bathtub. This would give them at least a few quiet days to recover before the heat started again. The police policy was rewarding the staff for solving a case quickly and correctly as this encouraged staff to work a lot of overtime in the critical first days of a murder case. Since the police department lacked the funds to give performance bonuses, the staff members were rewarded with the cases being divided equally between the different murder investigation teams. Since Michael Fuller was an incredibly dedicated detective, this usually meant they would have to work very hard for the first few days until the solution just magically popped into Michael Fuller's head, often while he was drinking whiskey in his bathtub. It was an internal joke in the department that if they gave Michael Fuller a bathtub and a whiskey bar in his office, he would never need to go home, and the rest of the staff would never need to go to work. This joke was of course not entirely accurate as it sometimes happened that James Locker solved a case or two. What was true was that Michael Fuller was an exceptional talent and that more than 90 per cent of the cases assigned to his team ended up with a conviction.

Michael Fuller greeted the talented trio:


-  Good day mates, great to see you all. Due to my brilliant brain, I solved another tricky case last Friday so this won't be the busiest return to work week for you. Let's go to the lunch room and have a chat about your holiday and my latest case!


They went into the lunch room, and each had a cookie. James Locker started the talking:


-  Hey, Michael, I can't get how you solved that last case so fast. From the media reporting, the case was very bizarre.


Thomas Anderson interrupted the conversation:


-  Sorry guys for not following the news while enjoying my life 8000 kilometres away, what was the case?


Michael Fuller


-  It was the Father Walker case; a senior Anglican priest was killed and found horribly mutilated.


Adam Smith


-  Yeah, we get those cases sometimes, what was the full story?


Michael Fuller


-  We found the priest tied to the altar. His genitals were first corroded away by boiling sulphuric acid, and then half his face was burnt away using a blow torch. After that, the numbers 666 were tattooed on his forehead, and finally, a sharpened crucifix was driven straight through his heart.


Thomas Anderson


-  That's psychotic, how did you solve it? Was it an escaped patient from a mental institution?


Michael Fuller


-  No, it wasn’t an escaped patient. You see this act took a lot of planning; firstly, the perpetrator would have to sedate the priest to get him tied up on the altar. Secondly getting all this equipment mentioned would be difficult for a person chased by the government and thirdly I got a feeling this case was very personal against this specific man and not just aimed at any priest.


James Locker


-  Yeah, I agree with all these claims, but I don't understand how you could get Agnes Montecristo so quickly. I mean, they had not met in seven years.


Michael Fuller


-  Because I am better than you are mate. I am more experienced, and I have a wealth of knowledge. You see, I am not only lying alone in my bathtub listening to classical music and drinking excellent Scotch. The bath and whiskey help my thinking, but to have a method of reflection a man also needs input from the outside. 

-  So, I read a lot, and I have probably read most of the literature related to my job as a crime detective.


James Locker


-  I see. What source of ancient wisdom did you apply this time?


Michael Fuller


-  I found the solution in the third amendment to the Anglican religious law written by the Archbishop Humphrey Godspeed during the witch hunts in 1734...

-  In this book, I found out that the murder resembled an execution method for a very particular horrible crime.


Adam Smith


-  So, the priest was a child molester? That seems like an old story these days.


Michael Fuller


-  Not exactly, the punishment was for a man who raped his sister and the outcome was a ‘demonic child’, IE a child suffering from incest-related diseases


James Locker


-  So, you found his sister then?


Michael Fuller:


-  Yes, but it was not easy since no sister existed in father Walkers family history. But I realised one thing, that the perpetrator must be a woman in father Walkers past. I asked the church administrator for the names of formerly devout churchgoers who suddenly stopped going. That how Agnes Montecristo's name came up.  After checking the registry, she indeed had a daughter born approximately nine months after she stopped going to church. These events took place, seven years ago.


Adam Smith:


-  So how did you proceed?


Michael Fuller


-  I just confronted her with what I knew, and as I expected, she broke down immediately. But don't worry even if she changes her mind, we have a lot of evidence against her now! If you are interested, you can read about in the report when it's time for her trial.


James Locker:


-  I am sure I will, but until then I just have one question, why did she act the way she did?


Michael Fuller:


-  Well. She was very religious, and abortion was out of the question. So, to protect her unborn baby from the truth, she left and kept the secret to herself. She did well; she moved to the USA and set up a religious bookshop, which was flourishing. All of this changed a year ago when her daughter got sick, and the hospital deemed that it was due to incest-related diseases. The social services took custody of her child, and this shattered her life. She decided to go back to Australia and get revenge on the man who ruined her life.


Thomas Anderson: 


-  A truly tragic and scary story


Adam Smith:


-  Indeed, but let’s now focus on something genuinely uplifting instead: Let us tell you the great story of our wonderful month in Asia!
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Chapter 3 An Awesome Month in Asia. 
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Since the group was not very busy, they went out to buy some coffee at the local coffee shop and then brought it back to Michael's office to chat about their holiday. Unfortunately, Adam managed to turn on the microphone to the intercom which led to the rest of the Central Sydney Murder Investigation Department hearing their conversation.

Thomas Anderson:


-  Woo, how strange this coffee tastes? I can’t remember when I last had a non-alcoholic drink, apart from water that is.


Michael Fuller


-  So, you did not drink coffee at all in Asia? The caffeine withdrawal must have been killing you?


Thomas Anderson:


-  We drank heaps of coffees boss, just that all the coffees were of the Irish variety

-  The problem with drinking Irish coffee in Thailand, however, is that you must get it mixed with the local Thai Whiskey which has a rancid taste. But since they charge an arm and a leg for real Scotch, we just had to suck it up and drink it anyway. The effect is the same, and after a few drinks your tastebuds numb off, and it all tastes the same.


Michael Fuller:


-  Yeah, so say the aboriginal goon drinkers as well. But I am a well-paid man with sophisticated taste, so I only drink whiskeys that come at around $100 a litre.


Adam Smith:


-  Oh anyway, the lousy whiskey had an impressive effect on James who managed to outperform even the highly set hunting goals we had in mind for him. For the first time since Emily came into his life, he was the pickup artist we all know he can be.


Michael Fuller:


-  Hunting goals? Let me get this straight. You guys set up a goal for how many women James should have sex with?


Adam Smith: 


-  That is correct sir. You see, according to Neil Strauss in the Game, the best way to get over an ex-girlfriend is to hook up with ten random women. Since we have been listening to James whine about Emily for seven months, we thought it was time to get him laid to end the whining once and for all! And how he did it twelve women in a month! The Master Hunter is back.


Michael Fuller:


-  So, you guys bought prostitutes in Asia, and now you brag about it? How lame is that?


James Locker:


-  To be fair Adams story is not accurate. I did date the same woman for most of my time in Asia, but sadly I did not feel that she was what I am looking for. I had sex with two other women, but that is far from the man-whore Adam describes me as.


Adam Smith:


-  I stand corrected. To be fair since I did not put a spy cam in James' hotel room; I don't know what he did with the women he brought there. He did, however, bring twelve women to his room during our holiday. 

-  But he is right about the women not being prostitutes. His cover story about going to a third world country to find true love, also known as buying a wife, worked out just fine. Since he is only 32, have a fit body and a hot face he was a lot more attractive than the competitors who were generally over 45, fat and ugly. I must say...


Adam Smith was interrupted when the newest addition to the team Samantha Robinson entered the room. She was 22 years old and fresh from the academy. Samantha was around 170 cm tall weighing around 60 kilos. She had the perfect mix of strength and physique as well as femineity. Samantha was a beautiful policewoman and would probably have won "the hottest policewoman of the year" competition if the Sydney police department promoted such a contest, which they did not. She smiled at Adam Smith with a very sarcastic smile.

Samantha Robinson:


-  Great to have you back guys, and it’s even greater that you are sharing the best of your stories via the intercom.


Adam Smith panicked and turned off the intercom, and the other guys did not feel at ease either.

Samantha Robinson:


-  Don't worry guys Adams voice is the only one that I could hear, probably due to him sitting closest to the microphone.


The other guys looked relieved while Adam Smith looked like he was getting close to a panic attack.

Samantha Robinson


-  Oh, and don't worry about me reporting you to HR. I don't mind you sharing your ‘hunting stories’, although you should do so at the pub during after-work drinks and not over the intercom

-  Oh, and Adam I bet you a hundred bucks that the BITCH is angry with you right now. 


The BITCH was the commonly used nickname of Barry Itch, the head of The Central Sydney Murder Investigation Department. He had received his nickname because the E-mail addresses in the CSMI department was in the format initial+lastname@CSMI.gov.au which led to the E-mail Address of Barry was bitch@CSMI.gov.au

Barry was a very tedious and annoying person who through his strive for political correctness and antidiscrimination policies was the de-facto dictator of the department as he had a rigid interpretation of anti-discrimination policies where most things could be offensive to someone. Barry Itch was very easily offended, so most of the time anyone in the department felt offended it was Barry Itch who was behind the report. He was thoroughly disliked, and there were two disparate theories in place as for why he acted the way he did.


-  Michael Fuller and James locker thought he acted the way he did to overcompensate for how he acted when off duty. From this point of view, they believed that he was living in a sadomasochistic relationship with his wife, and thus acted overly politically correct to cover this up as he lived in shame of his real behaviour. Since both Michael Fuller and James Locker disliked people who they believed were beating up their wives, they disliked Barry Itch thoroughly

-  Adam and Thomas, on the other hand, saw Barry Itch as whinger who was dominated by his wife Wanda Itch also known as the Witch. They both felt that Barry Itch was making their lives difficult and his focus on promoting “values” instead of results had cost them both well-deserved promotions and pay raises. They were both stuck on their entry-level salary even though they had six and four years of work experience in their field. They hated his guts.


Adam Smith swallowed the frustration over his mistake, sighed and spoke:


-  Well, I guess I better go to his office and apologise before the fucker has time to sharpen his knives. See you later.


Adam Smith left the room, and Thomas Anderson who had a long-time crush on Samantha Robinson felt compelled to say something.

Thomas Anderson


-  Hey, Samantha, just so that you know, I don't share Adams values and I don't like the way he speaks about women.


Samantha Robinson


-  Why is that? You are his best friend, and you hang out with him all the time. You can't honestly think, that I believe that you don't share values.


Thomas Anderson:


-  Well yes, but there is more to me than that, please have dinner with me sometime so I can show you my better sides.


Samantha Robinson:


-  Well sadly Thomas this is the saddest attempt ever for two reasons:


	If you are doing this because you are afraid of me reporting you to HR, you are wasting your time and money. I have no intention whatsoever to report you in for any of that antidiscrimination bullshit. I have a full understanding that you are discussing your “conquests” with your friends. I do that as well.

	If you are doing it because you have a crush on me, you should not hit on me by pretending to be someone else. I like MEN and WOMEN, but I don't want an insecure boy who is lying to get into my pants. I am sick of women, so if you can prove to be a MAN to me; you may take me out to dinner and maybe get lucky. Oh, and I kind of like Adam so don't pretend to be different from him. Unlike Adam, you are also good looking.


Thomas Anderson was left speechless by Samantha Robinson's words. She studied him for a while and then shook her head and left the room. After a while, Thomas Anderson found his words.

Thomas Anderson:


-  Oh my god, she is so hot, I think I am in love.


Michael Fuller


-  Well Mate, don’t sweat yourself. Playtime is over, time to get back to work!
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Chapter 4 Michael Fuller Gets Busted
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Michael Fuller was working on the report for the Montecristo case. The whole concept of report writing bored him a lot.  The police report before a murder trial could easily span over a total of 1500 pages, and in a lot of the cases, the report writing for the court took more time and resources than apprehending the perpetrator.  Luckily for Michael Fuller, Barry Itch had implemented a procedure where ghost-writer wrote most of the police reports, which gave more time for Michael Fuller to do what he enjoyed doing and was good at; solving murder cases and apprehending criminals. Having said this, it still took a lot of effort to make a report since he had to review the works of the ghost-writers and come with necessary input to make the police report consistent with the actual case.  Anyway, Michael Fuller was happy that Barry Itch had implemented the system with ghost-writers as it at least gave him some more freedom.

While reviewing the report, Michael Fuller started daydreaming about his coming holiday. In a few weeks, he would be on a plane to The British Isles where he would attend the “Castles and Whiskeys” tour. The tour consisted of three weeks in Great Britain and Ireland, and during this time Michael would stay at fourteen different castles and enjoy the local's specialties when it came to whiskey.  It would be amazing to see some of the places where they made his favourite brands, and he could not wait to taste them in their natural environment. The only thing that made him sad was that he had to go on this tour alone. All his friends were either busy with their families or in the cases where their children had reached adulthood; they usually had a wife who did not approve of them spending all their annual leave going to Great Britain for a whiskey tour.  

When thinking about this, he felt sad that he was not close to his 21-year-old daughter Rebecca from a failed marriage. He had asked her if she wanted to join him at his expense, but she had responded that whiskeys and castles were not her things. The problem with this, of course, was not that she did not like whiskey, but rather the distance between them. She had accused him of being distant to her and focusing too much on his work during her childhood, an accusation he could agree on, but what to do about it now? "Oh well, she is graduating from police academy next year, so maybe she will understand by then," he thought to himself. He was interrupted in his daydreaming by a phone call from Barry Itch telling him to come by his office immediately “Oh well, no point in beating around the bush” he thought and headed over. 

Michael Fuller entered Barry Itch's impeccably clean and orderly office, which to Michael Fuller signalled that apart from being tedious and annoying Barry Itch also had a slight hint of OCD in his personality.

Barry Itch


-  Welcome Michael, please have a seat


Michael Fuller


-  Thank you, Barry. Is this about the intercom incident earlier today? Because I agree with you that Adams' behaviour earlier today was inappropriate.


Barry Itch


-  Great to have your support on this Michael, although I find surprising that you agree with me and still did not interrupt him. Nevertheless, this incident will only affect Adam's career prospects, and it seems likely that he will not receive any pay rise this year either.

-  I surely hope he will enjoy unpaid participation in five days long Workplace Equality seminars held by my wife Wanda Itch on Saturdays.


Barry Itch smiled grimly while Michael Fuller sat in silence. 

Barry Itch continued talking:


-  No, the reason I called you over is the Lopez case, I hope you recall it?


Michael Fuller


-  Yes, of course, it was only six weeks ago, and it got massive media coverage. How would I forget, I am not THAT old! From an investigation point of view, it's dead though with the alleged killer being dead. I am sure you remember that we handed it over to the Organized Crime department since the high command believed there was nothing more we could do from our end.


Barry Itch:


-  Yes, that case was a real disgrace for the entire police department with two airport police officers sent to the Intensive Care Unit with severe injuries and the hired gunman Angelo Ramirez shot at the airport. Sad for the city's reputation


Michael Fuller:


-  I seriously don't follow you. We got a picture of the killer face from a hidden CCTV camera that showed us the whole chain of events. Of course, we matched the description with our database of suspected hitmen. Anything else would be negligence of duty. Furthermore, once we identified him, we found out that he just had passed the passport checkpoint at the airport and we had to have the airport police arrest him as we could not get there in time ourselves, all done by the book.


Barry Itch:


-  You are missing the serious point of this. The CCTV feed shows a suitcase on a desk at the time of the murder. We can see that Angelo Ramirez was not taking the bag while leaving. A bit after the killing, the CCTV feed ends, and in your report, there is no suitcase mentioned.


Michael Fuller


-  Because there was none! I don’t know what happened in the period between the murder and the time we got there.  I have not thought much about it as the case was handed over to the Organized Crime department. 


Barry Itch


-  Well, here is the problem. The Organized Crime department has received an anonymous tip about you having illegal drugs that you stole from the crime scene.


Michael Fuller


-  That’s preposterous, why would I steal the drugs?


Barry Itch


-  Because of the street value of at least $100,000. 

-  Look; we can do this in two ways. Either I contact the internal investigations, while you remain detained in a holding cell. Or you can just stay in my office, while two men from a private security company I am cooperating with searches your house. You see, I don't want the reputation of this department sullied down by your supposedly criminal activities. If you do agree to have your home searched by the company Sydney True Blue Security Inc., please sign this indemnification form, and all their findings will be between you and me.


Michael Fuller:


-  Well, I don't want my life turned upside down by internal investigation guys, please let me sign the contract and here are my house keys.


Barry Itch


-  Great. Just sit tight, and we'll search your house in no time.


At 8 PM after three hours of tense waiting in Barry Itch’s office, two men in suits came in. 

Greg Bloom:


-  Sir, we found this bag containing 3.5 kilos of cocaine in Michael's basement. It's full of Michael's fingerprints and some DNA which we believe is his. We have taken pictures of where we found it. How do we proceed?


Barry Itch: 


-  That's a great question. Michael, how do we proceed?


Michael Fuller got pale from fear and shock


-  You set me up, that is not my cocaine; I have never seen it before! 


Barry Itch:


-  Well, that's your version of course. But the facts remain. The bag disappeared from YOUR crime scene, it was found in YOUR house, and it's full of YOUR fingerprints. 

-  But rest assured, I have no interest in ruining the reputation of this department, and its most famous co-worker, so here is the deal. I overlook this event, and in return, you sign your immediate resignation stating health reasons. That way you can live a retiree's life while the reputation of this department stands firm. Do you agree?


Michael Fuller realised that he had been set up. But by whom, and why would Barry Itch set him up? He quickly decided that he did not want to take his chances with a long-term prison term at stake to keep his job.

Michael Fuller:


-  I accept and sign my resignation immediately, how do we proceed?


Barry Itch:


-  Well, you hand over your gun and police ID. After that, you go to my toilet, open the bag and flush down the cocaine; I want nothing to do with it!


Michael Fuller did as Barry instructed. 

Barry Itch shook his hand and said:


-  Sorry things ended this way; you were the best detective we have ever had. I hope you find something positive to do with your life.


Michael Fuller said nothing and left the station.
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Chapter 5 James Has a Twisted Dream.
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James Locker woke up in the middle of the night. The nightstand clock showed 3.00 am. How long had he been asleep? From what he remembered he came home around 6 pm and crashed instantaneously. It felt like he had been asleep for an eternity and that the sleep had been deep and dreamless until the last five minutes before he woke up. He had dreamt about her for the first time in over a month. Emily Luong had looked so different in this dream compared to his previous. In those old dreams, she always looked beautiful like a paradise long gone, in this dream; however, the essential features were the same, but the magic was gone, and the loving smile had twisted into an empty shell. Was that fear he had seen in her blank gaze or was it something else, was it the gaze of a person that was dead inside or even physically dead? He had to get the picture out of his head somehow.

James sat up on the bed. Even though it was an August night, and his room was cold he was sweating enormously. His hands were shaking roughly, and his vision was blurred. He had seen these symptoms in a lot of people the symptoms of alcohol withdrawal. "Well I guess that's what a month of heavy drinking do to you," he thought.  As James did not intend to end up as an alcoholic, so he would just have to live with the physical symptoms until they disappeared. 

He thought about what his friends had said about getting rid of the memory of a loved one by hooking up with random women. In his case, it seemed this process had not removed the memory but rather twisted it to a worse one. He considered the option of what was the worst:

	Have a very positive memory that nothing in your everyday life can compare with so your daily life becomes dull and pointless

	Have a very negative memory that comes back and haunt you in your nightmares. 


“Oh well they are both curses” James concluded. Now all he needed was to stabilise his emotional life and get rid of his anxiety. He took one of the antidepressants for the first time in six weeks, and he soon fell asleep to a dreamless unemotional sleep. 
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Chapter 6 James Gets Promoted
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Barry Itch was contemplating his options on how to proceed. Since Michael Fuller resigned, the team needed a new detective. Looking at the length of service and chain of command the natural officer to promote would be John Dean, who had always been close to Michael Fuller and had a lot of experience as he had served in the team for 15 years.  But Barry Itch had some objections to promoting John Dean since he considered it likely that John Dean had been an accomplice or at least known something about the cocaine scandal involving Michael Fuller. Secondly, he did not feel that John Dean was a natural leader at all. It's one thing being the right-hand man of a genius who solves most of the cases singlehandedly and an entirely different thing being the one in charge presuming responsibility.  Third and finally he had never liked John Dean on a personal level.

Another option would be to promote someone from another team to lead this team. Barry did not enjoy this idea either as there had been no-one who had stood out positively in the other groups. In the best of worlds, he would get an outstanding detective to transfer from another metropolitan area, Brisbane had a few good ones, for instance, so the CSMI got in some new blood and some fresh ideas. This plan would take some time, however.

Barry Itch looked at James Locker's file. James Locker had had an unusual and bizarre development. James Locker had suffered from severe depression for the last seven months medicated with heavy antidepressants.  Strangely enough, James Locker had an outstanding track record for this period, outperforming even Michael Fuller. Barry Itch finally found the solution: He would offer James Locker a three-month amendment to his contract where he was serving as a provisional detective for the team. If he turned out to be a great detective, he could always be offered the position permanently afterwards, and if not, the official version would be that James Locker was only intended for the temporary position and it was always Barry's intent to get the replacement from another metropolitan area.

Barry called James to come over to his office, and a few minutes later James entered the office

James Locker:


-  Good day sir. What gives me this great pleasure?


Barry Itch:


-  It's about Michael; he suffered from some severe liver problems yesterday and will probably be away for at least six months. I told him that the most sensible thing to do would be to resign considering his age which makes him eligible for sick leave pension if we look at his liver condition as a work-related issue.


James Locker:


-  Oh my god, this is a tremendous loss for the team, Michael is the best detective Sydney has ever seen.


Barry Itch:


-  Yes, and that’s why I called you here, but first I need to know. How is your depression going?


James Locker:


-  Oh, it has improved a lot, I make it
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